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Car Bomb Kills North Ireland Policeman  

mally observes himself 
ð but as government 
leader he had a duty to 
defend the policeman's 
sacrifice and honor his 
family's law-and-order 
stance.  
 
Continued Next Page  

Northern Ireland police 
investigating the killing of 
an officer say they have 
seized a major weapons 
cache and arrested a 
suspected IRA dissident. 
Assistant Chief Const. 
Drew Harris says the 
discovery in Coalisland, 
west of Northern Ireland's 
capital Belfast, is the 
biggest discovery of pa-
ramilitary weapons in the 
country for several years. 
He said Wednesday that 
the weaponry was hidden 
in several stolen cars in a 
locked-up garage. He 
said police seized plastic 
explosive, detonators, 
parts for armor-piercing 
rockets, and four Kalash-
nikov assault rifles with 
ammunition. Harris says 
police have arrested a 26
-year-old man on suspi-
cion of involvement in the 
arms dump. He says the 
breakthrough was linked 
to the investigation into 
Saturday's dissident IRA 
killing of Const. Ronan 
Kerr, whose funeral was 
Wednesday. Kerr, 25, 
was killed Saturday by a 
booby-trap bomb hidden 
under his car outside his 
home in the town of 
Omagh. A new recruit 
barely weeks into the job, 
Kerr was the first mem-
ber of Northern Ireland's 

security 
forces to 
be slain 
since 
March 
2009, 
when 
IRA 
dissi-
dents 
shot to 
death a 

policeman and two off-duty 
British soldiers. Despite the 
discovery of the weapons, 
the funeral highlighted the 
dramatic social changes of 
Northern Ireland's peace 
process. Kerr came from 
nearby Beragh, a predomi-
nantly Catholic village nes-
tled in rolling County Ty-
rone hills where, until re-
cent years, the Irish Repub-
lican Army enjoyed strong 
support and police were 
viewed with hostility as a 
Protestant occupation 
force. But on Wednesday, 
thousands of people, Prot-
estant and Catholic alike, 
packed the sidewalks to 
honour Kerr as a peace-
maker. Police, family and 
friends took turns carrying 
his casket ð topped with 
his officer's cap and leather 
gloves ð down the main 
street as the village church 
bell tolled slowly. Images of 
transformed times, of a 
society determined to leave 
behind four decades of 
conflict that killed 3,700 
people, could be seen in 
every direction. The guard 
of honor lining the roadway 
included, on one side, Po-
lice Service of Northern 
Ireland officers in their dark 
green uniforms ð police 
who once entered Beragh 
only if wearing flak jackets 
and accompanied by British 

troops. On the other 
side stood young ath-
letes from Beragh's 
Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation, a linchpin of 
Irish Catholic life that 
until only a decade ago 
banned police officers 
from membership. Out-
side the Church of the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion in Beragh, Kerr's 
family demonstrated 
remarkable poise as 
they greeted a caval-
cade of Ireland's lead-
ership: the heads of 
the Catholic, Anglican, 
Presbyterian and 
Methodist churches; 
the commanders of the 
police forces in North-
ern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland; the 
new prime minister of 
Ireland, Enda Kenny; 
and the leaders of 
Northern Ireland's sur-
prisingly stable Catho-
lic-Protestant govern-
ment. First Minister 
Peter Robinson, a 
Protestant, had never 
attended a Catholic 
church service before. 
And the Catholic 
leader, Deputy First 
Minister Martin 
McGuinness, had 
never attended a po-
liceman's funeral be-
fore. Robinson said he 
understood that many 
Ulster Protestants con-
sider it a sin to attend 
any Catholic cere-
mony, a view he nor-
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but is more than 30 per cent 
Catholic today. Catholic back-
ing for law and order presents 
a fundamental threat to IRA 
diehards. The dissidents live in 
Catholic areas, run a wide 
range of criminal rackets from 
counterfeiting to fuel smug-
gling, and remain committed to 
the traditional IRA goal of over-
throwing Northern Ireland, not 
reforming it  

"I hope people will understand 
that when dissidents murder a 
young man, that it is right that 
the political establishment 
stands up and makes it very 
clear that they stand with this 
family," Robinson said. Just 
as striking was the sight of 
Sinn Fein's McGuinness, ac-
companied by party leader 
Gerry Adams, who also was 
attending his first police fu-
neral. They walked up to the 
church side by side with Rob-
inson and Kenny, who rose to 
power last month in Dublin 

and was making his first offi-
cial trip to Northern Ireland. 
For decades McGuinness and 
Adams were commanders of 
the IRA, an underground 
group that killed nearly 300 
police officers and maimed 
thousands more during a 
failed 1970-1997 campaign to 
force Northern Ireland out of 
the United Kingdom and into 
the Irish Republic. But today, 
McGuinness describes the 
IRA dissidents as traitors and 
Catholic police officers like 
Kerr as heroes. Several IRA 

splinter groups oppose the 
IRA's 1997 cease-fire and its 
2005 decision to renounce 
violence and disarm. Today, 
as a top priority, they seek to 
intimidate members of North-
ern Ireland's Irish Catholic 
minority from joining the po-
lice. Boosting Catholic involve-
ment in the police ranks 
alongside the Catholic-
Protestant government as the 
major success of Northern 
Ireland's 1998 peace accord. 
The force was just eight per 
cent Catholic a decade ago 

father, were frightened of her 
and she did not see them for 
months," Humphries said. 
Since then, Ms. K has had 
seven surgeries to replace the 
missing nose, and the judge 
described her current appear-
ance as "quite attractive." 
Humphries ruled that the at-
tack was a "violation of her 
sexual integrity," because it 
took place "during a sexual 
episode which she was resist-
ing audibly and loudly, being 
held down on the bed, hit in 
the face more than once, with 
Mr. Gonzalez-Hernandez put-
ting his mouth over her nose, 
and finally biting it off." The 
judge also said the bruises on 
Ms. K's face and body sug-
gested she had been 
punched. "These injuries re-
quired force, not a smack with 
a penis, even one with a mar-
ble imbedded in it, or a simple 
slap," Humphries wrote. The 
next scheduled court appear-
ance for Gonzalez-Hernandez 
is on April 7 to fix a date for 
sentencing. The maximum 
sentence for aggravated sex-
ual assault is life in prison. 

Caution : This story contains 
graphic material that may be 
disturbing to readers 

A B.C. man who bit off his 
girlfriend's nose in a jealous, 
drunken rage has been con-
victed of aggravated sexual 
assault.  Rodolfo Gonzalez-
Hernandez had only been 
with the woman, who cannot 
be identified and is referred to 
as Ms. K in court documents, 
for a little more than a week 
when he became enraged at 
her suggestion he talk to one 
of her male friends over the 
phone on Nov. 8, 2009. 
"Something seemed to snap 
in Mr. Gonzalez-Hernandez 
and he poured a beer over 
her head," B.C. Supreme 
Court Justice Mary 
Humphries wrote in a deci-
sion Wednesday. Both had 
been drinking at his Burnaby 
apartment. Ms. K told the 
court she had a shower to 
clean off the beer, changed 

her clothes and then started 
kissing Gonzalez-Hernandez. 
But she said he became ag-
gressive, held her down and 
started gripping her nose with 
his teeth. Eventually, she was 
able to use her legs to push 
him off, but he punched her in 
the face and shredded her 
shirt. "Then all she remem-
bers is blood spurting from 
her face. She reached down 
to get a shirt to cover her 
nose. She passed out and 
woke up in the hospital.  "She 
was not aware her nose was 
missing until she was told 
about it in the hospital," 
Humphries wrote. During 
Gonzalez-Hernandez's trial, 
the courtroom was shown 
pictures of Ms. K's severed 
nose. A tiny, heart-shaped 
piercing was visible in one 
nostril. Gonzalez-Hernandez 
sent Ms. K an apology email 
last year, saying they were 
both victims of too much 
booze. He told the court that 
he was not accustomed to 
drinking as much as he did on 
that night, and said he bit her 
"little nose" as part of their 
usual foreplay. "I was going to 
have sex and all that, so 
when I went in I start biting 

her," he testified through a 
translator. "I would always do, 
I would go and all of a sudden 
I would start biting her you 
know, prior to just have inter-
course." He explained that on 
this particular occasion, he 
was insensible from drink and 
"just went too hard on it." 
When he saw the blood, he 
called 911. Gonzalez-
Hernandez denied punching 
his girlfriend in the face, but 
said that he hit her in the face 
with his penis, which has a 
marble implanted in it, during 
a bout of rough sex. The 
paramedics who took Ms. K 
to hospital said they discov-
ered her lying on the bed, 
naked from the waist down. 
She had two black eyes and 
her nose was gone.  Blood 
was splashed across the bed, 
on the floor and on a bed-
room cabinet. With help from 
the police, the paramedics 
found the missing nose and 
brought it with them in the 
ambulance. A doctor reat-
tached the nose, but after a 
week it mummified and had to 
be removed. "Ms. K went six 
months with no nose, wearing 
a bandage over her face. Her 
children, who live with their 

Man Guilty Of  Biting Off  Girlfriend's Nose In Sex Assault 

http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/SC/11/03/2011BCSC0392.htm
http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/SC/11/03/2011BCSC0392.htm
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"People were asking for help, 
but what could I do?" Wander-
son Barbosa, an 11-year-old 
student at the school, said he 
was in his classroom when he 
heard a commotion. He 
thought students elsewhere 
were fighting, but said his 
teacher told the kids to lie 
down on the floor because 
there was gunfire. "I'm so wor-
ried. We don't have news of 
everybody yet," said Barbosa, 
as he sat in his house across 
the street from the school. 
Three helicopters were landing 
and taking off from a football 
field next to the school, ferrying 

the wounded to nearby hospi-
tals. Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff, attending an event in 
the capital, Brasilia, lamented 
the deaths of "defenseless 
children." "I ask for one minute 
of silence for these children 
who were taken so early from 
their life," she said, her voice 
cracking and eyes welling with 
tears. "It's not in the nature of 
our nation to have these types 
of crimes." 

A gunman opened fire at a 
public elementary school in 
Rio de Janeiro on Thursday, 
killing at least 11 students 
before taking his own life.  At 
least 18 other people, mostly 
students, were hurt and 
brought to local hospitals, 
said Rio state Health Secre-
tary Sergio Cortes. At least 
four were in grave condition. 
The dead included 10 girls 
and one boy, plus the gun-
man, Cortes said. The ages 
of the children were not im-
mediately known. Police had 
said earlier that at least 13 
people had died in the 
shooting. A police spokes-
woman told the AP that the 
gunman was identified as 23
-year-old Wellington Oliveira, 
a former student at the 

Tasso da Silveira school, lo-
cated in a working-class 
neighborhood in western Rio. 
She spoke on condition of 
anonymity, saying that she 
was not authorized to discuss 
the matter. A motive was not 
immediately known, but au-
thorities said the shooter left a 
rambling and mostly incoher-
ent letter at the scene indicat-
ing he wanted to kill himself. 
Rio is a city rife with drug-
gang violence in its vast 
slums, but school shootings 
are rare. The gunman had no 
criminal history, Police Chief 
Martha Rocha told a news 
conference. Rocha said he 
walked into the school with 
two firearms ð she didn't de-
tail what type ð and an am-
munition belt. He fired off at 
least 30 rounds. About 400 
people were inside the school 
when the shooting began 
about 8:30 a.m. local time 
(7:30 a.m. EDT; 1130 GMT). 
The school serves grades one 
through eight. Two young 
boys, at least one with a gun-
shot wound, ran up to two 
police officers on patrol about 
two blocks away from the 
school as the shooting started. 
The two officers sprinted to 
the school and at least one 
quickly located the gunman on 
the second floor and traded 
shots with him. "He saw me 
and aimed a gun at me," said 
officer Marcio Alves. "I shot 

him in the legs, he fell down 
the stairs and then shot him-
self in the head." Rio Mayor 
Eduardo Paes said life at the 
four-story, pastel-yellow and 
green school was turned into 
a "hellish nightmare." "This 
day would have been so much 
worse if it weren't for the hero 
policeman," Paes told report-
ers at the school. Authorities 
closed the school temporarily 
while they investigate, but 
Paes said it would reopen. Rio 
Gov. Sergio Cabral called the 
shooter a "psychopath." He 
said there were no indications 
yet that anyone else was in-
volved in the shooting, but that 
the investigation would con-
tinue. "We have to investigate 
where he got the weapons 
and where he learned to use 
them," the governor said. Ter-
rified parents rushed to the 
school in the Realengo 
neighborhood. Television im-
ages showed them crying and 
screaming for information 
about their children. Zilda 
Nunes, 67, lives across the 
street from the school and 
said three of her grandchildren 
were inside when the shooting 
began. She screamed for help 
when she heard the gunfire, 
but didn't enter the building. 
As students fled, she offered 
them sugar water to help calm 
them down, she said. "There 
were so many children shot, 
so much blood," Nunes said. 

Brazil School Shooting Kills 13 Police Say 

Suicide Bombers Target Kandahar Police 

launchers and machine-guns. 
Grenade explosions echo 
around the headquarters 
building and NATO helicop-
ters are hovering overhead. 
Kandahar province is a Tali-
ban stronghold and the scene 
of some of the war's heaviest 
fighting. 

 

A provincial police chief in 
southern Afghanistan says at 
least three suicide bombers 
have hit a regional police 
headquarters in Kandahar. At 
least one police officer was 
killed and 10 were injured. He 
says the strike was followed 
by insurgents who stormed 

the building, sparking a gun 
battle with security troops. 
Police Chief Khan Mohammad 
Mujahid says the bombers 
blew themselves up inside the 
complex on Thursday. Muja-
hid says the insurgents at-
tacked Afghan security forces 
with rocket-propelled grenade 
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Drug Addicts Recruited For Fake Marriages 
certificates. They were even 
using the same witnesses, a 
couple of applications had the 
same U.S. spouse," said Jo-
seph Macias, who heads ICE's 
homeland security investiga-
tions in Orange County. "It got 
to the point where they didn't 
care. They thought they were 
just kind of above the law." The 
mother and daughter entered 
not guilty pleas in Federal 
Court on Wednesday. The 
male accused was not in court 
because of a minor medical 
problem but will appear Thurs-
day with his wife and daughter 
for a detention hearing. To 
date, the U.S. citizens and 
foreigners who entered into the 
bogus marriages have not 
been charged. The investiga-
tion is ongoing, Macias said. 

A couple and their 30-year-
old daughter from Santa 
Ana, Calif., have been ar-
rested on charges of arrang-
ing fake marriages for more 
than 20 foreigners seeking 
ways to remain in the U.S., 
authorities say. They were 
arrested early Wednesday at 
their home and are charged 

with conspiracy to commit visa 
fraud, federal prosecutors 
said. In a 75-page affidavit, 
authorities said the three ac-
cused paid an associate at 
their immigration services 
company to recruit unem-
ployed and low-income U.S. 
citizens ð who were often 
homeless or drug addicts ð to 

enter into the marriages. The 
U.S. citizens were offered 
$2,000 for the ruse, but often 
weren't fully paid, court papers 
said. Authorities said the trio 
charged as much as $60,000 
US to arrange bogus mar-
riages for foreigners who 
came to the country on visas, 
mostly from India. Authorities 
said they used the same wit-
nesses, and sometimes, the 
same U.S. citizen spouse, on 
multiple green card applica-
tions, and had the couple take 
photographs in different loca-
tions wearing different outfits 
to make it look like they had 
an ongoing relationship. Immi-
gration officers noticed the 
pattern and forwarded 21 simi-
lar-looking cases to investiga-
tors at Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement. "They 
were just recycling marriage 

Dutch Mall Shooting Leaves At Least 7 Dead 
pants. Queen Beatrix and 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
issued statements saying 
they were shocked and sym-
pathize with the victims and 
their families. Hours after the 
shooting, residents continued 
to gather at the mall, some of 
whom appeared to be in a 
daze. "You hear about this 
sort of thing happening at 
American schools and you 
think that's a long way away," 
said Rob Kuipers, 50, a pro-
ject manager. "Now it's hap-
pened here in the Nether-
lands." 

A gunman opened fire with 
an automatic weapon at a 
shopping mall outside Am-
sterdam on Saturday, leaving 
at least seven people dead 
and wounding 15 others, 
Dutch officials said. The 
mayor of Alphen aan den 
Rijn, Bas Eenhoorn, initially 

said six had died in the shoot-
ing at the Ridderhof mall, in-
cluding the gunman, but one 
of the injured people later died 
to raise the death toll to 
seven. "It's too terrible for 
words, a shock for us all," 
Eenhoorn said. The gunman's 
identity was known and it was 

"all but certain" he acted 
alone, District Attorney Kitty 
Nooy said. The suburb is less 
than 25 kilometres southwest 
of Amsterdam. A witness iden-
tified as Maart Verbeek told 
state broadcaster NOS the 
attacker had a machine gun 
and that he had seen at least 
five people he believed were 
killed and numerous more 
wounded. "There was a panic 
in the mall, a lot of people 
running," said Verbeek, a pet 
shop owner. "I see the at-
tacker coming, walking, and I 
go inside the store é and I 
see him going by with a big 
machine gun." Dutch broad-
caster NOS cited witnesses as 
saying the man later shot him-
self in the head with a second 
weapon, a pistol. The gunman 
was described as being about 
25 years old and wearing a 
leather jacket and camouflage 



The splinter groups remain 
committed to the traditional 
IRA goal of overthrowing 
Northern Ireland's govern-
ment and forcing the territory 
into the Republic of Ireland. 
Most IRA members support 
the 2007 decision of the 
Sinn Fein party, which repre-
sents most of the province's 
Irish Catholic minority, to 
form a compromise govern-
ment alongside the British 
Protestant majority.  Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams 
appealed on his blog Satur-
day for the dissidents to give 
up.  "The people of this is-
land demand that you stop," 
wrote Adams, a former Bel-
fast IRA commander. "Your 
achievement has been to 
unite us all in opposition to 
your actions. It is time to end 
these futile attacks on the 
peace process; they will not 
succeed." He told supporters 
of the dissidents: "Don't be 
fooled into thinking that you 
are helping the IRA. The war 
is over. The IRA is gone. 
The IRA embraced, facili-
tated and supported the 
peace process. When a de-
mocratic and peaceful alter-
native to armed struggle was 
created, the IRA left the 
stage." 

A 225-kilogram van bomb 
defused Saturday near the 
Irish border probably was des-
tined to strike a town centre or 
landmark building in a bid to 
undermine Northern Ireland's 
election campaign, police and 
political leaders said. Police 
Chief Superintendent Alasdair 
Robinson said the dissident 
IRA bomb left Thursday night 
under a freeway overpass was 
properly constructed but aban-
doned before it could be deto-
nated. He said it was likely 
that the attackers stopped 
short of their intended target 
because of a police road 
checkpoint. Robinson said the 
bomb ð roughly double the 
size of a half-dozen car 
bombs that Irish Republican 
Army dissidents detonated 
last year in Northern Ireland 
ð "was a sophisticated device 
and it would have been devas-
tating had it reached its desti-
nation." Last year's bombs 
outside security installations, 
courthouses and a hotel all 
caused little damage and no 
serious injuries. The last lethal 

car bomb in Northern Ireland 
also was the most deadly: an 
August 1998 attack by the 
Real IRA splinter group on the 
town of Omagh that killed 29 
people, mostly women and 
children.  
 
'We could have had another 
example of mass murder on 
our hands today.' ðJonathan 
Bell, member of police over-
sight board 
 
A Protestant member of a 
cross-community panel that 
oversees the police, Jonathan 
Bell, said Saturday's defused 
bomb was similar in size to 
the Omagh bomb. "We could 
have had another example of 
mass murder on our hands 
today," he said.  The bomb 
alert closed the major road 
and rail line connecting Belfast 
and Dublin for all of Friday. It 
showcased the public's low 
regard for the threat posed by 
dissident IRA bombers, whose 
devices usually fail to explode 
properly.  After police shut 
down the main road south of 
the border town of Newry, 
impatient motorists unwilling 
to take a diversion moved or 
drove over traffic cones and 
"road closed" signs. BBC 
Northern Ireland footage 
showed hundreds of cars driv-
ing directly past the van Friday 
morning before police rein-
forced the barriers. Robinson 
said IRA dissidents made two 
brief telephone warnings 

Thursday night to a suicide 
prevention line and Newry's 
hospital. But he said they 
were so vague that police 
didn't know what to look for, 
and located the van thanks 
only to a tipoff from a passing 
motorist.  The van, he said, 
was stolen near Dublin in 
January and fitted with fake 
Republic of Ireland licence 
plates, underscoring the fact 
that dissident groups operate 
more freely south of the bor-
der.  Detectives are continuing 
to question three suspected 
IRA dissidents over last week-
end's killing of Ronan Kerr, a 
25-year-old Catholic police 
recruit who died when a booby
-trap bomb detonated under 
his car in his driveway. He 
was the first member of North-
ern Ireland's security forces to 
be killed by IRA dissidents 
since March 2009.  Police say 
several splinter groups op-
posed to the IRA's 2005 deci-
sions to disarm and renounce 
violence are trying to increase 
their violence in the run-up to 
a May 5 election of the North-
ern Ireland Assembly. The 
electoral campaign follows a 
surprisingly successful, stable 
four-year run for the British 
territory's Catholic-Protestant 
administration, whose mem-
bers all face re-election.  
 
'The people of this island 
demand that you stop.' ð
Sinn Fein Leader Gerry Ad-
ams to IRA dissidents 

 

Police Defuse IRA Bomb Capable Of  'Mass Murder' 
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Handgun Seized At Ottawa Airport 
A man is facing several gun-
related charges after he at-
tempted to take a gun onto a 
plane at Ottawa International 
Airport. Ottawa Police and Ca-
nadian Air Transport Security 
Authority officers intercepted 
a .22 calibre handgun in the 

checked luggage of the 
man during the security 
screening process. Police 
say he was preparing to 
board a domestic flight 
bound for Alberta. He was 
charged with possession of 
a restricted firearm with 

ammunition, careless trans-
portation of a firearm, unau-
thorized possession of a 
firearm and two counts of 
attempting to commit an 
indictable offence. 
to their charges. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/04/02/ireland-policeman-bomb.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/04/02/ireland-policeman-bomb.html
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          Over the next few issues we will be talking about a ñnumberò  

          of things and how numbers relate to the drug war in Mexico  

Part 3 of 6  
The Cartels  

 

The United States of America shares a 

2,000 mile border with Mexico. One in 10 

residents of the U.S. are of Mexican origin. 

Last year, the two nations did nearly $350 

billion dollars in trade. What would happen 

if México were to fall into a civil war? What 

if it already has? 

 

The rise of the Mexican drug cartels began 

December 2, 1993 in the city of Medellín, 

Colombia when Pablo Escobar, the leader 

of the powerful Medellín drug cartel was 

gunned down by an elite unit of the Colom-

bian police. Starting in the 1970s, Colombian drug traffickers had introduced cocaine to the United States and 

reaped the benefits: by 1989, Escobar was estimated to be the seventh wealthiest man in the world. When a 

joint effort by the United States and Colombia finally took down Colombia's biggest cartels in the early 1990s, it 

was the Mexican cartels who took over their distribution routes. 

 

There are at least seven criminal organizations involved in the drug trade in Mexico: the Gulf, Sinaloa, 

Juárez, Tijuana, Valencia, Colima and Oaxaca cartels. In recent years, the once-powerful Tijuana (Arellano 

Félix) and Juárez cartels have declined due to in-fighting and a U.S.-led crackdown, prompting the the Gulf and 

Sinaloa cartels to vie for dominance. 

 

For muscle, the Gulf Cartel relies on Los Zetas, a paramilitary group composed of elite ex-soldiers, many of 

whom once served in anti-narcotics forces while the Sinaloa Cartel draws on Los Negros, a smaller but no less 

ruthless death squad. The Sinaloa Cartel supplements their paramilitary forces by bribing law enforcement offi-

cials and politicians who in turn use their power to target the Gulf Cartel in the name of public safety. 

The Mexican cartels have also adopted the Colombian cartels use of terrorism to break down its enemies and 

clear the way for their illegal trafficking. By murdering high profile victims such as the head of the national anti-

drug force and by dumping decapitated and tortured bodies in front of schools, the Mexican cartels hope to 

paralyze any potential opposition, whether from officials or ordinary citizens. 

http://www.holamun2.com/news/crime/the-war-in-mexico-the-journalists
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/2007/index.htm
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/2007/index.htm
http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2008/2008_NTE_Report/Section_Index.html
http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2008/2008_NTE_Report/Section_Index.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0816/p01s03-woam.html
http://archive.salon.com/news/feature/2001/05/24/bowden/index.html
http://www.forbes.com/2002/09/13/scandalintro.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/business/inside/colombian.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/us_and_americas/article5811885.ece
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pot, compared with 2,874 
calls for all of last year, ac-
cording to the poison control 
center data. Poison calls for 
bath salts rose at an even 
greater rate. The centers 
took 301 calls in all of 2010, 
but had more than 1,400 for 
the first three months of 
2011. Most of the calls came 
from doctors and nurses 
reporting patients in emer-
gency rooms. "The problem 
is really exploding here," 
said Dr. Elizabeth Schar-
man, director of the West 
Virginia Poison Center. Her 
state had three cases of 
bath-salt poisoning in De-
cember. "We've had 131 
cases since Jan. 1," and one
-third of those were within 
the past two weeks, she said 
late last month. A law ban-
ning bath salts and synthetic 
marijuana was signed Tues-
day by acting Gov. Earl Ray 
Tomblin. "One described it 
as like being on cocaine, but 
10 times worse," said Anna 
Rouse Dulaney of the Caroli-
nas Poison Center in Char-
lotte, N.C. DEA agent Gary 
Boggs said users assume 
that the products are safe 
because they are available 
in stores, even though they 
are typically labeled "not for 
human consumption." 

Synthetic substances that 
mimic marijuana, cocaine and 
other illegal drugs are making 
users across the United 
States seriously ill, according 
to the American Association of 
Poison Control Centers. The 
products are often packaged 
as incense or bath salts and 
can be obtained for as little as 
$10 at many head shops, but 
they are causing seizures and 
hallucinations and even killing 
some people. At the request 
of The Associated Press, the 
poison control association 
analyzed nationwide figures 
on calls related to synthetic 
drugs. The findings showed a 
sharp increase in the number 
of people seeking medical 
attention. At least 2,700 peo-
ple have fallen ill since Janu-
ary, compared with fewer than 
3,200 cases in all of 2010. At 
that pace, medical emergen-
cies related to synthetic drugs 
could go up nearly fivefold by 
the end of the year. "Many of 
the users describe extreme 
paranoia," said Dr. Mark 
Ryan, director of the Louisiana 

Poison Center. "The recurring 
theme is monsters, demons 
and aliens. A lot of them had 
suicidal thoughts." The chemi-
cals are suspected in at least 
nine U.S. deaths since last 
year, including that of Mike 
Rozga's 18-year-old son, 
David, an athlete and band 
standout from Indianola. The 
young man got high last June 
on a marijuana look-alike 
product called "K2" and com-
plained to a friend "that he felt 
like he was in hell," his father 
said. Though the teen had 
never suffered from depres-
sion, he went home, found a 
shotgun and killed himself. 
"These kids weren't looking for 
anything bad to happen," Mike 
Rozga said. "The truth is they 
didn't know what they had 
gotten themselves into." The 
recent surge in activity has not 
gone unnoticed by authorities. 
The Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration recently used 
emergency powers to outlaw 
five chemicals found in syn-
thetic pot, placing them in the 
same category as heroin and 
cocaine. But manufacturers 
are quick to adapt, often 
cranking out new formulas 
that are only a single molecule 
apart from the illegal ones. 
Recreational drugs created in 
the laboratory have been 
around at least since the mid-
dle of the 20th century, when 
LSD was first studied. But 
these latest examples 

emerged only a few years 
ago, starting in Europe. The 
products were typically made 
in China, India and other 
Asian nations and soon ar-
rived in Britain and Germany, 
according to DEA spokesman 
Rusty Payne. In the United 
States, fake marijuana was 
last year's big seller, marketed 
under brands such as "K2" or 
"Spice." This year, the trend is 
"bath salts" with names like 
"Purple Wave" and "Bliss." 
Besides being cheap and eas-
ily obtained, they do not show 
up in common drug tests. Syn-
thetic marijuana typically in-
volves dried plant material 
sprayed with one of several 
chemical compounds, most of 
which were created by a 
Clemson University scientist 
for research purposes in the 
1990s. The compounds were 
never tested on humans. It's 
packaged to look like pot, and 
users typically smoke it, but 
experts say the high is more 
comparable to cocaine or 
LSD. The bath salts are not 
water-softening products at all 
but crystalized chemicals that 
are snorted, swallowed or 
smoked. They contain two 
powerful stimulants: methyl-
enedioxypyrovalerone (or 
MDPV) and mephedrone, 
which mimic cocaine, LSD 
and methamphetamine. So far 
in 2011, poison control cen-
ters have received nearly 
1,300 calls about synthetic 

Fake Marijuana Causes U.S. Poisoning Surge 

VOLUME 3,   ISSUE  5 

Spanish police say they have 
arrested a man who twice 
escaped from custody by 
having his wife send fake 
faxes ordering his release. 
Jose Carlos Serna, 57, was 
taken into custody at his 
home in San Lorenzo del 
Escorial, a suburb north of 
Madrid, on Friday. He was 
while hiding in a hollowed-out 

sofa, police said. In Decem-
ber, he was in a cell at Ar-
ganda del Rey courthouse 
awaiting trial when officers got 
a fax purportedly from a re-
gional court. It was followed 
by a phone call purportedly 
from a court official, corrobo-
rating the release order for 
Serna, who was accused of 
masterminding the 2008 ab-

duction of a Spanish busi-
nessman. Officers tried to 
verify the order, but their calls 
went unanswered. When a 
second call was received con-
firming Serna's release, he 
was freed to a waiting taxi. 
Police said Serna used the 
same trick to escape from 
Valdemoro jail in October. 

Faxed To Freedom, Spanish Prisoner Recaptured 
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Police Warn Of  'Pregnant Wife' Con 
attempt to sound credible," 
police said in a warning re-
issued in November. There 
may also be a taxicab wait-
ing on the street with a 
woman inside. A 34-year-old 
woman has been present 
during some past runs of the 
scam. "In another variation 
of the same scam, the sus-
pect requests money after 
locking himself out of his 
apartment," the police said. 
In yet another variation of 
the scam, the suspect re-
quests money for a tow 
truck. Similar cons have also 
targeted commuters outside 
downtown Vancouver transit 
hubs. Police say the suspect 
is described as a bald white 
man in his early 40s, with a 
birthmark or mole above his 
right ear. 

The Vancouver Police Depart-
ment re-issued a notice for the 
public to be wary of a scam 
artist at work who uses a story 
about his pregnant wife to con 
local businesses into giving 
him money. The suspected 
perpetrator is in his 40s and 
well-dressed, claiming to be a 
doctor. He rushes into a busi-
ness ð a retail store or res-
taurant ð claiming he has 

locked his keys in his car and 
urgently needs cab fare to get 
his pregnant wife to the hospi-
tal before she gives birth. 
 
'He is very convincing and 
often knows the names of 
the business owner.' ð
Vancouver Police Department 
 
But police say it's a common 
scam. "This particular couple 

has allegedly been engaging 
in the same scam throughout 
the Lower Mainland," Vancou-
ver police said in a written 
statement. The man ends up 
convincing the target to hand 
over $20 or $40 by promising 
to come back and repay it 
once the emergency is over. 
Vancouver police have linked 
half a dozen recent complaints 
of the scam, which prompted 
the public warning. Vancouver 
police issued a similar warning 
in January and November of 
last year. In some cases, the 
suspect pretends to work at a 
neighboring office building, 
and may even have taken the 
time to find out the names of 
staff members at the target 
business. "He is very convinc-
ing and often knows the 
names of the business owner 
or company information in an 

cers were treated for shock. 
The extent of the injuries of the 
fourth officer was not known. 
Two citizens in the vehicle that 
was struck at the end of the 
chase suffered minor injuries 
and were also taken to hospi-
tal. Quebec provincial police 
have taken over the investiga-
tion. 

Seven people, including four 
police officers, were taken to 
hospital Tuesday after a 
chase that ended in gunshots 
in Montreal. None of the inju-
ries are believed to be seri-
ous. The police chase began 
around 6:20 a.m., when offi-
cers in Laval, north of Mont-
real, stopped a car for a rou-
tine traffic violation on Des 
Laurentides Boulevard. The 
officers said they saw drugs 
in the vehicle and had just 

arrested one of the three men 
inside when the other two 
drove off, Laval Const. Natha-
lie Lorrain said. The men led 
police on a chase down High-
way 440 in Laval, Highway 15 
into Montreal and on Highway 
40 in both directions, Lorrain 
said. About 20 minutes after 
the chase began, police were 
able to stop the car using a 
spiked belt on the westbound 
lanes of Highway 40 in the 
Anjou borough. When the 

vehicle came to a stop, Laval 
police got out of their cruisers 
and approached it. That's 
when the suspects backed up 
the car, and police drew their 
guns, Quebec provincial po-
lice spokesperson Benoît 
Richard said.  "The officers 
tried to arrest the people, but 
those people started going 
back [towards] the officers," 
he said. "The officers had to 
shoot." A bullet hole could 
later be seen in the trunk of 
the suspects' vehicle. Police 
guns didn't stop the suspects, 
who headed west on Highway 
40 before colliding with an-
other vehicle and coming to a 
final stop near Lacordaire 
Boulevard. Police arrested the 
two occupants of the car, and 
one was taken to hospital 
bleeding from his head. Four 
Laval police officers were also 
taken to hospital. One was 
treated for an injured leg after 
being pinned between two 
vehicles. The other two offi-

Arrests, Injuries In Montreal High-Speed Chase 
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identify the bodies, one of 
which may belong to a U.S. 
citizen, through DNA sam-
ples and other techniques.  
One of the bodies is a Gua-
temalan man, the govern-
ment of that Central Ameri-
can nation said. The victim 
has been identified as Fe-
liciano Tagual Ovalle, 44, 
the Guatemalan Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 
late Monday. The statement 
did not say whether the man 
was a migrant passing 
through or a resident of Mex-
ico. It said the Guatemalan 
government planned to bring 
the body home. Mexican 
authorities confirmed one 
victim was Guatemalan and 
said another was a man 
from central Mexico. Mexi-
can prosecutors had previ-
ously said most of the bod-
ies were probably Mexican 
citizens.  

Mexican investigators have 
found a total of 116 bodies in 
pits near the U.S. border, 28 
more than previously reported, 
Attorney General Marisela 
Morales said Tuesday. 
Morales said a total of 17 sus-
pects tied to the brutal Zetas 
drug gang have been de-
tained in relation to the killings 
in the northern state of 
Tamaulipas, some of whom 
have purportedly confessed to 
abducting passengers from 
buses and killing them.  Inte-

rior Secretary Francisco Blake 
Mora pledged to step up the 
presence of troops and federal 
police in the area where the 
killings occurred and not leave 
the area until the killers and 
drug gang members there 
have been caught. "Organized 
crime, in its desperation, re-
sorts to committing atrocities 
that we can't and shouldn't 
tolerate as a government and 
as a society," Blake said. The 
graves were found earlier this 
month in the township of San 

Fernando, the same area of 
Tamaulipas where investiga-
tors found the bodies of 72 
migrants massacred by sus-
pected drug cartel gunmen 
last August. Most of the 72 
migrants were Central Ameri-
cans, who frequently travel 
through the area to reach the 
United States. Police say wit-
nesses in the latest killing 
case have told them that gun-
men pulled the victims, mostly 
young men, off passenger 
buses travelling through the 
San Fernando area in late 
March. Authorities blame the 
abductions on the Zetas drug 
gang, the same group ac-
cused in the migrant killings. 
The motive for the bus abduc-
tions remains unclear, though 
prosecutors have suggested 
the gang may have been 
forcefully recruiting people to 
work for it. San Fernando is a 
town about 145 kilometers 
south of Brownsville, Texas, 
on a well-travelled stretch of 
highway that runs near the 
Gulf Coast. It is an area regu-
larly patrolled by the Mexican 
military. The Zetas and rival 
Gulf Cartel are fighting in 
Tamaulipas over lucrative 
drug transit routes to the U.S. 
Authorities are working to 

Mexican Police Say Tally Of  Bodies In Pits Risen To 116 

Canadian Police Commanders Visit Afghanistan 

Senior police commanders 
have concluded a trip to 
Afghanistan aimed at identi-
fying the skills their officers 
will be teaching Afghans 
once Canada's training mis-
sion begins this summer.  
RCMP deputy commissioner 
Bob Paulson, who oversees 
federal and international 
policing, says he believes 
the biggest challenge for 
Afghan police officers will be 
engaging with the local 

population. It is unclear how 
many Canadian police officers 
would be stationed in Afghani-
stan for the training mission, 
which has been dubbed Op-
eration Attention.  Two weeks 
ago, after his visit of the war-
torn country, Defense Minister 
Peter MacKay acknowledged 
there was some urgency to 
define the details of the train-
ing mission. At the time, Mac-
Kay said he would make a 
recommendation to cabinet 

and Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper for a final decision.  He 
said the mission would focus 
on security, medical and liter-
acy skills.  Toronto police 
Chief Bill Blair and Ontario 
Provincial Police commis-
sioner Chris Lewis were 
among the senior command-
ers who visited Kabul and 
Kandahar. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2010/11/15/afghanistan-mission-extension-layton.html
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Serial Killer Suspected In New York  

a.m. May 1, pleading for 
help. The man said that 
when he tried to call police, 
the woman fled. Moments 
later, an unidentified man in 
a sport utility vehicle drove 
past the house and said he 
was looking for the woman, 
but then took off. Neither the 
woman nor the man was 
seen by the neighbour 
again. The client Gilbert had 
arranged to meet was inves-
tigated but is not believed to 
be a suspect in her disap-
pearance. Authorities have 
identified the four victims 
found in December as Am-
ber Lynn Costello, 27, origi-
nally of Wilmington, North 
Carolina; Megan Waterman, 
22, of Scarborough, Maine; 
Maureen Brainard-Barnes, 
28, of Norwich, Connecticut; 
and Melissa Barthelemy, 24, 
of Buffalo, New York. All 
were last seen planning to 
meet clients for sex booked 
through Craigslist, police 
have said. Detectives sus-
pect a serial killer but so far 
have no suspects. 

The number of victims of a 
suspected serial killer on New 
York's Long Island has dou-
bled in the past week following 
the discovery of three more 
corpses along a remote beach 
highway. The remains of ten 
victims have now been found 
just steps from Ocean Park-
way, a highway leading to 
popular Jones Beach, about 
72 kilometres east of New 
York City. The bodies of four 
missing prostitutes were found 
in December while investiga-
tors were searching for an-
other missing woman who 
worked as an escort and was 
last seen in the area nearly a 
year ago. The disappearance 
of that woman, Shannan Gil-
bert of Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, remains a mystery, al-
though Suffolk County Police 
Commissioner Richard Dor-

mer said Monday that be-
cause detectives have been 
conducting an ongoing search 
for her, they already have her 
DNA and other forensic infor-
mation, which should acceler-
ate the identification process. 
Last week, investigators found 
a fifth body about 1.5 kilome-
tres east of where the first four 
were located. That discovery 
prompted police to resume a 
widespread search of a 11-
kilometre stretch of the north 
side of the highway on Mon-
day, a search that yielded the 
remains of three additional 
victims. Investigators resumed 
their search, which included 
police academy cadets, volun-
teer firefighters with extended 
ladder trucks, and cadaver 
dogs, on Tuesday. Investiga-
tors faced rainy, windy and 
foggy conditions. The marshy 

terrain features a metre-tall 
tangle of sea grass punctu-
ated by scrubby pine trees. At 
least 20 police officers have 
gotten poison ivy and the area 
is infested with deer ticks, 
officials said. The identities of 
the most recent four victims 
have not been released and 
police have yet to even de-
scribe their gender. The New 
York City medical examiner's 
office is assisting Suffolk 
County in helping determine 
the identities. "We still believe 
that Shannan Gilbert is in this 
area," Suffolk's Chief of De-
tectives Dominick Varrone told 
reporters Monday. Gilbert, 24, 
was last seen in Oak Beach 
on May 1, 2010, after appar-
ently meeting a client she had 
booked through Craigslist. 
The bodies of the four other 
women, who worked as 
Craigslist escorts and were in 
their 20s, were found along 
the same highway by police 
searching for Gilbert. The lat-
est discovery was about 1.5 
km east of where the other 
four were found. The remains 
of the four dead women were 
strewn about 450 metres 
apart. Gilbert had arranged to 
meet a client in Oak Beach, a 
gated seaside enclave. A resi-
dent has told authorities a 
woman believed to be Gilbert 
came to his door around 4:45 

Record Drunk Driving Sentence Upheld 

one while impaired on the 
road. He said the sentence 
was meant to send a message 
that drunk driving is a serious 
offence. Naugle also received 
a lifetime driving ban. He has 
had 68 previous convictions, 
including 22 for impaired driv-
ing, since 1974. 

Nova Scotia's highest court has 
rejected an appeal by a repeat 
drunk driver who was sen-
tenced to 8½ years in prison. 

Terry Naugle argued the sen-
tence, believed to be the long-
est term for impaired driving in 
the province, was too harsh. 
But in a decision released 
Friday, the Court of Appeal 
ruled the sentence was appro-
priate. Naugle, 53, has a his-
tory of driving drunk, and driv-
ing without a licence and while 
suspended. His last conviction 
was for a crash on March 28, 
2009. Naugle sideswiped an 

SUV parked near an off-ramp 
on Highway 102, near Enfield. 
No one was hurt, but the fam-
ily in the SUV said it was a 
terrifying experience. In Feb-
ruary 2010, Dartmouth provin-
cial court Judge Frank 
Hoskins gave Naugle double 
credit for time served after his 
arrest, making the sentence 
six years and nine months. 
Hoskins said it was "amazing" 
that Naugle had not killed any-



South Korean police say 
they've arrested a farmer 
for allegedly hiding about 
$10 million in cash in a 
garlic field. Police say his 
relatives made the money 
by running an illegal Inter-
net gambling site. Police 
said Tuesday they've con-

fiscated the money the 
farmer buried in his field in 
Gimje, about 260 kilometres 
south of Seoul. Police said 
the farmer, surnamed Lee, 
was arrested Monday. They 
said Lee's two brothers-in-
law ð one in prison and the 
other on the run ð had 

asked him to hide the 
money. Police gave no fur-
ther details, including what 
charges Lee's brothers-in-
law face and whether the 
discovered money would 
add to their charges. 

South Korean Police Find $10m In Garlic Field 
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municipal police officer, also 
questioned the RCMP's 
training practises because 
officers are taught at the 
depot in Regina, and not in 
the areas where they will 
eventually police.  "Your 
training is all done in a kind 
of generic test tube," Parent 
said. "When you roll out to 
specific areas of the coun-
try ... you have to meet 
(their) unique needs."  Other 
new questions surfaced in 
the 2010 survey on appropri-
ate and transparent investi-
gation of public complaints, 
open communication and 
accountability. These netted 
fair national results of be-
tween 64 and 76 per cent, 
with below-average figures 
in B.C., the Yukon and the 
capital.  Compared to the 
2009 public survey, the 
RCMP remained about the 
same in professionalism and 
honesty -- 84 per cent and 
79 per cent in 2010, respec-
tively).  But while the force 
got a generally good re-
sponse for the way officers 
prevent crime, the marks 
were poorer in 2010 than in 
2009.  In terms of contribut-
ing to safer and healthier 
aboriginal communities, 74 
per cent said the force did a 
good job in 2010, compared 
to 80 per cent the year be-
fore.  

Many Canadians still have 
faith in the RCMP, even 
though Mounties have been 
battered by several high-
profile scandals, the force's 
latest annual opinion survey 
suggests.  The RCMP intro-
duced two new questions in its 
latest annual public opinion 
survey, conducted last June: 
"I have trust and confidence in 
the RCMP?" and "The RCMP 
has strong, reliable leaders?"  
Results show that 84 per cent 
of the 5,800 Canadians sur-
veyed by Harris-Decima trust 
the department, while 69 per 
cent agree that the Mounties 
have strong and reliable lead-
ers.  But the confidence levels 
of those surveyed in British 
Columbia, the Yukon and 
around Ottawa were well be-
low the national average.  
Only about half the people 
responded that they believed 
the force had strong, reliable 
leaders. Sixty-eight per cent of 
Yukoners reported they 
trusted the force while only 
slightly more in British Colum-
bia said they did.  The polling 

results were released 
following an access to 
information request.  
The RCMP has com-
missioned surveys of 
the public, its contract 
and policing partners, 
and "stakeholders" 
such as government 
departments and non-
governmental organiza-

tions since 2003. The feed-
back helps shape manage-
ment practices and business 
planning.  The large public 
opinion survey is believed to 
be accurate to within 1.3 per 
cent, 19 times out of 20.  Cpl. 
Annie Linteau, spokeswoman 
for the force in British Colum-
bia, was asked about the 
poorer results in the province, 
where the RCMP's contract 
with the provincial government 
is up for renewal in 2012. She 
would only say that public 
trust is vital to public safety.  
Around the time the survey 
was conducted early last sum-
mer, Thomas Braidwood, the 
head of B.C.'s inquiry into the 
2007 death of Robert 
Dziekanski, had condemned 
the four Mounties who had 
shocked the Polish immigrant 
with a Taser at Vancouver's 
airport. Meanwhile the daugh-
ter of Raymond Silverfox, a 
Yukon man who died while in 
an RCMP drunk tank in 2008, 
launched a lawsuit against the 
force for negligence.  Crimi-
nologist and former Mountie 

Rob Gordon at Simon Fraser 
University said the low views 
in Western Canada and Ot-
tawa are no surprise.  "There's 
been a series of events which 
I don't think the RCMP re-
sponded well to, which they 
can't compensate for by sim-
ply arranging for more musical 
rides," Gordon said.  "It clearly 
is reflecting a shift of some 
kind."  He suggested the 
force's poor reputation is due 
to problematic recruitment, 
retiring officers, and the high-
profile incidents of misconduct 
like the Dziekanski case. More 
recent events including the 
enduring criticism of Commis-
sioner William Elliott's man-
agement skills, the Kelowna, 
B.C., officer caught on video-
tape kicking a suspect in the 
face last January, and the 11-
year-old boy who was stunned 
by an RCMP Taser last month 
haven't helped.  Many of 
these incidents involved fresh 
graduates from training in 
Regina and were thrust into 
situations they were ill-
equipped for, Gordon said. 
The increasing number of 
retiring officers compounds 
the problem.  "A lot of early 
learning involves learning at 
the feet of older, more experi-
enced officers who passed on 
a heck of a lot of street knowl-
edge," he said. "None of that 
is available anymore."  Rick 
Parent, Gordon's colleague at 
Simon Fraser and a former 

RCMP Survey Shows Public Still Has Faith In Mounties 
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Featured Product -E+ Tactical Police Bike 

Electrical Motion Systems put-
ting their electric E+ Tactical 
Police bikes in the hands of 
tough-to-please police depart-
ments. In an evaluation pro-
gram designed to bring up any 
doubts people have about e-
bikes, EMS is allowing police 
personnel to try out the bikes 
for a month. If the cops donôt 
feel that the bike offers them a rugged, secure ride or that 
charging up the battery is too hard, theyôll take them back. 
If the cops feel the bikes are useless in their work setting, it 
could seriously damage the 
reputation of the market, but 
apparently, many departments 
are already offering them up as 
a good green substitute for the 
old sedan. EMSô gearless bikes 
are part of a growing trend, 
most of which are battery-

powered and offer a commuting range between 20 and 40 miles per charge. The E+ bikes feature a 36 
Volt-9 Ah NiMH battery (see pic below), goes up to 30 mph using the electric power, and has 19 different cycling modes, all between 
a full-electric ride, to regular olô pedaling." 

N.S. To Regulate Body Armor Ownership 
whether that threat is against 
an officer or a member of the 
public," Spicer said Wednes-
day. "Police strongly believe 
the Body Armor Control Act 
is critical for the safety of 
both the police and the pub-
lic." Currently, if someone is 
arrested wearing body ar-
mor, police are forced to give 
it back when that person is 
released, said Spicer. The 
Body Armor Control Act 
would allow a judge to im-
pose a fine of up to $10,000 
and up to three months in jail 
for anyone caught wearing or 
owning a bulletproof vest 
without a license or permit. 
The maximum fine for corpo-
rations would be $25,000. 
Landry said the legislation is 
based on laws in British Co-
lumbia, Alberta and Mani-
toba. 

Owning or selling bulletproof 
vests and other types of body 
armor in Nova Scotia would 
require a permit or license 
under legislation proposed by 
the provincial government on 
Wednesday. Justice Minister 

Ross Landry said the move is 
a reasonable safety measure 
because more people involved 
in criminal activity are wearing 
armor. "We want to ensure 
that only individuals who legiti-
mately require the use of body 

armor can possess it. Under 
the proposed act, it would be 
illegal to possess body armor 
without a legitimate purpose," 
he told reporters. "Anyone 
who possesses or sells body 
armor would be required to 
have a permit or license." Po-
lice officers, sheriffs, correc-
tions officers, armored car 
guards, security guards and 
others who wear armor as part 
of their jobs would be exempt. 
Halifax Regional Police Supt. 
Don Spicer said officers in the 
city are seeing more incidents 
where they are encountering 
people wearing protective 
gear. "Body armor worn by 
criminals poses a serious 
safety concern both to police 
and the public. In a life-
threatening situation, the pres-
ence of body armor may de-
crease the ability of the police 
to eliminate a threat ð 
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board also argued it was 
unaware of a court decision 
that reportedly gave two 
former Kurdish lawmakers, 
Hatip Dicle and Leyla Zana, 
their electoral rights back 
after serving a decade in 
prison for links to Kurdish 
rebels. Zana is a prominent 
Kurdish activist but the deci-
sion dashed her hopes to 
make a comeback to Parlia-
ment. Meanwhile, Turkey's 
state-run Anatolia news 
agency said a bomb explo-
sion wounded two people 
near a police station in the 
country's south. The report 
says police are investigating 
whether the homemade 
bomb went off prematurely, 
injuring two men who in-
tended to hide and set it off. 
Anatolia says the explosion 
ripped off the right hand of 
one of the men. The blast 
occurred Tuesday in the 
Mediterranean port city of 
Mersin, which has lately 
seen an increase in attacks 
by supporters of Kurdish 
rebels who are fighting for 
autonomy in the country's 
southeast. Hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds have 
migrated to Mersin and other 
cities in the country's west to 
escape the fighting in the 
southeast. The conflict has 
killed tens of thousands of 
people since 1984. 

Armed with firebombs and 
slings, Kurdish protesters 
clashed with Turkish police in 
two cities Tuesday and the 
main Kurdish party threatened 
to boycott the upcoming elec-
tion because of a decision to 
bar some Kurdish candidates. 
The ruling by the High Elec-
tion Board was a serious blow 
to the pro-Kurdish Peace and 
Democracy Party, which is 
backing independent candi-
dates in the June 12 national 
election in order to overcome 
a 10 per cent threshold for 
political parties to enter the 
550-seat Parliament. The 
election board's decision out-
raged party members and 
even drew criticism from Par-
liament Speaker Mehmet Ali 
Sahin from the ruling Justice 
and Development Party. "It is 
a decision that has weakened 
the mission of Parliament," 
Sahin said. "It is not a deci-
sion that can be accepted by 
the country's democratic con-
science." Kemal Kilicdaroglu, 

leader of 
the main 
opposition 
party, 
said the 
Parlia-
ment 
should 
convene 
to find a 
solution 
and dis-
cuss low-

ering the threshold to enter 
parliament. "If we believe in 
parliamentarian system, then 
a solution can be found," 
Kilicdaroglu said. The pro-
Kurdish party described the 
decision as a "political move" 
and a "blow to efforts to seek 
peace" in the southeast, 
where tens of thousands of 
people have lost their lives in 
a decades-long war between 
autonomy-seeking Kurdish 
rebels and Turkish troops. 
"Kurds are trying to hold on to 
Parliament despite the 10 per 
cent barrier, despite all anti-
democratic efforts, despite the 
doors being slammed on 
them," Sabahat Tuncel, 
whose candidacy was re-
jected, told Haberturk televi-
sion in Istanbul. The decision 
triggered a violent protest in 
eastern city of Van, where 
Kurdish protesters, shouting 
support for the imprisoned 
Kurdish rebel chief, tossed 
firebombs at several bank 
branches, Dogan news 

agency video showed. Two 
policemen were injured when 
their vehicle rolled over a 
makeshift roadblock. Bengi 
Yildiz, a Kurdish lawmaker, 
told Turkish media that police 
used water cannons and tear 
gas to disperse hundreds of 
protesters Tuesday in the 
southeastern city of Diyar-
bakir. The protesters in Diyar-
bakir had gathered outside a 
court to support some elected 
Kurdish mayors on trial for 
alleged ties to the rebels. The 
court on Tuesday again re-
fused to accept hearing their 
defence in Kurdish language 
and defence lawyers walked 
out off Tuesday's hearing in 
protest. About 400 Kurdish 
protesters also gathered in 
Istanbul's main Taksim square 
to protest the election board 
ruling. The election board re-
jected allegations that it had 
political motives and said 12 
candidates were removed 
from the list of candidates due 
to past convictions or a lack of 
official papers. Gultan Kis-
anak, however, argued that 
her candidacy was blocked 
even though the local prose-
cutor's office confirmed she 
had no criminal record. Kis-
anak said she served time in 
prison after the 1980 military 
coup and was convicted for 
participating in a pro-Kurdish 
protest in 1990, but the statute 
of limitations had expired in 
both cases. The election 

Kurds And Police Clash In Turkey 

A woman was stabbed in the 
face with a pen on a New 
York City subway train after 
she tried to stop a man from 
lighting a cigarette. The as-
sault occurred on a crowded 
No. 3 train near the Cham-
bers Street station during 

Tuesday's morning rush. 
Smoking is not allowed on the 
trains. Witnesses told the 
Daily News and the New York 
Post that an argument quickly 
escalated when Evelyn See-
ger asked the man not to 
smoke. The witnesses say two 

riders were trying to restrain 
the man when he pulled out 
a pen and slashed Seeger's 
face. Seeger was treated at a 
hospital and released. Police 
charged the man with felony 
assault and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon. 

No-Smoking Request Met With Stab In The Face 
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stigma attached to me now," 
she said. "I'm ashamed of it. 
We're treating it and I think 
we're the brave ones because 
we're confronting it." Roger 
and Fran Perreault firmly be-
lieve that their family is not 
alone in their ordeal. They say 
they know many military 
homes struggling to cope with 
PTSD-related violence. Sev-
eral U.S. studies have docu-
mented a four-fold higher risk 
of violent behaviour among 
PTSD sufferers. But the Cana-
dian Forces is skeptical about 
American research. "They 
have [found] a slight correla-
tion, but this is new research 
that needs to be investigated," 
said Col. Suzie Rodrigue, head 
of social work with the Cana-
dian Forces. Rodrigue points 
out the military has "robust" 
programs already in place to 
help, counsel and support sol-
diers transitioning from the 
field back home. The Perreault 
family says those services 
have fallen short for them and 
they've scrambled to find ade-
quate support. They have to 
travel out of town for weekly 
marriage counselling. One of 
their daughters waited a year 
to get an appointment at a 
local counselling centre, where 
she only gets one session a 
month. It's not enough, Roger 
Perreault says. "I wish some-
one would just sort this out for 
our injured guys." 

RATES SPIKE AFTER             
AFGHANISTAN MISSIONS  
                                                   
A CBC News investigation has 
found a disturbing rise in do-
mestic violence among sol-
diers returning from deploy-
ment in Afghanistan. Domestic 
violence on Canadian military 
bases has climbed steadily in 
recent years, coinciding with 
the return of soldiers who 
carry physical and psychologi-
cal battle wounds home. The 
problem exists in military com-
munities across the country, 
but is acute at Ontario's Cana-
dian Forces Base Petawawa 
where a spike in cases was 
noted after troops returned 
from Operation Athena in Af-
ghanistan in 2007. Military 
police documented the trend 
in a 2008 report that was not 
released, but that CBC News 
has obtained through Access 
to Information.  In the report, 
the independent police service 
notes a five-fold jump in re-
ported cases of domestic vio-
lence after Operation Athena, 
when Canada's role in Af-
ghanistan changed and troops 
experienced ongoing casual-

ties. Recommendations in-
cluded reviewing psychologi-
cal services for soldiers and 
their families. But the study 
was shelved. Psychology ex-
perts believe the rise in do-
mestic violence is directly 
linked to physical and emo-
tional trauma suffered by sol-
diers in Afghanistan, espe-
cially post-traumatic stress 
disorder, or PTSD. The Cana-
dian Forces say although that 
may be possible, there isn't 
any concrete proof the two are 
linked. "We found, unfortu-
nately, some methodological 
flaws in the way some of that 
military police data was col-
lected and analyzed," said 
Col. Jean-Robert Bernier, 
Deputy Surgeon General with 
the Canadian Forces. That 
dismissal angers some fami-
lies struggling with domestic 
violence in the aftermath of 
service in Afghanistan, who 
say they feel abandoned by 
the military. More than a quar-
ter of Canadian Forces troops 
return with some kind of 
"operational stress injury" or 
psychological problem ð 
ranging from anxiety and de-

pression to substance abuse. 
Among those psychologically 
wounded, one in six will de-
velop PTSD, a condition that 
triggers recurring feelings of 
intense, prolonged fright, 
flashbacks, nightmares, anxi-
ety, insomnia and aggression. 
Roger Perreault is one of 
them. "Ever since I've come 
back, I feel like I've lost every-
thing, employment, life as a 
whole," says Perreault, a War-
rant Officer in the Canadian 
Infantry based in Petawawa. 
The father of four developed 
PTSD after he was deployed 
to Afghanistan in 2006, where 
he was severely injured by an 
improvised explosive device, 
and watched friends die. His 
symptoms include insomnia, a 
short temper and nightmares. 
He has attacked his wife Fran 
in the middle of the night. 155 
Canadian soldiers have died 
in Afghanistan. "The only thing 
I remember of that, it's like 
waking up and being on top of 
her, and then my hands 
around her throat," he recalls. 
Fran says her husband is a 
good father, but changed in 
Afghanistan. "I've got that 

Domestic Violence Up In Canadian Military Families 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/afghanistan/bythenumbers.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2006/09/08/memorial-ceremony.html
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significant implications for all 
police forces throughout 
Canada," said Horton. "In 
the way they investigate 
their officers and they way 
they apply the use-of-force 
model." Camaso's said a big 
financial settlement was 
never her goal. "This fight is 
not about money ð it's 
about finding justice for me 
and my daughter. And if I 
could prevent finding some-
thing similar from happening 
again, then I believe I win 
my case, I would find some 
type of closure." Saanich 
police spokesman Sgt. Dean 
Jantzen said the force's law-
yers were reviewing the 
court decision and declined 
further comment. 

A Saanich, B.C., police officer 
was "grossly negligent" in the 
shooting death of a Victoria 
man, a B.C. Supreme Court 
judge has ruled in awarding 
the man's family $354,000 in 
damages. Saanich Const. 
Kristopher Dukeshire shot 
Majencio Camaso, 33, three 
times as he charged at the 
officer carrying a steel pipe 
and crowbar in July 2004. 

Dukeshire had arrived at the 
man's home in the community 
near Victoria in response to a 
911 call from his wife, Theresa 
Camaso, who told police that 
her mentally ill husband had 
threatened to set their apart-
ment on fire. An external 
RCMP investigation of the 
shooting found the use of 
force reasonable and no crimi-
nal charges were laid against 
Dukeshire. Theresa Camaso 
launched a lawsuit against the 
three Saanich police officers 
who had responded to her 911 
call, former police chief Derek 
Egan, the District of Saanich 
and a paramedic at the scene. 
Justice Grant Burnyeat dis-
agreed with the conclusions of 
the RCMP probe, writing in his 
ruling that, "Dukeshire 
breached the duty of care 
owed to Mr. Camaso when he 

did not use the least amount 
of force necessary to carry out 
his duties." Burnyeat said he 
found Dukeshire's actions 
"grossly negligent." 
 
CANADA -WIDE IMPLICA-
TIONS 
 
"It's been an emotional roller 
coaster for me," said Camaso 
Wednesday after the ruling 
was released. "I can't empha-
size how difficult it was for me 
in this case to fight an institu-
tion." She said she didn't know 
if she, "had what it takes to 
fight it," but relied on the con-
viction that, "I just know I am 
fighting the right fight." The 
decision could have an effect 
on police procedures across 
the country, said a lawyer for 
the family, Jacqueline Horton. 
"This particular decision has 

'Negligent' Police Shooting Nets Family $354K Award 

the hypothesis they were 
kidnapped and killed. Car-
casses of the family's two 
dogs were also found in the 
pit, Ronsin said. Bizarre 
notes and emails obtained 
by the investigators have 
only confused the situation. 
A letter found in the house 
suggested the family wanted 
to move to Australia, while 
an email sent by the father 
to someone close to the 
family said he was a secret 
U.S. agent and that he was 
to testify in a drug case, 
Ronsin said. The family 
home showed no signs of 
struggle, Nantes police offi-
cial Laurent Chavannes told 
journalists. The house has 
apparently been emptied of 
much of its contents, he 
said. 

French police have exhumed 
five bodies from a freshly dug 
grave at a house in the north-
western city of Nantes ð 
believed to be a family who 
went missing almost three 
weeks ago. The gruesome 
discoveries began earlier 

Thursday when investigators 
dug up a human leg believed 
to belong to one of the sons 
from under a porch overlook-
ing the family's back yard. By 
evening, they had exhumed 
four more bodies. Nantes pub-
lic prosecutor Xavier Ronsin 

said they are 
believed to be 
those of Agnes 
Dupont de Li-
gonnes, 49, 
and her four 
children: Arthur, 
21; Thomas, 
18; Anne, 16; 
and Benoit, 13. 
The father, 
Xavier Dupont 
de Ligonnes, 
remains unac-
counted for, the 
prosecutor 
said. Bullet 
wounds were 
found on the 

bodies. Formal identification 
and the cause of death will be 
determined through autopsies 
planned for Friday, Ronsin 
added. The entire family dis-
appeared without trace on 
April 3 or 4, and Ronsin said 
police are now working under 

French Police Find 5 Bodies At Family Home 


