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The FBI arrested more

than 100 suspected Ma-

fia members in a series

of early-morning raids
Thursday in what Attor-

ney General Eric Holder
called a major effort to
"once and for all" crack

the Northeast's major

crime families. Holder
announced Thursday that
127 people in at least

three states are charged
with organized crime
activities ranging from
extortion to murder.
"Todayds arre
charges mark an impor-
tant step forward in dis-
rupting La
illegal activities," Holder
said at a news confer-
ence in New York City.
"This largest single-day
operation against La
Cosa Nostra sends the
message that our fight
against traditional organ-
ized crime is strong, and
our commitment is un-
wavering." "This will re-
main a top priority for all
of us in law enforce-
ment," he said. Holder
called organized crime a
"major threat" to the
"economic well being of
this country." He said a
total of 800 local, state
and federal law enforce-
ment agents took part in
the arrests in New York
City, New Jersey and
Rhode Island. One per-
son also was arrested in

Co

Italy, he said. Holder said
that the defendants include
high-ranking members of
the Gambino and Colombo
crime families and the re-
puted former boss of organ-
ized crime in New England.
All five of New York's five
major crime families were
targeted, authorities said,
and one of the defendants
is a former New York City
police officer. The alleged
crimes include "numerous
violent and illegal acts," and
some of the defendants
weresinvavaddn "truly
senseless murders," Holder
said. He added that one of
thaalldded £rimesanyaved
a double shooting in a bar
after a dispute over a
spilled drink. Other charges
include alleged corruption
among dockworkers who
were forced to kick back a
portion of their holiday bo-
nuses to the crime families.
Holder was joined at the
news conference by law
enforcement officials from
the FBI, U.S. Attorney's
offices in New York, New
Jersey and Rhode Island,
and New York Police Com-
missioner Raymond Kelly.
Thursday's pre-dawn take-
down was the result of mul-
tiple investigations. Federal
probes aided by mob turn-
coats have decimated the
families' ranks in recent
years and have resulted in
lengthy prison terms for
several leaders. Authorities

say the investigation
was aided by infor-
mants who recorded
thousands of conver-
sations by suspected
mobsters. Luigi
Manocchio, the re-
puted former head of
New England's Patri-
arca crime family, was
arrested Wednesday in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
the U.S. attorney's
office in Providence
said. An indictment
accused him of collect-
ing protection pay-
ments from strip club
owners. Also arrested
was Thomas lafrate,
who worked as a book-
keeper for strip clubs
and set aside money
for Manocchio, prose-
cutors said. The take-
down was the result of
multiple investigations.
Federal probes aided
by mob turncoats have
decimated the families'
ranks in recent years
and have resulted in
lengthy prison terms
for several leaders. On
Friday, a federal judge
in Brooklyn sentenced
John "Sonny" Fran-
zese, 93, to eight years
in prison for extorting
Manhattan strip clubs
and a pizzeria on Long
Island. In October,
Mafia turncoat
Salvatore Vitale was
sentenced to time
served after federal
prosecutors praised his
total betrayal of his
own crime syndicate --
and after he apolo-
gized to the families of
his victims. Authorities
said he had a hand in
at least 11 murders,
including that of a fel-

low gangster in the fallout
from the infamous
Donnie Brasco case. The
evidence provided after
his arrest in 2003 helped
decimate the once-
fearsome Bonanno or-
ganized crime family,
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Greg Andres said.
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Toronto Police Officer Killed After Stolen SnowplowChase
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It was -8C and snowing heav-
ily when a man appeared on
the sidewal k
Regent Park public housing
complex. It was 5 a.m., and he
wore no shoes. He ran
straight for a snowplow left
idling by employees of Tolias
Landscaping and Plowing,
who had stopped to shovel
walkways. The man jumped in
the cab and drove off. Thus
began a harrowing two hours
as the driver of the stolen plow
led Toronto police on an ex-
tended chase through down-
town streets that resulted in
the death of an 11-year force
veteran and the hospitalization
of the suspect, who was shot
by police. Just after 6 a.m., as
the plow sped toward the in-
tersection of Avenue and Dav-
enport roads, Sergeant Ryan
Russell, a 35-year-old Toronto
police officer recently trans-
ferred to 52 Division after a
successful four years working
in the Guns and Gangs Task
Force, stepped out and or-
dered the driver to stop. The
driver did not and Sgt. Russell
was struck, suffering devastat-
ing injuries. He died a short
time later after being taken to
St . Mi chael 6s
ing the first Toronto police
officer to be killed in the line of
duty since 2002. Sgt. Russell,
whose father, Glenn Russell,
is a retired Toronto police offi-
cer, leaves behind his wife,

Christine, and a two-year-old
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finally came to an end some-
time after 7 a.m. when mem-
bers of the Toronto Police
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rontodbds west
reported hearing as many as
three shots, but police would
not discuss the extent of the

en

suspect ds

i njur

wa s

taken

t o

St

Hospital, where he remains in

police

custody.

Special Investigations Unit,
the civilian agency that investi-
gates incidents between po-

H olisemmdtcigilians thét baveo m -
resulted in death or serious
injury, has taken over the in-
vestigation i
shooting. Julian Hamilton, 17,
who lives at Keele and Hum-
berside and whose bedroom

nt

wants to steal a beat-up snow
truck? Apparently somebody
wanted to. o Av
mained closed for a block at
Davenport Road Wednesday
night as about 20 police cars,
including forensic identification
trucks gathered behind yellow
dolice tape that evas steirsg
even down the alleys between
buildings. At the centre was a
cruiser with i
side smashkldein, its toof dghts
still fshiogh @QuesidedSs. Mi-
chael 6s Hospit
mdck, presipentoofithe Taromtd
Police Association, said Sgt.
Russell 6s deat
night mareo for
force. AThi s i
said Mr. McCormack, who
knew Sgt. Russell personally.
G6Wehgosaoaspeevé
put it on the line. This is what
can happen and we all know
it. 1tés the wu

the officers of the Toronto Po-

i lite.Servick arerdeeply sad-w h o
dened by the loss of our col-
league, our brother officer and

eonuure fRoiaedn dr,ed0- he
mourn together.
conference came to an end all
that was left in the atrium of
police headquarters was a
single table bearing a framed
photo of Sgt. Russell and a
propped-open book of condo-
lences. Many officers had al-

t rsadyfsignedhtheir thmds.v er 6 s

Many more are likely to follow.

appreciation

f
t

0

0

as

i c
hei

sai
A



VOLUME 3,

ISSUE 2

Page 3

U.S. Congresswoman Shot, At Least 5 Killed In Rampage

TUCSON, Ariz. - Rep. Gab-
rielle Giffords of Arizona
was shot in the head Sat-
urday when an assailant
opened fire outside a gro-
cery store during a meet-
ing with constituents, kill-
ing at least five people and
wounding several others

in a rampage that rattled
the nation. The man ac-
cused of killing six people
and injuring 14 others at an
Arizona political gathering is
expected to appear in a fed-
eral court in Phoenix today.
Twenty-two-year-old Jared
Loughner faces a slew of
charges, including killing an
Arizona judge and shooting
U-S Congresswoman Gabri-

elle Giffords in
the head. Doc-
tors hope to
learn more
today about the
condition of the
critically
wounded con-
gresswoman,
who is said to
be responding
to some com-
mands. U-S
President

| Barack Obama
has called on
Americans to
observe a mo-
= ment of silence
today at 11 a.m. EST to hon-
our victims of the Arizona
shooting. The White House
says this will allow people to
come together, in prayer or
reflection, and keep the vic-
tims and their families close at
heart. Obama will observe the
moment with White House
staff on the South Lawn. The
president has signed a procla-
mation calling for flags to be
flown at half-mast. Investiga-
tors searched the home of
Loughner's parents yesterday
and found an envelope in a
safe with the words ™I
planned ahead." The words
"my assassination™ and the
name "Giffords™" also ap-
peared next to what is be-

lieved to be Loughner's signa-
ture. Authorities believe he
acted alone. The Canadian
government has offered con-
dolences to the victims of a
deadly shooting in Arizona
that targeted a Democrat law-
maker. Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Lawrence Cannon says he
wishes a speedy recovery for
Congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords, who suffered a se-
vere head injury. Six people
were killed and 13 others were
wounded in the melee. Can-
non said yesterday Canada
stands by the people of the
United
States in its
time of grief.
He added
that an at-
tack against
a democrati-
cally elected

attack on
democracy
itself. When
the shooting
occurred,
three peo-
ple helped
subdue the gunman. Pima
County Sheriff Clarence Dup-
nik says Patricia Maisch was
waiting in line with her hus-
band to get a photo with Gif-
fords. When the shooting
started, she ran to the suspect
and grabbed the empty maga-
zine, then grabbed a full
magazine as he was loading it
into the gun. Two men also
helped subdue the suspect.
Court documents actually
show Congresswoman Gabri-
elle Giffords and the man ac-
cused of shooting her had
contact in the past. Authorities
say they have a letter ad-
dressed to Jared Loughner
him on Giffords' congressional
stationery. On it, she thanked
him for attending a “"Congress
on your Corner" event at a
mall in Tucson in 2007. Gif-
fords was shot at her first

““Congress on your Corner"
event with constituents of the
new year. In a related story, an
unidentified man who authori-
ties earlier said might have
acted as an accomplice has
been cleared of any involve-
ment in the attack. A search
began after a security camera
captured an image of a man
with Loughner shortly before
the attack began in Tuscon.
But police now say the man
was a cab driver who walked
into the grocery store with
Loughner because the driver
didn't have enough change.

The shooting occurred just
after the two exchanged
money. Also - the 9 year old
girl that was shot and killed -
Christina Taylor Green - was
already an aspiring politician
with hopes of being the first
woman to play major league
baseball. She had just been
elected to the student council
at Tucson's Mesa Verde Ele-
mentary School and was inter-
ested in politics from a young
age. Born on September 11,
2001, the third-grader was
among six people killed Satur-
day outside a supermarket
where a neighbour had taken
her to meet Arizona congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords.
Christina's dad is a scout for
the Los Angeles Dodgers and
her grandfather, Dallas Green,
managed the 1980 world
champion Philadelphia Phillies.
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4 Detroit Police Officers Shot At Precinct

Four police officers were
slightly wounded and their
assailant killed on Sunday
after a man walked into a
police

shootingi ndi scr i mi njgjreRl.|A¥foup offiders were

spokeswoman for the mayor
said. Karen Dumas, who is
spokeswoman for Mayor
Dave Bing, said the incident
began about 4:30 p.m. when
the man walked into the 6th
Precinct in the northwestern
part of the city and opened

fire with a pistol grip shotgun.
The man was able to shoot
four officers before one or
more officers returned fire,
killing him. The most seriously
injured police officer was the
precinctos
Davis, who was hit in the
lower back, Ms. Dumas said.
He underwent surgery at the
nearby Sinai Grace Hospital

on Sunday eveni
dition is critical but he is ex-
pected to pull

Dumas said. A female officer
was hit in the chest but the
bulletproof vest she was wear-

p r begann c t ingdrekntdt her from being

expected to survive, according
to a police official at the de-
partmentds
was not authorized to speak to
the media. The police chief,
Ralph Godbee, said that the
police know
identify but did not release

head

t he

that information Sunday as
they began to investigate his
background and possible mo-
tive. It was unclear whether
the gunman had previous con-
tact with the precinct or was

¢ 0o mm tamyetiy ANy spBaific adfiners.

Chief Godbee described the
scene as one
and pandemoni
said the response by other
officers pievented the outy -
come from bei
thdoabh, bhdst
trained to do under pressure.
Wedbdre very
before you with the belief that
all four of the officers will be
OK, 0 he said
ence. The police station is one
of the Detroit Police Depart-
meat 6erei gho
Members of the public who
enter the station do not pass
through metal detectors or
otllewisenuadergsa security
screening. 1In

Date-Rape Drug Valued At $15M Seized In B.C.
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The Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency and the RCMP
in B.C. have made what is
believed to be the biggest
bust of the hallucinogenic
tranquillizer ketamine in Ca-
nadian history. The narcotic,
which police said is used as
a date-rape drug and as an
ingredient in ecstasy, was
discovered Dec. 7 in a ship-
ment that had arrived in
Vancouver by ship from

Hong Kong, RCMP spokes-
man Const. Michael McLaugh-
lin said in a release Wednes-
day. Documentation accompa-
nying the shipment identified
the goods as 402 cartons of
coffee mugs. But when CBSA
officers examined the six-
metre-long shipping container,
they noticed discrepancies in
the X-ray images, McLaughlin
said. He said a full examina-
tion of the container found 318

cartons of coffee mugs and 84
boxes that contained both
coffee mugs and vacuum-
sealed bags containing more
than 1,003 kilograms of a
white crystalline powder iden-
tified as ketamine. Drug ship-
ment valued at $15M Tests
performed by border services
officers indicated that the bags
contained ketamine hydro-
chloride. A total of 1003.9
kilograms of ketamine was
seized, said McLaughlin. The
seizure puts a big dent in the
trafficking of the drug, accord-
ing to RCMP Supt. Brian
Cantera. "The more than
1,000 kilograms here that has
been seized represents more
than one million doses," said
Cantera. "This seizure repre-
sents more than $15 million
and that is clearly taken out of
the profits of drug traffickers."

light of

events and the Jan. 8 shoot-
ing in Tucson, Ariz., that killed
six people and wounded Rep-
resentative Gabrielle Giffords
and others, Chief Godbee
sai d, iWe have
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dered in a house on Friday
night, and three people were
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after being shot outside a
strip club. Last Monday, a
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urb was killed by a suspect in
a home burglary. The officer
shot and the suspect each
died after exchanged fire

McLaughlin said three of the
accused, including Tak Ming
Chan, 53, Yiu Ming Kwok, 58,
and Wing Kee Ng, 58, are Chi-
nese nationals and have been
remanded until Feb. 8. All
three face charges of importing
a controlled substance and
possession for the purpose of
trafficking. Also in custody and
charged with possession for
the purpose of trafficking are
Hoi Sing Lai, 54, and Hin
Cheung Lau, 42, of Vancouver.
A number of rifles and a hand-
gun also were found during the
arrests. Last year, 1,800 kilo-
grams of ketamine was seized
in B.C.
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Kenyvan Police Photographed Killing Suspects

Three Kenyan policemen were
suspended from duty after
they were caught on camera
apparently murdering three
suspects in Nairobi on a busy
road in clear view of passing
motorists. The pictures, pub-
lished in Kenya's Daily Nation
newspaper, showed two men
lying face down and an under-
cover police officer pointing a
gun. A later photo showed two
men dead. A third shooting
also apparently took place.
The passing driver who took
the photographs said the sus-
pects had surrended after
being stopped by three offi-
cers in a 4x4. "The three men
came out of the vehicle with
their hands raised above their
heads in surrender," said the
man, whose identity is being
withheld by the Daily Nation
for his safety. "They lay on the
road as ordered by the po-
lice." He said an officer frisked
the men and recovered a pis-
tol tucked into the waistband
of one of them. A witness said
he heard one of the officers
shouting: "Lie down so we can
finish you." The other officers
then opened fire at the men at
point-blank range in sustained
gunfire. The officers reportedly

signaled motorists to
drive on and shooed
away pedestrians.
Daily Nation reporters
arrived 30 minutes
after the shooting and
found the bodies of
three men, soaked in
blood, lying in the road.
They said blood marks
indicated they had
| been dragged along

J the tarmac and the
skull of one of them
had been split open,
apparently by the im-
pact of gunshots. The
plainclothes policemen
allegedly responsible
for the shooting had
left, but uniformed offi-
cers were there. The
paper reported that a woman
officer threatened one of its
journalists, saying: "Are you
one of them? We shall put you
there too." The Lang'ata police
commander, Augustine Ki-
mantiri, who was in charge of
uniformed officers at the
scene, told journalists: "CID
officers had challenged a
gang of six suspicious men to
stop, but instead they drew
arms and fired at the officers
and a shootout ensued.” He
said the three were gunned
down as they tried to run
away, while their accomplices
escaped. "Our officers are
looking for them in the Kibera
slums. We recovered an
American pistol and two
rounds [of bullets].” But today
Kenya's internal security min-
ister, George Saitoti, said the
three officers allegedly re-
sponsible had been sus-
pended from duty pending an
investigation and possible
prosecution. "We have to ad-
mit there are a few rotten eggs
[in the police force] and we
shall get rid of them," he said.
"Don't judge the police on the
basis that two or so of them
have misbehaved." The
deaths have raised fresh

questions about extrajudicial
killings in the country after a
2009 UN report found that
hundreds of summary execu-
tions had been carried out
with impunity by the security
forces. Killings by police dur-
ing Kenya's post-election vio-
lence in January 2008 and a
counterinsurgency campaign
in western Kenya a few
months later were strongly
criticised by human rights or-
ganisations. Today's reports
prompted further condemna-
tion. Michelle Kagari, deputy
Africa director of Amnesty
International, said it was out-
raged, adding: "Based on the
facts reported, these appear
to be blatant and deliberate
killings, and amount to extraju-
dicial executions. "The facts
as reported appear to demon-
strate the level at which the
culture of impunity has risen
within the police force. The
Kenyan authorities have re-
peatedly promised investiga-
tions into police shootings but
these rarely materialise." She
added: "The Kenya govern-
ment must ensure prompt,
thorough, impartial and inde-
pendent investigation of yes-
terday's killings. Any police
officer suspected of carrying
out these killings must be
brought to justice in a process
which complies with interna-
tional fair trial standards." The
latest incident proves the is-
sue is far from resolved, ac-
cording to local activists.
Mwalimu Mati, chief executive
of watchdog Mars Group
Kenya, said: "It demonstrates
the scale of the problem and
is raising a few eyebrows be-
cause there is evidence that
the police are not telling the
truth in their press releases.
"Systematic killings related to
the police began with the
Mungiki criminal gangs. Now it
seems the system is being
applied generally to anyone
they think is a dangerous

criminal." Mati added: "The
problem for us human rights
defenders is that dead men
tell no tales. We can't know if
the police story will stand up.
Perhaps Kenyans, and cer-
tain Kenyan newspapers,
should not believe the police
version of events automati-
cally." In 2009, after an in-
vestigation into the alleged
killing of more than 1,000
gang members, insurgents,
petty criminals and political
protesters since 2007, the
UN's Philip Alston said he
had "received overwhelming
testimony that there exists in
Kenya a systematic, wide-
spread and well-planned
strategy to execute individu-
als". "Kenyan police are a
law unto themselves," said
Alston, the UN special rap-
porteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary execu-
tions. "They kill often, with
impunity." His report recom-
mended that police commis-
sioner Mohammed Hussein
Ali resign for allegedly abet-
ting the killings and that at-
torney general Amos Wako
should do the same for not
prosecuting the offenders.
Hussein Ali left in 2009 to
head Kenya's postal corpo-
ration, but Wako still holds
his job. The Kenyan govern-
ment responded to Alston's
report by questioning the
thoroughness of his re-
search. A parliamentary bill
that would create an inde-
pendent policing oversight
authority in Kenya is pend-
ing.
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UN World Drug Report i Photo Series

This is the last of a series of photographs from around the world depicting the real impact of drugs. Some pictures will
be very graphic The United Nations World Drug report, released earlier this year, notes that 2009 marks "the end of the
first century of drug control (it all started in Shanghai in 1909)", and that the illicit drug market worldwide has now be-
come a $320 billion-per-year industry. As drug-related violence in Mexico appears to continue unabated, and crack-

downs in Afghanistan are being made against its massive opium crops, new efforts are also being made worldwide in
methods of enforcement and treatment of recovering addicts.

A policeman puts his hand in a bag containing dozens
of spent bullet casings that he helped collect from the
Morro dos Macacos slum after a shootout between drug
gangs, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on October 17, 2009. A
police helicopter was shot down by the gangs when it
tried to intervene in the battle, leaving two policemen
killed and two injured in the crash. (REUTERS/Ricardo
Moraes)

A recovering drug addict stands in a doorway at the
CDLDA rehab center in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, Thurs-
day, Sept. 10, 2009. Mexico's burgeoning drug trade has
fed a growing drug abuse problem, particularly in border
cities where gangs have a heavy presence. Scores of
rehabilitation centers have opened their doors in recent
years but after gunmen stormed into a rehab center in
Ciudad Juarez last week, federal authorities are investi-
gating if some of these clinics are also being used as
recruiting and training centers by drug cartels. (AP
Photo/Guillermo Arias)

The body of an unidentified man hangs from his neck
under a bridge on the old Rosarito highway as authori-
ties stand by in Tijuana, Mexico, Friday, Oct. 9, 2009.
Authorities found the dead man beaten, naked and cas-
trated, and have not identified him but believe he is
Rogelio Sanchez, a Baja California state government
official who went missing this week. No suspects were
named. (AP Photo/Guillermo Arias)

A recovered heroin addict raises his hands as he and
others participate in a praying session at the "Outcry in
the Barrio" ministry in the border city of Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico on September 9, 2009. The ministry helps drug

addicts, alcoholics and prostitutes to transform their
lives through praying to reach detoxification. Drug
gangs have targeted rehab centers in the past, accus-
ing them of protecting dealers from rival groups.
(REUTERS/Tomas Bravo)
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Egyptian Police Fill Streets To Quell Protests

union, which has been one of
the flashpoints of this week's
unrest. About 100 people
were also protesting outside
police headquarters in the city
of Suez east of Cairo, another
hot spot. There were two other

the party's secretary general
and a longtime confidant of
Mubarak, offered no conces-
sions to the protesters, and
did not suggest that steps
would be taken to address
their complaints about poverty

Egyptian riot police filled the
streets of Cairo on Thursday
morning, clashing for a third
straight day with anti-
government protesters de-
manding the end of President
Hosni Mubarak's authoritarian
rule. In downtown Cairo, truck-
loads of riot police could be
seen outside the journalists'
syndicate building, where pro-
testers had gathered in defi-
ance of a new law, announced
Wednesday, that bans organ-
ized demonstrations. Police
were also stationed on bridges
and outside major hotels, the
CBC's Margaret Evans said.
Scores of protesters were
seen outside the downtown
offices of Egypt's lawyers'

small, peaceful protests by
lawyers in the Mediterranean

port city of Alexandria and the

Nile Delta town of Toukh,
north of Cairo. At least six
people & four protesters and
two police officers & have
died in the protests, which
began Tuesday. Mubarak's
National Democratic Party
said Thursday it was ready to
open a dialogue with the pro-
testers. But Safwat El-Sherif,

Two bystanders are being
credited with saving the life
of a female police officer who
was stabbed numerous times
during a robbery investiga-
tion in Victoria, B.C. on Mon-
day. The officer was investi-
gating a theft from a 7-

s

Eleven in the 800-block of
Douglas Street downtown at
the time of the stabbing. The
two-year member was alone
at the scene. When she
walked out of the store, she
was attacked by a man hold-
ing a knife, in what police are

and unemployment. "The mi-
nority does not force its will on
the majority," he said. Social
networking sites, meanwhile,
are calling for a mass rally in
Cairo after Friday prayers,
when millions of potential pro-
testers will gather at mosques
across the city. By Thursday
evening, Facebook and Twit-
ter appeared to be sporadi-
cally blocked, as they have
been in past days to hamper
protesters from organizing.
Reports surfaced on Wednes-
day that Egyptian authorities
had shut down access to
Facebook and Twitter, at least
temporarily. On Wednesday,
5,000 people marched,
chanted, waved flags and
burned tires in downtown
Cairo. By the end of the day,

describing as an unprovoked
assault. Police say the man
wrestled her to the ground and
stabbed her several times. "By
all accounts, it looks like he
just attacked her because she
was wearing a police uniform,”
Victoria Police Sgt. Grant
Hamilton told ctvbc.ca. A man
driving past the brawl stopped
his car and managed to pull
the attacker from the officer.
Another bystander then
stepped in and helped hold
the suspect while the first man
grabbed the officer's hand-
cuffs to restrain him. The offi-
cer was taken to Royal Jubilee
Hospital with serious defen-
sive injuries to her hands and
arms and superficial stab
wounds on her neck. The inju-
ries are said to be non-life-

an estimated 2,000 people
had been charged. The out-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood,
Egypt's largest and best-
organized opposition group,
has thrown its support be-
hind the demonstrations. If
its significant support base
joins Friday demonstrations,
it will be a big boost to the
grassroots movement calling
for Mubarak's ouster. The
protesters could also be
energized by the imminent
return of Mohammed EI-
Baradei, a Nobel peace lau-
reate and the country's top
pro-democracy advocate.
ElBaradei, who has emerged
as a prime challenger to
Mubarak's regime, is ex-
pected to return Thursday
night. In Vienna,

threatening, but Hamilton said
she required surgery Monday
afternoon. Police are offering
thanks to the two men for res-
cuing the officer. "A heartfelt
thanks from our department to
these two citizens," Hamilton
said. "They probably saved her
life." A 57-year-old man was
arrested at the scene. Investi-
gators do not believe he is
connected to the convenience
store theft, but say he is known
to police.
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‘Stow 'N Go' Drug Smuqqlers Caught

out inconsistencies in the cou-  cated compartments. It's

ple's story and decided to very unusual," McLaughlin
search the minivan. "They had  said. McLaughlin said that
initially stated that they were officers found 83 kilograms
going to Grand Forks for the of cocaine in the expertly

day, but when the officer saw concealed compartments.
a fair amount of luggage, they  "The drugs were packaged

changed their story," Labadie in one-kilo bundles, which is
said. Const. Michael a clear indication of traffick-
McLaughlin told ctvbc.ca that ing," he said. A small
after searching the vehicle, amount of marijuana was
A Washington State couple Green Powers were attempt- officers found two sophisti- also found in the minivan.
is facing criminal charges ing to cross the border at the cated, electronically-operated  The married couple will re-
after allegedly trying to Carson Port of Entry at around  compartments that had been main in jail until their trial.
smuggle $3.5 million worth 10 a.m. when Canadian bor- install ed wher e THeiSnex ceurt@ppea@oct
of cocaine across the bor- der officers suspected the two  seats used to be. The seats is Jan. 13. They each face
der into Grand Forks, B.C. were lying about their journey,  are designed to fold into com-  charges of importation of a
on Dec. 16. Forty-nine-year-  Mounties said in a release. partments in the floor to allow  controlled substance and
old Scott Fleming Powers and  Supt. Eron Labadie told for extra storage. "This was on  possession for the purpose
55-year-old Diane Marie ctvbc.ca that officers picked the higher end of sophisti- of trafficking.

Decapitated Bodies Found In Acapulco

The bodies of 15 young men,
14 of them headless, were
found Saturday outside a
shopping centre in the Mexi-
can resort of Acapulco, po-
lice said. Police believe the
victims, all appearing to be in
their 20s, were killed and
their bodies stuffed into five
vehicles by drug cartel mem-
bers. Investigators say hand-
written signs were left with

group of decapitation victims
since Mexican President
Felipe Calderon launched an
offensive against cartels more
than four years ago. In 2008,
12 decapitated bodies were
piled outside the Yucatan
state capital of Merida. The
same year, nine headless
bodies were found in the
Guerrero state capital of Chil-
pancingo. Turf battles in the

the bodies, a common calling drug cartel war are blamed for
card for the country's cartels. at least 30,196 deaths in Mex-
This was the largest single ico since late 2006.
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Suspect Killed By Canmore RCMP Had Fake Gun

The head of the Alberta Seri-

ous Response Team says a
robbery suspect shot and
killed by the RCMP in Can-
more was holding a fake gun.
The 62-year-old Canmore
man had a replica of a 9-mm
Smith and Wesson semi-
automatic pistol, Clif Purvis
said at a news conference on
Tuesday afternoon. Numerous
shots were fired at the man,
who was hit in the chest twice,
Purvis said. An autopsy will be
done on Thursday. Police said
the man, a suspect in three
armed robberies in Canmore,
was spotted by an RCMP offi-
cer, who attempted to stop the
man's vehicle at around 4:20
p.m., police said after the
shooting. Another police vehi-
cle blocked the car on Railway

Avenue in downtown Can-

more and the man got out of

the car. "That individual exited
the vehicle with a handgun,

motioning that handgun in a

threatening manner," RCMP
spokesman Sgt. Patrick Webb
said. Two RCMP officers fired

at the man. He was taken to
Canmore General Hospital,

where he died at about 5 p.m.

Police haven't released his
name. No police officers were
injured. Both officers who fired

their guns were to be inter-
viewed on Tuesday afternoon

by ASIRT, which continues to
investigate the shooting. The
officers are on leave. The two
officers were in different
marked police vehicles before

the shooting, Purvis said. One
was a 25-year veteran of the

RCMP, while the other had
been with the force for four

years. "The police officers

involved in this incident were
responding to the report of an
armed robbery that occurred
approximately a half-hour be-

fore this incident happened,”

Purvis said. "It appears the
events that let up to the de-

ceased having been shot oc-
curred very, very quickly, and
very soon after the vehicle
stop occurred." The man was
known to police, Purvis said.
The man, whose identity is not
being released until next of kin
are notified, was a suspect in
the armed robberies of a spa
on Jan. 8, a liquor store on
Jan. 9 and another spa on
Jan. 10. All of the robberies
took place in Canmore and
witnesses said the robber had
a handgun. Webb said on
Monday that RCMP believe

Toronto Gang Smuqgqgled Drugs With Pickles

-

Toronto police say they've
busted a sophisticated criminal
organization that was smuggling
opium into Canada inside cans
of pickled cucumbers. The op-
eration was called Project Khiar
8 which means cucumber in

Farsi. "As far as we're con-
cerned, this is a very sophisti-
cated criminal organization
that used creative means to
import opium,” said Staff Insp.
Mario Di Tomasso Police said
the opium was hidden in
things like refrigerators, furni-
ture and industrial bolts. They
found liquid opium hidden
inside cherry syrup. There
was even opium made to look
like pickled cucumbers and
hidden in tin cans. Police said
it's not the first time they've
seen drugs hidden in such an
unusual way. "Our officers are
trained to keep up on conceal-

ment trends and share infor-
mation & and this is one of
the ones we've seen in the
past,” said Linda Robertson,
the director of intelligence for
the Canada Border Services
Agency. The investigation
started when border services
intercepted two shipments at
the Port of Montreal. Since
then, they've intercepted at
least four more including
some that landed at Toronto's
Pearson International Airport.
Police said this was an inter-
national crime ring, with the
drugs originating in Iran, then
passing through Turkey, the

the two officers acted appro-
priately, but the Alberta Seri-
ous Incident Response
Team, which investigates
injuries and deaths that may
have resulted from the ac-
tions of a police officer, will
conduct a full investigation.
"The RCMP members did
not have a choice in this
situation. We had an individ-
ual coming out with a hand-
gun, apparently ready to use
it. They used their weapons
to neutralize that threat,"
Webb said.

Netherlands, and France.
Ten people have been ar-
rested and warrants have
been issued for three more.
The drug haul included
nearly 200 kilograms of
opium and 44 kilograms of
ephedrine, a drug used to
make crystal meth. To-
gether, they have an esti-
mated street value of $12
million. Police said all of the
drugs were destined to be
sold on Toronto's streets.
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Soldiers Seize Drug Slingshot On US{exico Border

In what seems like a scene
straight out of a Monty Python
movie, Mexican soldiers
seized a giant catapult be-

lieved to have been used to
fling drugs across the U.S.-
Mexico border. National
Guardsman try out the seized
catapult. Acting on a tip from
the U.S. Border Patrol, the
Mexican military confiscated
45 pounds of marijuana, an
SUV and a metal-framed cata-
pult just south of the border
with Arizona last Friday. The
U.S. tip was based on surveil-
lance video of the border re-
gion, recorded by National
Guard troops deployed to help

U.S. border guards. In one
clip, a group of men appeared
to be testing the huge device,
pulling down its metal beam,
loading it and attempting to
shap its powerful elastic band,
the Tucson Sentinel reported.
The whole thing was mounted
on a trailer dragged right up to
a metal fence on the U.S. bor-

der. Alt |l ooks
catapult that was used back in
the day, o

der Patrol spokesman David

Jimarez told Reuters. fil

Egyptian Gunman Kills Man On Train

An off-duty policeman
boarded a train in southern
Egypt and opened fire Tues-
day, killing a 71-year-old
Christian man and wounding
five others, including the vic-
tim's wife and three other
women, the Interior Ministry
said. All of the victims are
Christian, it said in a release.
There are fears the attack
could spark a new wave of
Christian rioting in a country
still traumatized by a New
Year's suicide attack on a
Coptic church that killed at
least 21 worshippers as they
were leaving mass. Soon after

the attack, hundreds of angry
Copts gathered outside the
hospital where the wounded
were being treated in the cen-
tral Egyptian province of
Minya and pelted the police
with stones. No motive was
immediately known for the
shooting, which came less
than two weeks after a suicide
bomber blew himself up out-
side the church in the Mediter-
ranean city of Alexandria,
sparking three days of fierce
riots by Christians. The minis-
try statement identified the
policeman as Amer Ashour
Abdel-Zaher, a Muslim. It said
he boarded the Cairo-bound
train at the town of Samalout
in Egypt's central Minya prov-
ince and opened fire on the
passengers with a handgun. It
was not immediately clear if
he was aware his victims were
all Christian but according to
the Egyptian newspaper al-
Masry al-Youm the assailant
had checked passengers for
the green cross traditionally
tattooed on the wrists of
Coptic Christians in Egypt.
The statement added that
Abdel-Zaher was on his way
to work at a town near Sama-

lout. The train originated in
Assiut which, like Samalout, is
home to a substantial Chris-
tian community. Police ar-
rested Abdel-Zaher at his
nearby home after he fled the

scene and he was being ques-

tioned, according to the minis-
try statement. Pope weighs in.
Shooting attacks against
Christians occasionally take
place in Egypt's impoverished
south. In January 2010, gun-
men opened fire on worship-
pers leaving a Coptic Christ-
mas Eve church service in
southern Egypt, killing six
Christians and a Muslim
guard. Many Christians
charge that the authorities are
not doing enough to protect
them and in fact allege some
members of the security ser-
vices turn a blind eye to anti-

Christian incidents. The attack

comes as Egypt was bristling
at international expressions of
concern over the safety of its
Christian population and re-
called its ambassador to the
Vatican following comments
by Pope Benedict XVI. In a
speech Monday, Benedict
cited recent attacks on Chris-
tians in Egypt, Iraq and Nige-

not seen anything like that in
my time before as a Border
Patrol agent é
are trained to handle any

kind of a threat that comes
over that
pult, 3 yards high, was capa-
ble of launching 4.4 pounds

of marijuana at a time, an
unidentified Mexican army
bfficér ®ld ArizameTd/ iste-v a |
tion KVOA. The men who

T u ¢ s o had beercspotied te®ingrthe

device managed to run off

h lzefore Mexican soldiers

ria, and said governments
must take effective meas-
ures to protect religious mi-
norities. Hossam Zaki,
Egypt's Foreign Ministry
spokesman, described
Benedict's remarks as
"unacceptable" and accused
him of interfering in the
country's internal affairs.
"Egypt will not allow non-
Egyptians to interfere in its
internal affairs under any
pretext," he said. Six Copts
were shot by an off-duty
policeman on a train be-
tween Assiut and Cairo on
Tuesday. One Copt was
killed and five remain in criti-
cal condition. The gunman,
identified as Amer Ashour
Abdel-Zaher, was on his way
to work in Beni Mazar police
station when he boarded the
train at approximately 17.00
hours in the town of Sama-
lout in Egypt's Minya prov-
ince, roughly 260 km south
of Cairo. He shot the six
Copts after chanting "Allahu
Akbar" (Allah is Great) then
attempted to flee but was
apprehended by passengers

al t |

border . 0°
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Montreal Police Officer Beaten In Mexico

A Montreal police officer was
badly beaten by suspected
biker gang members while on
vacation in Mexico. The offi-
cer, who is in his late 20s, was
with six fellow officers from the
Montreal police force and two

from Quebec provincial police.
According to Montreal police,
the group was staying in the
popular resort town of Playa
del Carmen. On Saturday, the
victim and two of his fellow
officers went to a bar in
nearby Cancun. A fight en-
sued after the victim, who
became separated from the
others, reportedly tried to pho-
tograph a Quebec Hells An-
gels member who was at the
bar. Montreal police would not
confirm that detail, but Sgt. lan
Lafreniére said the man was
alone when the attack took
place. He said his friends lost

'‘Bling' Seized By Police

A bejeweled gang leader has
just lost some of his glitter,
according to police in Prince
George. Police have seized
$200,000 worth of the man's
custom-made jewelry as sus-
pected proceeds of crime.
They aren't naming the man,
who's currently behind bars.
But they call him a high rank-

sight of him and figured he
had returned to the hotel in
Playa del Carmen. When they
realized he hadn't come back,
they returned to the bar and
found him badly beaten. La-
freniére said the officer, who
suffered "very serious injuries
to his head" and was "barely
recognizable," had surgery in
a Mexican hospital. He flew
home Thursday. Investigators
are planning to meet with the
officer to confirm whether it
was a simple bar fight, as
Mexican police are saying, or
whether he was targeted be-
cause of his work. "I'm not

ing member of the Game Tight
Soldiers in Prince George.
Police said he's also con-
nected with a Hells Angels
puppet group called the Rene-
gades. RCMP Corp. Craig
Douglass said the gang task
force has seized guns, cash,
cocaine and a lot of valuable
"bling." "There's a gold chain

Fake Marijjuana Seized From Calgary Stores

Police in Calgary say they
have seized a synthetic form
of marijuana for the first time
after raids on seven retail
stores across the city. Officers
executed search warrants on
three outlets of Bongs and

Such, three outlets of
Smoker's Corner and a Grass
Roots store, officials said.
They found $30,000 worth of
the illegal product & a con-
coction of dried herbs sprayed
with chemical 8 which mimic
the effects of marijuana, police
said. A warehouse was also
searched and found to be
storing the drugs, which are
classified in Canada under the
Controlled Drug and Sub-
stances Act. The products are
sold under several brand
names, including "Spice", "K-
2", "Yucatan Fire", "Tribe" and
"Skunk". According to U.S.

medical reports, users have
suffered side effects including
panic attacks, heart palpita-
tions, hallucinations, delusions
and vomiting, police said. "I
think when you actually take a
look at the product itself, it
actually says it's not for hu-
man consumption. It's one of
the things placed on the prod-
uct to, | guess, avoid liability,"
said Det. Collin Harris of the
Calgary police drug unit. De-
spite that, people working in
the stores demonstrated to
undercover officers how to
prepare the drug and how to
smoke it, Harris said. The

saying they're not helping
us, but at this moment it's
not considered as an ag-
gression against a police
officer," Lafreniére said. "We
have to talk to the officer
who was severely beaten
up. We want to find out what
happened, exactly. Was he
targeted because he is a
police officer? We are trying
to discover that." Lafreniere
confirmed the officer is not a
member of the force's anti-
gang squad

that weighs a considerable
amount, there's rings, there's
a charm that's as big as my
palm gold with a significant
amount of small diamond that
we believe to be the proceeds
of crime," he said. It's now up
to the courts to determine
whether the jewelry and cash
seized are proceeds of crime.

intended clientele would be
teenagers 8 who might be-
lieve the substance is legal
0 he said. In November the
U.S Drug Enforcement
Agency began the process
of making the substances
illegal. Police in Calgary first
became aware of synthetic
marijuana in October 2010,
following a large seizure of
the drug by the Canadian
Border Services Agency.
There have been as many
as 50 seizures of the drug
across Canada since 2008.



