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Brazilian Police Chief Quits After 30 Cops Busted

cused of selling
heavy weapons to
gangs, tipping off
gangs about police
raids, and stealing

now one has stepped
down. Oliveira was the
first deputy com-
mander to be arrested.
"The enemy now is not

public. Beltrame said the
anti-corruption operation
against police won't af-
fect the security program.
"Changes within the team
will not derail the commit-

The head of Rio de Ja-

neiro state's investigative
police resigned Tuesday
after an anti-corruption
sting resulted in the ar-
rest of 30 officers, includ-
ing the department's for-

mer second-in-command.

Analysts called the ar-
rests a significant blow to
the city's corrupt ways.
"This can be Rio's
chance to break defini-
tively with these officers
who commit illicit ac-
tions," said Rodrigo Pi-
mentel, a security con-
sultant and former leader
within an elite group of
Brazil's military police.
"Police in Rio have been
too close to crime." The
shake-up comes amid a
campaign by Rio officials
to break the grip violent
drug gangs have on poor
slums that cover huge
swaths of the city. Rio is
host for the champion-
ship matches of the 2014
World Cup and then the
2016 Olympics and has
promised to reduce vio-
lent crime that at times
spills out from shanty-
towns into posh
neighborhoods. Part of
the crackdown involves
rooting out corrupt cops.
The 30 officers arrested
in recent days are ac-

and selling drugs,

| money and weap-
ons confiscated by
police. The police
chief, Allan Tur-
nowski, announced
in a statement that
he decided to step
down after talking with Rio
state's security director,
Jose Beltrame. "l feel cer-
tain this is the best deci-
sion," said Turnowski, who
was in the post for nearly
two years. There was no
immediate word on who
would replace him. Tur-
nowski's former deputy,
Carlos Antonio Luiz
Oliveira, was one of the
officers arrested and
charged with corruption,
theft, and collaboration with
drug traffickers. At a news
conference last week,
Beltrame had expressed
confidence in Turnowski,
stressing that the police
chief would have been ar-
rested if there were any
proof he had committed
any wrongdoing. But the
alleged involvement of po-
lice leaders as high up as
Oliveira in corruption has
caused turmoil within the
department, and both
Beltrame and Turnowski
concluded it would be best
if the chief resigned, a
statement from Beltrame's
office said. Rio's police
have often been part of the
problem of widespread
violence in the city, Pimen-
tel said. Turnowski is the
fourth police chief in five
years, he noted. Two of the
chiefs were arrested, and

only the drug trafficker
in the slum 8 itis also
the police officer within
the organization that
feeds that crime," Pi-
mentel said. Rio's po-
lice are also among the
world's deadliest, kill-
ing one person for
every 23 they arrest,
according to a 2009
Human Rights Watch
report. In the U.S., that
ratio is one killing per
37,000 arrests. This is
Rio's opportunity to
eradicate the culture of
lawlessness and vio-
lence that still exists
within certain seg-
ments of law enforce-
ment, Pimentel said.
Beltrame is the archi-
tect of Rio's new and
widely lauded security
effort, which includes
police takeovers of
slums controlled by
violent drug gangs. He
has spearheaded an
effort to install perma-
nent police forces and
provide social services
in communities that
had long been ne-
glected by the state.
About 60 communities
have been taken over
so far in the program,
which has been largely
well-received by the

ment we have with soci-
ety to make Rio de Ja-

neiro an increasingly safe

place," he said.
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CanadaU.S. Border Security 'Unacceptably Ineffective’

Two prominent American
senators say a U.S. govern-
ment watchdog's report
should "sound a loud alarm"
over security gaps along the
U.S.-Canada border. Senate
Homeland Security chair Jo-
seph Lieberman and Republi-
can Senator Susan Collins
said the report prepared by
the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office shows
American and Canadian agen-
cies do not have the ability to
detect illegal crossings of
drugs, weapons and people
along the vast majority of the

border. The report concluded
just 50 kilometres along more
than 6,400 kilometres of the
border had reached an
"acceptable level of security"
in 2010. Lieberman said the
findings should send a mes-
sage to the Department of
Homeland Security and the
Canadian government that
more must be done. "The
GAO report makes clear that
the defence of our northern
border is nonetheless unac-
ceptably ineffective," Lieber-
man said Tuesday in a press
conference in Washington.

"It's weak, weaker than it
should be and needs to be." It
comes amid recent reports of
discussion between Canada
and U.S. that would see their
security bureaucracies more
interlinked. Canadian officials
have long been concerned
that enhanced security in the
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks on the United States
would hinder the flow of daily
trade between the two coun-
tries along the border. The
GAO report recommends in-
creased inter-agency co-
ordination with Canadian
agencies in charge of border
security and policing. Security
operations had only reached
"full situational awareness"
along 1,620 of the estimated
6,400 kilometres of border, in
which the probability of detect-
ing illegal entry or activity is
high, the report said. The re-
port reviewed four sectors
along the border that Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
identified as having a potential
threat for "known terrorist and
criminal organizations" smug-

‘Masked' Air Traveller Says Gangsters Coached Him

A young asylum seeker who
snuck onto a flight to Canada
disguised as an old man says
he was coached by human

traffickers be-
fore leaving
China. Testify-
ing at his own
detention re-
view hearing
Thursday, the
man said that
Chinese gang-
sters known as
"snakeheads"
told him what
to say when he
arrived in Can-
ada. The man,

who can't be named to pro-
tect his identity, said the
smugglers told him to say he
was a farmer with just an

elementary school education.
Appearing for the first time at
a refugee hearing in person,
the man testified that he fin-
ished senior high school and
had only ever worked for a
few months. He told an adju-
dicator with the Immigration
and Refugee Board that a
family friend in Toronto is
willing to put up a $5,000
bond for his release from
custody. A lawyer for the fed-
eral government opposes the
man's release, saying there is
concern that he's a flight risk.
The man's lawyer, Dan
McLeod, claims the govern-
ment is embarrassed over the

gling drugs and people into the
United States.

The sectors included the
stretches of border between:

®  British Columbia, Oregon
and Washington state;

® Ontario and Great Lakes
states, including Michigan,
Ohio and lllinois;

® Quebec, Vermont and
New Hampshire.

Lieberman said that while
Americans traditionally view
their border with Mexico as
more porous and dangerous,
the report said the Homeland
Security department has con-
cluded the risk of "terrorist ac-
tivity" across the northern bor-
der is actually higher than
across the southern border.
"Why? Because there are
more Islamist extremist groups
in Canada than Mexico," Lie-
berman told reporters. Despite
their concerns, the senators
said they are not proposing
moving patrols from the U.S.-
Mexico border to guard the
northern border.

man's entry into Canada and
officials leaked his client's
picture to the media to use
him as an example to other
would-be asylum-seekers. An
immigration adjudicator has
ordered the man to remain in
custody until his next hearing.
The man boarded an Air Can-
ada flight from Hong Kong last
October wearing the elaborate
mask then removed it during
the flight, prompting staff to
send an alert to security offi-
cials in Canada during the
flight. He was arrested imme-
diately after the flight landed in
Vancouver.
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6 Dead, 37 Injured In Attack On Mexican Nightclub

Armed men opened fire and
hurled a grenade into a
crowded nightclub early Sat-
urday, killing six people and
wounding at least 37 in a
western city whose former
tranquility has been shat-
tered by escalating battles
among drug cartels. The
attack in Mexico's second-
largest municipality took
place just hours after a
shootout between soldiers
and presumed cartel gun-
men left eight people, includ-
ing an innocent driver, dead
in the northeastern city of
Monterrey. Monterrey is
Mexico's third-largest city. In
the Guadalajara attack, as-
sailants in a Jeep Cherokee
and a taxi drove up to the
Butter Club, located in a bar
and restaurant district popu-
lar with young people, and
sprayed it with bullets. Some
of the men then got out of
the taxi and threw a grenade
into the nightclub entrance,
said a police official, who
spoke to news media at the
scene and left without giving
his name. The gunmen fled
after the pre-dawn attack, he

said. Three were killed at the
scene and three more died
later in hospitals, said Medical
Services Director Yannick
Nordin. A Venezuelan and a
Colombian were among the
dead. In a press conference
led by state Attorney General
Tomas Coronado Olmos, au-
thorities said the attack may
have been the result of a fight
between two groups hours
earlier in the trendy disco.
Some of the people left and
returned to attack the others.
State authorities said they are
studying surveillance video
from inside the nightclub to
help determine what hap-
pened. While there have been
isolated grenade attacks
around the city, Saturday's
was the first to be thrown into
a crowd and cause so many
injuries. The U.S. Consulate in
Guadalajara recently warned
U.S. citizens not to drive at
night in parts of the city after
suspected drug-gang mem-
bers burned vehicles and
blocked streets. Such alerts
have become common for
highways in some areas of
northern and western Mexico,

but not for Guadalajara, which
is known more for its mariachi
music and tequila than as a
focal point of a drug war that
has claimed nearly 35,000
lives since 2006. But in recent
months the picturesque colo-
nial city has come to resemble
embattled areas of northern
Mexico -- including the state of
Nuevo Leon, where Monterrey
is located. Seven presumed
cartel gunmen were shot dead
by soldiers near Monterrey
during a chase and shootout
just after midnight Friday. A
civilian was also killed when

the gunmen crashed into his
car as they tried to flee sol-
diers. A soldier and a state
police officer were wounded
during the clash in the subur-
ban city of San Nicolas, the
military said in a news release.
Soldiers also freed a woman
who is presumed to have been
kidnapped and was travelling
in one of the vehicles. Two
other vehicles, carrying an
unknown number of attackers,
escaped, and there were no
arrests, said a spokesman for
the state public security office,
who was not authorized to give
his name. Nuevo Leon has
been hit by a wave of drug-
fueled violence in recent years
as the Gulf Cartel battles a
gang of its former enforcers
known as the Zetas. The car-
tels have staged a bloody turf
war over drug peddling points
and smuggling routes to the
U.S. border 125 miles (200
kilometres) to the north, and
clashes with the military and
police have become almost a
daily occurrence in and around
Monterrey. In Guadalajara, the
violence has heated up just in
the past few months from car-
tels warring for turf. The city is
key to western drug routes
once controlled by former Si-
naloa leader Ignacio "Nacho"
Coronel, who was killed in a
gunbattle with soldiers in July.
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Protesters Clash With Police In Gabon

There were more clashes in
the capital of Gabon between
police and supporters of the
central African country's
main opposition leader who
declared himself president
earlier in the week. The dem-
onstrators in Libreville sup-
port Andre Mba Obame, who
has taken refuge in a United
Nation's compound. The oil-
exporting nation has been
troubled since an August

2009 election won by Presi-
dent Ali Bongo, the son of
Gabon's long-time dictator,
Omar Bongo, who died that
year after ruling the country
for four decades. The 2009
election allowed the son to
take over from his father and
led to days of rioting across
the country as opponents ac-
cused Ali Bongo of vote-
rigging. On Tuesday, Obame
challenged Ali Bongo's author-

ity by taking the oath of office
and declaring himself the new
leader of Gabon. Obame said
it was time for those in Gabon
to be directed by someone
they truly chose as their
leader. He said he would
"defend the constitution and
the rights of the state." Obame
named a parallel government
of 19 ministers, and the group
then marched to UN head-
quarters with hundreds of sup-
porters, where they stayed
overnight. The move is likely
inspired by events in Ivory
Coast, where incumbent
leader Laurent Gbagbo has
refused to cede power even
though the international com-
munity recognizes his oppo-
nent Alassane Ouattara as
president. Ouattara runs a
parallel government from a
hotel that is being guarded by
UN peacekeepers. Jean Fran-
cois Ndongou, Gabon's inte-

rior minister, said Wednesday
that Obame and his co-
conspirators had committed
high treason, according to a
Gabon news website where
the government's statement
was published. In the state-
ment, Ndongou said that
Obame and his supporters
"made the choice to not re-
spect Gabon's constitution."
The government said it has
dissolved the National Unity
party and "has the right to
take other legal and neces-
sary measures relative to this
situation.”

Couple Fights For Compensation After RCMP Cruiser Smashes Home

A married couple from Kam-
loops, B.C. who's been living
in a hotel since an RCMP
cruiser smashed into their
home in December says
they are being denied com-
pensation from the Mounties'
insurance company. Carla
and Wayne Sjodin say the

Dec. 7 crash destroyed their
kitchen, damaged the struc-
ture of their home and caused
a flood in the basement. The
driver of the cruiser, a local
police Constable, was pursu-
ing a drunk driver at the time.
While waiting for repairs, the
Sjodins wracked up a roughly

$5,000 hotel bill T and have
now been told the RCMP's
insurance won't cover it.
Wayne says the company
ruled he and his wife should
have toughed it out in the
house after a temporary
kitchen was installed. "There
was basically a countertop
with just a sink, and that's
what the RCMP and the land-
lords wanted us to come back
to," he said. "We can't use our
stove, we can't use our dish-
washer é our f
ered with all kinds of stuff we
don't know, from the asbestos
probably." The Sjodins paid
rent for December and say the
landlords have told them
they're on the hook for Janu-
ary and February too. Carla
showed CTV News around the
couple's living room, a clutter
of bags and boxes from the

kitchen, before breaking into
tears. "You have no idea how
tough it's been for us," she
said. "This is our home. And
who's going to do the cleanup
afterwards? We will be stuck
with it." "I'm not really too sure
how or why they would think
we could move back in." The
couple has spoken with a law-
yer, but was told their only
recourse is to take the matter
to small claims court. A call to
the Sjodins' landlord in Van-
c@Iveswasnotgetugedyand
the RCMP was unavailable for

comment.
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NYC Stabbing Rampage Kills 4

It apparently began, police
said, when a 23-year-old graf-
fiti artist asked his mother if he
could drive her Lexus. She
said no. The ensuing fight
between them escalated into a

bloody 28-hour rampage
across New York City as the
man & armed with five knives
o fatally stabbed his stepfa-
ther, ex-girlfriend and her
mother, ran down a pedestrian
in a stolen car, and slashed
and wounded four other peo-
ple before being arrested in a
Times Square subway station,
police said. Maksim Gelman
had a bloodied kitchen knife
when he was taken into police
custody at about 9 a.m. local
time Saturday after a night-
long manhunt, police have
alleged. "It's so horrendous
and bizarre. We have no rea-
son to know why he did this,"
said police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly, who held up a
photo of the knife that he said
Gelman had used to slash a
subway rider on the head and
neck before he was appre-
hended. The man survived. "l
don't recall seeing anything

like this," said
Kelly, who
has spent
decades
working for
the New York
Police De-
partment. He
said charges
were pending
against Gel-
man. The
stabbing
spree started
just after 5
a.m. local
time Friday,
when police
allege Gel-
man fatally
knifed his
stepfather,
Aleksandr
Kuznetsov, at
their apart-
ment in Brooklyn's Sheep-
shead Bay neighbourhood.
Gelman had gotten into a fight
with his mother after she re-
fused to allow him to use her
Lexus, and Kuznetsov inter-
vened and was attacked, Kelly
said. Police found the 54-year-
old man's body at his home in
the predominantly Eastern
European immigrant
neighbourhood. The Ukrainian
-born Gelman and his mother
became naturalized U.S. citi-
zens in 2004 or 2005, Kelly
said. At about 10:30 a.m.,
several blocks away, Gelman
entered the home of his ex-
girlfriend and used a kitchen
knife to fatally stab her
mother, 56-year-old Anna
Bulchenko, Kelly said. When
20-year-old Yelena Bulchenko
arrived home at about 4 p.m.,
she found her mother dead in
a pool of blood and called
911, police said. Gelman ap-
parently was still in the house,
chasing Bulchenko as she fled
outside and stabbing her 11
times as she died, Kelly said.
He then sped away in the
Lexus to Brooklyn's Midwood

neighbourhood, rear-ending a
Pontiac. The driver confronted
Gelman and was stabbed
three times in the chest but
survived and was in stable
condition, Kelly said. Gelman
drove off in the Pontiac, hitting
62-year-old pedestrian
Stephen Tanenbaum, who
died of his injuries, police said.
He later abandoned the car,
engine running, in the drive-
way of a private house in Mid-
wood, not far from a freight
railroad line "Gelman fre-
quented as a graffiti artist,"
Kelly said. Gelman was not
seen again until just before 1
a.m. Saturday, when he con-
fronted a livery cab driver in
the Crown Heights area and
stabbed him, Kelly said.
Shortly after, he approached a
couple in a Nissan, stabbing
the man multiple times in the
hand before hijacking the car,
police said. Both men sur-
vived. Just after 8 a.m. Satur-
day, passengers on a
southbound No. 1 train in up-
per Manhattan noticed that a
man on the train matched
photos of Gelman they had
seen in newspapers. One
passenger on the train got off
at West 96th Street, ap-
proached officers on the plat-
form and told them that a man
fitting Gelman's description
knocked a newspaper out of
her hand, saying, "Do you
believe what they're writing
about me?" Kelly said. Gel-
man jumped off the train at the
West 34th Street station,
crossed the tracks and
hopped on a northbound No.
3 train, where he stabbed a
passenger, the commissioner
said. Officers were in the
driver's compartment of the
train after hearing reports that
Gelman might be on board.
Gelman made his way up to
the driver's door and pounded
on it, "claiming that he was the
police," Kelly said. One of the
officers threw open the door

and wrestled Gelman to the
ground, knocking the knife
from his hand, Kelly said. He
was taken into custody from
the train at Times Square.
None of Gelman's relatives
could be reached for com-
ment Saturday. "l saw a
stream of people coming
from the front of the train.
They looked upset. They
had white faces," Hyun Jo of
East Orange, N.J., told the
New York Post. "The con-
ductor announced they
‘found the guy who killed
four people yesterday.' | saw
the blood in the other car
when they let us off. It was
crazy." Kelly described Gel-
man as an unemployed drug
user with 10 previous arrests
0 mostly linked to graffiti
and drugs. The commis-
sioner said the suspect's
statements to police were
"pretty incoherent" 8 includ-
ing one in which he stated
that "she had to die." Kelly
said he wasn't sure if that
was a reference to the ex-
girlfriend or someone else. A
longtime friend of Yelena
Bulchenko, Angela Akopyan,
said the first time she heard
of Gelman was Friday. "I
never heard of him prior to
yesterday. Ever in my life,"
she said. She described
Bulchenko as "always
happy." "She was just a
really good person to be
around," Akopyan said. Bul-
chenko worked as a recep-
tionist at a dental office in
Brooklyn, and had attended
Kingsborough Community
College, she said. The last
time Akopyan saw her was
Tuesday, when a group of
friends got together at an
Applebee’s. "It was the first
time we saw each other in
the past two weeks. We
were making plans for the
weekend like we always do,"
Akopyan said. "And then it
never happened.”
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The War in México.: The Numbers

Over the next few issues we wil
of things and how numbers relate to the drug war in Mexico

" Part 1 of 6:
| The Journalists

2,000 mile border with Mexico. One in
10 residents of the U.S. are of Mexican
origin. Last year, the two nations did
nearly $350 billion dollars in trade.
What would happen if México were to
fall into a civil war? What if it already

has?

Why aren't more journalists reporting on
México's violent drug war? Perhaps, it's

because they're being murdered.

In the last eight years, more than 45 journalists have been killed _ in México, making it the second most dangerous country

to be a journalist. Number one? Irag.

Newspapers, radio and television reporters have been covering the drug trade in México for decades. But coverage that was
once about a few drug traffickers now includes stories about businessmen, politicians, government officials, judges, police
and members of the military. "In México, organized crime can mean the traffickers, the police, the government or the people
in the office buildings," warns Pedro Torres, an editor at El Diario newspaper in the border city of Ciudad Juarez just across

from El Paso, Texas.

The press has been making enemies and those enemies have taken aim at the press. Alfredo Quijano, of the El Norte news-
paper in Monterrey, believes the murders and kidnappings of so many journalists is censoring the news: "We are not publish-

ing everything we know i which is not good i but we are trying to survive."

Even what gets published can benefit the drug trade. Traffickers have begun to hijack the headlines by committing spectacu-
lar acts of terrorism, such as mass be-headings, in order to use the media to broadcast their agenda. Author Luis Astorga:
"The gangsters use these bloody tactics to try and win a psychological war against their enemy and sow terror in the popula-

tion."



http://www.holamun2.com/news/crime/the-war-in-mexico-the-journalists
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/2007/index.htm
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/2007/index.htm
http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2008/2008_NTE_Report/Section_Index.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/28086453/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/laplaza/2008/11/mexicos-nationa.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSN1741437420070417
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112402776_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/29/AR2007052902132_3.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/24/AR2008112402776_pf.html
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Ex-Mayor Arrested In Que. Corruption Scandal

Investigators with Operation
Hammer have arrested seven
people including the former
mayor of Boisbriand, Que.,
Sylvie St-Jean, in connection
with a corruption scandal that
allegedly spanned between
2003 and 2009. The suspects,
who face charges of fraud,
bribery, conspiracy and extor-
tion, were picked up and re-
leased on Thursday with a

promise to appear in court.
Sgt. Guy Lapointe said the
alleged scheme involved con-
struction companies bribing
elected officials and bureau-
crats with trips and cash in-
centives in exchange for big
municipal contracts. "Certain
entrepreneurs or businessmen
would give gifts, certain ad-
vantages or contribute illegally
to election campaigns in re-

turn for advantages towards
the attribution of municipal
contracts," said Lapointe.
Saint-Jean herself faces fraud,
conspiracy and influence ped-
dling charges. Opération
Marteau, French for Operation
Hammer, is a specialized
squad which was created in
2009 to investigate allegations
of corruption and collusion in
Quebec's construction indus-
try. The move followed a se-
ries of investigative reports by
the Radio-Canada program
Enquéte 6 including one
looking at Infrabec's owner,
Lino Zambito, who was among
those arrested Thursday. The
report alleged that Zambito
colluded with Saint-Jean to
discourage her potential rivals
from running in the city's Nov.
1 municipal election in 2009.
The program obtained a re-
cording of Zambito trying to
persuade opposition council-

SIM Of Pot Seized At Toronto Pizzeria

A downtown Toronto pizzeria
popular with university and
high school students has
been shut down after a police
search uncovered $1 million
of marijuana and other drugs
on the premises. Police al-
lege Salvatore Crimi, 57, sold
marijuana at Pizza Gigi at

| L] ‘ ar &
1 rzeasiet] il

189 Harbord Street, near
Bathurst Street. The pizzeria
is close to Central Technical
School and the downtown
campus of the University of
Toronto. "Officers made ob-
servations where people were
actually going in and then
leaving emtpy-handed, without

any food," said Const. Tony
Vella. A police raid early Mon-
day turned up marijuana, Oxy-
contin, Oxycocet, ecstasy, a
small amount of crack cocaine
and $8,000 in cash, police
said in a release. "When offi-
cers arrived on scene & and
they conducted the search

lors Patrick Thiffaut and
Marlene Cordato to drop out
of the race. Shortly after
Cordato refused, two men
visited her home and as-
saulted her husband. Zam-
bito, whose company re-
ceived more than half of the
municipal contracts in Bois-
briand between 2004 and
2009, admitted to Radio-
Canada that he tried to con-
vince the councillors to drop
out. He said wanted to save
taxpayers the cost of an
election. At the time, Saint-
Jean denied there had been
any favouritism in the award-
ing of city contracts. Cordato
was elected mayor of Bois-
briand in 2009. The suspects
will be arraigned on Apr. 19,
at the courthouse in Saint-
Jérdme, Que.

warrant 8 they located the
marijuana in plastic packages,
in the store. But there was also
marijuana located right behind
the counter," said Vella. Crimi
faces one marijuana trafficking
charge and 14 other drug pos-
session charges.

WABRCE
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Drug-Smuqgaqgling Submarine Seized In Colombia

Colombian soldiers have
seized a fully submersible
drug-smuggling submarine
capable of reaching the coast

of Mexico. The sub discovery
announced by Bogota authori-
ties Monday, can operate
completely underwater, Col.

Manuel Hurtado, chief of staff
of Colombia's Pacific Com-
mand, told The Associated
Press. He estimated it could
hold eight tons of drugs. Last
July, another fully submersible
"narcosub" was seized just
across the border by authori-
ties in neighbouring Ecuador.
The sub in Colombia was
found in a rural area of Cauca
province on the Timgiqui River
about 440 kilometres south-
west of Bogota, the capital.
Hurtado said intelligence re-
ports and tips from informants
led troops to the vessel. He
said the sub was empty when
soldiers found it and no one
was arrested. The 30-metre
fiberglass boat has room for a

RoboCop Statue Coming To Detroit

Despite Mayor Bing's polite
rejections, a statue of Robo-
Cop is coming to Detroit. The
people behind an online fund-
raising campaign raised
$50,000 in less than a week
when a conversation between
Bing and a Twitter user went
viral ten days ago. Bing and
his communication team
asked Twitter users for sug-
gestions on making improve-
ments to the city, to which a
user called @MT responded,
"Philadelphia has a statue of
Rocky and RoboCop would

kick Rocky's butt. He's a great
ambassador for Detroit." Ro-
boCop was a 1987 action
movie set in a crime-ridden
futuristic Detroit. It's about a
police officer who is murdered,
then re-created as a superhu-
man cyborg. The mayor po-
litely rejected the suggestion,
but the idea spawned Face-
book groups, and eventually
an world-wide campaign to
raise money for a statue of the
butt-kicking cyborg. As re-
cently as Wednesday morn-
ing, "RoboCop" was still one

of the 10 most-searched terms
on Yahoo! Promoters hope
the statue will be as popular
as the Rocky Balboa statue in
Philadelphia or the Fonzie
statue in Milwaukee. Organ-
izer Jerry Paffendorf, said he's
thrilled with the debate & for
and against 8 since word of
the plan emerged. "This was a
really good guy who went
through these things, and he
never faltered, and he was
reborn, and this is what's hap-
pening with the auto industry
and with the city and it repre-
sents our toughness, and all
this kind of stuff," Paffendorf
said. "l think it's beautiful the
way all those ideas mingle
and people share them, and
it's been really constructive.”
Even though Detroit's mayor
isn't crazy about the idea, the
group of artists who raised the
money told CBC News the
statue will be built anyway 6
on private property still to be
selected, and the group is still
soliciting ideas on the final

crew of six and is powered
by two diesel engines and
has an air-conditioned inte-
rior, Hurtado said. He said it
can submerge up three me-
tres deep and is equipped
with a five-metre periscope.
"The engines were already
fully installed and ready to
go," Hurtado said. The sub
had "the capacity to sail to-
tally underwater and the
ability to travel to the coast
of Mexico without surfacing,"
he added. He said such a
trip would take eight to nine
days. Hurtado estimated the
vessel had taken six to eight
months to build and cost
about $2 million US.

Robocop design. "l firmly be-
lieve this is going to add a lot
more value to the city," Paffen-
dorf said. "Robocop has a real
chance of becoming this kind
of avatar for goodness and
newness and collective action
in Detroit, which is just really
exciting." Peter Weller, the
actor who played RoboCop,
weighed in on the idea that his
likeness would be cast on a 7-
foot statue. He said he doesn't
care about the statue depicting
him personally. On one hand,
he said he understands people
who say that Detroit has more
pressing issues to deal with,
but he also sees that it's an
emblem of what's great about
Detroit. "l think it's a great thing
as far as a public service. As
far as a personal emblem, it
doesn't make any difference to
me," Weller said. MGM Studios
didn't seem to mind the idea
either. On Thursday, the com-
pany was promoting the sci-fi
movie as a download feature
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Quebec Speeder Clocked At 240 Km/hr

Quebec provincial police
stopped a man driving 240
kilometres an hour on Mont-
real's Ville-Marie Expressway
early Friday in one of the
worst cases of speeding in
Canadian history. The car
was caught on radar in a 70
km/h zone at 3 a.m. ET, and
police stopped the BMW SUV

just before it entered the tun-
nel. Police spokeswoman
Genevieve Bruneau said the
20-year-old man's licence has
been suspended. "The man
who was driving the car re-
ceived a ticket of $2,598 and
he also received 42 demerit
points,” Bruneau added. Brun-
eau said that normally, drivers

can only be assessed a maxi-
mum of 15 demerit points, but
new provincial laws allow
more points to be taken away
from particularly egregious
offenders. In Quebec, drivers
are given 30 or more demerit
points if they surpass the
speed limit by 121 km/h or
more. Licences are sus-
pended when drivers receive
15 demerit points or more,
and the suspension period
lasts between 3 months and
12 months depending on prior
offences. Bruneau said the
driver was sober and co-
operated with police. His car
was towed away and he will
have to pay towing costs to
get it back. Quebec's automo-
bile insurance corporation, the
SAAQ, said they are search-
ing their records to see
whether Friday's incident is

Thief-Bashing ‘Supergran’ Says She's No Hero

Ann Timson, 71, foiled several
would-be jewelry robbers by
beating them with her hand-
bag in Northampton, U.K. A
71-year-old British woman
who pummelled four would-be
jewelry thieves with her hand-
bag says she's no hero, but
she'd do it again if she had to

despite the risk of getting hurt.
Ann Timson, dubbed by many
in the media as "Supergran,”
said Tuesday she was "angry
that [the men] felt they could
get away with what they were
doing in broad daylight." "l am
not a hero and it was maybe
foolish of me to get involved,

but somebody had to do
something," she told the
Northampton Chronicle and
Echo newspaper. According to
a video of Monday's incident,
six alleged robbers pulled up
in front of Michael Jones Jew-
ellers in Northampton, north-
west of London. They began
smashing the store's windows
with sledgehammers, but Tim-
son came swiftly from down
the street, wearing a red coat
and carrying a large black
handbag. She hit the men
repeatedly with her handbag.
Bystanders helped to pin down
one of the men, who was sub-
sequently arrested. Three oth-
ers were arrested later; two
were able to drive away and
have not been found. Four
men, aged 18, 22, 25 and 39,
are due to appear in a North-
hampton court later Wednes-

the worst in the province's
history. But the incident is
easily among the most nota-
ble speeding cases in Can-
ada in recent memory. Last
September, two motorcy-
clists were caught going 220
km/h on a highway in Que-
bec's Eastern Townships,
and two cars were caught
racing at speeds up to 200
km/h on Mount Seymour
Parkway in North Vancou-
ver, BC. In 2009, a man on a
motorcycle was clocked by
police radar doing 210 km/h
on a stretch of Saskatoon's
Idylwyld Freeway, and last
October, a Thornhill, Ont.
man was caught going
200km/h on Highway 407.

day, the BBC reported. Po-
lice have appealed to the
public for help in tracking
down the two other suspects.
Reports emerged Wednes-
day that Timson has a bit of
a reputation in her town for
fighting crime. Neighbours
said she has taken on drug
dealing and prostitution in
her local housing project,
and has been threatened on

a number of occasions.
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Ninety Four Year Old Grandma Caught With 5kqg of Weed

Officers say a 94-year-old
Mexican woman has been
arrested for trying to smuggle
almost 11 pounds of mari-
juana across the border into
Arizona.

U.S. Customers and Border
Protection (CBP) officers
claimed the woman, from No-
gales, Sonora, said she was
trying to cross the border
Tuesday for a day of shop-
ping. But an officer "became
suspicious" and referred the
woman for further searching,
reports KPHO.com.

Authorities then found 10.5
pounds of cannabis strapped
to the woman's body, covering
an area from her torso to her
legs.

CBP officers claimed the six
bundles of confiscated mari-
juana had an estimated "street
value" of $5,250.

Remember This
Nothing is, as it appears to be.
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/lranian Police Clash With Protesters

Clashes between Iranian po-
lice and tens of thousands of
protesters wracked central
Tehran leaving one person
dead on Monday, with security
forces beating and firing tear
gas at opposition supporters
looking to emulate Egypt's
recent popular uprising. The
opposition called for a demon-
stration Monday in solidarity
with Egypt's popular revolt
that a few days earlier forced
the president there to resign
after nearly 30 years in office.
Police used tear gas against
the protesters in central Te-
hran's Enghelab, or Revolu-
tion, square and in Imam
Hossein square, as well as in
other nearby main streets.
Demonstrators responded by
setting garbage cans on fire to
protect themselves from the
stinging white clouds. The pro-
government Fars News
Agency reported that a by-
stander was shot dead at the
hands of protesters. Eyewit-
nesses said at least three
protesters injured by bullets
were taken to a hospital in
central Tehran while dozens
of others were hospitalized
because of severe wounds as
a result of being beaten. "An
Iranian dies but doesn't accept
humiliation," demonstrators
chanted. "Death to the dicta-
tor,"” they said, in a chant di-
rected at hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Se-

curity forces on motorcycles
could also be seen chasing
protesters through the streets,
according to eyewitnesses.
Fars called protesters
"hypocrites, monarchists, ruffi-
ans and seditionists," and
ridiculed them for not chanting
any slogans about Egypt as
they had originally promised.
Fars, which is linked to the
Revolutionary Guard, Iran's
most powerful military force,
said an unspecified number of
protesters were arrested and
handed over to police and
security officials. It didn't
elaborate. Opposition website
kaleme.com reported that
similar rallies took place in the
central city of Isfahan and
Shiraz in the south. Security
forces used force to disperse
them as well. Foreign media
are banned from covering
street protests in Iran. Follow-
ing the announcements by the
opposition that they would
attempt to hold a new rally in
solidarity with the Egypt upris-
ing, Iran's security forces cut
phone lines and blockaded the
home of an opposition leader
in attempts to stop him attend-
ing the planned rally. Police
and militiamen poured onto
the streets of Tehran to chal-
lenge the marches, which
officials worry could turn into
demonstrations against Iran's
ruling system. The security
clampdown is reminiscent of

the backlash that crushed a
wave of massive protests after
Ahmadinejad's disputed re-
election in June 2009. But
opposition supporters revived
a tactic from the unrest, shout-
ing "Allahu Akbar," or God is
Great, from rooftops and bal-
conies into the early hours
Monday in a sign of defiance
toward Iran's leadership. The
reformist website kaleme.com
said police stationed several
cars in front of the home of Mir
Hossein Mousavi ahead of the
demonstration called for Mon-
day in central Tehran.
Mousavi and fellow opposition
leader Mahdi Karroubi have
been under house arrest since
last week after they asked the
government for permission to
hold a rally on Feb. 14 in sup-
port of the uprisings in Egypt
and Tunisia. On Sunday, the
opposition renewed its call to
supporters to rally, and ac-
cused the government of hy-
pocrisy by voicing support for
the Egyptian and Tunisian
uprisings while refusing to

allow Iranian political activ-
ists to stage a peaceful dem-
onstration. Across central
Tehran, riot police, many on
motorbikes, fanned out to
prevent any demonstration,
witnesses said, speaking on
condition of anonymity be-
cause of fears of reprisals
from authorities. The upris-
ing in Egypt opened a rare
chance for the political gam-
bit by Iran's opposition.
Ahmadinejad claimed the
Egyptians who toppled
President Hosni Mubarak
took inspiration from Iran's
1979 Islamic Revolution,
which brought down a West-
ern-backed monarchy. Iran's
opposition movement used
the comments to push the
government into a corner
and request permission to
march in support of Egypt's
protesters. Iranian officials
quickly backpedaled and
said no pro-Egypt rallies
were allowed 8 bringing
sharp criticism from the
White House and others.




