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Just consider that,
throughout history, the
chances of an officer
being killed on New
Year 6s Eve i
higher (65 total deaths)
than the average day (50
total deaths), and on
Christmas the number of
line of duty deaths is 56
percent higher (78 total
deaths) than normal.
Alcohol is certainly a
factor in this uptick in law
enforcement fatalities
during the holiday sea-
son. The death of Kenai
(AK) Senior Patrolman
John P. Watson is a case
in point.

S

On December 25, 2003,
Patrolman Watson was
attempting to arrest a
suspected drunken driver
after following him to his
home. The man resisted
and during the ensuing
struggle, Patrolman Wat-
son, 43, was shot and
killed. He left behind a
wife and seven young
children. Charlie Davis, a
New York City police
officer, was moonlighting
in 1996 during his off-
duty hours as a security
guard for a Queens
check-cashing busi-
ness. He wanted to give
his family an extra spe-
cial Christmas. On the
morning of Saturday,
December 21, four
armed bandits surprised
the owner and Officer
Davis as they rolled up
the metal gate to open
the store. They forced
Charlie and the owner
inside while customers in
line scattered. The two
men were being led to a
safe in the back room

when one of the burglars
opened fire on the two

men, killing them both. The
tragedy of Cha
wes Only genpoireledt

when his wife, Angela,

broke the news of her hus-
bandds death t
Angel ads dad f
coma after hearing the

news and soon died. The
joint funeral for the two
closest men in her life was
held the day after Christ-

mas. As Angela Davis sat
there that day, her thoughts
drifted back to another sad
day eight years earlier

when she buried her

brother, Ronald Hearn, a

U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs police officer

wh o, l'i ke Ange
band, was shot and killed
while protecting others.

About 20 minutes before
midnight, on December 31,
1997, South Carolina High-
way Patrol First Sergeant
Frankie Lee Lingard was
patrolling the roadways
when he spotted a car trav-
eling at an excessive rate
of speed. He gave chase
and made the stop. As First
Sergeant Lingard ap-
proached the car, the male
driver said,
doi ng, of fice
opened fire. Frankie Lin-
gard was hit four times and
bled to death within min-
utes. As it turned out, the
occupants of the car i a
man, his girlfriend and two
young children i were on
their way to Disney World.
But, they were driving a
stolen car, the man had a
suspended driv
and he was a wanted felon.
So, he decided to kill a po-
lice officer and take his

fi
r

chances on getting

away.

Needless to say, he

did notesiicseednHer d e
was captured after
crashing his vehicle
during the attempted
escapee A colfeagtieh e r
wrbté this tiibt 0o a

ute: i Respected

loved by those who
knew him, [First Ser-
geant Lingard] was
truly someone who
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Special points of

affected many lives in interest:
a positive manner. 0
¢ Santa

New Jersey State
Trooper Philip J. La-
monaco was simply
one of the best. In fact,
he was named
habeopas-of
in 1979 for his out-
standing police ser-
vice. Devoted to his
wife, Donna, and his
three children, Laura,
Michael and Sarah,
Trooper Lamonaco
could not wait to finish
his last shift before
Christmas so he could
be home with his fam-
ily. That was more than
25 years ago.

Phil Lamonaco never
Madwit hmmee OnyDe- u
@etben21,dl981, hes n
pulled over a car for a
traffic violation i some-
thing he had done hun-
dreds of times be-

fore. Only this time, he
had unknowingly
stopped two hardened
criminals i self-
proclaimed revolution-
aries intent on over-
thowirg thé Wnited n s e
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Holiday Dangers For Law Enforcement- Continued

States Government. They shot
Phil nine times and left him to
die face down in a snow bank.
When two state police officers
went to tell the family what
had happened, Donna and the
kids had just finished baking
Christmas cookies. Trooper
Lamonaco was buried on
Christmas Eve.

On December 18, 1932, W.
Fay Dil worthos
Deputy with the Black Hawk
County, |l owa,
partment were catching up
with him. It was just a week

before Christmas and he still
hadndét found
and decorate the tree that he
knew his six-year-old daugh-
ter, Betty, wanted so much.
So, as he began his work that
Friday, he went by the Christ-
mas tree lot, picked out a par-
ticularly handsome tree and
left instructions to have it de-
livered to his home that eve-
ning. Betty would be thrilled.
IBefareganytobthe fus coalds
begin, though, there was work

S hoebe domef That aft€rmoen,

Fay Dilworth found himself
alongside Deputy H. M.

US. Pot Bust Nets 18 Tonnes

Authorities in San Diego have
made one of the largest mari-
juana seizures in the United
States, confiscating more than
18 tonnes of pot near a tunnel
connecting warehouses on
either side of California's bor-
der with Mexico, officials said
Wednesday. Mexican authori-
ties seized another 3.6 tonnes
of pot from the warehouse on
their side of the border. In
total, between 22.7 and 27.2
tonnes of marijuana were
seized from both sides &
worth more than $20 million
US on the streets of San
Diego, said U.S. Immigration

and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) director John Morton.
The bricks of pot were pack-
aged for sale. "This is obvi-
ously the work of a cartel,"
said Morton, who held a news
conference outside the ware-
house in an industrial park
near the Otay Mesa truck
crossing, across from Tijuana.
Officials said the lightning-
speed, 12-hour operation
started Tuesday night when
U.S. authorities watching a
warehouse under surveillance
followed a tractor-trailer as it
left the building. ICE agents
called in the California High-

Mitchell preparing to serve

t i ramarrésowarpant orcalsiss e

pected rapist. The suspect
was holed up with an ac-
complice just outside of
town. The two deputies went
to the house to make the
arrest. As soon as they ar-
rived at the kitchen door and
announced their intentions,
the men stormed towards
them with pistols waving.

a The two thugs commanded
the deputies to put up their
hands. The two deputies
complied, but Deputy Dil-
worth made a move toward

way Patrol, whose officers
stopped the rig near Temec-
ula, Calif., almost 100 kilome-
ters away. Authorities say they
found 9.1 tonnes of marijuana
inside the tractor-trailer. The
driver, a U.S. citizen, and his
Mexican wife were arrested
and will be arraigned in San
Diego on Thursday. Authori-
ties quickly obtained a federal
search warrant to enter the
warehouse, where they dis-
covered 9.1 to 13.6 more ton-
nes of marijuana, Morton said.
They also found the opening
to the tunnel, which ran the
length of six football fields
under the border and ended at
a warehouse in Mexico, Mor-
ton said. The tunnel had light-
ing, ventilation and a rail sys-
tem to send loads of illegal
drugs into California. The
clandestine passageway was
too low to stand up in and was
believed to be in operation for
only a brief time, Morton said.
Largest seizure in Calif . Offi-
cials said the seizure was the
largest ever made in California
and was believed to be the
second-largest in the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion agents seized 29.3 tonnes

the gunmen and they fired,
killing him almost instantly.
Little Betty Dilworth took the
news of her
calmly. Fay Dilworth had often
warned his daughter that he
might go to work one day and
never return. She had prom-
ised not to cry if that hap-
pened. When it happened that
Friday, Betty remembered her
promise and she held back her
tears. Written by Craig W.

Floyd.

Please remember our fallen
brothers and stay safe !!!

of marijuana in Oregon in
2008, DEA special agent
Ralph W. Partridge said.
Wednesday's announcement
comes a little over a week
after Mexican officials made
their largest marijuana sei-
zure, confiscating a massive
121.6 tonnes believed to
belong to the powerful Si-
naloa cartel. Morton said
officials haven't determined
whether the two major busts
were from the same group of
traffickers. Officials have
found 125 cross-border tun-
nels built by Mexican drug
cartels to elude detection
since the early 1990s, ICE
officials said. Of those, 75
have been found in the past
four years. Many were dis-
covered before they were
completed. The majority
were found along the Califor-
nia and Arizona borders with
Mexico.

father
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Jazeera television network.
The Foreign Ministry said the
tape's "authenticity can be
considered established based
on initial verifications." The
message "only confirms that
reality of the terror threat,"
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bernard Valero said. A series
of terror warnings has put
France and other European
countries on high alert in re-
cent weeks, prompting the
U.S. State Department to ad-
vise American citizens living
or travelling in Europe to take

has claimed responsibility for
the abductions of five French
citizens in Niger and is be-
lieved to have taken them to
neighbouring Mali. The French
hostages, as well as a Togo-
lese and a Madagascar na-
tional, were kidnapped on
Sept. 16 while they slept in
their villas in the uranium min-
ing town of Arlit. Valero said
France was "fully mobilized" to
secure their release. There are
about 4,000 French troops
deployed in and near Afghani-
stan. France has also passed

threatens to kill French citi-
zens to avenge their country's
support for the war in Afghani-
stan and in revenge for a new
French law that will ban burka-
like Muslim veils. The audio-
tape was obtained by the Al-

more precautions. Speculation
on the source of a potential
terror threat in France has
focused on a group called al-
Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb. That group, an off-
shoot of bin Laden's network,

a law that will ban the wearing
of face-covering burka-style
Muslim veils in public starting
in April. Al-Qaeda had spoken
out against the veil measure
before it became law.

A newly released audiotape
of al-Qaeda leader Osama
bin Laden threatening
France appears to be au-
thentic, the French Foreign
Ministry said Thursday. The
voice on the audiotape

Woman Wanted Incinerator To Burn Husband: Withess

An incinerator repairman told
an Edmonton jury Monday
that a 74-year-old Spruce
Grove, Alta., woman accused
of murder told him she needed
the device so she could "burn
her husband in there." Anne
Semenovich is charged with
first-degree murder in the
death of her husband, Alex, in
April 2008. Her trial in Court of
Queen's Bench started Mon-
day morning. Vic Small testi-
fied he first met Semenovich

in the fall of 2007 when she
asked him if it was worth fixing
an incinerator she found in a
salvage yard. After asking her
what she needed the unit for,
Small recounted: "She said
she wanted to burn her hus-
band in there." But Small said
he didn't take the woman's
comments about her husband
seriously. He fixed the incin-
erator and had it shipped to
the acreage near Spruce
Grove. In late April, the ac-

cused's daughter called him to
complain the unit wasn't work-
ing, so Small and a co-worker
went to check it out. When
they opened the incinerator
door, Small's colleague was
shocked to see what he
thought were pig's feet inside.
Then he opened the door
wider. "Oh my God, these
aren't pig's feet,” Small re-
counted his colleague saying.
"They're human feet." In a
quavering voice, Small told
the jury his reply. "l just said to
Derek, 'Drop everything and
let's get out of here. We could
be next." The men left the
property and called RCMP.
Small said he's still haunted
by what he saw. Accused
deliberately killed her hus-
band: Crown. Crown prose-
cutor Karen Thorsrud told the
jury in the opening arguments
she intends to show them the
killing of the 77-year-old was
premeditated and deliberate.

Last week, Semenovich told
the jury at her mental fitness
trial that she did not kill her
husband. But Thorsrud said
the evidence will show the
accused climbed up on a
brick planter outside her
house and aimed a loaded
shotgun at her sleeping hus-
band. Semenovich then con-
fessed the crime to her
grandson that morning, the
jury was told. A few days
later, Semenovich dragged
the body out to an incinera-
tor beside the house with the
help of her grandson and
daughter, Thorsrud said.
Last week, the same jury
determined Semenovich was
mentally fit to stand trial after
evidence was presented in a
week-long hearing. The cou-
ple had been married for
about 50 years.
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California Voters Say No To Pot Possession

California voters on Tuesday
rejected a ballot initiative that
would have made the state
the first in the U.S. to legalize
recreational marijuana, major
media outlets have projected.
Voters rejected Proposition
19, called the Regulate, Con-
trol and Tax Cannabis Act,
which would have permitted
adults age 21 and over to
possess up to an ounce, or
just over 28 grams, of pot. It
would have also allowed

people to consume it in non-
public places when children
are not present and to grow

small private plots. With about

24 per cent of the polls
counted, the vote was running
56 per cent against the initia-
tive. Proponents argued it
would help the state raise
money, crimp the Mexican
drug trade by pushing down
marijuana prices and cut
down on pot possession ar-
rests. The initiative had the

backing of the National Asso-
ciation of Colored People and
the League of United Latin
American Citizens, along with
several retired police chiefs.
However, opposition to the
measure included both the
Republican and Democratic
parties, and both candidates
for governor. The U.S. gov-
ernment had vowed to con-
tinue enforcing pot posses-
sion laws even if the measure
passes. The pot possession
measure was one of 160 on
the ballot in 37 states. Among
other plebiscites around the
U.S., Oklahoma voters en-
dorsed measures that desig-
nated English the state's
"common and unifying lan-
guage," along with a require-
ment to show government-
issued photo ID in order to
vote. Voters in Oklahoma also
backed an initiative that pro-
hibits state courts from con-
sidering international law or
Islamic law when deciding
cases. In South Dakota, vot-

Interpol Releases Photos Of Mail Bombs

Interpol released on Satur-
day details and photographs
of two U.S.-bound mail
bombs intercepted by au-
thorities in Dubai and the
United Kingdom to help po-
lice and the public watch for
such devices in the future.
The France-based interna-
tional police agency said it
alerted its 188 member

countries about the devices
sent from Yemen and inter-
cepted Oct. 29, "to encourage
greater vigilance." Interpol
Secretary-General Ronald K.
Noble said in a statement the
move was designed to help
law enforcement agencies
"take all appropriate measures
to identify potentially lethal
devices." He said the agency

decided to release the pic-
tures of the devices for the
wider public as well because
tips from the public led to the
arrest of the Times Square
bomb suspect in the U.S. in
May. The police agency
posted a four-page warning,
where it listed a number of
signs that indicate the pack-
ages should be treated with
suspicion:

® Unbalanced packaging.
® Uneven weight.

® Excessive use of sealing
tape.

® Stains, discoloration or
other wrapping markings.

ers turned down a proposal to
legalize medical marijuana,
something already law in 14
states, including California.
Medical marijuana was also
on the ballot in Arizona, while
Oregon was voting whether to
authorize state-licensed medi-

cal marijuana dispensaries.
Another measure rejected by
voters in California was
Proposition 23, which would
have suspended the state's
greenhouse gas emissions
law until the jobless rate fell to
5.5 per cent for a year. In
Massachusetts, voters de-
cided against lowering the
state sales tax from 6.25 per
cent to three per cent, while
Washington state voters
agreed to repeal taxes on
candy, soda and bottled water
brought in last year.

Strange odors.

Protruding wires.
® Excess postage paid.

Interpol said such explosives
cannot be detected by using
standard X-ray equipment, but
noted that airport "puffer" ma-
chines, swab tests and bomb-
sniffing dogs could help aid
detection. Interpol issued its
statement from Doha, Qatar,
where the agency's general
assembly meeting starts on
Monday. A Yemen-based al-
Qaeda group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the mail bomb
plot uncovered last week.

More story on page 15
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Real Or Fake. Law Enforcement Officers Concerned About The

Blurring Line Between Deadly And Toy Guns

By Aaron Aupperlee
One Glock is painted pink.

AnAK-47 has a
character stenciled on its
pink stock and comes with a
matching pink bayonet. One
Colt 45 looks plastic, like it
shoots rubber darts. It does-
nét; it
cer safety bulletin that circu-
lated around the Barstow
station of the San Bernar-
dino County
ment at the end of last
month warned deputies and
officers about the danger or
new breed of guns that are
painted to look like toy guns.
Sgt. Manny Mendoza said
no deputies have faced a
situation where a real gun
looked fake, but after the
station saw the bulletin, it
has been a topic of conver-
sation and
wedbre at the
thing that looks like a gun,
no matter what color, is con-
sidered a firearm, and we
will act accordingly to defend
ourselves and
Mendoza said.
come across it that is a

shoot s

Sh

con

tough call for the deputy to
make. 0
to determine a potential
threat before taking action,
but the line between real gun
and fake gun, he said, has
progressively blurred. Depu-
ties main concern used to be
over BB and pellet guns that
looked real. Then, compa-

A H Bigs|began i manufaciure

guns that looked and felt real
but shot plastic BBs. Those
guns, commonly called Air-
soft pistols and rifles, are

sold with orange tips to dis-
tingijsh fhem. Real gunsy
painted to look fake, he said,
is the next st
once the fake gun was look-
dng regl payvdhe rgal gais ¢
|l ooking .
ing a deceptive gun, how-
ever, is not the intent, said
the man who invented the
most popular gun-coloring
product. Steve Lauer, of
Chippewa Falls, Wis., cre-
ated DuraCoat in 2001 as an
anticorrosion product to pro-
tect firearms. He said most
people coat their guns,

Synetimes inelghpigte color
SGhemes, g Iriector par y
sonalize them. Law enforce-
ment agencies and the mili-
tary are some of his largest
customers and the most
gpdar gplprdsmate black.
Pk he gaidyhigs bcgme a

popular color among women

Deput i e 9roupsteacquseqimpfe d

fake, o

recently, which have caused  police training. He said
officers are being trained to
be wary of anything that

looks like a gun and of

making real guns appear
fake. In 2006, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City ~ some lethal weapons that
successfully banned certain do not look like a gun, such
colors of L au e rapen-gunsaodizip-guns.
inside the city. Lauer said Officers are told, he said,
Bloomberg thought he was that they should not hesi-

trying to allow criminals the tate based on a gu
opportunity to paint a real color. Lauer said the public

gun to look fake. The differ- should be more aware of

ence between a plastic fake the dangers of confronting

gun, Lauer contends, and of ficers with guns
one coated with his product bottom | ine is don
is staggering. He said only gun at an officer no matter

ope. law enforcement officer what color it is, o
0 - ) ; -

has ever approached him ités a gun, whethe
€qncerngf\ghpd theydistinc-  or a water shooting gun,

tion. Jim Ast | gouoeedtslaythatddws if
_Gun Supply in Baraboo, Wis. an of ficer shows u
ama s£Hiad s MmaHyt cust omer sod

guns with Laue

He said 75 percent of the

pink guns he has made for

customers have been for

wives of law enforcement

officers who wanted to shoot

with their husbands at the

range. He said coating guns

with colors or designs does

not have a criminal element. : !

i L | n wn e sqgeeiingre {

ing ui fgilr:arms zgng askincg)] WL U100 ALY
- . NOT THE ONE YOU THINK.

us to paint th e

sai d. fl tbarmgersn o

sending in their guns to
make them | ook
Despite the intent, Astle said
he noticed that the advent of
deceptive guns filtered into

% NYC, It's llagal 1o paint & real gun to look ke & toy, and s
o 80l & toy gun that looks re, If you see either, call 311

-
iy iy
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UN World Drug Report i Photo Series

Over the next few issues we will be showing a series of photographs from around the world depicting the real impact of
drugs. Some pictures will be very graphic The United Nations World Drug report, released earlier this year, notes that
2009 marks "the end of the first century of drug control (it all started in Shanghai in 1909)", and that the illicit drug mar-
ket worldwide has now become a $320 billion-per-year industry. As drug-related violence in Mexico appears to continue
unabated, and crackdowns in Afghanistan are being made against its massive opium crops, new efforts are also being
made worldwide in methods of enforcement and treatment of recovering addicts.

A US Marine dog handler attached to Fox Company 2nd A law enforcement official talks to unidentified people
Battalion 3rd Marines takes a break from patrolling be- during a round-up in Columbia, S.C. on Tuesday, Aug.
side a field of marijuana during day three of Operation 11, 2009. Federal and local agents charged more than

Germinate into the restive Bhuji Bhast Pass in Farah 100 people with federal drug, weapon and immigration
Province, southern Afghanistan, on October 9, 2009. violations in what they are calling a vast conspiracy in
(DAVID FURST/AFP/Getty Images) South Carolina. (AP Photo/The State, Erik Campos)

Crystal methamphetamine dries on a table as a soldier A blood-stained wall and the body of an alleged drug
stands guard at a seized illegal laboratory in Ensenada, dealer, seen covered by a sheet after being shot to
northern Mexico, Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2009. (AP death in front of his house in Tijuana, Mexico, late
Photo/Guillermo Arias) Sunday, Sept. 6, 2009. (AP Photo/Guillermo Arias)
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Drugged Up Rampage

He was high on meth and
heroin when he went a ram-
page Wednesday morning.
Now a 25-year-old man from
Prince George is in custody
and facing a long list of
charges after he led police on
a chase around the city, which
resulted in two vehicles being
stolen. One of them ended up
being driven into a pool near a
daycare. The rampage started
when Kelowna RCMP re-
sponded to a call of an erratic
driver in the Barber Road and
Highway 33 area just after 9

a.m. Witness accounts were
that a vehicle was excessively
speeding, passing on turn
lanes, tailgating and cutting off
other motorists before turning
into the drive-thru at Tim Hor-
tons on Holl ywo
police officer arrived at the
Tim Hortons moments later,
and pulled in to the exit in
order to keep the driver from
fleeing the area. The suspect
managed to jump the curb in
the drive-thru, causing exten-
sive damage to the undercar-
riage of the vehicle, and took

of f towards
says Constable Steve
Holmes. He says that while on
Houghton Road, the suspect
vehicle nearly hit flaggers at a
construction si
then drove to Fleming Road,
where he tried to ram a police
cruiser, and turned westbound
onto Leathead Road and then
went into the oncoming lane

as he approached Highway 97
on Leathead, and turned onto
Highway 97 heading

sout hbound. o
vehicle was finally stopped at
a hotel on the corner of High-
ways 97 and 33.
fled on foot across Highway

97 and ran into a furniture
store. He ran through the

store and out the back door
where he seized the opportu-
nity and stole a five-ton deliv-
ery truck that was unloading
near that
RCMP helicopter was called in
at that point to help track the
8udpecRd AcPmade hid way
from Enterprise Road to

Homer Court, striking another
police cruiser.
and Homer Road, the driver
struck another motor vehicle
before continuing on to Homer
Court, where he went through
two residential yards before
crashing through a fence and

Speeding Truck Loaded With Pot: Police

A Surrey man is learning the
hard way not to speed while
transporting more than 20
kilograms of marijuana. The
30-year-old man was pulled
over by an officer for driving
his pickup truck above the
posted speed limit on Kittson
Parkway in Delta, B.C.,
Wednesday, police spokes-
woman Sharlene Brooks said
Friday. While standing by the
vehicle and talking with the
driver, the officer noticed the

|l ocat

H o u belge and driRimgantb a 0

backyard pool that was part
of a daycare. o
the suspect again fled on

foot, ran through a church

yaed .and riefty @id in somea c | e

bushes before going into a
nearby apartment complex
where he was finally appre-
hended. WAThe
resident is known to police
and Kelowna police had
deal ings with
He says recent incidents

Pri

hi

H o With the mas eequised thén e

assistance of a taser as he
threatened police with bear
sfThg. siTpecman
pearing in court later to face
a number of charges includ-
ing theft over $5,000, assault
a police officer, flight from
police, dangerous operation
of a motor vehicle, fail to
remain at the scene of an
Boni dehe, sanpd
Holmes says that given the
dangerous behaviour of the
suspect and the long chase,
it's amazing that no one was
killed or seriously injured.
Pdiick are ddking thavidany- 3 3
one took pictures or video of

this incident to please pro-

vide a copy to police for the
investigation.

odour of marijuana, Brooks
said. The officer called for
backup and with the help of a
police dog, investigators alleg-
edly found nearly 23 kilograms
of packaged marijuana in the
truck. The driver, who was
alone in the vehicle, was
taken in to custody and faces
marijuana possession and
trafficking charges. The haul
had an estimated value of
about $100,000, Brooks said.

Hol 1

nc

m |

wi |
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Yemen Bomb Timed To Explode Over Quebec

A mail bomb that was inter-
cepted in England last month
would have been in Canadian
airspace when authorities say
it was timed to detonate. Data
from Houston-based Flight-
aware shows that UPS Flight
232 from the East Midlands to
Philadelphia was 257 kilome-

tres northwest of Quebec City
at 5:30 a.m. ET. That's the
time British police say the
bomb was set to blow up. The

plane left England at 3:20 a.m.

local time on Oct. 29, two
hours after landing, but the
bomb had already been pulled
off. Flight 232 makes daily

i —

‘AAZ 22180 UPS

flights to the U.S. but not al-
ways along the same route.
Had the plane taken its alter-
nate route 8 straight across
the Atlantic & it likely would
have been over the U.S. when
it blew up. In Washington, the
White House said the British
finding showed how serious
the planned attack was. Ear-
lier this month, a senior U.S.
official had said that while the
exact aim of the attack was
unclear, evidence pointed to a
plot to blow up cargo planes
inside the U.S., either on run-
ways or over American cities.
Authorities on both sides of
the Atlantic said they only
narrowly thwarted the plot, in
which terrorists in Yemen hid
two powerful bombs inside

Alleged Bomb Plot Against Sarkozy Foiled

Greek police foiled three
attempted parcel bomb at-
tacks, allegedly targeting
French President Nicolas
Sarkozy and two embassies
in Athens, after a device ex-
ploded at a delivery service
Monday, leaving a worker
hospitalized with burns. Mo-
torcycle police later arrested
two Greek men, aged 22 and
24, several hundred metres

from the blast site in central
Athens. Police said the men
were carrying handguns and
bullets in waist pouches, and
one of them wore a bulletproof
vest, a wig and a baseball
cap. Police released photo-
graphs of the two suspects
late Monday, but did not iden-
tify them. Parts of the city cen-
tre were cordoned off for more
than an hour around midday
as the three unexploded
bombs, found at a different
delivery service and in the
suspects' backpacks, were
defused in a series of con-
trolled explosions. Along with
Sarkozy, the targets were the
embassies of Mexico, The
Netherlands and Belgium,
police said. The return ad-
dress labels included the
names of a senior government
official, a Greek charity, and a
well-known Greek criminolo-
gist, police said. They said the
one that exploded was ad-
dressed to the Mexican Em-
bassy. The one addressed to

the Dutch Embassy was found
and defused at a delivery ser-
vice, police said. The other
two 8 the one addressed to
the Belgian Embassy and the
one addressed to Sarkozy 9
were found on the suspects,
police said. Police were
searching other courier ser-
vices and post offices to check
whether other parcel bombs
had been sent. Sarkozy's of-
fice had no comment on the
attempted attacks. They oc-
curred amid an international
security alert over two bombs
shipped last week from
Yemen to the United States.
Police said both suspects ar-
rested Monday were Greek,
and one was suspected of
belonging to Conspiracy Nu-
clei of Fire, a domestic anar-
chist group that has carried
out dozens of crude bomb and
arson attacks. Attacks by
Greek militant groups 6 rang-
ing from deadly attacks
against police and powerful
bomb blasts to minor arson

printers and shipped them to
addresses in Chicago
aboard two cargo planes.
The printer cartridges were
filled with PETN, an indus-
trial explosive that, when X-
rayed, would resemble the
cartridges' ink powder. One
bomb was intercepted at
central England's East Mid-
lands Airport and the other
was discovered at a FedEx
cargo facility in Dubai. The
Yemen-based al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula has
claimed responsibility for the
bombs and has vowed to
send more explosives-
packed parcels.

attacks 0 have flared since
massive riots occurred
across the country in De-
cember 2008, triggered by
the police shooting of a teen-
ager. Embassies and over-
seas-based companies have
been targeted in past at-
tacks, often in solidarity with
protests occurring abroad,
such as the demonstrations
in France protesting the rais-
ing of the retirement age. In
June 2009, a senior official
at the country's public order
ministry was killed by a letter
bomb & an attack also
linked to Greek militants.
After the official's death,
officials said screening of
mail would be more intense
but procedures remain
mostly unchanged. Parcels
sent by private courier are
sealed in front of a company
employee and the sender,
and they are only X-rayed if
they pass through an airport.
The suspects have not yet
been charged.
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The patriarch of Montreal's
most notorious Mafia family &
Nicolo (Nick) Rizzuto 8 has
been killed in his home in a
slaying that caps months of
escalating attacks against the
embattled crime clan. Rizzuto
was inside his luxurious family
mansion in northwest Mont-
real when he was shot around
5:40 p.m. ET Wednesday.
Police weren't revealing many
details but said one or several
suspects were involved, and
that the shots could have
come from inside or outside
the home, located on Antoine
Berthelet Avenue in the city's
Ahuntsic-Cartierville borough,
near the Riviere-des-Prairies.
Rizzuto, considered the most
powerful figurehead of Mont-
real's infamous Mafia, was 86.
Two women in the house wit-
nessed his shooting and

someone called 911, police
commander Denis Mainville
said. Rizzuto was taken to
nearby Sacré-Coeur Hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead. The women were
treated for shock and are be-
ing held in an undisclosed
location for security reasons,
Mainville said. Police blocked
the street and investigators
with the major crimes squad
spent the night combing the
area, where several members
of the Rizzuto clan have
homes. Rizzuto family under
attack Authorities beefed up
security across the city in
preparation for any possible
retaliation, but pinpointing the
source of the attack on
Rizzuto will take time because
"every theory is possible,”
Mainville said. Police have
been preoccupied for months

with the apparent power strug-
gle in the Mafia underworld,
Mainville admitted, a tug-of-
war marked by calculated hits
on the Rizzuto clan. Rizzuto's
grandson Nick Jr. was shot
dead on a Montreal street in
broad daylight last December.
Rizzuto lieutenant Paolo
Renda was kidnapped in May
and is still missing. This sum-
mer, Agostino Cuntrera, an-
other Rizzuto associate known
as the "Seigneur" or lord of
the St-Leonard borough, was
gunned down with his body-
guard in front of his ware-
house. Wednesday's shooting
heralds the demise of a long-
dominant criminal organization
that, for decades, lorded over
the underworld with few rivals.
Nicolo Rizzuto was among
dozens of suspected Mafiosi
rounded up in 2006 after an
exhaustive police investiga-
tion, dubbed Operation
Colisée, which involved more
than one million hours of wire-
tap. He and others arrested
were charged with a litany of
offences, from drug smug-
gling, money laundering to
extortion and bookmaking. But
Rizzuto emerged from the
court procedures with a two-
year suspended sentence and
probation after he pleaded
guilty to gangsterism-related
charges. Authorities were
forced to admit that despite
hundreds of thousands of
hours of wiretap, they could

Drunk Stabs Himself In Doughnut-Shop Holdup

A drunk who tried to rob a
Vancouver doughnut shop
managed to stab himself with
his knife instead, police are
reporting. Police were called
to a Duffin's Donuts store
around 2 a.m. PT, and found

a heavily intoxicated 22-year
-old man slumped on the
floor, with a butcher knife.
The officers noticed a stab
wound in his abdomen, and
concluded that he must have
fallen on the knife, Const.

not directly implicate Rizzuto
to the majority of charges.
Rizzuto later pleaded guilty
to tax evasion, receiving
probation and a stiff fine. His
son Vito is serving a 10-year
sentence in a U.S. prison for
his role in a 1981 triple mur-
der at a Brooklyn social club.
Vito Rizzuto was extradited
to the U.S. in 2006, and
pleaded guilty to racketeer-
ing charges. At his sentenc-
ing hearing, he admitted he
was at the scene of the mur-
der and was armed. Mafia
watchers believe Vito
Rizzuto's extradition, and the
2006 dragnet against Mont-
real bosses, created a power
vacuum that enticed rival
families or crime rings to bid
for their turf. The lines are
blurry in the criminal under-
world, said Mainville, with
many groups 0 from street
gangs to Mafia families &
maintaining complex
"business relationships,"
even as rivals

Police officer guards
Nicolo (Nick) Rizzuto
House after killing

Jana McGuinness stated
Thursday morning. After a
quick trip to hospital the man
was transferred to jail and is
facing a robbery charge


http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2007/05/25/rizzuto-sentence.html
http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2007/05/25/rizzuto-sentence.html
http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2007/05/25/rizzuto-sentence.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2010/07/01/montreal-mafia-killing-folo.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2010/07/01/montreal-mafia-killing-folo.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2009/12/29/montreal-cp-rizzuto-slaying.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2009/12/29/montreal-cp-rizzuto-slaying.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2010/05/21/montreal-mafia-man-kidnapped.html
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http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2006/11/22/qc-mafiaraid.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/montreal/story/2010/11/10/Rizzuto%20handed%20suspended%20sentence%20in%20gangsterism%20trial
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Canada To Build Haiti Police HO

The Canadian government

training program for police in
Haiti, Foreign Affairs Minister

Thursday. Speaking in Mont-
real, the minister said the

projects are Canada's latest
investments in rebuilding the

erished Caribbean nation
following January's devastat-

will build a new national head-
quarters and launch a first-aid

Lawrence Cannon announced

main institutions of the impov-

ing earthquake, which killed
as many as 300,000 people
and destroyed most of the
country's infrastructure. Once
operational, the first-aid pro-
gram will train about 7,000
police officers over the next
two years. Canada's total
commitment to Haiti amounts
to more than $1 billion since
2006, including $150 million
for humanitarian assistance
and $400 million over two

Businessman Killed In Mexico Had Criminal Record

An Ottawa-area man whose
burned-out rental car was
found in Mexico with human
remains in the trunk had a
criminal record in Canada,
CBC News has learned. The
family of Daniel Dion, who ran
a business that manufactured
"eco" purses out of recycled
materials as part of an inmate
rehabilitation program in Mex-
ico, are still awaiting DNA
results to confirm the identity
of the remains found in the
rental car. But they are con-
vinced the remains are Dion's
after recognizing a blackened
watch found in the car along-
side charred human bones.
Dion, 51, of Carleton Place,
Ont., was convicted in 1993
on one count of possession of
a concealed weapon, one
count of marijuana possession
and one count of production of
marijuana. Between 1982 and
1996, he faced at least 45
charges, including a number
of drug- and gun-related

counts. He was acquitted on
most of the charges, a check
of his criminal record has
shown. In 2009, Dion applied
for bankruptcy protection in
Canada. Despite his check-
ered past, family and friends
described Dion as a gifted
entrepreneur and a warm per-
son. He was last seen leaving
a restaurant in Acapulco at
about 2 a.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 23, accompanied by
three men, according to local
reports. Family believes Dion
was executed . Dion, who is
originally from Sherbrooke,
Que., was recently quoted in
the Mexican press talking
about his influence in the judi-
cial system. He told a newspa-
per that if a prisoner tried to
rob him, he could arrange to
transfer him to a tougher jail.
He was paying the more than
2,000 prisoners who worked
for him well above the wage
usually granted in the inmate
rehabilitation program, his
sister Johanne Dion said.
Speaking in French, Johanne
Dion said it's likely that the
wages her brother paid to
inmates made it difficult for
other businesses to compete.
His daughter, Catherine-
Elizabeth Dion, believes her
father might have known the
people who killed him. She

said her mother told her that
two days before her father
disappeared, an article about
his business was published in
an Acapulco newspaper in
which he criticized the lack of
help he was getting to expand
his business. In a statement,
Dion's family said they believe
he was the victim of a contract
execution. Frustrated by

slow investigation . Members
of Dion's family began arriving
in Acapulco a week ago in an
effort to find him after not hav-
ing heard from him in four
days. They tracked down the
car rental agency Dion had
used and discovered that the
white Volkswagen Jetta he
had rented was equipped with
a GPS device. The global
positioning system had gone
dead the previous Sunday, so
the rental agency had dis-
patched a tracking company,
which found the charred re-
mains of the car on a dirt road
more than 100 kilometres
north of Acapulco. The track-
ers thought they saw human
remains inside, but never con-
tacted police, family members
said. It wasn't until Dion's fam-
ily got the car's exact location
from an insurance company
that armed police officers es-
corted them to the scene. That
was Saturday, almost a week

years for earthquake recov-
ery and reconstruction,
according to the federal
government. Haiti is cur-
rently bracing for the arrival
of tropical storm Tomas, as
thousands still deal with
basic survival needs in tem-
porary camps. Forecasters
fear that the storm could hit
Haiti as early as Thursday
as a Category 1 hurricane.

after the car was found.
They'll remain in Mexico,
awaiting the results of foren-
sic testing to confirm what
they say they already know.
Then they plan to bring Dion
home. Dion's family also
said Sunday they were frus-
trated by the slow pace of
investigations by Mexican
police and Canadian consu-
lar officials. The Mexican
Embassy in Ottawa released
a statement late Monday
saying Mexico's government
supports Dion's family and
will closely monitor the in-
vestigation into his disap-
pearance. "From the mo-
ment that information was
received regarding Mr.
Dion's disappearance, the
Mexico-Canada Consular
Rapid Response Mechanism
was activated. In this frame-
work, Mexican authorities
have been working with Ca-
nadian authorities to follow
developments in the case,"
the statement reads.
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The four men arrested last
Thursday have been identified
as Joseph Bruce Skreptak, 43
Cory Montemurro, 40 Carl
Ennis, 39 and Dennis Miner,

35. All four men are from
Kelowna. They had loaded
weapons, body armour, bala-
clavas and were arrested
wearing the insignia of the

Hells Angels. RCMP con-
ducted a traffic stop on a
speeding vehicle at about 10
p.m. Thursday on the Trans
Canada Highway near Salmon
Arm. Staff Sergeant Kevin
Keane says an odour of mari-
juana was detected from the
vehicle, prompting the arrest
of four men.
search located the following
items: several firearms, includ-
ing a sawed off shotgun, a
large quantity of ammunition
and three handguns. In addi-
tion to these items were body
armour (bullet proof vest),
baseball bat, axe handle,
knives, bear spray and a radio
jamming device designed to
block outgoing transmissions.
Loaded weapons were all
within reach o

Teens Moved From Online Violence To Realife Murder

The two boys who have ad-
mitted to the brutal murder of
Kimberly Proctor were avid
players in an online role-
playing game and experts
say it's likely the line be-
tween fantasy and reality

became blurred. On Wednes-
day, a B.C. court heard how
two teens, aged 16 and 18,
planned the murder of the
Colwood, B.C., girl online.
They came up with code
words to initiate the attack,

maps of where to dispose her
body and what kind of fuel to
buy to burn her body. They
were also fans of World of
Warcraft, a sometimes violent
online fantasy game with 12
million subscribers around the
world. Experts believe it per-
petuated the violence against
the 18-year-old girl and pro-
vided key information to po-
lice. Bonnie Leadbeater, a
psychology professor at the
University of Victoria, says
some kids have trouble know-
ing that what's acceptable in a
game may not be in real life.
"You don't know which ag-
gressive kid is going to take
the fantasies of video games
and try them out in reality. You
just can't predict those very
rare occurrences," she said.
"There would have been signs
early. | don't know these two
boys at all, but generally, kids
who go on to kill other kids or

occupants, 0o
says all the men are associ-
ated with the Hells Angels
and were sporting insignia of
the Hells Angels organization.
AThese
possession of black bala-
clavas. The intention of these
persons in the community of
i Aalngon HrE is guirenthy un-
known. 0 Keane
remain in police custody.
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to act out in this sort of ex-
treme manner are having
problems early. After Proc-
tor's murder, the boys told a
friend on World of Warcraft
what they had done. One of
the teens admitted that the
murder didn't feel like he
thought it would. Those
messages were collected by
police and used by prosecu-
tors. Now the teenage Kkill-
ers are undergoing psychiat-
ric exams, and a judge will
decide in March if they
should be sentenced as

adults.

persons

says K

wer

says
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Man In Disquise Boarded VancouveiBound Flight. CNN

CNN says it has obtained a
confidential CBSA alert about
a young Asian man who

boarded a Vancouver-bound
flight in Hong Kong disguised
as an elderly white man. A

young Asian man used a rub-
ber mask to disguise himself
as an elderly white man on a
flight from Hong Kong to Van-
couver, CNN is reporting. The
American news channel says
that it has obtained a confi-
dential Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency alert about the
"unbelievable case of conceal-
ment" on the Oct. 29 Air Can-
ada flight. According to the
alert, posted on the CNN web-
site, the young man wore a
mask covering his face, neck
and shoulders. "The passen-
ger in question was observed
at the beginning of the flight to
be an elderly Caucasian male

Deer Collision Kills Quebec Police Officer, Student

Students and staff at John

Abbott College in Ste-Anne-de
-Bellevue, Que., were receiv-
ing counselling Monday after a
student in the school's policing
program was killed during a
ride-along. Sébastien Cogh-
lan-Goyette, a 25-year-old
Sireté du Québec officer, was
driving with student Sophie
Rigas, 22, when their cruiser
struck a deer and lost control.

The accident happened
around 6 p.m. Sunday on
Highway 340 in Les Cédres, a
rural community east of Mont-
real. The pair had been re-
sponding to an emergency call
when a deer dashed across
the highway, said Const. Yan-
nick Paradis. "They lost con-
trol of the police cruiser, and
they ended up hitting a tree on

the side of the road," said
Paradis, a spokesperson for
the Montreal Police Service,
which has taken over the in-
vestigation. They were taken
to hospital in critical condition,
but later died. Student in fast
-track policing class The
student, in her second and
final year of police school, was
riding with the officer as part
of her studies at John Abbott.
College spokesperson Debbie
Cribb said the student had
been part of the two-year in-
tensive police technology pro-
gram. "There's about 95 stu-
dents, so itis a small-knit
group," Cribb said. "They all
know each other, and they all
work together. So it's definitely
something that makes a big
impact at John Abbott." Grief
counsellors are available "for
any students, any staff who
need to talk about it," Cribb
said. "The staff, especially in
this program, work with the
students over a two- or three-
year period, so they absolutely
get to know them, they know

who appeared to have young
looking hands," the alert reads.
"During the flight the subject
attended the washroom and
emerged an Asian male that
appeared to be in his early
20s." When the suspect ar-
rived in Vancouver, he said he
wanted to make a claim for
refugee status, according to
the alert. Spokespeople for
the CBSA could not be
reached for comment Thurs-
day evening. However, a com-
munications officer confirmed
to CNN that a foreign national
who boarded an Air Canada
flight under false pretenses on
Oct. 29 is being held in cus-

every student individually.
So it's hard for them."
Teachers are mostly
"veterans of the force, so
they know what can happen
out there, and it affects them
just as much as the stu-
dents."” Cribb said the school
places a high priority on in-
the-field experience, which
was why the student was out
with the SQ officer on Sun-
day night. The officer had
been working with the pro-
vincial police force for 3%
years. Montreal police are
investigating the collision.

R


http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/11/04/canada.disguised.passenger/index.html?eref=edition_americas&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+rss%2Fedition_americas+%28RSS%3A+Americas%29
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Police Heroismod BarbadosBorn Police Woman Shoots It Out With

Robber In Brooklyn, New York

Barbados-born New York
City police officer Feris
Jones was getting her hair
done last Saturday at Sa-
bineds

in Brooklyn when a wild thug
burst in with a .44 Magnum
pistol and screamed at the
four women in the shop to turn

Hal | way overnmoney and jewellerg.fi | f S hot

the officer
could have gone very differ-
entfiymank God
there, he was fully loaded. It
all happened in a blur. We
were on the ground, and the
shop is not large at all. My
ears are
salon owner Sabine Bellevue
Officer Jones quickly reacted.
She stood up from her chair,
told the other women to get
down, announced she was a
police officer and ordered the
thug to drop his weapon.
Somewhere in there Jones
took out her own pistol and
when the thug opened fire she
t wice.

2,000 Fetuses Found In Thai Temple

Thai police investigating a
strong smell emanating from a
Buddhist temple have found
more than 2,000 fetuses hid-
den in the complex's morgue
that appear to have come
from illegal abortion clinics.
During an initial investigation
at the temple in Bangkok on
Tuesday, police discovered
piles of plastic bags containing
more than 300 fetuses. Police
Lt.-Col. Kanathud Musiganont
said workers pulled more fetal
remains from the temple's
morgue Friday. More than
2,000 have been unearthed
from vaults where bodies are
traditionally interred pending
cremation, which under some

circumstances can take place
years after death. Abortion is
illegal in Thailand except un-
der three conditions 8 ifa
woman is raped, if the preg-
nancy affects her health or if
the fetus is abnormal. Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva said
Friday that more must be
done to prevent illegal abor-
tions but that his government
would not revise the abortion-
related laws. He said his gov-
ernment has discussed the
matter and believed that "the
existing laws are appropriate
and flexible enough." Several
people have already been
arrested in the case: two un-
dertakers for hiding bodies to

conceal the cause of death
and an abortion clinic em-
ployee on charges of operat-
ing an unlicensed medical
clinic and performing abor-
tions. The undertakers could
each be sent to prison for up
to one year and fined about
$70. The clinic employee 8

who police said confessed she

had delivered the fetuses to
the morgue workers starting
early this year 8 could face
up to five years in jail and a
fine of about $350. According
to the police, Suchart

Poomee, 38, one of the under-

takers being questioned by

the police, confessed Tuesday

he had been hired by illegal
abortion clinics to destroy the
fetuses. He said he had been
collecting the fetuses since

November last year. It was not

clear why they had not yet
been cremated. Public Health
Minister Jurin Laksanavisith
said around one million Thai
women get pregnant each

slyo uwas see
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the gun out of his hand like
in t
injured robber, one Winston
Cox, ran off and was later ar-
rested hiding
place like the true coward he

£tBielalu t iy.iBloag ialihoger tide place,

screaming and deafening
noise in the little shop and
Feris Jones kept her cool and
did her duty. Mayor Bloomberg
and Police Commissioner Ray
Kelly announced yesterday,
Tuesday, that Officer Jones is
now promoted to Detective.

as she

year, with 60,000 suffering
miscarriages, and another
80,000 getting legal abor-
tions. He gave no estimate
for the number of illegal
abortions. lllegal abortions,
he said, reflect a problem in
society. "It requires efforts
from both the government
and the private sector to
promote better understand-
ing about sex among the
Thai youngsters," said Jurin.
Suriyadeo Tripathi, the direc-
tor of Thailand's National
Institute for Child and Family
Development, said young
people were getting mixed
messages, and sex educa-
tion needs to be improved.
"On the one hand, you see
many campaigns trying to
promote safer sex, but on
the other, a lot of people still
strongly encourage absti-
nence and retain a stigma
against premarital sex," he
said.
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