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Ecuador In Chaos As Police Protest

The government of Ecua-
dor declared a state of
siege Thursday after
rebellious police angered
by a law that cuts their
benefits plunged the
small South American
nation into chaos. Dem-
onstrators roughed up
the president, shut down
airports and blocked
highways in a nationwide
strike. Incensed officers
shoved President Rafael
Correa around and
pelted him with tear gas
and water when he tried
to speak at a police bar-
racks in the capital.
Correa, 47, was hospital-
ized from the effects of
the gas. The state of
siege puts the military in
charge of public order,
suspending civil liberties
and allowing soldiers to

carry out searches without
a warrant. Hundreds of
officers involved in the in-
surrection took over police
barracks in Quito,
Guayaquil and other cities.
Some set up roadblocks of
burning tires, cutting off
highway access to the capi-
tal. Schools shut down in

Quito and many businesses

closed early due to the ab-
sence of police protection
that left citizens and busi-
nesses vulnerable to crime.
Looting was reported in the
capital, where at least two
banks were sacked, and in
the coastal city of
Guayaquil. That city's main
newspaper, El Universo,
reported attacks on super-
markets and robberies due
to the absence of police.
Hundreds of Correa sup-
porters gathered outside

the National Assembly,
which was occupied by
striking police. The
commander of Ecua-
dor's armed forces,
Gen. Ernesto Gon-
zalez, later declared
the military's loyalty to
Correa in a televised
statement. He called
for "a re-establishment
of dialogue, which is
the only way Ecuador-
eans can resolve our
differences.” When
Correa confronted the
protesters earlier, he
was agitated and un-
yielding. "If you want to
kill the president, here
he is! Kill me!" he told
them before limping
away with the aid of a
cane as an aide fitted a
gas mask over his
face. Correa's right
knee was operated on
just last week. It was
not immediately clear
how much of the police
force had joined the
protest, which ap-
peared to have arisen
spontaneously. There
were no reports of seri-
ous violence. Unrest
‘an attempted coup":
president But Correa
called the unrest "an
attempted coup by the
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opposition," speaking to
reporters by telephone
from the hospital where he
said he was hooked to an
intravenous drip. There
was no immediate evi-
dence the police uprising
was organized by govern-
ment.
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Ecuador In Chaos As Police Protest Continued

the opposition and no protest
leaders emerged to denounce
the Correa's leftist ally, Vene-
zuela's President Hugo
Chavez, claimed that Correa
was "in danger of being killed"
by police who were preventing
him from leaving the police
hospital where he spent all
day after the morning tumult.
Ecuador's foreign minister,
Ricardo Patino, said at one
point that insurgents were
trying to enter the hospital
through the roof and called on
supporters to march on the
hospital to rescue Correa.
"They are trying to oust Presi-
dent Correa," Chavez said via
Twitter. That claim was ech-
oed by Cuba. Peru's presi-
dent, Alan Garcia, said he was
shutting his country's border
with Ecuador until Correa's
"democratic authority" was re-
established. Other leaders in
the region expressed firm sup-
port for Correa, as did the

Organization of American
States. Its secretary-general,
Miguel Insulza, called the
situation "a coup d'état in the
making." Washington's Or-
ganization of American States
(OAS) ambassador, Carmen
Lomellin, did not go that far.
She said the U.S. "condemns
any attempt to violate or alter
the democratic process and
constitutional order in Ecua-
dor." Although there was no
evidence of opposition ties to
the police protesters, Ecua-
dor's ambassador to the OAS,
Maria Isabel Salvador, alleged
involvement by "opposition
politicians with military back-
grounds and police ties." The
striking police were angered
by a law passed by Congress
on Wednesday that would end
the practice of giving mem-
bers of Ecuador's military and
police medals and bonuses
with each promotion. It would
also extend from five to seven

years the usual period re-
quired for a subsequent pro-
motion. "They are a bunch of
ungrateful bandits," Correa
said of the protesters. "No one
has supported the police as
much as this government,” he
told reporters. The law needs
to be published before it takes
effect and that has not hap-
pened. The U.S. Embassy
issued a message warning
U.S. citizens of a "nationwide
strike by all levels of police,
including military police." It
warned them to "stay in their
homes or current location, if
safe.” The president's policy
co-ordination minister, Doris
Soliz, asked Ecuadorians to
be calm and support the gov-
ernment. "This is an act of
indiscipline that is going to be
controlled. It is being con-
trolled," she said. "The military
chiefs are completely support-
ing democracy." Air force
troops shut down Quito's

Mozambique Police Kill 6 In Food Price Protest

Police opened fire and killed
six people after stone-
throwing mobs filled the
streets of Mozambique's capi-
tal city Wednesday to protest
rising food prices. The
marches were illegal and no
group had sought permission

to hold them, police said.
Thousands of people, mostly
men, lined the streets north of
downtown Maputo, burning
tires and looting shops as they
made their way into the city
centre. Police appealed for
calm and said they had made

an unspecified number of ar-
rests. Youths were blocking
streets and public transport
drivers abandoned their vehi-
cles in the streets. Interna-
tional food prices are at their
highest in two years, the UN's
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation said Wednesday. In
Mozambique, the price of a
loaf of bread rose 25 per cent
in the past year to about 14
cents. Fuel and water costs
also rose. The FAO's food
price index shot up five per
cent between July and Au-
gust, partly because of a
drought in Russia that lifted
the cost of wheat, it said. The
international food price surge
also reflects higher sugar and
oilseed prices, the FAO said.

Mariscal Sucre airport as the
protests began Thursday
morning. An airport official who
refused to give her name said
"operations have been sus-
pended." The airport's presi-
dent, Philippe Baril, told a local
radio station that 300 troops
had occupied runways, forcing
flight cancellations. About 700
passengers were stranded, he
said. The U.S. Embassy said
Guayagquil's airport was also
closed. Traditionally unstable
politically, this nation of 14
million has seen relative peace
and stability since Correa, a
U.S.-trained economist, allied
with Venezuela's Chavez, took
office in January 2007. After
voters approved a new consti-
tution, Correa was re-elected
in April 2009 with 51 per cent
of the vote in an eight-
candidate field, the first Ecua-
dorian president to win the
office in 30 years without a

runoff.

Government blamed for high
prices In Mozambique, critics
say bad government decisions
have made shortages worse
and have accused producers
of colluding to push prices up.
The FRELIMO party, in power
since Mozambique won inde-
pendence from Portugal in
1975, has been plagued by
charges its government is cor-
rupt and inefficient. Violent
protests over high costs
erupted in Maputo in 2008, as
well, when global food prices
jumped. The government cut
fuel prices after a week of
clashes police and rioters that
left four people dead and more
than 100 seriously injured.
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Blast Kills 21 At Pakistani Police Compound

MANY FEARED TRAPPED,
INCLUDING WOMEN AND
CHILDREN

A car bomb ripped through a
police compound in a north-
western Pakistani city on
Tuesday, killing 18 women
and children and three offi-
cers, and wounding 100 in
the latest in a string of at-
tacks. The dead included the
wives and children of police
officers, said Khalid Omar-
zai, the city's top govern-
ment official. Another 94
people were wounded, he

Organized Crime

Financial fraud is becoming
increasingly more sophisti-
cated in Canada, with crimi-
nals making use of popular
networking sites, according
to a new report on organized
crime. Online social network-
ing sites such as Facebook
and classified sites like

used to issue fraudulent

said, adding that they had
been taken to hospitals after
rescuers cleared rubble of
more than two dozen col-
lapsed houses and shops.
The complex in the garrison
city of Kohat houses officers'
homes, a training facility and a
commercial area. 'This city is
a war zone. We would al-
ways expect such at-

tacks.' @ Khalid Omarzai,
local official Officer
Mohammad Arif said there
was a huge explosion in the
residential area of the com-

pound soon after the evening
breaking of the daily fast dur-
ing Ramadan, the Islamic holy
month. Power to the area was
cut, forcing emergency work-
ers to search for victims in the
dark, he said. "There was a
massive blast and due to the
darkness it is not yet known
what the extent of damage
and loss of life is," Arif said.
Kohat, the major town on the
road between the provincial
capital of Peshawar and sev-
eral tribal areas, has been the
scene of several militant at-
tacks this year. In April, two
burka-clad suicide bombers
attacked refugees lined up to
register for food and other
relief supplies in the district,
killing 41 people and wound-
ing dozens more. "This city is
a war zone," said Khalid
Omarzai, a top local official.
"We would always expect
such attacks." The Pakistani
Taliban have claimed respon-
sibility for recent attacks
across the nation aimed at
destabilizing the country and
weakening a civilian govern-

Using Social Networking. Report

press releases and promo-
tional material on investments,
as well as to trade lists of vic-
tims and recruit accomplices,
says the annual report from
Criminal Intelligence Service
Canada. It was released Fri-
day in Edmonton by a panel of
law enforcement officials
whose agencies belong to
CISC. The report examines
the range and trends of organ-
ized criminal activity in the
country, with a focus on illicit
drugs, street gangs and finan-
cial fraud, particularly Ponzi
schemes. "These and other
criminal activities are covered
in this year's report, which
highlights the diversity of the
criminal marketplace and the

threat and harm it poses to
Canada's public safety, eco-
nomic integrity and overall
well-being," said RCMP Com-
missioner William Elliott. Many
criminal groups touting high-
yield, low risk investment
schemes take every reason-
able step to appear legitimate
and to offer attractive pros-
pects, added Chief Mike Boyd
of the Edmonton Police Ser-
vice. "Thousands of people in
Canada are victims of
[financi al
recover little if any of their
money," Boyd said. The num-
ber of organized crime groups
in the country has fluctuated
between 600 and 900 over the
past five years with no one

ment already struggling with a

massive flooding that has dis-
placed millions and caused
widespread destruction. The

deadliest attacks have targeted

minority Shia Muslims. A sui-

cide bombing killed at least 43

Shia Muslims at a procession
in the southwestern city of
Quetta on Friday. Two days
earlier, a triple suicide attack
killed 35 people at a Shiite

ceremony in the eastern city of
Lahore. On Monday, a Taliban

suicide bomber detonated a
car in an alley behind a police

station in a strategically impor-
tant town in northwestern Paki-

stan, killing at least 17 police
and civilians in an explosion
that shattered the station and
neighboring homes. About 40
people were wounded in the
attack in Lakki Marwat, which
sits on the main road between
Punjab province, Pakistan's
largest and most prosperous,
and the North and South Wa-
ziristan tribal regions.

entity being dominant, the re-
port says. These groups oper-
ate out of criminal hubs such
as the B.C. Lower Mainland,
the Greater Toronto Area and
the greater Montreal region.
The purpose of the report is to
educate and inform the public
so they can protect themselves
from being victims of such
crimes, said Elliott. "Too many
Canadians have been victims
of these frauds and have lost
their life savings," said Elliott.

f r a u"By]reading torough [the ré- |

port] é Canadi
more comprehensive under-
standing of various types of
scams in play today that
threaten our economic secu-
rity."
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Canada's Biggest Opium Poppy Field Busted In B.C.

Two men have been arrested
at a three-hectare opium
poppy field in Chilliwack,
B.C., the largest operation of
its kind ever discovered in
Canada, according to the
RCMP. Police estimate that
more than 60,000 opium
poppy plants were being
grown in the field, with the
aim of turning them into a
substance known as doda, an
opium powder made by grind-
ing the dried seed pod into a
fine powder, which is normally

consumed in tea. Police
busted the operation on Aug.
23, after obtaining a search
warrant under the Controlled
Drug and Substance Act, they
said in a statement issued on
Thursday morning. The two
men were tending the field at
the time and could face
charges of production of a
controlled substance and
possession for the purpose of
trafficking, said police. Their
names have not been re-
leased, but police said one

was a 31-year-old Abbotsford
man and the other was a 24-
year-old Mission man. Both
were released and scheduled
to appear in court on Dec. 14.
Police said the suspects were
not known to them previously,
and they believe they were
leasing the farmland from its
owner. A local farmer was
contracted to plow under the
crop and ensure that it does
not reproduce next spring,
said police. Prohibited and
addictive Harry Bains, the
MLA for Surrey-Newton, has
warned of the dangers of
doda in recent years. "It's
very highly addictive. It's
highly potent. And once
you're on it, you're on it. It has
destroyed families," said
Bains. According to Health
Canada, doda is a prohibited
substance under Schedule 1
of the Controlled Drugs and
Substances Act. Police warn
it can be addictive, just like
other opium derivatives.
"Doda is often taken with tea
or hot water, and produces a
quick high followed by a

Boulder-Sized Emerald In L.A. Court Battle

The curious case of an enor-
mous emerald weighing
about as much as a horse is
being heard in a Los Ange-
les courtroom where a judge
will try to determine precisely
who owns it. Dug up in Brazil
in 2001 and tipping the
scales at 381 kilograms, the
boulder-sized Bahia Emerald
is one of the largest gems
ever discovered. Several

people have laid claim to the
hulking rock throughout the
years. Now a small army of
lawyers is crammed into a tiny
downtown courtroom, where
Superior Court Judge John A.
Kronstadt will review the case
of the man who says he
bought it first. Tony Thomas
has said he purchased the
emerald from a Brazilian gem
dealer for $60,000 shortly
after it was excavated. Its
worth has since been ap-
praised at almost $400 million.
But after he arranged to have
it shipped home, Thomas says
he was tricked into believing
the emerald was stolen so it
could be sold to someone else

for more money. He says it
vanished after he turned it
over to people who were sup-
posed to ship it to him and,
now that it's been found, it
should be returned to him.
The case will be weighed from
the bench by Kronstadt with-
out a jury, and he will listen to
oral arguments about Tho-
mas's claim. Lawyers for other
interested parties have argued
the claim should be dismissed
because the emerald was
never delivered to Thomas,
but his lawyer says Thomas
did take possession of the
emerald in Brazil before it
disappeared. The judge will
review other claims later. The

sense of well-being. While the
use of doda is a new trend in
opium consumption, its use
appears to be primarily local-
ized within certain South
Asian communities," said
RCMP. "While investigators
believe that the intended use
of the opium poppy located
was for the production of
doda, other more potent
drugs can be refined from the
plants such as heroin," said
police. "Codeine and mor-
phine are also byproducts of
the opium poppy plants,
which are used pharmaceuti-
cally and require a doctor's
prescription as they are [a]
controlled substance under
Canadian laws. Opium, and
its derivatives, are addictive,"
said police.

rock's strange journey After it
vanished, the rock and its his-
tory took confusing turns. At
one point, it wound up in a
warehouse in New Orleans
which was flooded during Hur-
ricane Katrina. Among those
claiming ownership is a man
who says he was retained by
the Brazilian owners to sell it.
Another claimant has said he
received it from a gem dealer
as collateral for a shipment of
diamonds he paid for but never
received. He was trying to sell
the gem in Las Vegas when
authorities seized it. The Los
Angeles County Sheriff's De-
partment now has the emerald
under lock and key.
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3rd Survivor Of Mexican Massacre Revealed

A third man survived last
month's massacre of 72 mi-
grants by suspected drug traf-
fickers in Mexico and is now in
the United States, Salvadoran
President Mauricio Funes said
Sunday. "We know of a Salva-
doran who is in the United
States and who fortunately
avoided getting killed," Funes
said. "His testimony will be
key in solving the case." Mex-
ico has said 77 people were in

the group of Central and
South American migrants who
were abducted and held at a
ranch in the northern state of
Tamaulipas, which has been
embroiled in a turf battle be-
tween the Zetas gang and its
former employer, the Gulf
cartel. The Attorney General's
Office said Friday the number
included the 72 people who
were found dead, two who
were known to have escaped

and three Mexicans whose
whereabouts were unknown.
Funes announced the exis-
tence of the third survivor dur-
ing a ceremony to receive the
bodies of 11 Salvadorans
killed in the massacre, but
gave no give further details.
The Mexican Attorney Gen-
eral's Office declined to com-
ment on Funes's statement.
Mexican officials didn't initially
reveal that more than one
person survived the massa-
cre, confirming there was a
second survivor only after
Ecuador's government re-
vealed that information. Earlier
Sunday, Ecuadorian Justice
Minister Jose Serrano said
authorities in the South Ameri-
can country had arrested a
man suspected of smuggling
to Mexico Luis Freddy Lala
Pomauvilla, 18, one of those
who survived the massacre.
Miguel Angel Dutan Meneses

Mounties Seize 7 Tonnes Of Hash In Montreal

The Mounties have seized a
container packed with enough
hashish 8 about seven ton-
nes & to intoxicate a country
as large as Canada. Police in
Montreal discovered the
seven-million-gram hashish
stash in an abandoned trailer
in the LaSalle borough on the
weekend, the RCMP said.

"It's a big one," said RCMP
spokesman Cpl. Luc Thibault,
describing the cache of hash
bricks, each about the size of
a laptop computer, found
boxed and wrapped in denim
clothing. "It's black and com-
pact, like Plasticine." The
Mounties say the whole trailer
was packed with boxes of the

illegal substance, which is a
resin-like paste derived from
cannabis leaves, seeds and
stems. The seizure is the larg-
est one the Montreal-based
RCMP detachment can re-
member, Thibault said, declin-
ing to put an exact dollar fig-
ure on the stash. "There's a lot
of money involved in that &
especially the street value.
That's for sure." According to
a 2007 RCMP drug report,
hash was selling at an aver-
age $10 per gram on the
street. Demand for hash is
highest in eastern urban cen-
ters, primarily Montreal and
Toronto. Police said they re-
ceived a call from someone
about a trucking container
sitting in a storage lot in the
west-end borough. Officers
moved in on the weekend
after obtaining a search war-

was arrested Saturday at his
house in Biblian, a hamlet
230 kilometers south of Quito.
A judge ordered him jailed
while authorities investigate,
Serrano said. Among the sus-
pect's possessions, authori-
ties found a money order for
$3,000 US made out to a
woman in Honduras, said
Romeo Garate, district attor-
ney in the province of Canar,
where Biblian is located. Ga-
rate told local media that
could indicate Dutan is part of
a larger smuggling network.
Authorities believe Dutan also
smuggled a second Ecuador-
ian who was killed in the mas-
sacre, Garate said. Mexican
authorities believe the Zetas
kidnapped the migrants &
most if not all of whom were
headed to the United States
0 and gunned them down
after they refused to work for
the cartel.

rant. Authorities are asking
for public help to drum up
new leads in their investiga-
tion. No arrests have been
made. Reports suggest the
hashish originated in Paki-
stan, one of the world's lead-
ing producers of the can-
nabinoid resin. Morocco,
Afghanistan, Nepal, India
and Jamaica are also large
hash producers.
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UN World Drug Report i Photo Series

Over the next few issues we will be showing a series of photographs from around the world depicting the real impact of
drugs. Some pictures will be very graphic The United Nations World Drug report, released earlier this year, notes that
2009 marks "the end of the first century of drug control (it all started in Shanghai in 1909)", and that the illicit drug mar-
ket worldwide has now become a $320 billion-per-year industry. As drug-related violence in Mexico appears to continue
unabated, and crackdowns in Afghanistan are being made against its massive opium crops, new efforts are also being
made worldwide in methods of enforcement and treatment of recovering addicts.

Blood and bullet holes are seen on a car door after an Guadalupe Vazquez, 37, handcuffed and holding an
unidentified man was murdered in Tijuana, northern unloaded gun allegedly used by him during a shooting
Mexico, Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2009. (AP Photo/ against federal police officers on Monday, stands during
Guillermo Arias) his presentation to the media in Tijuana, Mexico, Tues-
day, Oct. 6, 2009. (AP Photo/Guillermo Arias)

A man injects heroin into a vein in his arm at an aban- Women family members in the house of Islam Beg
doned house in Ljubljana August 3, 2009. (REUTERS/ smoke opium together in the village of Sarab, Afghani-
Bor Slana) stan on July 13, 2009. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson)
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‘Hawaii Five-O '

Hawaii is hip again. First we
saw the resurgence of tiki
lounges, enabling a whole
new generation to sip colorful
cocktails surrounded by wood-
carved décor. And now the
trend is coming to a TV near
you thanks to
the classic island detective
s e r iHavaii Five-O. 0
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Al ex OdLoughlin
Detective Steve McGarrett, a
cop who goes home to Oahu
to solve his
and ends up staying after Ha-
waii 6s governor
c ghgnce to head up a team ?f
eteiives 6n & tdrfns. ©
Daniel Dae Kim heads back to
aff to costar as Chin Ho
Kelly, the wrongly accused
former prot®g®
dad, and Scott Caan stars as
Detective Danny
Dannoo Williams
fHawaii Five-O, 6 whi ch
similar storyline, starred Jack
Lord as McGarrett, Kam Fong
as Kelly, James MacArthur as
Williams, and Richard
Denning as the governor.
They must have been doing
something right, as the series,
which first aired in 1968, ran
all the way until 1980. Hawaii
Five-O aired from September
1968 to April 1980, one of the

Back

fa

longest continuous-running
police series in U.S. television
history. With few exceptions, it
was filmed entirely on location
in Hawaii. Its fans list the au-
thenticity and beauty of the
scenery as its number one
draw; second come the actors
and the characters they por-
trayed. Another attraction is
the series' intelligent writing

arw intrigluinge%lﬁ?n?nq iltse ad

title sequenc usical
theme (regarded by one critic

?ﬁr}"tgec%a%testrﬁﬁ meg;l(vgv g;

all'time").’1tS authentici

furéhfarfergw nged lpyith use cﬁ e

many local Island residents’in
guest roles, which for some
led to further roles in other
series. Jack Lord played
Steve McGarrett, head of an
glife stgje.palige upitdnvest; o
gating "organized crime, mur-
deﬁ, gsgagqipati neaw?mpts,
foreignha%ent§, &el njes of
eye pe,' James MacArthur
playe

his second-in-
command Danny ("Danno")
Williams, with local actors
Kam Fong, Zulu, Al Harring-
ton, and Herman Wedemeyer,
among others, playing mem-
bers of the Five-O team. The
series was famous for the
stellar guest actors who ap-
peared in episodes, including
Helen Hayes, Ricardo Montal-

Suspected Member Of Montreal's Mafia Arrested

A suspected member of Mont-
real's mafia was arrested
Thursday night and is facing
10 charges related to posses-
sion of prohibited and re-
stricted weapons. Tony Mucci,
56, of Boucherville, was ar-
rested while inside an ar-
moured vehicle, accompanied
by two other men who police
described as his bodyguards.
They were also arrested.
Mucci is allegedly a member
of the Rizzuto crime family.
The charges Mucci is facing

include possession of a pro-
hibited weapon, including a
Taser electronic stun-gun and
bear repellent, and posses-
sion of a restricted weapon,
including a sawed-off shotgun.
Mucci and the other arrested
men, Carmine Serino, 41, and
Jesse Petrocco, 21, will be
back in court on Tuesday for a
bail hearing. Petrocco faces
six charges and Serino seven
charges, all relating to posses-
sion of restricted weapons,
including a 9-mm firearm. In

oBookodobem Dano

/
HAWAII
FIVE-Q

ban, Leslie Nielsen, Herbert
Lom, Hume Cronyn, and
many more. McGarrett's
nemesis, the evil Wo Fat 6
"a Red Chinese agent in
charge of the entire Pacific
Asiatic theatre" & was
played by Khigh Diegh.

1974, Mucci was convicted
and sentenced to eight years
in prison for shooting Le De-
voir reporter Jean-Pierre
Charbonneau. Charbonneau
later became speaker of the
national assembly in Quebec
City. Mucci was also believed
to have been the target of a
shooting in December 2007 in
the St. Léonard neighborhood

of Montreal.


http://tv.yahoo.com/hawaii-five-o/show/46551
http://tv.yahoo.com/show/30920
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Teens Too Revealing Online. Police

Police in a Nova Scotia town
say they've uncovered some
disturbing facts about the
online habits of teenagers,
thanks to several student
spies. The Truro Police Ser-
vice hired four university stu-

dents to pose as young teens
and create fake profiles on
Facebook. Pretending to be
new to the area, the phony
teens visited fan sites of vari-
ous junior high schools in the
Truro area and asked to be

friends with 296 students, all
between the ages of 12 and
17. Only two refused, police
said. Const. Todd Taylor said
it was disturbing to see how
eagerly the younger students
offered personal information.
"They're putting up home
phone numbers, addresses,
the fact that they're home
alone, where they're going to
be. And all this information is
accompanied by photo-
graphs," he said. Police said
there were photos of minors
using drugs and alcohol, and
some teens wearing bikinis.
Invitations to visit at home
One of the undercover agents
said he was offered personal
information without even ask-

China To Drop Death Penalty For Economic Crimes

China, which executes more
people each year than any
other country, said Monday it
is considering dropping capital
punishment for economic
crimes. A draft amendment to
the country's criminal code
proposes cutting 13 "economy
-related, non-violent offences"
from the list of 68 crimes pun-
ishable by the death penalty,
the official Xinhua New
Agency said. It is not known
when the draft will become
law. Xinhua said it was sub-
mitted for a first reading to the
Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress. A
draft usually has two or three
readings before it is voted on.

Reduction unlikely Joshua
Rosenzweig, research man-
ager for the U.S.-based hu-
man rights group Dui Hua
Foundation, said the draft was
welcome but was unlikely to
reduce the number of execu-
tions in China if it becomes
law because it targets crimes
that seldom, if ever, have the
death penalty applied to them.
Critics say the death penalty
in China is used to punish too
many crimes and is applied
too often. They also say the
judicial system is overly secre-
tive in deciding on death pen-
alty cases. Rosenzweig said
there was still pressure to
have criminals serve longer
sentences, with the draft also
proposing that the maximum
fixed-term sentence be raised
from 20 to 25 years. The draft
includes a proposal to abolish
the death sentence for people
75 years of age and older,
which Rosenzweig said was
largely symbolic because
there were so few death sen-
tences for criminals in that age

group. The website of the
NPC, which opened its bi-

monthly session Monday, con-

firmed the draft is being con-
sidered but did not give any

details. Xinhua said the crimes

to be dropped from the list of
those punishable by death
included carrying out fraudu-
lent activities with financial
bills and letters of credit, and
forging and selling invoices to
avoid taxes. Others included
smuggling cultural relics and
precious metals such as gold
out of the country. It quoted Li
Shishi, director of legislative
affairs of the NPC standing
committee, as saying that
because of China's economic
development, dropping the
death penalty from some eco-
nomic-related crimes would
not hurt social stability or pub-
lic security. In recent years
China has made several
changes to how it decides and
carries out the death penalty.
In May, new rules were issued
saying evidence obtained
through torture and threats

ing. "We had one person
and she revealed that her
father was RCMP. That
could be a little bit danger-
ous because say | was
someone who didn't like
police," said the summer
student, who cannot be iden-
tified. Police said 35 stu-
dents invited their new
"friends" to visit them at
home. Officers are planning
to visit schools in the Truro
area to talk about the dan-
gers of sharing too much
information on the internet.
Taylor said pedophiles take
advantage of such easy ac-
cess to information. "They
use these sites as a sort of
catalogue," he said.

cannot be used in criminal
prosecutions and said such
evidence would be thrown
out in death penalty cases
that are under appeal. Those
new regulations made it
clear that evidence with un-
clear origins, confessions
obtained through torture,
and testimony acquired
through violence and threats
are invalid. It was the first
time Beijing had explicitly
stated that evidence ob-
tained under torture or du-
ress was illegal and inadmis-
sible in court. The rulings are
important for death penalty
cases, where a flawed sys-
tem has led to the deaths of
several criminal suspects by
torture in detention centers.
In 2008, China's top court
said about 15 per cent of
death sentence verdicts by
lower courts were found to
have problems, the official
China Daily newspaper re-
ported in May.
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Mexico Nabs Alleged Drug Kingpin

Mexican federal police have
captured an alleged drug king-
pin who faces trafficking
charges in the U.S. and has
been blamed for a vicious turf
war that has included bodies
hung from bridges and shoot-
outs in central Mexico. The
arrest of Edgar Valdez Villar-
real, known as "the Barbie,"
followed a yearlong intelli-
gence operation, the Public
Safety Department stated. It
said Valdez was captured
Monday in the state of Mexico,
which borders the capital Mex-

Prince of Pot" Sentenced

Canada's self-proclaimed
"Prince of Pot" has been sen-
tenced to five years in U.S.
prison for selling marijuana
seeds to customers south of
the border. Longtime Vancou-
ver cannabis crusader Marc
Emery was handed the deci-
sion in a Seattle District Court
Friday afternoon. The ruling
included four years of super-

vised release for the 52-year-
old once he finishes his jail
term. U.S. authorities maintain
that Emery was the country's
largest supplier of marijuana
seeds for more than a decade
until his 2005 indictment for
conspiracy to manufacture
marijuana, and that his activi-
ties were linked to illegal
grows operations across

ico City, but did not offer any
details. Valdez & the third
major drug lord brought down
by Mexico's security forces in
less than ayear 8 was
charged in May in Atlanta with
distributing thousands of
pounds of cocaine from Mex-
ico to the eastern U.S. from
2004 to 2006. American au-
thorities had posted a reward
of up to $2 million for informa-
tion leading to his capture,
and the Mexican government
offered a similar amount.
Mexican authorities have said

America. Emery claimed what
he was doing wasn't illegal
because he was only selling
the marijuana seeds, not the
plants. At sentencing, U.S.
District Judge Ricardo S. Mar-
tinez disagreed, telling him
"there is no question your
actions were illegal and crimi-
nal and your actions ensured
that others broke the law and
suffered the consequences."
U.S. Attorney Jenny Durkan
said Emery believed the laws
didn't apply to him. "[He] put
his personal profits above the
law. He made millions of dol-
lars by shipping millions of
seeds into the U.S. He sold to
anyone who would pay him --
with no regard for the age or
criminal activities of his cus-
tomers. Now, Emery is paying
the price for being part of the
illegal drug trade that dam-
ages lives, homes and the

MURPHY'S LAWS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

the Texas-born Valdez was
battling for control of the
Beltran Leyva cartel since its
leader, Arturo Beltran Leyva,
was killed in a December
shootout with marines in Cuer-
navaca, just south of Mexico
City. The fight between Valdez
and Leyva's brother, Hector
Beltran Leyva, had made a
battleground of what was once
a relatively peaceful region of
Mexico and extended the drug
war westward toward the re-
sort city of Acapulco.

environment." Emery was
extradited to the U.S. in
May. In a plea agreement,
he admitted he operated a
seed distribution business,
Marc Emery District, selling
seeds to customers across
the U.S. He also operated a
retail store in Vancouver's
Gastown neighborhood, as
well as filling mail and tele-
phone orders. Prosecutors
said Emery sold seeds to
undercover Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA)
agents multiple times in
2004 and 2005. Two of his
employees, Michelle Rainey,
39, and Gregory Keith Wil-
liams, 54, were sentenced to
two years of probation for
conspiracy to manufacture
marijuana.

- - On any call, there will always be more bad guys than there are good guys, and the farther away
your back -up, the more there will be.
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Pot Plants Seized In Nova Scotia Raids

The RCMP says it's working
with Craigslist to try to stop
erotic ads that many fear are a
cover for prostitution from
being posted on the com-
pany's website in Canada.
Craigslist shut down its adult
services section in the United
States on Saturday and re-
placed it with a black bar that
simply says "censored.” The
move came after a group of
state attorneys general said
there weren't enough protec-
tions against blocking poten-
tially illegal ads promoting
prostitution. But as of Tues-
day, the Canadian site still
had an "erotic" link listed un-
der services. Mounties want
that to change. "The RCMP
Human Trafficking National
Co-ordination Centre has part-
nered with Craigslist and has
met (with Craigslist officials)
on several occasions trying to
implement some measures in

Police in B.C.'s Kootenay
region are sounding the alarm
over what they say is a dan-
gerous new drug trend o
candy laced with LSD. While
executing a search warrant
for a marijuana grow opera-
tion, RCMP in Cranbrook
discovered a package of sus-
picious-looking gummy bears.
Police sent the candy to the

Canada," Sgt. Marie-Claude
Arsenault said at a news con-
ference in Winnipeg. "There's
already some measures in
place ... not all the ones that
are in the U.S. at the time, but
we are speaking with them
and trying to bring these
measures in Canada." When
asked directly if the RCMP
wanted Craigslist to shut down
adult sections on its Canadian
website, Arsenault said:
"These are the kinds of meas-
ures we are looking at in Can-
ada." A Craigslist spokes-
woman did not immediately
respond to emails from The
Canadian Press requesting
comment. However, Craigslist
CEO Jim Buckmaster said in a
May blog posting that the
company's ads were no worse
than those published by the
alternative newspaper chain
Village Voice Media. He cited
one explicit ad which included
the phrase: "anything goes
$90," the Associated Press
reported. The "erotic" link on
the Canadian site has a warn-
ing and disclaimer attached to
it. It says users agree "to flag
as 'prohibited’ anything illegal
or in violation of the Craigslist
terms of use. This includes,
but is not limited to, offers for

drug lab for analysis, and
discovered they were laced
with the psychedelic drug
LSD. "If they were to leave it
around and a child were to
pick it up ¢é
their system, it could be quite
dangerous for them because
it is a mind altering drug," said
RCMP Cpl. Chris Faulkner.
"The effects are, | guess,

or the solicitation of prostitu-
tion." Media and legal experts
suggest Craigslist may have
to follow suit by shutting down
such services in Canada.
"There was a huge wave of
pressure coming from all kinds
of points of interest, pressur-
ing Craigslist to shut down this
service, from the community
and also from government,”
said Sidneyeve Matrix, a me-
dia professor at Queen's Uni-
versity in Kingston, Ont. "The
pushback is the same in the
U.S. and Canada." Matrix's
colleague at Queen's Univer-
sity, law professor Art Cock-
field, said there are perhaps
thousands of sites that offer
similar adult services. But
Cockfield said a lot of hostility
was directed towards
Craigslist in the U.S. was be-
cause of the so-called
Craigslist killer. The adult ser-
vices listings came under new
scrutiny after the jailhouse
suicide last month of a former
medical student who was
awaiting trial in the killing of a
masseuse he met through
Craigslist. "Because of the
U.S. action, because it's de-
cided to shut this down south
of the border, maybe there will
be public pressure on

good for people that want
to use it as a high, but
could be quite catastrophic
for a young child." Faulkner
said an 18-year-old man

a n Has beengagested andtis i

facing charges of posses-
sion for the purposes of
trafficking.

Craigslist and there also
may be a bit of a Canadian
public outcry against law
enforcement saying 'Why
aren't you putting pressure
on them like the American
authorities did?' " said Cock-
field. He's unsure if the com-
pany could be legally forced
to shut down in Canada. "If
the law enforcement officials
believe that they were en-
gaged in illegal activities,
actually acting as an online
pimp, then that is a violation
of our federal criminal laws
and they could be prose-
cuted," said Cockfield. Re-
moving the service from
Craigslist won't stop human
trafficking or prostitution, but
Matrix believes it's a good
step forward. "It's very easy
to find interviews with people
who are working in the ...
sex trade who have said that
(Craigslist) is the best way
for them to advertise," she
said. "Not having that ser-
vice will definitely be an ob-
vious disincentive and it will
just make buying sex and
finding those kind of activi-
ties just a little bit harder.”

nt
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Nigerian Prison Attack Frees 800 Inmates

4 die, others injured as
police blame Boko Haram
sect About 800 inmates
escaped a federal prison
holding Muslim extremists in
northern Nigeria during a
sunset attack by gunmen
who are believed to be mem-
bers of a radical sect, a po-
lice official said Wednesday.

Prison staff members stand
outside the partly scorched
exterior of the central prison

The attackers went cell by cell
at the prison in Bauchi, break-
ing open locks and setting fire
to part of the prison before
escaping during the confusion,
said Bauchi state police com-
missioner Danlami Yar'Adua.
Four people died and six oth-
ers remain in critical condition.
Yar'Adua said police believe
Boko Haram sect followers
freed by the attack are hiding
in the mountains surrounding
the pasturelands of the rural
region. Members of Boko
Haram & which means
"Western education is sacri-
lege" in the local Hausa lan-
guage & rioted and attacked
police stations and private
homes in July 2009, triggering
a violent police crackdown.
More than 700 people died.
Many of those arrested in the
wake of the attacks last were
being held at the Bauchi
prison pending trial. Yar'Adua
said 36 prisoners had returned
to the prison on their own by
Wednesday morning, hoping
to serve out the remainder of
their short sentences. The city
itself remained calm Wednes-
day, as paramilitary police
officers guarded the front of
the damaged prison. They

refused to allow an Associated
Press reporter access the
prison grounds. Police and
military units added check-
points along roads heading
out of the city in hopes of
catching escapees. Boko
Haram has campaigned for
the implementation of strict
Shariah law. Nigeria, a nation
of 150 million people, is di-
vided between the Christian-
dominated south and the Mus-

A charred prison van sits
outside the central prison

A police bomb squad ex-
amines an undetonated
improvised gas cylinder
explosive outside of the
central prison

$350K Truck Unveiled By Vancouver Police

Vancouver police rolled out their
latest acquisition Tuesday & a
large, black armored vehicle
worth a reported $350,000. The
12,700-kilogram armored res-
cue vehicle looks like a cross
between a Brink's truck and an
army personnel carrier. The
ARV will be helpful in a variety
of situations encountered by
police, Deputy Chief Adam
Palmer said in a release. "The
primary purpose of the ARV is
to provide support in removing
an injured or trapped citizen or

lim-held north. A dozen
states across Nigeria's north
already have Shariah law in
place, though the area re-
mains under the control of
secular state governments.
In recent months, rumors
about Boko Haram rearming
have spread throughout
northern Nigeria. A video
recording released in late
June showed a Boko Haram
leader calling for new vio-
lence as the one-year anni-
versary of their attack
neared. Meanwhile, police
believe motorcycle-riding
members of the sect are
killing policemen in the re-
gion.

police officer from a position of
extreme jeopardy without creat-
ing any further peril to the offi-
cers tasked with the mission,"
said Palmer. It could also be
used on roads made otherwise
impassable by natural disasters,
he said. Palmer said the depart-
ment has long wanted such a
vehicle, but could not find the
money in its budget. The Van-
couver Police Foundation raised
$250,000 and the city of Van-
couver handed over $100,000
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