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Mexican Town Hires 20-Year-Old Police Chief 

her a chance. "This is a 
town without law," Gomez 
said. "It is not likely things 
will change from one day 
to the next, but let's see 
what a woman can do ... 
things can't get any 
worse."  
 
Continued Page 2  

There's a new police 
chief in the violent bor-
derland of Praxedis G. 
Guerrero, Mexico, where 
drug gangs have killed 
public officials and terri-
fied many citizens into 
fleeing: a 20-year-old 
woman who hasn't yet 
finished her criminology 

degree. Marisol Valles 

Garcia was sworn in 
Wednesday to bring law 
and order to a township 
of about 8,500 that has 
been transformed from a 
string of quiet farming 
communities into a law-
less no man's land. Her 
predecessor was gunned 
down in July 2009 and 
the town had been un-
able to find a replace-
ment for more than a 
year. Two rival gangs ð 
the Juarez and Sinaloa 
drug cartels ð have 
been battling for control 
of a single highway, a 
lucrative drug trafficking 
route along the Texas 
border. The tiny but ener-
getic Valles Garcia, 
whose only police experi-
ence was a stint as a 
department secretary, 
says she wants her 13 
officers to practice a spe-
cial brand of community 
policing. She plans to 
hire more women ð she 

currently has three ð and 
assign each to a neighbor-
hood to talk with families, 
promote civic values and 
detect potential crimes be-
fore they happen. "My peo-
ple are out there going door 
to door, looking for crimi-
nals, and [in homes] where 
there are none, trying to 
teach values to the fami-
lies," she said in her first 
official appearance on 
Wednesday. "The project 
is ... simple, based on val-
ues, principles and crime 
prevention in contacts 
house by house." Valles 
Garcia has been assigned 
two bodyguards but won't 
carry a gun. She says she 
will leave most of the deci-
sions about weapons and 
tactics to the town's mayor, 
Jose Luis Guerrero. She 
didn't respond when asked 
why she seeks women to 
do the job. She wasn't even 
in the market to do it her-
self. But Guerrero solicited 
proposals from residents on 
how to make the town 
safer, and he liked hers so 
much, he offered her the 
chief's job. She took it, she 
said, because she loves the 
town where she has lived 
for 10 years, though she 
was born and has studied 
in Ciudad Juarez. Desper-
ate situation Whether her 
decision is courageous or 
foolhardy, the appointment 
shows how desperate the 
situation has become in the 
Juarez Valley. Local resi-
dents say the drug gangs 
take over at night, riding 
through the towns in con-
voys of SUVs and pickups, 
assault rifles and even .50-
calibre sniper rifles at the 
ready. The assistant mayor 
of nearby El Porvenir and 

the mayor of Distrito 
Bravos were killed 
recently even after 
they took refuge in 
nearby Ciudad Juarez. 
Praxedis G. Guerrero, 
Mexico, was once a 
quiet farming town until 
two rival drug gangs, 
began battling for con-
trol of its single high-
way. (CBC) While the 
bullet holes that pock-
marked police head-
quarters in Praxedis 
have been painted 
over, police buildings 
in other towns in the 
valley remain empty, 
with broken windows 
and few signs of life. 
Eight officers quit in 
fear two years ago, 
leaving only three 
when Valles Garcia 
took over. She hired 10 
and will add five more. 
"Let's hope it is not a 
reckless act on her 
part," said Miguel 
Sarre, a professor who 
specializes in Mexican 
law enforcement at the 
Autonomous Techno-
logical Institute of Mex-
ico. He said that "a 
municipal police force 
cannot protect itself 
against such powerful 
forces." Local residents 
like farmer Arturo Go-
mez are willing to give 
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Mexican Town Hires 20-Year-Old Police Chief  - Continued 

tels have been more than able 
to penetrate much tighter secu-
rity details ð killing mayors 
and police chiefs throughout 
northern Mexico ð Valles Gar-
cia says she isn't afraid. For 
residents, her personal cour-
age may not be enough. 
Amalia Garcia, 58, sent her 
five children to live in Ciudad 
Juarez for their safety, and 
lives in Praxedis with her hus-
band. "Whoever is here, man 
or woman, things are not going 
to change," said Garcia. 
"Things are bad here, and no-
body pays any attention." 

Drug cartels in many drug-
plagued parts of Mexico have 
killed or threatened police 
chiefs and their departments, 
buying off some officers and 
prompting some others to quit 
en masse. In past months, 
soldiers and then federal po-
lice largely took over patrols in 
the Juarez Valley, but they 
stick mainly to the main road, 
afraid to venture down unfa-
miliar dirt roads that are well-
travelled by drug traffickers. 
"Here, everybody is afraid, 
and anything that can be done 
to remove that fear would be 

good," said Fidel Vega, a 46-
year-old gas station em-
ployee. "You can see that this 
girl has a desire to get things 
done." But some question 
whether a young inexperi-
enced chief can handle a 
problem that has stumped 
even Mexico's federal govern-
ment: how to cope with the 
drug cartel threat and under-
paid, untrained local police, 
who are easily corrupted by 
criminal gangs in Mexico's 
roughly 2,022 municipal police 
forces. President Felipe 
Calderon has recognized the 

problem faced by local police 
forces, whose officers earn 
average monthly salaries of 
only 4,000 pesos (about 
$300). Most of them have 
completed less than 10 years 
of schooling and are either at 
basic education levels or illit-
erate, according to the report. 
Calderon has proposed a 
"unified command" structure in 
which Mexico's 32 state gov-
ernments would have state 
police take on the main re-
sponsibility, backed up by 
federal officers and soldiers 
where needed. While the car-

12 Arrested In French Anti-Terrorism Cases 
with its allies. A third police 
official said agents from coun-
terterrorism agency DCRI had 
detained the suspects in Mar-
seille and Bordeaux over sus-
pected links to a group offering 
lodging and fake identity pa-
pers to Islamic militants looking 
to come to France. The three 
men were alleged accomplices 
of a Frenchman detained in 
Naples last month and sus-
pected of having fought in Af-
ghanistan. Italian newspapers 
reported that the man was 28 
years old, of Algerian origin 
and suspected to be a member 
of al-Qaeda. The DCRI has 
been leading an investigation 
of a suspected feeder network 
of militants headed to the bor-
der region between Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, where 
Western authorities believe 
that Osama bin Laden is hiding 
and which has been a key 
zone of operation for fighters 
from Afghanistan's former Tali-
ban regime. No further infor-
mation about the arrests Tues-
day was immediately available 
from the police officials, who 
were not authorized to be pub-
licly named. 

Police in southern France 
arrested 12 people in sweeps 
against suspected Islamic 
militant networks Tuesday, 
including three men linked to a 
network recruiting fighters for 
Afghanistan. The roundups 
were part of two separate 
counterterrorism cases under 
investigation by French 
judges, and fell on the same 
day only by coincidence, a 
police official in Paris said. 

Firearms were seized in one 
of the sweeps, a second offi-
cial said. The arrests come as 
France and many other Euro-
pean countries have stepped 
up terrorism alert vigilance 
amid what has been described 
as an abstract, though height-
ened, threat in recent weeks. 
The U.S. government warned 
Americans over the weekend 
to use caution when travelling 
in Europe. In one of the cases, 

nine suspected Islamic mili-
tants were detained in south-
eastern Marseille and its 
suburbs, and authorities 
turned up at least one auto-
matic rifle and a pump gun, 
officials said. In Tuesday's 
other roundup, two men 
were arrested in Marseille 
and another in southwestern 
Bordeaux on suspected ties 
to a Frenchman arrested in 
Naples, Italy, last month. 
He's accused of having links 
to an Afghan recruiting ring. 
Linked to terrorism "This 
very morning, police opera-
tions were launched in Mar-
seille and Bordeaux that led 
notably to three arrests di-
rectly linked to the fight 
against terrorism," Interior 
Minister Brice Hortefeux said 
during a question-and-
answer session in parlia-
ment's lower house. He 
made no reference to the 
nine other arrests. Asked 
about the U.S. travel advi-
sory, Hortefeux said France 
"has been very attentive and 
has heard the advisory by 
American authorities to their 
nationals" and noted 
France's strong co-operation 
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Man Arrested After Bicycling Onto Paris Hilton's Property  

 A man who bicycled right up 
to Paris Hilton 's front door 
was arrested Tuesday after-
noon. A rep for the LAPD 
tells us the suspect two-
wheeled it through the secu-
rity gate of Hilton's neighbor-
hood community, riding to 
Hilton's front door and pro-
ceeding to bang on it. He 

ignored requests to leave the 
property and was subse-
quently taken into custody for 
the alleged battery of a secu-
rity guard. Just last month 
another man, Nathan Lee 
Parada , was charged with 
attempted felony burglary on 
Hilton's L.A. home. He 
pleaded not guilty. 

911 call was at 4:03 p.m., fol-
lowed by several others. The 
last call was to the Alachua 
County Sheriff's Office at 4:16 
p.m. That turned out to be the 
gunman. The wounded were 
being treated at Gainesville 
area hospitals, Senn said. 
Among the victims: Cedric 
Joiner, 36, Lloyd Dunn, 67, 
Paul Anthony Sr., 43, and Vin-
cent Saller, 43. They are all 
listed in critical condition. An-
thony Mitchell, 44, is in fair 
condition. Gainesville, in the 
north-central part of the state, 
is home to the University of 
Florida. There was no link be-
tween the school and the 
shooting, police said.  Ronald 
Sercey's home was likely the 
second stop on Miller's deadly 
spree. Sercey said that he 
arrived home to find a disori-
ented-looking Miller driving 
away, and several fearful peo-
ple in the yard.  Mitchell, Ser-
cey's uncle, was shot in the 
arm and Joiner, a friend, was 
shot in the face. Sercey said 
Miller had been to his house 
over the weekend to watch 
football. While many in the 
neighborhood knew Miller had 
a mental illness, they never 
thought he was capable of 
murder.  "He fell through the 
cracks," said Sercey. "He was 
just a young man with a mental 
illness that snapped. And we'll 
never know why." 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. ï 
Friends and family knew 
Clifford Miller Jr. had a his-
tory of mental illness, yet 
they never imagined the 
quiet 24-year-old would kill 
his father, go on a 13-minute 
shooting spree around his 
sleepy north Florida 
neighborhood, then take his 
own life while parked in a 
friend's driveway. "I don't 
know what triggered it. And 
then to want to take his life. 
What's so bad?" said Wood-
row Jones, a neighbor, shak-
ing his head while standing 
near Miller's home Tuesday. 
Miller killed his 52-year-old 
father, Clifford Miller Sr., 
before he went on a ram-
page Monday and wounded 
five men. He fired multiple 
rounds from a .38 caliber 
revolver at each spot, 

Gainesville police Cpl. 
Tscharna Senn said. In most 
of the shootings, police said, 
he fired the gun while sitting in 
his truck. "He did have a rela-
tionship with the remaining 
victims," Senn said. "Right 
now, we do not have a mo-
tive." After killing his father 
and shooting five others, Miller 
drove his red pickup truck and 
stopped in a friend's driveway. 
Frederick Wilson, who was 
once married to Miller's aunt, 
lives in the home and heard a 
gunshot. He emerged to find 
Miller dead, the gun in his lap. 
"There's blood right there," 
Wilson said, pointing to a 
patch of red in the dirt drive-
way. "There's blood and brain 
matter in my yard. That ain't 
right." Miller, who previously 
worked as a dishwasher at a 
Mexican restaurant in Gaines-

ville, had a lengthy criminal 
history, court records showed. 
When Miller was 19, he was 
found guilty of cocaine pos-
session and violated proba-
tion. When he was about to 
return to court, he wrote the 
judge a letter. "My family and 
friends are so prowed (sic) of 
me because I have been 
working for a year," he wrote 
in 2006. "I beg of you to drop 
the case so I can finish being 
successful in life." Every year 
since, Miller was charged with 
either a traffic offense or other 
crimes. In 2006, he grabbed 
and spit in the face of an ex-
girlfriend and was charged 
with simple battery. She re-
fused to press charges. In 
2007, he was found guilty of 
breaking into an ex-girlfriend's 
house and roughing her up. In 
2009, he assaulted another 
woman, a friend, but she re-
fused to press charges. Also 
in 2009, he was charged with 
reckless driving, driving while 
under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol and refusing to sign or 
accept a traffic citation. In that 
case, an Alachua County 
judge declared him incompe-
tent. As some of the condi-
tions of his release from jail, 
Miller was required to take 
medication and undergo psy-
chiatric treatment. It was un-
clear what touched off Mon-
day's shooting spree. The first 

Florida Shootings Leave 2 Dead, 5 Wounded  
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Fossil Export Attempt Means Fine For Calgary Man 

baculite is usually straight 
rather than coiled. 

An ammolite is essen-

tially an opal-like organic 
gemstone formed from the 
shells of ammonites. 
(Source: RCMP/CBSA) 
Powell attempted to ship 22 
ammonites, 19 baculites and 
1,100 pieces of ammolite, the 
value of which he declared as 
being $400. The ammolite 
was actually valued at 
$15,000, according to the 
RCMP. The total value of the 
shipment was estimated at 
tens of thousands of dollars. 
Dan Spivak, resource man-
ager at the Royal Tyrrell Mu-
seum in Drumheller, Alta., 
said the fossils and gem-
stones are very rare. "They're 
about 72 million years old," 
said Spivak. "They're found 
only in southern Alberta." A 
judge fined Powell $2,500. He 
will also have to pay about 
$28,000 as a civil penalty 
before he can get his collec-
tion back. 

Rick Cuzzetto, Canada Bor-
der Services Agency man-
ager of criminal investiga-
tions, displays just one of the 
more than 1,100 gems and 
fossils seized after a Calgary 
man tried to ship them for 
sale in the U.S. The illegal 
trafficking of rare Alberta 
fossils and gemstones was 
highlighted by the Canada 
Border Services Agency and 
the RCMP on Monday. The 

two agencies held a news 
conference to show off the 
ammonite, baculite and am-
molite seized in 2007 when a 
Calgary man tried to take the 
fossils and gemstones to the 
U.S. to sell them. Lorne Pow-
ell pleaded guilty last week to 
making a false statement and 
not obtaining a permit for the 
ammolite, offences under the 
Cultural Property Export and 
Import Act and the Customs 

Act. Police say that in 2007, 
Powell filled out a permit to 
take the items to a fossil trade 
show in Arizona. But CBSA 
officials found false informa-
tion in the application. "The 
diligence of the officers was 
evident, as they were able to 
identify that the goods were 
not going temporarily ð they 
were on their way for sale at 
this trade show," said Rick 
Cuzzetto, CBSA manager of 
criminal investigations. He 
said the fossils were signifi-
cantly undervalued and that 
there were many more than 
Powell indicated on the per-
mit. 
 
Fossils or gems?  

An ammonite is a marine 

animal that is thought to have 
become extinct about 65 mil-
lion years ago, at about the 
time dinosaurs became ex-
tinct. An ammonite is usually 
spiral or coil shaped. 

A baculite is an extinct 

marine animal from the same 
era as the ammonite. The 
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3 Charged In $9M Vancouver Drug Bust  

the other men are likely, police 
said. Following the arrests, 
police used search warrants to 
get inside a Vancouver ware-
house and three residences 
where they found drugs and 
cash worth between $8.7 mil-
lion and $9.7 million, said po-
lice. "The amount and value of 
drugs and cash in this investi-
gation leaves little doubt that 
organized crime is involved," 
said police. "In total, 212 kilo-
grams of cocaine, 63 kilograms 
of methamphetamine and 
more than $17,000 in cash 
have been taken out of the 
hands of drug dealers." 

Three men have been 
charged with importing an 
estimated $9 million worth of 
cocaine and methampheta-
mine by hiding it inside Mexi-
can patio bricks and lawn 
ornaments, police in Van-
couver announced on Tues-
day.  The three were among 
the six men arrested outside 

the Coast Mountain bus termi-
nal in South Vancouver on 
Sept. 27 in a large-scale op-
eration that blocked rush hour 
traffic for several hours. The 
arrest followed a four-month-
long international investigation 
involving both RCMP, Van-
couver police, and members 
of the Canada Border Ser-

vices Agency, said police on 
Tuesday. "In early September 
é CBSA intercepted seven 
shipping containers through 
the Port of Vancouver," said a 
statement released by the 
RCMP. "Those containers, 
which had been imported from 
Mexico, were taken aside for a 
secondary inspection. A close 
examination found cocaine 
and methamphetamine con-
cealed inside stone bricks." 
Eduardo Sierra Gonzalez, 32, 
of Mexico, Francisco Javier 
Gomez, 51, of Vancouver, and 
Jason Quinn Lawrence, 42, of 
Vancouver are facing charges 
of conspiracy to import co-
caine. More charges against 



the Emergency Response 
Team, and many units 
throughout the Southeast 
District, helped with this file.  
The RCMP Federal Drug 
Enforcement Branch is also 
working with the US Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
and our partners in Mexico 
and Argentina. Finally, the 
RCMP wants to remind the 
public that their support, 
along with their watchful eye, 
is always crucial in our ef-
forts to keep people safe.  
While this file may appear 
similar to last weekôs investi-
gation in Vancouver, there is 
no evidence they are linked. 

Two West Kelowna men are in 
custody in connection with a 
large shipment of cocaine.  In 
all, three men from BC and 
one from Mexico, have been 
charged after Canada Border 
Services Agency intercepted 
97.5 kilograms of cocaine 
bound for Kelowna and called 
in the RCMPôs Federal Drug 
Enforcement Branch.  
The cocaine was discovered 
on September 22, 2010, while 
CBSA was inspecting a 2300 

kilogram fruit grind-
ing machine.  The 
machine had been 
shipped from Argen-
tina through the 
United States and 
was intercepted at 
Vancouver Air Cargo 
Operations.  CBSA 
Border Services 
Officers noticed the 
machine was too 
heavy and its origin 
and destination were 
suspicious. A close 
examination found 
sophisticated hidden 

compartments concealing 
97.5 kilograms of cocaine.  
The RCMP Federal Drug En-
forcement Branch then 
stepped in to lead the criminal 
investigation.  On October 4, 
33-year-old Clifford Roger 
Montgomery and 50-year-old 
Barry Michael Ready, both of 
West Kelowna, were arrested.  
Immediately following the ar-
rests, the RCMPôs Federal 
Drug Enforcement Branch 
used a warrant to search a 

rural property outside of Mer-
ritt and a home in West 
Kelowna.  Montgomery and 
Ready are still in custody. 
Arrest warrants have been 
issued for 43-year-old Victor 
Perez Rodriguez, a Mexican 
citizen, and 32-year-old Tariq 
Mohammed Aslam of Surrey.  
All four men are facing two 
counts of Conspiracy to Import 
Cocaine and one count of 
Possession for the Purpose of 
Trafficking.  ñThis investigation 
translates into more than 
97,000 doses of cocaine, or 
between $3.5 and $3.9 million 
in drugs, that will never lead to 
addiction, violent behavior, 
heart or lung problems, or an 
overdose or drug-related 
death,ò says Superintendent 
Brian Cantera, Officer in 
Charge of the RCMPôs Fed-
eral Drug Enforcement 
Branch.  More than 50 RCMP 
investigators, including mem-
bers of the Combined Forces 
Special Enforcement Unit- 
Gang Task Force, Integrated 
Border Enforcement Team, 

Cocaine Found In Fruit Grinding Machine 

old. In that incident, gunmen 
attacked two houses where 
about 50 people ð most of 
them high school students 
ð had been celebrating a 
teenager's birthday. Bullet 
casings found at the scene 
were from the type of assault 
weapon typically used by 
drug gangs. In the four years 
since Mexican President 
Felipe Calderon ordered 
soldiers to attack drug car-
tels, more than 28,000 peo-
ple have been killed in drug 
gang violence.  
 
 
 
 

 

Friends and relatives of So-
tero Reyes Ricario mourn at 
his funeral service in Ciu-
dad Juarez, Mexico, on Sun-
day, two days after he and 
13 others were shot to death 
while celebrating another 
teen's birthday. (Raymundo 
Ruiz/Associated Press)  

At least 13 people were killed 
late Sunday when gunmen 
burst into a drug rehab centre 
in Tijuana and began firing on 
recovering addicts ð the lat-
est victims in a bloody drug 
war that has killed thousands 
of Mexicans. Survivors say a 
gang of men told dozens of 

recovering drug addicts to lie 
on the floor and then sprayed 
them with gunfire. One wit-
ness said people were watch-
ing a movie at the centre 
when the gunmen attacked.  
Police have said nothing 
about a motive for the massa-
cre, but drug rehab centers in 
other cities have often been 
attacked by gangs looking to 
target rival gang members 'A 
taste of Juarez' The attacks 
are so common in Ciudad 
Juarez, another border city, 
that a voice was heard on a 
police radio band calling the 
Tijuana killings "a taste of 
Juarez." In Ciudad Juarez, the 
death toll from a birthday party 
massacre on Friday rose to 14 
with the death of an 18-year-

Tijuana Drug Massacre Claims 13 Lives 
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UN World Drug Report ñ Photo Series 
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Over the next few issues we will be showing a series of photographs from around the world depicting the real impact of 
drugs. Some pictures will be very graphic The United Nations World Drug report, released earlier this year, notes that 
2009 marks "the end of the first century of drug control (it all started in Shanghai in 1909)", and that the illicit drug mar-
ket worldwide has now become a $320 billion-per-year industry. As drug-related violence in Mexico appears to continue 
unabated, and crackdowns in Afghanistan are being made against its massive opium crops, new efforts are also being 
made worldwide in methods of enforcement and treatment of recovering addicts.  

Alleged drug trafficker Juan Daniel Carranco Salazar looks on 

as he is presented to the media in Mexico City, Monday, 
Aug, 10, 2009. Carranco and other suspects were de-
tained during an operation in Cancun, Mexico. Salazar 

was arrested along with two associates in Cancun Mon-
day, and soldiers seized six pistols and a kilogram (2.2 
pounds) of cocaine from the suspects. He was ordered 

held pending investigation.(AP Photo  

Mexican soldiers prepare to burn packets of marijuana 
during an operation near a clandestine methampheta-
mine drug laboratory in Tamazula, Mexico, Monday, 
Aug 10, 2009. According to federal law enforcement 
authorities, the lab had the capacity to produce about 
one ton of methamphetamine, or crystal meth, each 

week. (AP Photo/Miguel Tovar)  

A recovering drug user reads a book in the dormitory of 
the women's branch of "The City Without Drugs" rehabili-
tation centre in the Ural city of Alapayevsk, some 180 km 

(112 miles) of Yekaterinburg, Russia on August 29, 
2009. The center was opened in 1999 to cure drug ad-
dicts who have voluntarily decided to fight narcotic de-

pendency. An average medical course, mostly based on 
psychological treatment, stipulates a one-year confine-

ment. (REUTERS/Konstantin Salomatin)  

Soldiers are seen through a burning pile of over a ton of 
marijuana, various illegal pills and cocaine being incin-

erated at a military base in the border city of Ciudad 
Juarez September 9, 2009. (REUTERS/Alejandro Brin-

gas)  

http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/10/2009_un_world_drug_report.html


Hells Angels Motorcycles Impounded For Speeding 
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Four suspects are 17 years 
old, a fifth is 16, two are 23 
and one is 21. New York 
City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg issued a warning 
Saturday afternoon to any-
one considering committing 
such crimes. "Let me be 
clear to anyone who would 
contemplate targeting a fel-
low New Yorker like this," he 
said. "The greatest police 
department in the world will 
find you swiftly. You will be 
prosecuted to the full extent 
under the law and you will 
go to jail for a very long 
time." People in the 
neighborhood where the 
beatings took place said 
they were shocked this could 
happen in a community they 
believe to be very tolerant of 
minorities. Bloomberg ex-
pressed outrage over the 
nature of the attacks. "Like 
many New Yorkers, I was 
sickened by the brutal nature 
of these crimes and sad-
dened by the anti-gay bias 
that contributed to them," he 
said. "The heartless men 
who committed these crimes 
should know that their fellow 
New Yorkers will not tolerate 
their vicious acts, or the ha-
tred that fuels them." 

New York City gang members 
accused of abducting and 
brutalizing two teenage boys 
and a man in an anti-gay at-
tack have been formally 
charged with robbery, assault, 
sexual abuse and unlawful 
imprisonment.  The eight 

members of the Latin King 
Goonies, based in the Bronx, 
range in age from 16 to 23. 
City leaders vowed not to tol-
erate what they called vicious 
hate crimes. The defendants 
did not enter pleas Sunday. 
However, the lawyer for one 

said his client denied the ac-
cusations, while a lawyer for 
another said his client only 
punched one of the victims. 
The other defendants said 
they "were going to find out 
who the men are in this room 
and who the fags are in this 
room," and his client punched 
one complainant to avoid be-
ing attacked himself, lawyer 
Fred Bittlingmeyer said. He 
said the situation developed 
because "one individual let it 
get out of hand." Two of the 
eight could be released if they 
can raise a $100,000 US bond 
or $50,000 cash; but the other 
six will be held without bail. 
Recruit identified as gay In-
vestigators alleged the gang 
members began the assaults 
after identifying a 17-year-old 
recruit as gay. The teen was 
captured and tortured for sev-
eral hours at an abandoned 
house that served as a club-
house in the Bronx, police 
said. His older friend was also 
beaten, while a third victim, 
also 17, was sodomized with a 
toilet plunger, police said. An 
eighth suspect was arrested 
Saturday, and police were 
looking for a ninth. The other 
suspects were taken into cus-
tody Thursday and Friday. 

NYC Gang Members Charged In Anti-Gay Attack 

Two motorcycles were im-
pounded Wednesday after 
their drivers, wearing Hells 
Angels patches, were caught 
racing through a construction 
zone at speeds up to 160 kilo-
meters per hour. Police first 
spotted the bikers just before 
noon, as they passed an un-
marked police vehicle on 
Highway 1 near 200th Street 
in Langley, B.C. "They rode 
side-by-side dangerously at 
extreme speeds from lane to 
lane and passing on shoul-

ders," said Sgt. Peter Thies-
sen, spokesman for the Lower 
Mainland District Regional 
Police Service. The RCMP's 
Air One helicopter was used 
to track the bikes, and cap-
tured the chase on video. The 
motorcycles were impounded 
under B.C.'s new excessive 
speeding laws, whereby driv-
ers who exceed the speed 
limit by over 40 kilometers per 
hour may have their vehicle 
impounded for a week.  

VOLUME 2,   ISSUE  11 
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The Wild West? 5 B.C. Cities On 'Most Dangerous' List  
over all call volumes and 
case loads increase," Smith 
said.  
Maclean's complete top 
10, beginning with the 
most dangerous:   

Prince George, B.C. 

Victoria, B.C. 

Regina, Sask. 

Saskatoon, Sask. 

Fort McMurray, Alta. 

Kelowna, B.C. 

Grande Prairie, Alta. 

Surrey, B.C. 

Chilliwack, B.C. 

Winnipeg, Man. 

Is the West the worst? On 
Maclean's magazine's list of 
the most dangerous places 
in Canada, B.C. cities claim 
half of the top 10 positions.  
Prince George rates as the 
most dangerous city in the 

country in the annual ranking, 
with Victoria trailing close be-
hind in second place. The 
2010 list is based on Statistics 
Canada's Crime Severity In-
dex, which was developed just 
last year. Unlike a traditional 
crime rate, the new CSI meas-
urement gives more weight to 
serious crimes, with murder 
rated highest and marijuana 
possession rated lowest. Ac-
cording to Maclean's, Prince 
George's CSI rating is 90 per 
cent higher than the national 
score. The small city of Cale-
don, Ont., rated lowest at 70 
per cent below the Canadian 
tally. In a statement to the 
media Thursday, Prince 

George RCMP Const. Lesley 
Smith said the detachment 
has seen an uptick in the 
number of drug and gang-
related offences in recent 
years. "Police have seen an 
increase in relation to a num-
ber of violent offences and 
these can be directly related 
to gangs and other organized 
crime groups," Smith said. But 
she said the northern city's 
high reported crime rate is a 
result of the RCMP's intense 
focus on organized crime and 
the public's help in reporting 
possible crimes. "When you 
combine that with the intelli-
gence-led targeting enforce-
ment that we are doing, our 

der the control of secular 
state governments. Boko 
Haram's former leader died 
in police custody after the 
2009 riot in what human 
rights activists described as 
an extrajudicial killing. A 
video recording released in 
late June showed a Boko 
Haram leader calling for new 
violence as the one-year 
anniversary of their attack 
neared. In September, the 
sect launched a co-ordinate 
attack on a federal prison in 
Bauchi that held many of its 
followers arrested following 
last year's riot. The raid 
freed about 750 prisoners -- 
many of whom were mem-
bers of the sect that still re-

main at large. 

Rioters set a police station 
ablaze in northern Nigeria 
near where a radical Islamic 
sect operates, a police 
spokesman said Tuesday. 
The attack was similar to one 
that sparked a wave of vio-
lence last year that left more 
than 700 people dead. It oc-
curred Monday night or 
Tuesday morning in the vil-

lage of Gamboru, just north-
east of Maiduguri in Nigeria's 
Muslim north, federal police 
spokesman Emmanuel 
Ojukwu told The Associated 
Press. Ojukwu said he had no 
immediate casualty figures. A 
similar attack on a police sta-
tion heralded a violent uprising 
by the radical Boko Haram 
sect in July 2009. A subse-

quent security crackdown led 
to more than 700 deaths. 
Ojukwu said he didn't know 
whether the sect was involved 
in the latest attack. An Associ-
ated Press reporter heading 
toward the police station 
Tuesday morning said he saw 
a strong police presence on 
roads heading out of 
Maiduguri, the city where the 
sect once had its main 
mosque. Officers were patting 
down every passer-by, check-
ing for hidden weapons. Au-
thorities fear Boko Haram, 
which means "Western educa-
tion is sacrilege" in the local 
Hausa language, has re-
grouped and rearmed since 
the 2009 violence. The group 
wants a stricter version of 
Islam's Shariah law in place 
across Nigeria. Nigeria, a na-
tion of 150 million people, is 
divided between the Christian-
dominated south and the Mus-
lim north. A dozen states 
across Nigeria's north already 
have Shariah law in place, 
though the area remains un-

Nigerian Rioters Torch Northern Police Station 

http://www2.macleans.ca/2010/10/14/national-crime-rankings-2010/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-004-x/85-004-x2009001-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-004-x/85-004-x2009001-eng.htm
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said. Meanwhile, on the 
street, the Hells Angels in 
Quebec have been ham-
pered in recent years by 
sweeping arrests, notably 
the 2009 Operation SharQC, 
when more than 100 full-
patch members were ar-
rested based on informant 
evidence. Montreal's organ-
ized crime scene is going 
through a major period of 
flux, and "there's a shakeup 
going on," Sher said.  "One 
thing is clear, it won't be 
'Mom' Boucher that comes 
out on top." Boucher at-
tacked several times It's not 
the first time Boucher has 
been threatened since he 
went to prison after being 
found guilty of first-degree 
murder in the 1997 deaths of 
two prison guards. He has 
been attacked several times 
while behind bars, including 
an assassination attempt 
shortly after he was incarcer-
ated. A fellow inmate tried to 
kill Boucher with a home-
made knife. Boucher was 
spared after other inmates 
rushed to his defense and 
killed the attacker with his 
own crude weapon. Boucher 
is serving three concurrent 
life sentences for the two 
murder convictions, and for 
a conviction of attempted 
murder, with no chance for 
parole until 2022. 

Quebec police are remaining 
tight-lipped on the reported 
prison stabbing of one of Can-
ada's most notorious criminals 
ð Maurice (Mom) Boucher, 
alleged former leader of the 
Quebec Hells Angels chapter, 
who is serving a life sentence 
for murder. Organized crime 
watchers say the attack re-
flects changing power dynam-
ics in Quebec's criminal un-
derworld.  'We have to see 
'Mom' Boucher as the pale 
reflection of the gang leader 
he once was. I don't think 
he has clout and can exer-
cise the level of fear that he 
once had when he was 
roaming the streets and 
really ruled the gang world 
of Quebec.' ðJulian Sher, 
biker gang expert Officers with 
Quebec police have confirmed 
that four inmates were in-
volved in a dispute at the 
Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines 
Penitentiary Saturday after-
noon, but wouldn't verify sev-

eral media reports that 
Boucher was stabbed and 
injured during the incident. 
Ruefrontenac.com reported on 
the weekend that Boucher 
was attacked with a home-
made knife during a prison 
yard scuffle that broke out 
Saturday afternoon at the 
prison located 50 kilometers 
northeast of Montreal. 
Sources told Ruefronte-
nac.com that Boucher and 
one of his bodyguards were 
attacked by two inmates trans-
ferred last week to the super 
maximum facility. Prison 
guards intervened quickly and 
used pepper spray to break up 
the altercation, according to 
sources quoted by Ruefronte-
nac.com (an online publication 
produced by locked-out Jour-
nal de Montréal reporters.) 
Boucher is said to have been 
stabbed in the stomach and 
foot, and was treated by a 
prison doctor. Boucher's influ-
ence waning, says crime ex-
pert Sûreté du Quebec Sgt. 
Gregory Gomez del Prado told 
CBC News that two prisoners 
were injured in the incident, 
but wouldn't confirm that one 
of them was Boucher. "We're 
investigating, of course, to try 
to determine what happened," 
Gomez del Prado said. A 
Crown prosecutor will review 
reports of the event to deter-
mine whether any charges will 
be laid. Regardless of the 

details, an expert on organ-
ized crime in Quebec says the 
reported attack on Boucher 
reflects his declining influence. 
Boucher may not hold the 
power he once did, and may 
not attract the protection he 
once enjoyed, said Julian 
Sher, a Montreal-based inves-
tigative journalist and biker 
gang expert. "We have to see 
'Mom' Boucher as the pale 
reflection of the gang leader 
he once was," said Sher, who 
authored several books on the 
Hells Angels. "I don't think he 
has clout and can exercise the 
level of fear that he once had 
when he was roaming the 
streets and really ruled the 
gang world of Quebec." Under 
Boucher, the Hells Angels led 
a bloody turf war over drugs in 
Montreal during the 1990s. 
Sher said the latest prison 
incident may not have been a 
planned assassination, even 
though Boucher remains a 
notable figure inside prison 
walls and a tempting target for 
would-be-attackers. "If you 
could harm the once-great 
'Mom' Boucher, that's a notch 
in your belt," Sher explained. 
Boucher is being housed in a 
special unit of the prison and 
has little contact with other 
inmates. "It's very secure, but 
it's also very isolated, which 
means he is cut off from the 
rest of his gang members 
[who] are in prison," Sher 

 Hells Angels 'Mom' Boucher Stabbed In Jail 

A Halifax man is facing a 
$2,410 fine after he was 
clocked going more than 50 
km/h over the posted speed 
limit. The 52-year-old man 
was stopped on Highway 104 
in the Mount Thom-Salt 

Springs area Friday afternoon. 
Officers with RCMP Eastern 
Traffic Services issued him 
the ticket under the province's 
so-called stunting law. His 
vehicle was impounded and 
his license revoked for seven 

days. Officers pulled him over 
during Operation Impact, 
which was targeting aggres-
sive drivers during the 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

Halifax Speeder Gets $2,410 Ticket 
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ers at the spot and prayed, 
the Vatican said. On his 
1993 trip, John Paul had 
urged Sicily's priests to rally 
the faithful against organized 
crime. A few months later, 
Puglisi was fatally shot in the 
neck in the neighborhood 
where he tried to galvanize 
young people to turn their 
backs on organized crime. 
Young people have recently 
been the main engine be-
hind an anti-extortion cam-
paign that gave shopkeepers 
across the island the cour-
age to refuse to pay the mob 
so-called "protection 
money." The admiration for 
the Palermo priest who 
worked with young people 
contrasts with growing repro-
bation among Italian faithful 
of clergy accused of sexually 
abusing minors. The Italian 
news agency ANSA reported 
that police along the route 
Benedict took through the 
city snatched away a sign 
held by an elderly man say-
ing "defend children, not 
priests," a reference to scan-
dals that church hierarchy 
sought to cover up the 
abuse. 

Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 
hailed as a hero a slain priest 
who dared to challenge the 
Mafia in its stronghold, and he 
encouraged Sicilians not to 
resign themselves to deep-
rooted evil on an island where 
organized crime has held 
sway for centuries. "The temp-
tation toward discouragement, 
to resignation, comes to those 
who are weak in faith, to those 
who confuse evil with good, to 
those who think that, faced 
with often profound evil, there 
is nothing to do," Benedict told 
tens of thousands of faithful at 
mass at a sun-drenched park 

alongside Palermo's water-
front. The pope later lamented 
the "barbarous" 1993 murder 
of Rev. Giuseppe Pino Puglisi, 
who stirred consciences with 
his anti-Mafia preaching in 
one of Palermo's most heavily 
mobster-infested poor 
neighborhoods. In a speech in 
Palermo's cathedral, which 
dates to the 12th century, 
Benedict urged priests to keep 
Puglisi's memory alive by 
"imitating his heroic example." 
Since Puglisi was gunned 
down by the Mafia, his sup-
porters have been clamoring 
for the Vatican to officially 
proclaim him a martyr and 
streamline the process that 
began several years ago for 
beatification and possible 
sainthood. Among those re-
cently backing an appeal for 
the pope to beatify Puglisi 
were Oscar-winning director 
Giuseppe Tornatore and Ital-
ian novelist Dacia Maraini. But 
Benedict made no mention of 
the beatification process or of 
martyrdom, recognition that 
would eliminate the require-
ment for a miracle to be attrib-
uted to Puglisi's intercession 
for beatification. Earlier in the 
one-day visit, Benedict la-
mented that many Sicilians 

endured "physical and moral 
suffering because of organ-
ized crime." "I am here to give 
you strong encouragement not 
to be afraid to clearly give 
witness to human and Chris-
tian values," the pope said. 
Benedict also urged young 
people to resist the Mafia and 
its "path to death." But Bene-
dict did not directly take to 
task the mobsters themselves, 
as his predecessor, John Paul 
II, did in 1993, in one of the 
most emotional and vehement 
denunciations of that long 
papacy. Then, in a valley of 
ancient temples near Agri-
gento, John Paul in a trem-
bling voice, lashed out in im-
provised remarks at Mafiosi, 
demanding that they convert 
from their evil ways or suffer 
the wrath of God. Sicilians 
were shocked a year earlier 
by twin bombings by the Mafia 
that killed the island's two top 
magistrates. Benedict, as he 
was being driven to Palermo 
airport for his flight back to 
Rome, stopped at the spot 
along the highway where one 
of the bombs went off, killing 
magistrate Giovanni Falcone, 
his wife and some of his body-
guards in 1992. The pope got 
out of his car, put some flow-

Pope Holds Mass In Mafia's Stronghold 

Ontario Driver Faces Fake Cop  

A Toronto-area woman, who 
pulled over a man she ac-
cused of speeding and de-
manded he pay a fine on the 
spot, was arrested Friday. 
Halton Regional Police said 
the woman screamed at the 
man to pull over early in the 
morning of Sept. 12 near 
Bronte Road and Lakeshore 
Road in Oakville, Ont., where 
she identified herself as a 
police officer and requested 

that he pay a fine. The 59-
year-old man, who was on his 
way to work at the time, said 
he was not able to pay the 
fine, but agreed to accom-
pany the woman and a man 
to a nearby bank machine 
where he paid the woman an 
undisclosed amount. Al-
though she was not dressed 
in an officer's uniform, police 
said her demeanour and 
questions led the victim to 

believe she was a police 
officer. Police said video 
captured at the bank ma-
chine helped them to iden-
tify the woman. Police be-
lieve it was an isolated inci-
dent. A 48-year-old Oakville 
woman is charged with 
impersonating a peace 
officer and extortion. She is 
scheduled to appear in 
court on Nov. 16. 
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Quebec Police Suspended For Surfing Web At Work 
penny because if a virus 
paralyzed the IT system, it 
would be very costly to fix, 
and the network also contains 
sensitive information about 
the city's finances," Côté said. 
Côté said handing out sus-
pensions for the types of vio-
lations the investigation iden-
tified is a complicated, long 
and expensive process be-
cause managers must ensure 
they do not violate any of the 
rights guaranteed under the 
officers' collective agreement. 
The union representing the 
officers called the investiga-
tion and the suspensions a 
form of harassment and was 
to hold a media conference 
Friday at which it promises to 
reveal new information 

A three-year investigation into 
internet use by the Quebec 
City police force has led to 
suspensions without pay for 
nine male officers. In a state-
ment released Thursday, the 
city said that in some cases, 
the material viewed and 
shared by the men was offen-
sive and in bad taste. Officials 

would not go into specifics 
about the nature of the con-
tent except to say the investi-
gation showed the officers' 
actions were not criminal. 
They did, however, contra-
vene the city's policy on the 
use of information and tele-
communications technology 
by municipal employees, 
which was adopted in 2005. 
Coun. Richard Côté said inap-
propriate use of the web by 
municipal staff puts the city's 
IT network at risk. "It's very 
dangerous for our system 
because it can trigger com-
puter viruses," Côté said. The 
nine officers received suspen-
sions ranging from three to 30 
days. Five other officers re-
ceived notices informing them 
they were also under investi-

gation, but they were cleared 
of any wrongdoing. The sanc-
tions against the officers are 
the second wave of discipli-
nary measures by the city 
following the launch of its 
probe of internet use, dubbed 
Operation Windows, in 2007. 
Fifteen civil servants were 
sanctioned in the first phase. 
At least one person lost his 
job for surfing a pornographic 
site while others were pun-
ished for going on the social 
networking site Facebook. So 
far, Côté said, the city has 
spent more than $1.1 million 
going after police officers and 
civil servants who misuse the 
internet. The next group of city 
employees to have their inter-
net use reviewed will be fire-
fighters. "It's worth every 

ager on Monday would not 
confirm reports that he 
asked Bieber and his entou-
rage to leave after the com-
plaint. Linteau said the boy 
suffered minimal injuries and 
did not require medical at-
tention. Bieber is scheduled 
to perform a concert in Van-
couver on Tuesday night. 

A complaint has been lodged 
with the RCMP by the father 
of a boy who was allegedly 
assaulted by pop star Justin 
Bieber at a Richmond, B.C., 
laser tag centre on Friday, 
police say. Planet Lazer's 
management would not con-
firm whether they asked 
Justin Bieber and his body-

guards to leave after an al-
leged assault on a boy. But a 
police spokeswoman declined 
to give any other details Mon-
day about what is alleged to 
have happened. "Until some-
body is formally charged with 
an offence, we're not in a po-
sition to confirm the person's 
name," Cpl. Annie Linteau 

said. "And in the case where it 
involves a minor, we're simply 
not in a position to ever re-
lease the person's name." 
Richmond RCMP confirmed 
on the weekend they are in-
vestigating an assault involv-
ing a 12-year-old boy. Bieber, 
16, went to Planet Lazer with 
two bodyguards and was play-
ing in a group of about 12 
others. Heavily targeted Staff 
at the centre said that as word 
got around the star was there, 
he began to be followed by a 
growing number of players 
and was being heavily tar-
geted with shots from others. 
In laser tag, players use guns 
that emit laser light to shoot at 
other players wearing equip-
ment that makes a noise 
whenever they are hit. After 
the game, one parent com-
plained to Planet Lazer man-
agement that his child was hit 
or pushed. The centre's man-

Alleged Bieber Assault Complaint Filed: RCMP 



Page 12  

sell the public on smart meters, 
which they hope to have in all 
B.C. homes by 2012. Ver-
schoor said the meters, which 
can record energy consump-
tion on an hourly basis and 
transmit that information to BC 
Hydro, are one way to tackle 
power theft.  "Smart meters are 
actually are part of an overall 
system that will help to mod-
ernize the grid and one of the 
benefits of that system is it will 
help us to identify theft and 
that's a significant benefit to 
our customers." Verschoor 
said electricity theft is some-
thing all BC Hydro customers 
should be concerned about. 
"The cost of theft is borne by 
all of us and when we reduce 
electricity theft, all customers 
benefit." 

BC Hydro says the theft of 
electricity ð mostly from mari-
juana grow operations ð now 
costs $100 million every year. 
Hydro spokesperson Cindy 
Verschoor said that's a signifi-
cant increase from the esti-
mated $30-million revenue 
loss from electricity theft in 

2006, the last time Hydro cal-
culated the loss. She said it's 
because larger and more so-
phisticated grow ops are suck-
ing more power each year. 
"What the RCMP are telling us 
is the size and distribution of 
grow-ops is growing, as is the 
safety hazard associated with 

how they are stealing electric-
ity." Brian Cantera, who is with 
the RCMP's drug squad, said 
grow-ops are moving to more 
rural areas because of their 
remoteness and relative inac-
cessibility "In rural areas, 
what's also happened there is 
that the size of the grow-ops 
have increased and of course 
the larger they are, the more 
hydro consumption that's ac-
tually stolen," he said. "In 
terms of hydro theft, every law
-abiding citizen out there is 
having money realistically 
taken right out of their wallet." 
Stolen electricity now repre-
sents about a three per cent 
increase in customers' hydro 
bills each year, Verschoor 
said. In order to combat the 
loss, BC Hydro is hoping to 

Electricity Theft By B.C. Grow-Ops Costs $100M A Year 

executive secretary of the 
FDLR, which is accused of 
killing at least 700 civilians 
last year. He is also on Inter-
pol's wanted list for genocide 
in his native Rwanda. The 
court's prosecutor, Luis Mo-
reno Ocampo, called the 
arrest a "crucial step in ef-
forts to prosecute the mas-
sive sexual crimes" commit-
ted in Congo. More than 
15,000 cases of sexual vio-
lence were reported in the 
conflict-torn country in 2009 
alone, the court said. Mo-
reno Ocampo said the 
FDLR's attacks helped trig-
ger two wars in Congo that 
left around four million peo-
ple dead, and its fighters 
continue "to commit horrific 
crimes against the civilian 
population."  

A Rwandan rebel leader was 
arrested Monday in Paris on 
charges of leading rebels re-
sponsible for mass rape and 
killings in Congo, the Interna-

tional Criminal Court said. 
Callixte Mbarushimana, a 
leader of the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Rwanda, known by its French 

acronym FDLR, was arrested 
Monday on a secret warrant 
by French authorities. The 
court said he was charged 
with 11 counts of crimes 
against humanity and war 
crimes, including killings, rape, 
persecution based on gender 
and extensive destruction of 
property committed by the 
FDLR during most of 2009. No 
date has been set for Mba-
rushimana to be transferred 
from Paris to The Hague. The 
FDLR was established by 
former guerrillas accused of 
genocide in Rwanda's 1994 
ethnic slaughter. After moving 
to Congo, the FDLR launched 
attacks on Rwanda aimed at 
ousting the government. Until 
his arrest, Mbarushimana, 47, 
had lived openly in a Paris 
suburb even though he was 
on a UN sanctions list. He is 

Rwandan Rebel Leader Arrested In Paris 
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Abbotsford police are keeping 
British Columbia gangs in their 
sights, serving three warrants 
in two days and seizing 
$25,000 cash and a stash of 
illegal drugs. In all, three men 
and one woman police say are 
linked to the Duhre group are 
facing drug charges, while a 
34-year-old man allegedly 
linked to the United Nations 
Gang is accused of cocaine 
and heroin possession. The 

five people were picked up 
between Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 
as the Abbotsford police gang 
suppression unit and munici-
pal emergency response team 
members raided three Fraser 
Valley homes. Along with the 
cash seized from accused 
members of the Duhre group, 
investigators say more than 
$48,000 in cocaine was found 
in the three homes, along with 
other drugs ranging from her-

oin to Percocet and marijuana. 
The Children's Ministry was 
also contacted after two chil-
dren, aged nine months and 
six years, were found in two of 
the homes. Police say 29-year
-old Andre Remekie and 23-
year-old Shauna Wilson are 
charged with possession for 
the purpose trafficking in the 
bust linked to the cash seizure 
but names of the other sus-
pects have not been released. 

44, was arrested last April 
after the bodies of her 
daughters Amanda De Vito, 
9, and Sabrina De Vito, 8, 
were found inside the fam-
ily's Laval home. A Quebec 
Superior Court judge 
awarded Sorella bail in June 
with a series of conditions. 
Neither De Vito nor Sorella 
attended the girls' funeral. 
De Vito is expected to ap-
pear at the Montreal court-
house Tuesday morning. 

Suspected Quebec mobster 
Giuseppe De Vito has been 
charged with gangsterism 
after being arrested following 

a four-year police search. De 
Vito, 44, appeared in a Mont-
real courtroom Tuesday after-
noon, the day after the Mont-
real police anti-gang unit took 
him into custody outside his 
gym in Laval. He had been the 
target of a Canada-wide arrest 
warrant since November 
2006, when police began look-
ing for him as part of Project 
Colisée, a major crackdown 
on the Montreal Mafia. De Vito 
was charged Tuesday with 
gangsterism, conspiracy and 

concealment of a prohibited 
firearm. Montreal police 
Const. Olivier Lapointe said a 
tip helped police make the 
arrest. "Recently our investi-
gators with the anti-gang sec-
tion received information that 
allowed us to finally arrest him 
yesterday," said Lapointe. 
Wife accused of killing daugh-
ters De Vito's arrest comes as 
his wife, Adèle Sorella, awaits 
trial on two charges of first-
degree murder in the death of 
their two daughters. Sorella, 

Suspected Mobster Caught After 4-Year Hunt 

Police Heroismð Bayonne Police Officer Hailed As A Hero  

said, adding that backup units 
swarmed the area. McKeand, 
44, has previously received a 
commendation and several 
Excellent Police Service 
awards, Scianni said. Bayonne 
Mayor Mark Smith, the city's 
former public safety director 
and a retired cop, called the 
bank robber's arrest "a typical 
day's work for Kelly McKeand." 
"Anyone who knows her knows 
her work ethic," Smith said. 
"She's a go-getter. She's not 
someone who sits back. I'm 
not shocked or surprised at all 
with what she did." 

A Bayonne police officer is 
being cheered as a hero 
after arresting an armed 
bank robber while working 

an off-duty security job in 
Monroe Township. Officer 
Kelly McKeand, an 11-year 
veteran of the force, "looked 
out for the safety of not only 
the bank employees but other 
customers and without con-
cern for her own safety, she 
was able to apprehend an 
armed and dangerous individ-
ual," Deputy Chief Ralph 
Scianni said this morning. He 
applauded McKeand's 
"dedication to service" in her 
gun-point arrest of 41-year-old 
Lodi resident Victor Cannestro 
at the Pamrapo Savings Bank 
on Spotswood-Englishtown 
Road in the Middlesex County 

community. Witnesses told 
police a man entered the bank 
just before 11:40 a.m. yester-
day and placed a handgun 
and a note on the counter, 
demanding money, according 
to a mycentraljersey.com. The 
teller handed over an undeter-
mined amount of cash. The 
robber fled, but the teller 
alerted bank security. The 
robber was backing his vehi-
cle out of the parking lot when 
McKeand stopped him at gun-
point and ordered him to get 
out, officials said. KcKeand 
handcuffed him and a search 
revealed he was carrying 
a .22 caliber handgun, reports 


