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Public Faith In Local Police Still High  

lice to account. "We are 
absolutely committed that 
our citizens get those an-
swers. That we engage in 
the appropriate reviews, 
that we get to the truth," 
Blair told CBC News. 
 
Continued next page  

A new poll suggests pub-
lic confidence in local 
police across Canada 
remains high, despite a 
year of controversies 
over alleged police 
abuses and use of force. 
At the same time, there 
are signs of growing dis-
trust and skepticism. In 
an EKOS Research poll 
conducted during the 
week of Dec. 10-14 and 
released exclusively to 
CBC News, 1,740 Cana-
dians were questioned 
about: 

Confidence in local 

police. 

Police performance. 

Whether trust levels 

have decreased. 

Whether police re-

spect citizens' rights. 
Of those surveyed, 85 
per cent said they have a 
moderate or high level of 
confidence in police ð 
despite such high-profile 
controversies related to 
tight security at the G20 
summit in Toronto, fatal 
stun-gun incidents and 
the recent video of a vio-
lent arrest and strip-
search of a woman by 
Ottawa police. "But there 

is some evidence of some 
cracks in that public confi-
dence," cautioned Frank 
Graves, the president of 
EKOS, whose firm has 
been polling the public on 
the topic for many years. 
"We see in post-G20 To-
ronto that the public trust 
levels in the police, com-
pared to previous years ... 
there's a more decisive 
lean to thinking it's gotten 
worse." Graves explained. 
"There's been an erosion of 
trust." 
 
 In Toronto, 28 per cent of 
respondents said their trust 
has decreased. In Ottawa, 
despite a smaller sample 
size of only 86 people sur-
veyed, there were some 

differences showing 
higher levels of dis-
trust. "It really struck a 
chord in Ottawa ð the 
abuses of the young 
makeup artist that was 
detained and really 
mishandled badly in 
terms of how things 
worked when she got 
to the jail," said 
Graves. He was refer-
ring to the case of Sta-
cey Bonds, who is su-
ing police for $1.2 mil-
lion after her violent 
detention and strip-
search was captured 
on jailhouse video. 
"Well, I think some of 
the events that have 
taken place in Toronto 
and Ottawa, and a few 
other places in the 
country, do raise ques-
tions that require an-
swers," Bill Blair, chief 
of the Toronto Police 
Service and head of 
the Canadian Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, 
said when shown the 
results of the poll. Blair 
said a series of re-
views and investiga-
tions into both the G20 
and the Ottawa inci-
dents should hold po-
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Public Faith In Local Police Still High: EKOS ðContinued 
with a returning public concern 
over citizen rights and personal 
liberties. "We see ð particu-
larly with the younger portion 
of the population ðsome fray-
ing in the belief that the pursuit 
of security has provided an 
acceptable balance in terms of 
how it impacts on individual 
human rights, privacy and 
other areas," he said. The poll 
of 1,740 people included a 
margin of error of plus or mi-
nus 2.35 percentage points, 19 
times out of 20. 

WATCHDOG CONCERN 
 
Some police watchdogs ques-
tion the accuracy of polls ask-
ing about confidence in police. 
"The public's always going to 
say they have confidence in it 
ð because they don't have 
much choice,"  Coalition and 
has just published his second 
book on the subject, said John 
Sewell, a former mayor of 
Toronto who now heads the 
Toronto Police Accountability 
Police in Canada, The Real 
Story. "So, do you think your 
doctor's terrific? 'Oh yeah, my 

doctor's terrific!' Do you like 
firemen? 'I love firemen.' Do 
you like police officers? 'Oh 
yeah!' "What one needs more 
than anything is a big and 
public discussion where you 
get a sense that the police are 
getting under control," said 
Sewell, who argues there are 
not enough controls over po-
lice and seldom proper ac-
countability in cases of police 
abuses.  "It's very interesting. 
Elections sort of do that. And 
so in Toronto recently, or Cal-
gary recently, we've had  
elections where the public has 

sort of said a few things. "We 
don't have those kinds of 
mechanisms in respect to the 
police and that's a problem," 
Sewell said. EKOS has been 
conducting surveys about 
attitudes toward police and 
civil rights for many years. 
"The last decade could proba-
bly be characterized as the 
security decade ð driven by 
Sept. 11, an aging society and 
a political marketplace that 
really put a lot of emphasis on 
those things," Graves said. He 
sees the latest poll results as 
the swinging of the pendulum, 

Cop Car Of  The Future Uses Force Field Propulsion 

Patent 4663932  for a Dipolar 
Force Field Propulsion Sys-
tem, which James E.Cox pub-
lished in 1987. Scientists, help 
us out here: Is there such thing 
as force field propulsion? Will 
there be? 

You saw the cop's motorcycle 
chasing down young James T. 
Kirk in Star Trek ? This would 
be the corresponding police 
squad car, destined to be the 
favorite of cops the world over 
ð well, as soon as someone 
builds an affordable force field 
propulsion engine. Described 

by its designer as a 4x4 vehi-
cle built of a special composite 
material that's capable of be-
ing either "one-way or two-
way transparent," it's also 
bulletproof to fend off those 
miscreants running rampant in 
our violent future. Its force 
field generators allow it to fly 

just above ground level, and 
the colored light bars along 
its sides indicate "the current 
power ratio and speed of the 
moving vehicle."  We were 
thinking this was a com-
pletely far-fetched design 
concept, until we saw a de-
scription of United States 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/4663932.html
http://dvice.com/archives/2009/05/6-technologies.php
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/4663932.html
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varied up and down, reaching 
a recent high of 185 in 2007. 
One of the most recent casual-
ties was recorded Sunday 
when a Massachusetts officer 
was shot to death during an 
alleged armed robbery at a 
department store. "A more 
brazen, cold-blooded criminal 
element is on the prowl in 
America," Floyd says. "And 
they don't think twice about 
killing a cop." 

WASHINGTON ð The num-
ber of law officers killed in 
the line of duty across the 
United States jumped 37% 
this year, reversing two con-
secutive years of steep de-
clines, according to a report 
released Monday by a na-
tional police advocacy 
group. The deaths of 160 
officers in 2010 includes a 
20% increase in fatal shoot-
ings that involved five cases 
in which at least two officers 
were killed by gunfire in sin-
gle incidents in Arkansas, 

California, Florida and Puerto 
Rico, a survey by the National 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund found. Fatal 
shootings jumped from 49 in 
2009, to 59 in 2010, marking 
the second straight year in 
which gunfire deaths in-
creased by at least 20%. 
Meanwhile, traffic-related 
deaths ð the leading cause of 
work-related death for police 
ð increased from 51 in 2009, 
to 73 this year, according to 
the report. The increases in all 
major categories marked a 

striking turn-
around from 
2009 when the 
117 officer fa-
talities repre-
sented a 50-
year low, ac-
cording to the 
police group. 
Craig Floyd, 
chairman of the 
memorial fund 
which closely 
tracks officer 

deaths, suggests the rise in 
fatalities represents "troubling 
signs" that officer layoffs and 
other public safety budget 
cutbacks due to the lagging 
economy are "putting officers 
at risk." "The budget cutbacks 
mean less training and fewer 
available resources, like re-
placing cars when you need 
to," Floyd says. "Hopefully, 
these numbers will be a warn-
ing signal." Jim Pasco, execu-
tive director of the 
Fraternal Order of 
Police, the nation's 
largest police union, 
says there is no clear 
evidence that a re-
duction in force or 
resources is behind 
the spike in fatalities. 
"I really think that at 
the end of the day, 
this is a reflection of 
the cyclical nature of 
this kind of violence," 
he says. In the past 
five years, the officer 
fatality numbers have 

Line-Of-Duty Deaths Rise 37% This Year 

FRATERNAL  ORDER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 

http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Places,+Geography/States,+Territories,+Provinces,+Islands/Puerto+Rico
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Places,+Geography/States,+Territories,+Provinces,+Islands/Puerto+Rico
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/National+Law+Enforcement+Officers+Memorial
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/National+Law+Enforcement+Officers+Memorial
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/National+Law+Enforcement+Officers+Memorial
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Organizations/Non-profits,+Activist+Groups/Fraternal+Order+of+Police
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Organizations/Non-profits,+Activist+Groups/Fraternal+Order+of+Police


in Vancouver, Abbotsford, 
Saanich, Prince George and 
Kelowna -- Kelowna drivers 
were the most likely to be 
drunk or stoned. "The repeat 
offenders that we are getting 
are the old hardcore drinkers 
that ... don't see the harm 
that they are doing to the 
community. They think 
they're only hurting them-
selves and they don't see 
the whole picture," Kelowna 
RCMP Const. Bob Charron 
said. The results can be 
deadly. When the blood al-
cohol levels of drivers who 
died behind the wheel were 
tested, 37 per cent had alco-
hol in their system, while 32 
per cent had consumed 
other drugs. 

A new province-wide survey 
suggests that the number of 
British Columbians getting 
seriously drunk -- or high -- 
before driving is on the rise. 
The Canadian Centre for Sub-
stance Abuse conducted road-
side surveys of more than 
2,800 drivers in five B.C. com-

munities, and found that fewer 
people are drinking alcohol 
before driving. About 10 per 
cent of drivers tested had any 
alcohol in their blood, down 
from more than 18 per cent in 
1995. But the researchers 
also found that the number of 
drivers caught with blood alco-

hol levels over the legal limit 
of .08 had increased to 2.4 per 
cent -- up from 1.9 per cent in 
2003. "That's a significant 
increase in the proportion of 
people who are legally im-
paired out on the roads at 
night," the CCSA's Doug Beir-
ness told CTV News. The 
researchers also found an 
alarming number of drugged 
drivers -- 7.2 per cent had 
drugs besides alcohol in their 
systems. "Certainly cannabis 
is number one, there's no 
question about it, but we have 
drivers out on the road after 
using cocaine, amphetamines, 
methamphetamines, opiate 
narcotics and benzodiazapi-
nes as well," Beirness said. 
The surveys were conducted 

More B.C. Drivers Are Drunk Or Stoned On The Road  

Cree Mountie Takes Top RCMP Post In Sask. 

about negative situations or 
negative relationships, we 
have to accept that as a real-
ity because it's usually as a 
result of a particular negative 
incident," he said. "What can I 
do to foster or enable us to 
[have] a better working rela-
tionship? Back to my back-
ground, not only as an abo-
riginal person, but my profes-
sional experience across 
Canada and being able to 
relate to different challenges 
that people face." Mirasty 
started full-time duties in mid-
December, but the official 
change of command cere-
mony with the RCMP com-
missioner won't happen until 
February. He says he's glad 
to be back in Saskatchewan. 
"To be able to head the 
RCMP in your home province 
ð what an honour. It couldn't 
get any better for me." 

In fluent Cree, the new top 
Mountie in Saskatchewan 
says he's "very pleased to 
have been given this work." 
"Nimithwethiteen ota ipi me-
thikawiyan oma atoskewin," 
RCMP Chief Supt. Russ 
Mirasty says. Mirasty, a 
member of the Lac La Ronge 
First Nation in northern Sas-
katchewan, has taken over 
as the commanding officer of 
F Division ð becoming the 
first aboriginal person to lead 
an RCMP division in the 
force's history. 'It couldn't 
get any better for me.' ð
RCMP Chief Supt. Russ 

Mirasty He's modest about 
the achievement. "It wasn't 
really something that I was 
preoccupied with and really, 
as a matter of fact, [it] wasn't 
an issue for me when I was 
appointed to this job in terms 
of having it dominate my 
thoughts or being something 
that I thought about on a daily 
basis," Mirasty said in a re-
cent interview with The Cana-
dian Press. "But when I did 
have time to reflect on it, and 
my wife and I talked, and 
even my children, it was, 'You 
know this is historic.' My 
daughter actually said, 'This is 
pretty cool.'" Only 2 First 
Nations cadets Mirasty 
joined the RCMP in 1976 . 
He remembers being one of 
only two First Nations cadets 
in his troop at Depot Division, 
the RCMP's training academy 
in Regina. "We were certainly 
a minority," he recalled. "But it 
wasn't really an issue quite 
frankly. Everybody knew who 

we were, but ... it's so busy, 
it's so demanding, I think the 
people that are in training 
don't have time to think about 
anything but getting through 
the days." He worked his way 
through the ranks and across 
the country from Gander, 
N.L., to Prince George, B.C. 
He served stints in general 
detachment policing, highway 
patrol and police dog ser-
vices. Then Mirasty got in-
volved with something that he 
has "a passion for" ð aborigi-
nal policing services. He 
worked with the program in 
Saskatchewan and oversaw it 
at the national level. Cree is 
Mirasty's first language and 
the North is still a big part of 
who he is. For one thing, 
Mirasty says, his background 
helps him understand people 
better. Troubled relation-
ships He acknowledges the 
force's relationship with some 
communities hasn't always 
been good. "When we talk 
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lokoltsev met with leaders of 
the demonstrators and prom-
ised Sviridov's death would be 
thoroughly investigated. Most 
of the crowd dispersed about 
an hour after the violence be-
gan. However, Interfax re-
ported that some demonstra-
tors later clashed with police at 
a subway station below the 
square after trying to storm a 
train on which they'd spotted a 
passenger who appeared to be 
of Caucasus origin. Earlier 
Saturday, several thousand 
mourners gathered to lay flow-
ers at the bus stop in northern 
Moscow where Sviridov was 
killed. 

Police clashed with thou-
sands of soccer fans and 
nationalists who gathered 
near the Kremlin on Satur-
day to protest against the 
fatal shooting of a man on 
the streets of Moscow. At 
least three people were re-
ported injured and 65 de-
tained. The crowd of more 
than 2,000 was distraught 
over the death Monday of 

Yegor Sviridov, a member of 
the Spartak team's fan organi-
zation, who was shot with 
rubber bullets Monday in a 
fight at a bus stop. A suspect 
arrested in the shooting is 
from Kabardino-Balkaria in the 
Caucasus. News of the arrest 
fanned the persistent resent-
ment that many Slavic Rus-
sians hold for the dark-
complexioned Caucasus eth-

nic groups. A Moscow court 
on Saturday also authorized 
the arrest of two other sus-
pects, both from the Caucasus 
region of Dagestan. The dem-
onstrators on Manezh Square 
next to the Kremlin shouted 
nationalist invective such as 
"Russia for Russians" and 
yelled abuse at riot police who 
were trying to control the 
crowd. Demonstrators threw 
flares at the police and some 
stripped large ornaments off a 
Christmas tree in the square 
and flung them at the officers. 
When the crowd tried to break 
through the police line, police 
waded in, swinging batons 
and trying to disperse the 
demonstrators. 
 
POLICE ARREST DOZENS 
IN PROTEST 
The state news agency RIA 
Novosti said at least three 
people were seriously injured. 
Police spokesman Viktor 
Biryukov was quoted by Rus-
sian media as saying 65 peo-
ple had been detained. Mos-
cow police Chief Vladimir Ko-

Moscow Police, Soccer Fans Clash 

Gang Warfare Suspected After Another B.C. Arson 

hold of Prince George as 
they fight to rule the local 
drug trade. Besides the 
Game Tight Soldiers, the 
criminal organizations fight-
ing for supremacy in the city 
include the Independent 
Soldiers, the Renegades 
and a motorcycle gang asso-
ciated with the Hells Angels.  
The city was rated the most 
dangerous in Canada by 
Maclean's magazine.  Mem-
bers of the Uniformed Gang 
Task Force have visited the 
city several times in recent 
months to advise local 
Mounties on tactics.  

Police in Prince George are 
investigating yet another sus-
pected arson that could be 
connected to escalating gang 
activity in the northern B.C. 
city. RCMP were called to a 
home in the 2600-block of 
Quince Street on Friday morn-
ing after someone smashed a 
window and tried to start a 
fire. No one was hurt. Police 
are calling the arson attempt a 
serious criminal act, and say it 
could be linked to street gang 
warfare that cost a disabled 
woman her life after a fire last 
month. Linda Fredin was 
trapped in her wheelchair 
when her home was con-
sumed by fire on Nov. 24.  

The 56-year-old was airlifted 
to Vancouver General Hospi-
tal but passed away on Dec. 
3. Investigators believe the fire 
may be linked to another 
blaze at a tattoo shop owned 
by a gang member -- the boy-
friend of Fredin's daughter. 
Police say Joey Arrance 
owned the Twisted Soul Tat-
too Shop, which burned down 
a day before the fire at the 
house, which he rents.  Ar-
rance is a known member of 
the Game Tight Soldiers gang. 
He was in jail at the time of 
both fires. He is facing multi-
ple firearms charges and one 
count of sexual assault.  Po-
lice say gangs have taken 



followed with the same re-
quest. "It's an important step 
and an important signal," 
Bentley told CP. "We're 
pleased Craigslist appears 
to have taken steps to pro-
tect women, children and the 
vulnerable." No official com-
ment was immediately avail-
able from Craigslist, and 
some ads in Halifax and 
elsewhere were online Sat-
urday afternoon. Some ad-
vocates for a safer sex trade 
have said pulling the ads 
simply sweeps the larger 
issues of prostitution and 
sexual exploitation out of the 
public eye. 
 
 
 

A scan of Craigslist's Cana-
dian websites suggests the 
U.S.-based classifieds website 
has taken down its controver-
sial "erotic services" section, 
following months of political 
pressure. On Saturday after-
noon, most Canadian home-
pages did not display the sec-
tion. Previously, the ads had 

shown blatant sex listings, 
which included prices and 
accompanying photos. Justice 
Minister Rob Nicholson said 
he was glad that the San 
Francisco-based company 
had taken the section out of its 
popular listings. "Our govern-
ment was concerned that such 
advertisements could facilitate 

serious criminal offences, 
such as living on the avails of 
child prostitution and traffick-
ing in persons," he said in a 
statement sent to The Cana-
dian Press. For the past four 
months, provincial and federal 
politicians have lobbied 
Craigslist to remove the ads 
following a similar debate in 
the U.S., where several attor-
neys general complained that 
the section promoted the ille-
gal sex trade. That public de-
bate prompted Ontario Attor-
ney General Chris Bentley to 
write a pair of letters to 
Craigslist chief Jim Buckmas-
ter, personally asking him to 
get rid of the ads in Canada. 
Governments in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta 

Craigslist Pulls Sex Ads From Canadian Sites 

Haitian Police Fire Teargas At Election Protesters 

no idea where to vote, while 
others arrived at polling sta-
tions to find that their names 
were not on the rolls. Some 
said they found their names 
on one list, outside a voting-
room door for instance, only 
to find that they were not on 
the list inside. There were 
also claims of stolen ballot 
boxes and allegations of bal-
lot-stuffing. The winner of the 
presidential race will have to 
deal with Haiti's crushing pov-
erty, a cholera epidemic that 
has killed more than 1,900 
people and post-earthquake 
reconstruction, including over-
seeing billions of promised 
aid dollars from the United 
States and other nations. Ten of the 19 presidential 

candidates marched through 
Haiti's capital on Sunday to 
demand officials annul the 
elections. "We are here to 
protest. We want the elec-
tions annulled. There were 
no elections on the 28th," 
said Charles Baker, one of 
the presidential candidates 

denouncing the Nov. 28 elec-
tion. Riot police fired tear gas 
in a bid to disperse the march 
while some of an estimated 
1,500 protesters burned tires 
on the street and threw 
stones at UN vehicles. The 
presidential hopefuls were 
part of a group of 12 candi-
dates who called for voting to 

be cancelled while 
polls were open, 
alleging the election 
had been rigged by 
President René 
Preval in favour of 
the ruling Unity 
party's candidate, 
state construction 
company chief Jude 
Celestin. The elec-
tion was riddled with 
problems: Polls 
opened late and 
many registered 
voters were improp-
erly turned away 
from polls. Observ-
ers with the Organi-
zation of American 

States-Caribbean Community 
also cited instances of vio-
lence and voter intimidation, 
but said the problems were 
not widespread enough to 
invalidate the election. Other 
observers said the vote was 
tainted. Confusion appeared 
to be one major obstacle to 
the election. Many voters had 
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B.C. Drinking -Driving Offences Still High: RCMP 

Driving. "I sincerely thought 
that and I hoped that." The 
new regulations make it diffi-
cult to make meaningful 
comparisons between 2010 
figures and those from previ-
ous years. On average, 133 
people are killed each year 
in B.C. because of drunk 
driving, RCMP say. In De-
cember 2009, there were 35 
such fatalities, 11 in the 
Lower Mainland. "If you 
could imagine your family 
doing without someone be-
cause they were killed by a 
drunk driver, then that will 
destroy this Christmas and 
every Christmas thereafter," 
said Rorison. Police will 
keep enforcement pressure 
high throughout the holiday 
season, said Cpl. Jamie 
Chung. "If you continue to 
drive under the influence, 
prepare to lose your licence, 
to have your vehicle im-
pounded, to pay hefty fines 
and to possibly face criminal 
charges," said Chung 

Many B.C. drivers still aren't 
getting the message about 
drinking and driving, as hun-
dreds were found to be over 
the limit in the first two weeks 
of December alone, a sober-
driving advocate says. 
The RCMP reports that in the 
15-day period, they: 

Recommended charges 

against 167 people for im-
paired driving. 

Issued 264 three-day 

driving suspensions. 

Issued three seven-day 

suspensions. 

Issued 536 90-day sus-

pensions. 
All 536 drivers who were is-
sued the 90-day suspensions 
also had their vehicles im-
pounded for 30 days, police 
said. Police also reported 118 
charges of excessive speed, 
resulting in the seven-day 
impoundment of 117 vehicles. 
The numbers only account for 
areas policed by the RCMP 
and do not reflect any other 
offences committed in the 11 
B.C. cities with their own mu-
nicipal police forces. B.C. in-
troduced new drinking and 

driving regulations in Septem-
ber, which levied harsher pen-
alties for impaired driving and 
lowered the blood alcohol 
threshold at which penalties 
would be imposed. Anyone 
caught driving with a blood 
alcohol level of between 0.05 
and 0.08 are hit with an imme-
diate, three-day driving ban 
and a $200 fine. A 90-day 
driving ban and a $500 fine is 
imposed on anyone who re-
fuses a breathalyzer test or 
blows over 0.08 blood alcohol 
level. The numbers indicate 
that in addition to the divers 
found above the new thresh-
old, 536 drivers either were 
behind the wheel while at 0.08 
or over, or refused a breatha-
lyzer test. 
 
AVERAGE DECEMBER F A-
TALITIES HIGH 
"I honestly thought there 
would be a reduction in people 
getting caught drinking and 
driving," said Bob Rorison, 
head of the Vancouver chap-
ter of Mothers Against Drunk 
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ops in the Cariboo region.  "It 
certainly is a growing trend," 
Douglass said. "One reason 
being that Lower Mainland 
cities are developing bylaws 
and enforcement tactics that 
make it difficult for growers. 
Another is because of the vast-
ness of northern B.C. There 
are thousands of hectares of 
remote land that provide little 
detection in the grower's 
mind."  The CRIME pilot pro-
ject has successfully seized 
57,000 marijuana plants in-
tended for commercial distribu-
tion and made 25 arrests since 
its launch in September.  

The Cariboo Region Inte-
grated Marijuana Enforce-
ment task force has busted 
the 28th marijuana grow-op 
in the Cariboo region in 
three months, according to 
Prince George RCMP.  In a 
press release Monday, the 

Crime Unit 
and 
Mounties 
announced 
the seizure 
of 2,298 
marijuana 
plants from 
a large in-
door grow-
op located 

on Horrocks Road south of 
Prince George on Dec. 9.  
Police found about $4,000 in 
cash and equipment at the 
private residence and deter-
mined that a stolen overhead 
electrical transformer was also 
being used to steal from BC 

Hydro.  The sophisticated 
operation consisted of three 
separate growing rooms con-
taining marijuana plants at 
various stages of maturity.  
One adult male from B.C.'s 
Lower Mainland was arrested 
and faces a number of 
charges, including production 
and possession of a controlled 
substance for the purpose of 
trafficking and possession of 
property obtained by crime 
and theft of telecommunica-
tion service under the Criminal 
Code.  Cpl. Craig Douglass 
told ctvbc.ca that an increas-
ing amount of Lower Mainland 
residents are setting up grow-

FRATERNAL  ORDER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Prince George RCMP Bust 28th Grow-Op In 3 Months  



UN World Drug Report ñ Photo Series 
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Over the next few issues we will be showing a series of photographs from around the world depicting the real impact of 
drugs. Some pictures will be very graphic The United Nations World Drug report, released earlier this year, notes that 
2009 marks "the end of the first century of drug control (it all started in Shanghai in 1909)", and that the illicit drug mar-
ket worldwide has now become a $320 billion-per-year industry. As drug-related violence in Mexico appears to continue 
unabated, and crackdowns in Afghanistan are being made against its massive opium crops, new efforts are also being 
made worldwide in methods of enforcement and treatment of recovering addicts.  

A man prepares to inject heroin at an abandoned house 
in Ljubljana August 3, 2009. (REUTERS/Bor Slana)  

A police officer stands guard as drugs are burned in 
Panama City July 31, 2009. Authorities destroyed and 
burned more than six tons of cocaine and marijuana 
confiscated between June and July, said the police 

press office. (REUTERS/Alberto Lowe)  

Police officers from the district of Ar Gul, swing away with 
long sticks to eradicate a patch of illegally grown opium 
poppies in the Badakhshan province of Afghanistan on 

July 16, 2009. Two years ago, opium - the raw ingredient 
used to make heroin - was grown on nearly half a million 

acres in Afghanistan, the largest illegal narcotics crop 
ever produced by a modern nation. A government crack-
down on poppy cultivation has spelled economic disaster 

for many communities throughout the country. (AP 
Photo/Julie Jacobson)  

A drug addict, stoned on Heroin, sleeps in the shelter 
area provided for the homeless at the Kabul Drug Treat-
ment and Rehabilitation Center September 29, 2009 in 

Kabul, Afghanistan. (Paula Bronstein/Getty Images)  

http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/10/2009_un_world_drug_report.html


Too Many Air Fresheners Lead To Cocaine Arrest  

Page 9  

so far this year. The Insur-
ance Bureau points out that 
a professional thief can steal 
a car in 30 seconds. It warns 
drivers to follow some practi-
cal advice, such as locking 
their cars, parking in a well-
lit busy area, and never leav-
ing the vehicle running while 
unattended. 
The top-10 list of stolen vehi-
cles: 

1. 2000 Honda Civic SiR 

two-door. 

2. 1999 Honda Civic SiR 

two-door. 

3. 2002 Cadillac Escalade 

four-door 4WD. 

4. 2004 Cadillac Escalade 

four-door 4WD. 

5. 2005 Acura RSX Type 

S two-door. 

6. 1997 Acura Integra two-

door. 

7. 2000 Audi Quattro four-

door AWD. 

8. 2003 Hummer H2 four-

door AWD. 

9. 2006 Acura RSX Type 

S two-door. 

10. 2004 Hummer H2 four-

door AWD. 

Canadian car thieves seem to 
have a peculiar taste for 10-
year-old Honda Civics. For the 
fourth year in a row, the Civic 
leads the list of most stolen 
cars in Canada. The 2000 and 
1999 Civic SiR two-door are 
the number 1 and number 2 
most stolen cars in Canada, 
according to the Insurance 
Bureau of Canada. But those 
who prefer to drive big, lum-
bering luxury vehicles should-
n't be too smug. Two different 
model years of both the Cadil-

lac Escalade and the Hummer 
H2 occupy four spots on the 
top-10 list. Three models of 
the Acura and the Audi Quat-
tro round out the IBC's list of 
the top-10 stolen vehicles. 
While figures for the total 
number of vehicles stolen in 
2010 aren't in yet, there is 
some encouraging news from 
2009. 
 
CLOSE TO $1 BILLION 
LOST TO VEHICLE THEFT 
LAST YEAR  

Last year 108,172 
vehicles were 
stolen in Canada, 
a drop of 15 per 
cent from 2008. 
Still, the overall 
cost of auto theft 
is close to $1 
billion. 
The Insurance 
Bureau is hoping 
new federal legis-
lation will drive 
those numbers 
down even fur-
ther. Bill S-9, 
passed by Parlia-
ment in Novem-
ber, attaches 
tougher sen-
tences for car 
theft, along with 

adding new provisions to the 
Criminal Code to make it eas-
ier to charge car thieves. "IBC 
congratulates the federal gov-
ernment for cracking down on 
organized crime and auto theft 
for export, and for making the 
safety and security of Canadi-
ans a priority," said Rick 
Dubin, the vice-president of 
investigative services at IBC. 
Canada Border Services has 
seized 600 stolen vehicles 
valued at $18 million at the 
ports of Montreal and Halifax 

Honda Civic Named Canada's Most Stolen Car  
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Canadian border agents have 
their noses to thank after a 
sweet smelling truck led them 
to bust a man who was alleg-
edly trying to smuggle $1.5 
million worth of cocaine into 
the country. A 44-year-old 
Surrey, B.C. man is facing a 
number of drug trafficking 
charges after RCMP say he 
attempted to conceal 37 kilo-
grams of cocaine in the cab of 
a semi-trailer truck at the Pa-

cific Highway Border Crossing 
on Nov. 23. In an attempt to 
mask the pungent odour of 
acetone, which is used to cut 
the drug, Mounties say he had 
13 air fresheners in the cab, 
including 10 hanging pine tree 
versions. Cst. Michael 
McLaughlin said in a press 
release that it is very unusual 
for drug traffickers to hide 
drugs in the front of a com-
mercial truck because of the 

strong smell. The suspect was 
arrested at the scene but re-
leased pending formal 
charges. Federal RCMP is 
working with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration to 
determine the source of the 
cocaine. "There is little doubt 
that organized crime is re-
sponsible for this attempt to 
violate the border," McLaugh-
lin said.  
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Youth Joyride In Marked Police Academy Cars 
surplus vehicles to the pub-
lic. "We paint over them our-
selves, so we've initiated 
that policy since," he said. 
"Our vehicles are not re-
leased with any markings on 
them." The cars in the video 
are now in the junkyard, said 
MacLeod. RCMP said too 
much time has passed to lay 
charges. 

The Atlantic Police Academy 
in Summerside has changed 
its policy on how it deals with 
surplus vehicles after a video 
was posted on YouTube show 
youth joyriding in their cars. 
The video, taken down Mon-
day, shows five cars that still 
sport academy markings burn-
ing rubber on a public road 

near Richmond in western 
P.E.I. The smoke is so thick it 
obscures the vehicles. At one 
point two of the cars bump 
together before they peel off 
down the highway. When the 
cars return, their police acad-
emy markings are clearly visi-
ble. A young girl is seen as a 
passenger in one of the cars. 

It's not the kind of advertising 
the Atlantic Police Academy 
wants on the internet. The 
video was posted in March, 
and was viewed more than 
1,000 times before it was re-
moved. "It does portray the 
markings that are on the vehi-
cle and that's what we're con-
cerned about," said Edgar 
MacLeod, executive director 
of the Atlantic Police Acad-
emy. "When we checked out 
these cars, they were sold 
from the Atlantic Police Acad-
emy as scrap in 2008. The 
person doing the selling for us 
was supposed to have re-
moved the decals." MacLeod 
said the academy is now a 
little more careful when selling 

Use of cocaine re-

mained low after declining 
from levels in the 1980s and 
1990s. 
The survey, conducted by 
the University of Michigan, 
covered 46,482 students in 
396 schools. An international 
study on the prevalence of 
cannabis use among 15-
year-olds published in the 
Archives of Pediatric and 
Adolescent Medicine last 
February suggested that in 
Canada, 30 per cent of boys 
and 28 per cent of girls 
smoked the drug in 2006. In 
2002, 43 per cent of boys 
and 37 per cent of girls said 
they had done so. Among 
Canadians aged 15 to 24 
years, use of at least one of 
five illicit drugs ð cocaine or 
crack, speed, hallucinogens, 
ecstasy, and heroin ð in the 
preceding year decreased 
from 11.3 per cent in 2004 to 
5.5 per cent in 2009, Statis-
tics Canada said. 

America's teens are using 
more marijuana and less 
alcohol, according to an an-
nual government study of 
eighth-, 10th- and 12th-
graders across the country. 
Some 6.1 per cent of high-
school seniors reported using 
marijuana almost daily in 
2009, according to the Moni-
toring the Future survey re-
leased by the U.S. National 

Institutes of Health. Near daily 
use of marijuana ð that is, 20 
times in the month before the 
survey ð by 10th-graders 
climbed from 2.8 per cent to 
3.3 per cent, and for eighth-
grade students it edged up 
from 1.0 per cent to 1.2 per 
cent. "These high rates of 
marijuana use during the teen 
and preteen years, when the 
brain continues to develop, 

place our young 
people at particu-
lar risk," said Dr. 
Nora Volkow, di-
rector of the U.S. 
National Institute 
on Drug Abuse. 
On the other 
hand, binge drink-
ing is on the de-
cline. While 23.2 
per cent of high 
school seniors 
reported having 
five or more drinks 
in a row, that's 
down from 25.2 
per cent a year 
earlier. The binge 

rate for this age group peaked 
at 31.5 per cent in 1998. 
On other topics the survey 
found: 

Use of ecstasy, which 

had declined in the early 
2000s, is increasing again. 

There was a small in-

crease in teens injecting her-
oin, but only among 12th-
graders. 

More U.S. Teens Smoking Pot: Report 
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West Vancouver police have 
called in a number of high 
school students for a discus-
sion on binge-drinking after 
the teens posted pictures of 
themselves getting drunk on a 
Facebook page. The Face-
book page was promoting 
drinking challenges that en-
couraged youth to drink large 
amounts of alcohol in a short 
time without vomiting. The 
site also suggested posting 

photos and videos of people 
completing the challenges. 
After a concerned citizen 
called in, police were able to 
identify the teens. "Through 
our investigation we recog-
nized some of the individuals 
involved," Const. Lisa Schmid-
tke told ctvbc.ca Police ques-
tioned about 10 students and 
their parents about their in-
volvement with the Facebook 

site and warned them of the 
dangers of binge-drinking. 
Police were concerned that 
promoting this type of binge-
drinking on Facebook could 
lead to alcohol poisoning. Af-
ter police reported the website 
as dangerous to Facebook, 
the site has been altered to 
suggest that the challenges 
are not meant for underage 
drinkers.  

Police Plug Up Facebook Binge-Drinking Challenge  

A soldier posted at Canadian Forces 
Base Shilo in Manitoba faces a drug-
related charge. Pte. Barrett Hiebert is 
accused of one count of trafficking what 
an Armed Forces spokesperson said was 
a small amount of cocaine. The charge 
was announced by the Canadian Forces 
National Investigative Service, the inves-
tigative arm of the military police. Shilo is 
located about 180 kilometres west of 
Winnipeg. In June, 12 current and former 
soldiers from CFB Wainwright in Alberta 
were charged with a total of 70 drug of-
fences. 

Man. Soldier Charged 

With Trafficking Cocaine 
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Designed by the legendary Syd Mead, the police spinner is a ground/air 
patrol car loaded with 300 lbs of red and blue beacon lights. Judging from 
the picture above, the spinner is powered by steam vents and suspension 
wires. 
 
Who drives it : Edward James Olmos, Puta. 
 
Why it is cool : Look at it. It's too cool, Syd Mead designed it. The spinner 
was created using practical effects and a full scale prop, which automati-
cally makes it cooler than any digitally created futuristic police vehicle. 
 
Why it sucks : The spinner has scissor doors that open vertically which just 
lets in all that futuristic acid rain.  

 
This tricked out, all black 1974 Ford Falcon XB coupe gets jacked by Max 
in Mad Max for his mission of vengeance, and he just keeps the thing dur-
ing the subsequent biker apocalypse in the Road Warrior. With a 351 V8 
engine, a gnarly blower, and double spoilers, it is pretty much one giant 
surrogate penis. Often incorrectly identified as a "V8 Interceptor" due to a 
line of dialogue spoken by a mechanic in Road Warrior, it is actually identi-
fied as a Pursuit Special in Mad Max, so that's what I'm calling it and oh 
God I have no life. 
 
Who drives it:  Max 
 
Why it is cool:  I just explained why, it's way too cool. The Pursuit Special 
is the automotive wet dream of an entire generation of Aussie gearheads. 
 
Why it sucks:  N/A  

 
Some time in the not to distant future the Australian federal highway police 
force known as the Main Force Patrol will cruise the badlands in bright yel-
low 1974 Ford Falcons. It will happen, mark my words. In 1979's Mad Max, 
our hero Max Rockatansky drive the bad ass V8 Interceptor - at least until 
he graduates to the Pursuit Special. 
 
Who drives it:  Officer Max Rockatansky. His name is on the side of his 
Interceptor, as well as his nickname: "The Dark One." 
 
Why it is cool: For starters, the color scheme is awesome. Lettering on 
the back of each patrol car reads either PURSUIT or, in Max's case, IN-
TERCEPTOR. Plus, the car appears in Mad Max, the mother of all dysto-
pian futuristic highway patrol revenge flicks. 
 
Why it sucks:  This is what I'm telling you, it doesn't suck. It's not quite as 
cool as the Pursuit Special, though, is it?  

Police Spinner - 
Blade Runner   

The Pursuit Special -  
Mad Max and Road Warrior   

MFP Interceptor - 
Mad Max   

Best Science Fiction Movie Police Vehicles 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Force_Patrol

