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Child Charged With Murder 

charged as adults, said 
Shaun Martin, a Univer-
sity of San Diego law 
professor. State law al-
lows children to be de-
tained until they turn 25 if 
tried and convicted as 
juveniles. 

A child was charged with 
murder and felony as-
sault in the fatal stabbing 
of a 12-year-old boy, 
authorities said Wednes-
day. San Diego County 
district attorney's office 
spokesman Steve Walker 
declined to say if the 
defendant was the vic-
tim's 10-year-old 
neighbour who was taken 
into custody shortly after 
the stabbing. The 
neighbour is the only 
person who has been 
identified by homicide 
investigators as a sus-
pect. A detention hearing 
was scheduled for Thurs-
day in juvenile court. The 
12-year-old died Monday, 
a little more than an hour 
after he was stabbed in 
the 10-year-old's drive-
way in a quiet, kid-
friendly neighbourhood in 
El Cajon, east of San 
Diego. The victim slept at 
the boy's home for two 
nights before he was 
attacked at the end of the 
holiday weekend, said 
Cody Vales, a close 
friend of both boys. He 
said they were "like best 
buddies." Vales, 16, said 
the 10-year-old appeared 
calmer since he began 
taking a new medication 

about three weeks ago, 
becoming "a new kid." He 
said the younger boy wasn't 
one to pick a fight but ex-
ploded when he felt pro-
voked. Vales said the boy 
once punched him in the 
face for accidentally bump-
ing his pelvis when they 
were jumping on a trampo-
line. The boy threw a tan-
trum when he spilled a cup 
of water inside his house 
and was asked to clean up. 
"If you pushed his buttons 
and cussed him out, he'd 
just lose it on you," Vales 
said. The 10-year-old liked 
to play football and practice 
Muay Thai boxing and ju-
jitsu, Vales said. He was 
muscular and a little short 
for his age. The 10-year-
old's adoptive mother, who 
lived with the boy and her 
father, was the only person 
who knew how to calm him, 
Vales said. She hugged 
him and reassured him that 
everything would be all 
right. "The nicest woman 
you'd ever meet," Vales 
said. "If it was anybody 
else, they wouldn't be able 
to put up with (him)." The 
victim's mother told U-T 
San Diego that she knew 
the 10-year-old and his 
mother well. "Please don't 
make it out that he was this 

terrible human being," 
Lisa Carter told the 
newspaper. "He's not 
some monster." The 
neighborhood in San 
Diego's foothills is one 
of modest, aging one-
story homes on narrow, 
winding roads. The two 
boys played often with 
others at a playground 
clubhouse in the mobile 
home park where the 
victim lived. They 
sometimes pretended 
to be pirates. It is un-
usual for children so 
young to kill. Law en-
forcement agencies 
reported 11 homicides 
nationwide by children 
12 and younger in 
2010, the same number 
as in 2009 and 2008, 
according to FBI data. 
James Alan Fox, a pro-
fessor of criminology, 
law and public policy at 
Northeastern University 
in Boston, said that 
1976 through 2010, 
242 homicides were 
committed in the United 
States by children 10 
and younger, according 
to his analysis of FBI 
statistics. Of those, 48 
per cent of victims were 
family, 20 per cent were 
acquaintances and 8 
per cent were friends. 
Fox said there are typi-
cally no telltale signs to 
predict such acts of 
violence. 
"Overwhelmingly the 
most common element 
is just an argument," he 
said. "It's the same 
motivation why kids 
fight." California re-
quires that children be 
at least 14 to be 
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that detected drugs during 
routine traffic stops. In another, 
a dog found drugs in airport 
luggage. A fourth involved a 
drug-laden package in transit. 
The Florida case is different 
because it involves a private 
residence. The high court has 
repeatedly emphasized that a 
home is entitled to greater pri-
vacy than cars on the road or a 
suitcase in an airport. In an-
other major ruling, the justices 
decided in 2001 that police 
could not use thermal imaging 
technology to detect heat from 
marijuana grow operations 
from outside a home because 
the equipment could also de-
tect lawful activity. The criminal 
case against Jardines is on 
hold until the question involv-
ing Franky's nose is settled. 
Meanwhile, Jardines is out on 
bail following a 2010 arrest for 
alleged armed robbery and 
aggravated assault. He 
pleaded not guilty in that one, 
as well, and trial is set for Feb. 
21. 

Franky the drug dog's super-
sensitive nose is at the heart 
of a question being put to the 
U.S. Supreme Court: Does a 
police dog's sniff outside a 
house give officers the right to 
get a search warrant for illegal 
drugs, or is the sniff an uncon-
stitutional search? Florida's 
highest state court has said 
Franky's ability to detect mari-
juana growing inside a Miami-
area house from outside a 
closed front door crossed the 
constitutional line. The state's 
attorney general wants the 

Supreme Court to reverse that 
ruling. The justices could de-
cide this month whether to 
take the case, the latest dis-
pute about whether the use of 
dogs to find drugs, explosives 
and other illegal or dangerous 
substances violates the Fourth 
Amendment protection against 
illegal search and seizure. 
Many court watchers expect 
the justices will take up the 
case. "The Florida Supreme 
Court adopted a very broad 
reading of the Fourth Amend-
ment that is different from that 
applied by other courts. It's an 
interpretation that a majority of 
the U.S. Supreme Court will 
question," said Tom Gold-
stein, who publishes the 
widely read SCOTUSblog 
website and teaches at the 
Harvard and Stanford law 
schools. The case, Florida v. 
Jardines, is being closely 
monitored by law enforcement 
agencies nationwide, which 
depend on dogs for a wide 
range of law enforcement du-

ties. "Dogs can be a police 
officer's best friend because 
they detect everything from 
marijuana or meth labs to ex-
plosives," said Kendall Coffey, 
a former U.S. attorney in Mi-
ami now in private practice. 
The 8-year-old Franky retired 
in June after a seven-year 
career with the Miami-Dade 
Police Department. He's re-
sponsible for the seizure of 
more than 2.5 tons of mari-
juana and $4.9 million in drug-
contaminated money. And 
because he's an amiable 
chocolate Labrador, he was 
used extensively in airports, 
sports arenas and other 
places where people congre-
gate. "He's a friendly, happy 
dog," said his former handler, 
Detective Douglas Bartelt, 
who kept Franky after he re-
tired. "People don't have fear 
because of his appearance." 
The U.S. Supreme Court has 
approved drug dog sniffs in 
several other major cases. 
Two of those involved dogs 

 The Case Of  The Drug Dog's Sniff 

 Jamaican Police To Go On Offensive After Bloody Start To 2012 

Concerned about a bloody 
start to the year police high 
command says the security 
forces will be going on the 
offensive. In a media re-
lease today, the police 
promised to intensify its 
operations in response to 
bloodletting by marauding 
gang members in St Cath-
erine, St Thomas, St An-
drew and Clarendon. "We 
will, as best as possible, 
conduct rapid violence attri-
bution and assessment to 
identify the perpetrators 
and target them for arrest 
with evidence, while taking 
steps to disrupt continua-
tion of attacks or revenge 

attacks. We will intensify tar-
geted operations against the 
involved gang members," the 
release stated. In the first 
week of January several drive-
by incidents have resulted in 
multiple murders and shoot-
ings.  The police also prom-
ised to increase stop and 
search activities and spot 
checks around crime hotspots 
to prevent further drive-by 
shootings, impose limited cur-
few operations.  "There may 
be temporary inconvenience 
to residents, but we appeal for 
patience and cooperation as 
we do what is necessary to 
ensure your security," the re-
lease stated. 
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suspect as they have a long 
road ahead of them as well," 
he said. "I'm sure this must be 
a difficult time for them." Au-
thorities said the conditions of 
the other officers ranged from 
serious to critical. They are 
Ogden officers Shawn Grogan, 
Kasey Burrell and Michael 
Rounkles, Weber County sher-
iff's Sgt. Nate Hutchinson and 
Roy officer Jason VanderWarf. 
Kevin Burrell, Kasey Burrell's 
father, said his son was shot in 
the head. A seven-year vet-
eran of the police force, the 
younger Burrell was sedated 
but appears to be improving, 
his father said. On Wednes-
day, witnesses said they heard 
three quick pops followed by a 
two- to three-minute pause, 
then lots of gunfire and officers 
yelling at someone to "put your 
hands up," in the backyard. 
Outside Stewart's house on 
Thursday armed SWAT offi-
cers clothed in camouflage 
remained on guard as police 
continued their search of the 
property. The yard was taped 
off and dotted with numbered 
evidence markers. Residents 
said they were shocked to hear 
there was any drug activity in 
the area or a shootout on their 
street. "This has always been a 
quiet neighborhood. We've 
been here for 11 years," said 
Andrew Mair, who said his wife 
hid in the couple's basement in 
fear when the gunfire rang out. 
"I've never heard anything 
crazy going on. 

Search warrant in hand, a 
team of bulletproof vest-
wearing officers rapped on 
the door of a small, red-brick 
Utah house, identifying 
themselves as police. When 
no one responded, authori-
ties say, the officers burst 
inside. That's when the gun-
fire erupted. When it was 
over Wednesday night, a 7-
year veteran officer was 
dead and five of his col-
leagues were wounded, 
some critically. The suspect, 
an Army veteran whose es-
tranged father said suffered 
from post-traumatic stress 
disorder and may have been 
self-medicating with mari-
juana, was injured. Now, as 
the city tries to grapple with 
the outburst of violence and 
the loss of one of its officers, 
investigators are trying to 
determine how the raid as 
part of a drug investigation 
could have gone so terribly 
wrong. "It's a very, very sad 
day," an emotional Ogden 
Police Chief Wayne Tar-
water said Thursday.  Police 
said the warrant was based 
on information about possi-
ble drug activity, but would 
not say what officers were 
specifically looking for inside 
Matthew David Stewart's 
home, which sits across the 
street from a Mormon church 
meeting house. Stewart, 37, 
was in the hospital with non-
life threatening injuries, au-
thorities said. He does not 
have an attorney yet. Utah 
court records show Stewart's 
criminal history includes only 

a 2005 conviction for a class B 
misdemeanor traffic violation - 
operating a vehicle without 
insurance. A judge found him 
guilty after a bench trial and 
ordered him to pay a $350 
fine. State officials also placed 
a pair of tax liens on Stewart 
last August. Stewart served in 
the Army from July 1994 to 
December 1998, spending a 
year based in Fort Bragg, 
N.C., and nearly three years 
stationed in Germany, Army 
records show. He held a post 
as a communications equip-
ment specialist, earning an 
Army Achievement Medal and 
a National Defense Service 
Medal. Both are given for 
completing active service, 
although they don't indicate 
exceptional acts of valor. 
Stewart's father, Michael 
Stewart, said his son works a 
night shift at a local Walmart 
and may have been sleeping 
when police arrived. "When 
they kicked in the door, he 
probably felt threatened," said 
Michael Stewart, who has 
been estranged from his son 
for more than a year, but 
keeps track of him through his 
two other sons. The elder 
Stewart said his son suffers 
from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety and depres-
sion and may have been treat-
ing it with small amounts of 
pot. He said he believes his 
son may have been growing 
the weed himself. He said he 
didn't believe his son owned 
any automatic weapons and 
that the family is upset by 
what happened. "This is my 
son's problem and we're griev-
ing for him and all of the offi-
cers," Michael Stewart said. 
"I'm dead sick about it." We-
ber County Attorney Dee 
Smith said it wasn't yet clear 
what charges Stewart might 
face once the shooting investi-
gation concludes. "But it ap-

pears right now, with the infor-
mation we have, that we have 
an aggravated murder as well 
as a number of other at-
tempted aggravated murders," 
Smith said, choking back 
tears. Aggravated murder is a 
capital crime and, if convicted, 
Stewart could face the death 
penalty. By midday Thursday, 
more than 1,000 friends and 
strangers had expressed their 
support and gratitude for Fran-
com and his family on a me-
morial Facebook page with 
prayers, poems and other 
message. Some posters 
swapped out their profile pic-
tures for a black logo with a 
blue stripe representing fallen 
officers. Francom's three 
brothers held a short news 
conference just before Thurs-
day's vigil, lauding him as an 
"awesome man," who loved 
adventure and was an exam-
ple of service and dedication. 
"Jared died doing what he 
loved," said Travis Francom, 
25. "He worried at times, for 
his safety. I don't think so 
much for himself, but for his 
family, his two little girls and 
his wife ... but I don't think he 
was ever afraid."  Travis Fran-
com thanked the community 
for the outpouring of support 
shown for the family and 
asked for continued prayers 
for the other officers. "In addi-
tion we encourage everyone 
to remember the family of the 

 Utah Officer Dies In Shootout That Wounded  Other Officers 
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more than 80 sexual assault 
coalitions and national organi-
zations concerned about vio-
lence against women, wrote 
FBI Director Robert Mueller in 
2001 that the narrow definition 
reflected gender-based 
stereotypes and requested it 
be changed. Using the old 
definition, a total of 84,767 
rapes were reported nation-
wide in 2010, according to the 
FBI's uniform crime report 
based on data from 18,000 
law enforcement agencies. 
Nearly 1 in 5 women and 1 in 
71 men in the U.S. have been 
raped at some time in their 
lives, according to a 2010 sur-
vey by the National Center for 
Injury Prevention and Control 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, which 
used a broader definition. The 
revised FBI definition says that 
rape is "the penetration, no 
matter how slight, of the va-
gina or anus with any body 
part or object," without the 
consent of the victim. Also 
constituting rape under the 
new definition is "oral penetra-
tion by a sex organ of another 
person" without consent 

The Obama administration 
says it is expanding the FBI's 
more than eight-decade-old 
definition of rape to reflect a 
better understanding of the 
crime and to broaden protec-
tions. The new definition 
counts men as victims for the 
first time and drops the re-
quirement that victims must 
have physically resisted their 
attackers. Vice-President Joe 
Biden, author of the Violence 
Against Women Act when he 
was in the Senate, said the 
new definition announced Fri-
day is a victory for women and 
men "whose suffering has 
gone unaccounted for over 80 
years." Calling rape a 
"devastating crime," the vice-
president said, "We can't solve 

it unless we know the 
full extent of it." The 
change will increase 
the number of people 
counted as rape vic-
tims in FBI statistics 
but will not change 
federal or state laws 
or alter charges or 
prosecutions. It's an 
important shift be-
cause lawmakers 
and policymakers 
use crime statistics to 
allocate money and 

other resources for preven-
tion and victim assistance. 
The White House said the 
expanded definition has been 
long awaited as many states 
and research groups made 
similar changes in their defini-
tions of rape over recent dec-
ades. Since 1929, the FBI 
has defined rape as the car-
nal knowledge of a female, 
forcibly and against her will. 
The revised definition covers 
any gender of victim or at-
tacker and includes instances 
in which the victim is incapa-
ble of giving consent because 
of the influence of drugs or 
alcohol or because of age. 
Physical resistance is not 
required. The Justice Depart-
ment said the new definition 

mirrors the majority of state 
rape statutes now on the 
books. Congress approved 
$592 million this year to ad-
dress violence against 
women, including sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, dat-
ing violence and stalking, 
under the Violence Against 
Women Act and Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Ser-
vices Act. Of that amount, 
$23 million goes to a sexual 
assault services program and 
$39 million to a rape preven-
tion and education program 
administered by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The Obama admini-
stration had sought $777 mil-
lion to combat violence 
against women. The change 
likely will result in big in-
creases in the number of re-
ported rapes, but it was not 
immediately clear how big. To 
take just one example of how 
the FBI totals will change, 
Chicago didn't report any 
rapes to the FBI for 2010 
because its broad definition of 
the crime didn't match the 
FBI's narrow definition. The 
change has been sought by 
women's groups for more 
than a decade. The Women's 
Law Project, on behalf of 

 FBI Changes Its Definition Of  Rape 

Do you have change for a mil-
lion-dollar bill? Police say a 
North Carolina man insisted 
his million-dollar note was real 
when he was buying $476 
worth of items at a Walmart. 
Investigators told the Winston-
Salem Journal that 53-year-old 
Michael Fuller tried to buy a 
vacuum cleaner, a microwave 
oven and other items. Store 
employees called police after 
his insistence that the bill was 

legitimate, and Fuller was 
arrested. The largest bill in 
circulation is $100. The gov-
ernment stopped making bills 
of up to $10,000 in 1969. 
Fuller was charged with at-
tempting to obtain property by 
false pretense and uttering a 
forged instrument. He is in jail 
on a $17,500 bond, and it isn't 
clear if he has an attorney. He 
is scheduled to be in court 
Tuesday. 

 Man Tries To Pay With $1M Bill 



Page 5  FRATERNAL  ORDER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 

has recounted his experi-
ence infiltrating the BCCI 
bank accused of money 
laundering for the Colombian 
drug cartel, in a book, The 
Infiltrator.) Mazur also dis-
puted any comparison be-
tween the undercover DEA 
case exposed by the Times 
Monday and the recent con-
troversy over "Fast and Furi-
ous," the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) 
program that allegedly put 
guns in the hands of Mexi-
can drug gangs. "I would 
never agree in any circum-
stances it's worthwhile to put 
2,000 weapons in the hands 
of criminals," he said. "Each 
of these operations needs to 
be professionally managed 
and individually scrutinized. 
This one, from what I read, 
is very common place, and I 
don't see anything in there 
that disturbs me in the least." 
Recent DEA undercover 
operations have led to the 
apprehension and success-
ful prosecution of two major 
global arms traffickers, in-
cluding the Russian-born, so
-called "merchant of death" 
Viktor Bout, who was con-
victed in November on four 
counts of plotting to sell anti-
aircraft guns and other 
weapons to Colombia's 
FARC rebels; and the Syrian
-born "Prince of Marbella," 
Monzer al-Kassar, who was 
sentenced by a New York 
court in 2009 to 30 years in 
prison. 

Undercover agents with the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, working with 
their Mexican counterparts, 
helped transfer millions of 
dollars in drug cash and even 
escorted a shipment of co-
caine via Dallas to Spain. 
The covert activities were 
undertaken as part of an 
operation to infiltrate and 
prosecute a major Colombian
-Mexican narco-trafficking 
organization moving cocaine 
from Colombia to Mexico and 
the United States. The un-
dercover operation, detailed 
in Mexican government 
documents obtained by the 
New York Times, first came 
to light via a Monday dis-
patch by Times reporter Gin-
ger Thompson. The docu-
ments "describe American 
counternarcotics agents, 
Mexican law enforcement 
officials and a Colombian 
informant working under-
cover together over several 
months in 2007," Thompson 
reported. "Together, they 
conducted numerous wire 
transfers of tens of thou-
sands of dollars at a time, 
smuggled millions of dollars 
in bulk cashðand escorted 
at least one large shipment 
of cocaine from Ecuador to 
Dallas to Madrid." The docu-

ments "show that in 2007 the 
authorities infiltrated" the op-
erations of an accused major 
Colombian cocaine trafficker, 
named Harold Mauricio Pov-
eda-Ortega, Thompson wrote. 
Poveda-Ortega, also known 
as the Rabbit, "was consid-
ered the principal cocaine 
supplier to the Mexican drug 
cartel leader Arturo Beltran 
Leyva." Leyva was killed in 
2008 in a shootout with Mexi-
can naval forces. Poveda-
Ortega was arrested in Mexico 
City in November 2010. The 
Mexican government docu-
ments include testimony from 
a DEA special agent "who 
oversaw a covert money laun-
dering investigation" into Pov-
eda-Ortega, Thompson re-
ported. The documents form 
part of the file supporting a 
Mexican Foreign Ministry ex-
tradition order for Poveda-
Ortega from last May 2011. 
The United States, however, 
has declined to indicate 
whether Poveda-Ortega was 
extradited to the United 
States, Thompson writes. A 
Justice Department spokes-
woman Laura Sweeney simi-
larly told Yahoo News Monday 
that the department is "not in 
a position to comment on the 
specific matter." The Drug 
Enforcement Administration 

defended the undercover op-
eration in a written statement 
given to Thompson. 
"Transnational organized 
groups can be defeated only 
by transnational law enforce-
ment cooperation," the agency 
wrote. "Such cooperation re-
quires that law enforcement 
agencies ð often from multi-
ple countries ð coordinate 
their activities, while at the 
same time always acting 
within their respective laws 
and authorities." Former DEA 
agent Robert Mazur, who 
posed as a money launderer 
in a similar undercover DEA 
investigation targeting the 
banks supporting the Medellin 
drug cartel, said such under-
cover operations are neces-
sary and legitimate. Covert 
drug stings are critical, he 
says, in lining up evidence to 
successfully prosecute the top 
command and control figures 
of organized crime cartels. 
"This is a law enforcement 
technique that has been used 
for decades," Mazur told Ya-
hoo News in a telephone inter-
view Monday. "If we were to 
embrace the concept that 
these undercover money laun-
dering operations shouldn't be 
conducted because in a small 
way, they for a brief period of 
time create a short term bene-
fit for the criminal, we would 
be doing criminal organiza-
tions around the world the 
greatest favor they could get. 
We would be closing door to 
one of the most effective 
methods available to attack 
what law enforcement calls 
the command and control of 
these global organizations." 
The organizations targeted in 
these intricate DEA stings "are 
not people selling dime bags 
of crack on the street, but peo-
ple trying to create terrorists 
states around the world," con-
tinued Mazur (Mazur, who 
retired from the DEA in 1998, 

 US Drug Agents Helped Launder Millions  
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http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AuT.fa1ddKAdSKmYko2EK9jyWed_;_ylu=X3oDMTFka3BkYnE0BG1pdANCbG9nIEJvZHkEcG9zAzEEc2VjA01lZGlhQmxvZ0JvZHlBc3NlbWJseQ--;_ylg=X3oDMTNiYW10c3BhBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDOWNjMTYwMTYtYjE2MC0zNzY1LTk3YjktZWZiOWU2MWIzZWU3BHBzdGNhdA
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AuT.fa1ddKAdSKmYko2EK9jyWed_;_ylu=X3oDMTFka3BkYnE0BG1pdANCbG9nIEJvZHkEcG9zAzEEc2VjA01lZGlhQmxvZ0JvZHlBc3NlbWJseQ--;_ylg=X3oDMTNiYW10c3BhBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDOWNjMTYwMTYtYjE2MC0zNzY1LTk3YjktZWZiOWU2MWIzZWU3BHBzdGNhdA
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AuT.fa1ddKAdSKmYko2EK9jyWed_;_ylu=X3oDMTFka3BkYnE0BG1pdANCbG9nIEJvZHkEcG9zAzEEc2VjA01lZGlhQmxvZ0JvZHlBc3NlbWJseQ--;_ylg=X3oDMTNiYW10c3BhBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDOWNjMTYwMTYtYjE2MC0zNzY1LTk3YjktZWZiOWU2MWIzZWU3BHBzdGNhdA
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=Aq95d7RrkhSyXREGRudpYL_yWed_;_ylu=X3oDMTFkZWgzYnZwBG1pdANCbG9nIEJvZHkEcG9zAzIEc2VjA01lZGlhQmxvZ0JvZHlBc3NlbWJseQ--;_ylg=X3oDMTNiYW10c3BhBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDOWNjMTYwMTYtYjE2MC0zNzY1LTk3YjktZWZiOWU2MWIzZWU3BHBzdGNhdA
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=AjlFWeuf.glJFQXuf9caKdLyWed_;_ylu=X3oDMTFkNWJ1MDBuBG1pdANCbG9nIEJvZHkEcG9zAzMEc2VjA01lZGlhQmxvZ0JvZHlBc3NlbWJseQ--;_ylg=X3oDMTNiYW10c3BhBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDOWNjMTYwMTYtYjE2MC0zNzY1LTk3YjktZWZiOWU2MWIzZWU3BHBzdGNhdA
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              Over the next few issues we will be talking about the                                                             
              Cartels behind Mexico's drug war  

Part 2 of 9  

 

 
    MEXICO A PLAYER IN GLOBAL DRUG TRADE  
 

Drug production and 
trafficking in Mexico 
go back decades, but 
its role as a supplier 
has grown considera-
bly in the 2000s, as 
has the control Mexi-
can cartels wield over 
supply routes from 
Colombia and other 
Central and South 
American countries. 
The UN reported in its 
2010 World Drug Re-
port that by 2008, 
Mexico was the third-
largest source of 

opium after Afghanistan and Burma. As the drug trade has grown, so has the number of cartels 
that want a piece of it. Many of the old family clans that controlled trafficking in the 1980s and 
90s have lost the old guard and splintered into smaller criminal groups, and the gentlemen's 
rules they followed went out the window as fights over territory became increasingly violent. 
Much of Mexico's drug trade is driven by U.S. demand. It is the main foreign supplier of 
methamphetamine and marijuana sold in the U.S. and the main transit route for the country's 
cocaine and heroin. The U.S., in turn, is the primary supplier of arms to the Mexican cartels. 
About 70 per cent of the firearms recovered at crime scenes in Mexico in 2009-10 were from 
the U.S., according to a June 2011 U.S. Senate report. The Mexican government's own statis-
tics reveal that almost one-third of all drug-related homicides occur in the six states that border 
the U.S. Given those facts, the pressure has increased on U.S. authorities to help Mexico fight 
its drug problem. Earlier this year, the U.S. began flying unarmed drones over Mexican territory 
to obtain images of drug-production facilities and smuggling routes, and it has also deployed 
manned aircraft to eavesdrop on cartel communications. U.S. intelligence and law enforcement 
agencies have begun working more closely with their Mexican counterparts, even allowing them 
to launch clandestine operations against the cartels from U.S. territory. Mexico's network of 
drug cartels is nebulous and complex, with organizations merging, splintering and shifting alli-
ances in their quest to control drug-trafficking routes. Below is a rough overview of some of the 
major groups involved in the country's drug trade, although there are numerous other affiliate 
groups and smaller players. 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2010/World_Drug_Report_2010_lo-res.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2010/World_Drug_Report_2010_lo-res.pdf
http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Files.View&FileStore_id=beaff893-63c1-4941-9903-67a0dc739b9d
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said the situation has left 
police wondering how they 
might deal with these cases 
in the future. A child pornog-
raphy charge is one thing, 
but if someone is looking at 
regular pornography in a 
public place, Loebach said 
there is nothing on the books 
for that. ñThere are some 
charges that loosely fit it, but 
nothing specific to that yet,ò 
said Loebach. ñI donôt know 
if the politicians and legisla-
tors are coming up with 
something like that. I donôt 
know whatôs in the works 
that way.ò Until new laws are 
introduced, he said police 
might rely on sections of the 
Criminal Code with ñbasket-
typeò charges like mischief. 
ñItôs pretty broad whether 
youôre damaging something 
or if youôre affecting some-
oneôs lawful enjoyment of 
property,ò said Loebach. 
ñThere are things we could 
fit into mischief that in to-
dayôs age, if we donôt have 
something specific, you can 
make a case there is a 
charge in there. So you can 
make an argument that it 
could be mischief at this 
point, because we have 
nothing better.ò Loebach 
also suggested people use 
common sense in public 
places. ñPeople should just 
know you donôt look at por-
nography, child or otherwise, 
because kids may be around 
to see it.ò 

The ever-expanding frontiers 
of wireless technology have 
presented Windsor police with 
a peculiar problem ð pornog-
raphy in public. Police have 
received two reports in as 
many weeks about men using 
their laptops to look at pornog-
raphy in conspicuous loca-
tions. The first was a Transit 
Windsor bus. The second 
case happened late Thursday 
afternoon. A witness reported 
that a man was in Chapters 
bookstore looking at child por-
nography. ñWeôve had a cou-
ple instances in the last week, 
including this one at Chapters, 
where weôve had people in 
public areas using laptops to 
access pornography,ò said 
Det. Greg Loebach with the 
Windsor police child exploita-
tion unit.  ñJust be vigilant. In 
this day and age, especially 
with 3G now, you can go any-
where and if you have the 
capability, you can pull it up 
wherever youôre at.ò Police 
stressed they arenôt linking the 
two cases and have yet to 

confirm details of either report. 
Officers were dispatched to 
Chapters at Devonshire Mall 
around 4:30 p.m. Thursday. 
There was a call about a man 
hanging out between the 
magazine aisles looking at 
child pornography on his lap-
top. When officers arrived, 
mall security had him in hand-
cuffs. Police took statements 
from witnesses as well as the 
accused. The man denied 
looking at child porn and 
handed over his laptop to offi-
cers. ñPending the examina-
tion we canôt confirm whether 
itôs a child exploitation offence, 
like child pornography, child 
nudity,ò said Loebach. ñWe 
donôt know until we look at 
that.ò Officers released the 
man at the scene. ñFurther 
investigation will determine if 
charges are laid in the future,ò 
said Loebach. ñHeôs denied 
that it was child porn, so we 
will have to see.ò The first call 
about pornography in public 
came from Transit Windsor 
officials last week. They          

received a passenger com-
plaint about a man on a bus 
looking at porn. Pat Delmore, 
director of operations, said the 
passenger sent an email to 
Transit Windsor wondering 
what the protocol is in this 
situation. ñOur response was 
we turn anything like that over 
to the police,ò said Delmore. 
ñIt was done after the fact, we 
had no information.ò He said 
this was the first time Transit 
Windsor has received such a 
complaint. Officials are now 
developing a policy on how to 
deal with it. Delmore said 
Transit Windsor does not con-
done this kind of behaviour, 
and the new policy will likely 
give drivers the authority to tell 
passengers to shut their lap-
tops when complaints come 
up. ñWeôve never had this 
happen, so we are going to 
look at it, and that will be a 
decision we will have to make 
internally,ò said Delmore. Loe-
bach said Transit Windsor 
also wondered if police had 
ever heard of something like 
this happening on other forms 
of public transportation, such 
as the train. They hadnôt. ñI 
even called Toronto police to 
see if theyôve had any inci-
dents on their public transit 
where people are viewing 
pornography of one sort or 
another, adult or child pornog-
raphy,ò said Loebach. ñThey 
said they didnôt have any re-
ports of it.ò With the technol-
ogy so prevalent, Loebach 

Public Porn Problem Pondered By Windsor Police 

Police in the Mexican border 
city of Ciudad Juarez ticketed 
a 6-year-old boy for reckless 
driving, driving without a li-
cense and not having his toy 
motorcycle registered after 
he crashed it into an SUV. 
The boy's mother, Karla 
Noriega, says police also 

impounded the child-sized 
motorbike that her son got for 
Christmas after he ran into 
an SUV at a park on Dec. 27. 
Noriega says she decided to 
go to the media and make 
the case public after finding 
out she would have to pay 
what she calls a "ridiculous" 

$183 in fines before she could 
recover the toy motorbike. 
She says authorities dropped 
the fines and released the 
motorcycle to her son Gael on 
Wednesday after local news-
papers published her story. 

Police Ticket 6-Yr-Old & Impound His Toy  

http://www.castanet.net/news/World/69659/Police-ticket-6-yr-old-impound-his-toy
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 Wounded Officer Kills Suspect 
shooting revived a debate 
about whether police are too 
quick to use their weapons 
and about the transparency of 
another police force investi-
gating the incident. Quebec's 
current protocol is to have 
one police force investigate 
another whenever someone 
is injured in an operation. This 
model has come under fire 
because, critics say, it lacks 
transparency and favours the 
officer under investigation.  

Police have released the 
name of a man fatally shot by 
a Montreal police officer in a 
downtown subway station on 
Friday. Farshad Mohammadi, 
a 34-year-old homeless man, 

was identified with the help of 
fingerprints. The shooting hap-
pened shortly before 2 p.m. 
after an altercation between 
Mohammadi and two respond-
ing police officers. Quebec 
provincial police, who have 
taken over the investigation, 
offered few new details on the 
incident Saturday. Martine 
Asselin, a spokeswoman for 
the force, said Mohammadi 
attacked one of the two offi-
cers with a knife and one of 
the officers then shot him mul-
tiple times. Mohammadi was 

taken to hospital but was de-
clared dead by ambulance 
technicians. The officer was 
treated knife wounds to the 
head and upper body. His 
injuries aren't life threatening, 
Asselin said. Another officer 
was treated for shock. Mont-
real police have come under 
criticism for similar incidents in 
the past. A homeless man 
was killed last June during a 
police operation on a down-
town street. An innocent by-
stander was also struck and 
killed during that incident. That 

 Poachers Kill 8 Rhinos In A Day 

when I got him up, so he might 
have been at the bottom of 
Cockle Bay," he said. "Anyone 
else here in the station would 
have done the same thing. I 
just happened to be that guy in 
that situation." The senior con-
stable was praised by his col-
leagues, including Supt 
Hutchings, who described him 
as a "big lump of a lad". "What 
he did was brave and coura-
geous. Diving into the water to 
save someone at night time 
takes a lot of guts." Swimming 
in Darling Harbour can attract 
fines of up to $2200. 

A man who went for a 
drunken late-night dip in Syd-
ney's Darling Harbour could 
have died if it wasn't for the 
quick actions of a senior con-
stable, police say. The 33-
year-old was dragged uncon-
scious from the water near 
Pyrmont Bridge just before 
9pm (AEDT) on Tuesday. 
Water police found him cling-

ing to a marker buoy but he 
quickly lost his grip and 
started to sink below the sur-
face. Senior Constable Glenn 
Winter dived in and rescued 
the man before performing 
CPR aboard the police boat. 
The man was later taken to 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
and has since been released. 
Police said they're unsure if 
the man, who was shirtless 
and wearing boardshorts at 
the time, fell or dived into the 
water. "Commonsense tells 
me the harbour is not the 
place you want to go swim-
ming at night time," Marine 
Area Commander Detective 
Superintendent Mark 

Hutchings told reporters in 
Sydney on Wednesday. "From 
our experience, that would 
have had a tragic end. "If it 
wasn't for the actions of po-
lice, I believe he would have 
died." Supt Hutchings said 
police were unsure why the 
man was in the water but said 
officers did smell "intoxicating 
liquor" on him while adminis-
tering first aid. "From that, we 
can only assume he had been 
drinking," he said. Sen Const 
Winter said he didn't consider 
himself a hero but the out-
come might have been differ-
ent if he had waited any 
longer to dive into the water. 
"He was barely breathing 

 Police Hero - NSW Water Police Officer Saves The Life Of  A Man 

South African rangers say 
they have found eight dead 
rhinos that had been 
stripped of their horns, an 
unprecedented one-day 
toll. Reynold Thakhuli, 
South African National 
Parks spokesman, said 
rangers found the rhinoc-
eros carcasses Tuesday at 

two sites in Kruger, the coun-
try's flagship national park. 
Thakhuli said Wednesday, 
"This is the first time that 
we've had so many in one 
day, and it's really a concern 
for us." Thakhuli says 448 
rhinos were poached across 
South Africa in 2011, a record 
loss. The eight found Tuesday 

were the first recorded deaths 
for 2012. An Asian economic 
boom in recent years is be-
lieved to be behind the spike 
in poaching, with a growing 
middle class in countries like 
China and Vietnam able to 
afford exotic purported reme-
dies like powdered rhino horn. 

http://www.castanet.net/news/World/69584/Poachers-kill-8-rhinos-in-a-day
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  New Product : 2012 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor Utility  
Ford unveils a police SUV based on the 
all-new Explorer 
  
Competitors have come and gone, but the 
Ford Crown Victoria has dominated the police-
car market for years. By the time fleet sales of 
the Crown Vic end in late 2011 (sales to the 
public stopped in 2008), however, the cop-car 
market will be awash with new vehicles. In 
addition to Fordôs own Taurus-based Police 
Interceptor, Dodge will have a new police-spec 
Charger and Chevrolet will be peddling the 
Caprice PPV. To that list we can now add the 
Ford Police Interceptor Utility, a cop SUV 
based on the all-new Explorer (which, conven-
iently, shares a platform with the Taurus).  

Itôs the first factory-modified Explorer police vehicle to come from the Blue Oval, although there were aftermarket companies that 
modified prior-generation Explorers for law-enforcement duty. As with the civilian model, the standard engine is a 3.5-liter V-6; front- 
and all-wheel drive will be available. The engine can run on E85 and produces ñat leastò 280 hp; we canôt imagine it would make 
less than the regular SUVôs 290 hp and 255 lb-ft. Ford says the Explorer is at least 20 percent more fuel efficient than the outgoing 
Crown Victoria PI, which used a thirsty 4.6-liter V-8.  
 
From Factory -Stock to Cop -Tough  
  
Police vehicles live a hard life, so Ford engineers made the requisite upgrades from stock. The Interceptor Utility scores larger-than-
stock brakes sitting behind 18-inch wheels, and Ford also installs a heavy-duty alternator, an enlarged radiator, and a liquid cooling 
system for the transfer case. As in the Taurus, the shifter has been relocated to the steering column to provide extra space for po-
lice gear between the front seats. Those seats feature sculpted bolsters to accommodate holsters and belts; the rear bench seat 
can fold flat for more thug-stacking spaceðor more conventional storageðand is upholstered in vinyl for easier cleaning.  

 
Standard equipment includes stability control, a backup camera, parking 
sensors, a blind-spot warning system, Curve Control, and the Sync info-
tainment systemðpresumably to make choosing appropriate chase mu-
sic less distracting. The buttons on the steering wheel can be reconfig-
ured to operate add-on police equipment such as lights and sirens.  The 
true king of police SUVs has long been the Chevrolet Tahoe, whose body
-on-frame construction and hefty V-8 engine make it a popular pick for 
police departmentsô hauling needs. (There also was a police version of 
the Dodge Durango, but it was far less successful.) It will be interesting to 
see how the Explorer Police Interceptor, with its smaller size, unibody 
construction, and V-6 engine, is received by veteran officers.  The Ex-
plorer PI will be built alongside the Taurus-based police vehicleðand 
civilian versions of the twoðat Fordôs Chicago assembly plant; both 
should enter service toward the end of 2011.  

MURPHY'S LAWS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT  

Vehicle pursuits always progress from areas of low traffic density 
to high traffic density  

http://www.caranddriver.com/news/2012-ford-police-interceptor-car-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/news/2012-ford-police-interceptor-car-news
http://blog.caranddriver.com/2011-dodge-charger-pursuit-police-car-announced-reveals-more-of-all-new-charger/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/2011-dodge-charger-pursuit-police-car-announced-reveals-more-of-all-new-charger/
http://www.caranddriver.com/news/2011-chevrolet-caprice-ppv-car-news
http://www.caranddriver.com/news/ford-explorer-news-2011-ford-explorer-revealed-ndash-car-and-driver
http://blog.caranddriver.com/ford-to-debut-curve-control-on-2011-explorer/
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"I think motives are going to 
be hard to come by. We may 
never know." Investigators 
were still busy Monday map-
ping out the sequence of the 
blazes, examining more than 
100 clues and interviewing 
witnesses. The fires left be-
hind a trail of smouldering 
debris. Police urged resi-
dents to check their cars for 
any signs of tampering and 
to take simple precautions 
such as locking vehicles, 
keeping garage and carport 
lights on at night and report-
ing suspicious activity. De-
spite the arrest, authorities 

continued to urge vigilance. 
"We're not resting, and we're 
not stopping" the extra pa-
trols, police Cmdr. Andrew 
Smith said. "If you have 
lights in your carport area, 
keep them on tonight." Some 
other deliberately set fires 
were reported Thursday in 
Hollywood, and two people 
were arrested. But police 
said Monday that those sus-
pects were not connected 

Authorities arrested a German 
man Monday in connection 
with dozens of suspected ar-
son attacks that destroyed 
parked cars, scorched build-
ings and rattled much of the 
nation's second-largest city 
over the New Year's weekend. 
Harry Burkhart, 24, was 
booked for investigation of 
arson of an inhabited dwelling 
and was being held without 
bail, authorities said. He is a 
German national, but authori-
ties said they didn't know how 
long he's been in the United 
States. Police said he told 
arresting officers he's from 
Frankfurt. Burkhart was ar-
rested earlier in the day be-
cause he resembled a "person 
of interest" captured on sur-
veillance video. He was 
stopped by a reserve sheriff's 
deputy in a van being sought 
by arson investigators, who 
did not rule out the possibility 
that others may be involved. 
More than 50 blazes have 
flared since Friday in Holly-
wood, neighbouring West Hol-
lywood and the San Fernando 
Valley, causing about $3 mil-
lion in damage. Firefighters 
have not responded to any 
other suspicious fires since 
Burkhart was detained. Police 
declined to reveal any motive 
for the fires. When asked at a 

news conference about re-
ports that an immigration 
problem with Burkhart's 
mother may have been a fac-
tor, authorities declined to 
comment. "We are very confi-
dent in this arrest, but we 
have a long way to go," said 
Police Chief Charlie Beck, 
who mentioned receiving in-
formation from federal authori-
ties who recognized Burkhart 
from the video. They believed 
he had been involved in re-
moval hearings in immigration 
court, but they didn't specify 
how he was involved. Galina 
Illarionova, who lives in the 
same apartment complex as 
the suspect, told reporters 
through a Russian translator 
that an agitated Burkhart vis-
ited her Sunday and said his 
mother was having some kind 
of legal trouble. He told her his 
mother was in trouble with 
authorities and wanted Il-
larionova to attend a legal 
hearing with him, but he later 
said he didn't need her help. 
The blazes forced many apart-
ment dwellers from their 
homes. But there were no 
serious injuries  one firefighter 
was hurt in a fall from a lad-
der, and another person suf-
fered smoke inhalation. Most 
of the fires began in cars, and 
authorities have not said how 

they were started. One of Sat-
urday's fires occurred at the 
Hollywood and Highland en-
tertainment complex, a popu-
lar tourist destination bordered 
by the Walk of Fame in a 
neighbourhood that includes 
Grauman's Chinese Theatre. 
Damaged buildings included a 
former home of Doors singer 
Jim Morrison in Laurel Can-
yon. The onslaught of inten-
tionally set fires left residents 
on edge over the holiday 
weekend in some of the most 
densely populated areas of 
the city. Hundreds of investi-
gators, police officers and 
firefighters raced 
to deal with the 
blazes. Police 
conducted extra 
patrols all week-
end, and the 
noise of helicop-
ters and sirens 
persisted virtually 
nonstop in Holly-
wood. Even long-
time firefighters 
struggled to recall 
an arson outbreak 
involving so many fires. Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's De-
partment Division Chief James 
Lopez recalled a notorious 
case from a generation ago, 
when California arson investi-
gator John Orr was sentenced 
to life in prison without parole 
for the 1984 killings of four 
people in one of multiple ar-
sons he set over the course of 
years. "Sometimes it's patho-
logical in nature," Lopez said. 

 Arrest Made In L.A. Arson Spree 



previously admitted he is 
honest with his three chil-
dren about his troubled past, 
as he would rather tell them 
himself than let them learn 
from other places. He said: 
"My kids know who I am, I 
explained it to them, the 
things I've done, the time I 
spent in jail, the reason why 
I went to jail, when I sold 
drugs. "I told them every-
thing so they could know 
from me first, as opposed to 
going on the internet or 
hearing about it from some-
body else. They can make 
up their own minds and say, 
'Well my dad told me this, I 
know how my dad gets down 

This may come as a shock to 
some, but Snoop Dogg has 
reportedly been arrested for 
cannabis possession. The 
'Sweat' rapper - who has 
been jailed on numerous 
occasions over drug and 

firearm possession charges in 
the past - had his tour bus 
stopped by law enforcement 
officers at a border patrol 
checkpoint in the small Texan 
town of Sierra Blanca over the 
weekend, TMZ.com reports. 

During a standard inspection 
of the vehicle, police were 
said to be alerted by a sniffer 
dog to a red prescription bottle 
containing several joints in-
side, believed to amount to 
half an ounce of the drug. Law 
enforcement sources claim 
Snoop admitted the cannabis 
was his and while he has a 
prescription for the substance 
in his home state of California, 
there is a zero tolerance policy 
for the drug in Texas. The 
rapper was issued with a cita-
tion for misdemeanor drug 
possession and released, but 
if he is convicted on the 
charge, he could face up to 
180 days in jail. Snoop has 
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The St Catherine North po-
lice have charged a man with 
the shooting and injury of a 
policeman six months ago in 
the division.  He is Michael 
Morgan, 30-year-old la-
bourer, of Job Lane, Spanish 
Town, St Catherine.  Police 
said that on July 21 about 
8:45 p.m. last year, the po-
liceman and a colleague 
went to a premises at Eltham 

Vista, St Catherine.  They 
were allegedly approached by 
the accused who demanded 
money from them. When his 
demand was not met he re-
portedly brandished a gun and 
fired at the corporal repeat-
edly. The corporal was hit and 
the accused escaped.  An 
investigation led by Detective 
Sergeant Leonard Stewart 
resulted in Morgan being 

taken into custody. An identifi-
cation parade was held during 
which he was positively identi-
fied.  He was subsequently 
charged with illegal posses-
sion of a firearm and shooting 
with intent.  He is booked to 
appear in the Spanish Town 
Resident Magistrate's Court 
today.  

 

 Man Held For Jamaican Police Officer Shooting 

 Cops: Man, 65, Kills Teen Who Knocks Him Off  Bicycle 

A 65-year-old man who 
was knocked off his bicycle 
by three teenagers on a 
Pennsylvania trail shot two 
of them, killing one, police 
said according to reports.  
The Reading Eagle news-
paper said the wounded 
teen, 16, was taken to hos-
pital and the third, age 15, 
was taken in for question-
ing and was later sent to a 
youth center. The paper 
said the mother of the slain 
boy, 16, asked officials not 

to release his name until she 
had been able to tell other 
members of the family what 
happened. The incident hap-
pened on the Thun Trail near 
a bridge over the Schuylkill 
River, between Reading and 
West Reading around noon 
Wednesday. Police said the 
boys knocked the man off his 
bicycle in an apparent robbery 
attempt. "There was one juve-
nile who was shot and is de-
ceased [and] another juvenile 
who was shot and is in sur-

gery," Police Chief Jed Ha-
becker said. According to po-
lice, the 65-year-old was riding 
his bicycle when the teens 
knocked him to the ground, 
the station said. Police said 
two teens then assaulted the 
man, who drew his gun and 
shot them. The man was re-
leased by police after they 
consulted with District Attor-
ney John Adams late 
Wednesday. 
 
 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=361536
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=361536
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killed, compared to 11,583 in 
the same period of 2010, the 
office said. The figures indi-
cate that three-quarters of all 
homicides in Mexico are now 
linked to the drug war. The 
Attorney General's Office 
found one small consolation: 
"It's the first year (since 
2006) that the homicide rate 
increase has been lower 
compared to the previous 
years." There was a 70 per 
cent jumped in drug-related 
killings for the same nine-
month period of 2010 com-
pared to January-September 
2009, when 6,815 deaths 
were recorded. Prosecutors 
said the vast majority of last 
year's killings occurred in 
eight of Mexico's 32 states. 
The Mexican government 
had been periodically releas-
ing the number of drug war 
dead, but it stopped a year 
ago when the number 
reached nearly 35,000. Mex-
ico's freedom of information 
agency had said it would ask 
for an investigation if prose-
cutors didn't release the data 
requested by several jour-
nalists by Wednesday. Also 
Wednesday, Public Safety 
Secretary Genaro Garcia 
Luna said during a confer-
ence in Washington D.C. 
that in the first five years of 
the offensive against drug 
cartels, Mexico's federal 
police had arrested 2,700 
gang suspects and 205 gang 
leaders, had investigated 
283,000 extortion complaints 
and seized 10,000 tons of 
marijuana, 111 tons of co-
caine and seized 136,000 
weapons, 11,000 grenades 
and 13 million rounds of 
ammunition. Garcia Luna 
said Mexico has seized $935 
million dollars presumed 
related to illegal activities  

Two decapitated bodies were 
found inside a burning SUV 
early Wednesday at the en-
trance to one of Mexico's most 
luxurious malls, feeding fears 
drug violence is infiltrating 
privileged realms previously 
thought safe. Police recovered 
the mutilated bodies before 
dawn off a toll highway at a 
shopping mall entrance in the 
heart of the Santa Fe district 
that's a haven for international 
corporations, diplomats and 
the wealthy. The heads and a 
threatening message were 
dumped a few yards (meters) 
away, Mexico City prosecutors 
said in a statement. Hours 
later, the government released 
a drug war body count re-
cording more than 47,500 
victims in five years, echoing 
independent death tolls tabu-
lated by Mexican media. Local 
media published images of the 
charred car and reported that 
a note written on hot pink pa-
per was signed by the drug 
gang Mano con Ojos, or Hand 
with Eyes. Mexican police had 
said the gang was weakened 
by the arrest of its leader, 
Oscar Osvaldo Garcia, in Au-
gust. The victims, a man and 
a woman in their 30s, had not 
been identified, prosecutors 
said. They said the SUV with 
license plates from neighbor-
ing Mexico state had been 
stolen. The Centro Santa Fe 
mall where the charred car 
was found is one of the coun-
try's largest and most glamor-
ous, housing high-end retail-
ers like Coach, Prada, Hugo 

Boss, Saks Fifth Ave-
nue and Mexican de-
partment store Palacio 
de Hierro. The dump 
scene was cleaned up 
so quickly that shop-
pers weren't even 
aware anything had 
happened. The car 
was left only hours 
before Mexico City 
Mayor Marcelo Ebrard 

guided a tour of a bridge con-
struction site 300 yards 
(meters) away. Ebrard 
spokesman Diego Gutierrez 
said there was nothing to indi-
cate the bodies were a mes-
sage to the mayor. Mexico's 
sprawling capital has been 
something of a haven from the 
brutal cartel violence that has 
claimed thousands of lives 
along the U.S. border and in 
outlying states. But gangs 
have been fighting over an 
increasingly lucrative local 
drug market for more than a 
year, mainly in the capital's 
working class outer neighbor-
hoods and suburbs. The 
Santa Fe district has been 
spared much of that violence 
and managed to maintain its 
reputation as a manicured 
bubble built atop a former 
landfill on the western edge of 
Mexico City. The financial 
district houses the Mexican 
headquarters of major corpo-
rations, Hewlett Packard and 
IBM among them, and 
Iberoamerican University, one 
of Mexico's top private 
schools. Modern, heavily 
guarded high-rises where 
wealthy Mexicans and foreign-
ers live dot the hilly land-
scape. But as the fight among 
splintering drug cartels intensi-
fies, brazen attackers have 
reached even into the coun-
try's most guarded districts. "If 
they don't put an end to this, it 
could become more frighten-
ing here," said Christian Falbi, 
a 24-year-old college student 
who lives in an apartment 

building within walking dis-
tance of the mall. Erubiel Ti-
rado, a security expert who 
teaches at Iberoamerican Uni-
versity, said the attack shows 
the government's law enforce-
ment strategy has not dis-
suaded increasingly brutal 
drug traffickers. "We are talk-
ing about an area that is under 
24-hour surveillance by police 
and private security and sup-
posedly one of the safest in 
the capital and in the country, 
and yet they can act with im-
punity," Tirado said. It was a 
regular day at the mall with 
dozens of cars parked in the 
lots and hundreds of shoppers 
visiting the jewelry shops, 
shoe and department stores. 
Roberto Herrera, a 52-year-
old salesman for a bottling 
company headquartered in a 
building across the street from 
the mall, wasn't surprised by 
the news. "We have lived with 
this situation for a while and 
we are no longer shocked 
because this is what's been 
happening in Veracruz, Aca-
pulco and Monterrey," said 
Herrera, who was having 
lunch with a co-worker at the 
T.G.I. Friday's restaurant in-
side the mall. In October, the 
Mano con Ojos gang claimed 
responsibility for leaving two 
severed heads on a street 
across from the nation's top 
military base in Mexico City. 
The gang was once part of the 
Beltran Leyva drug cartel, and 
authorities say it has killed 
dozens while trying to force-
fully recruit local drug dealers 
to its ranks. Nationwide, 
47,515 drug-related killings 
occurred from December 
2006, when President Felipe 
Calderon deployed thousands 
of troops to drug hot spots, 
through September 2011, the 
Attorney General's Office said 
Wednesday. Drug-related 
killings rose 11 per cent in the 
first nine months of 2011, 
when 12,903 people were 

 Murder At Mexican Mall 

http://www.castanet.net/news/World/69626/Murder-at-Mexican-mall


The estate has served as a 
private residence for British 
monarchs since 1862. So 
far, there are more questions 
than answers about the 
strange discovery, which has 
shaken the normally quiet 
region where the queen and 
her family typically enjoy 
riding horses and shooting 
parties. Buckingham Palace 
officials are keeping mum 
about the murder case, re-
ferring callers to the police, 
and police have released 
few details. It is not yet clear 
how old the victim was, how 
long her body had been in 
the woods, if she was mur-
dered on the grounds or if 
her remains were put there 
after the slaying. The cause 
of death was not deter-
mined. 

It's a case that Sherlock 
Holmes would have loved to 
unravel: British police say a 
woman's body has been found 
at the vast rural estate in Nor-
folk where Queen Elizabeth II 
and her family celebrated New 

Year's. Police are treating the 
case as a murder, and an 
autopsy was conducted Tues-
day to learn more about the 
cause of death and the iden-
tity of the victim. The body 
was found on New Year's Day 

three miles (5 kilometres) from 
the elegant country home of 
Sandringham in eastern Eng-
land where the royals held a 
New Year's Day celebration in 
rural splendor. Part of the 
nearly 20,000-acre (8,000-
hectare) royal estate is open 
to the public, and the body 
was found in a forest at An-
mer, a hamlet of several 
dozen people on the estate 
115 miles (185 kilometres) 
northeast of London. Foren-
sics investigators in white out-
fits were seen walking through 
nearby woodlands Tuesday, 
examining the ground in an 
area cordoned off by police. 
Most of Britain's senior royals 
were at the sprawling estate 
for the holidays, where the 
queen loves to celebrate 
Christmas with her husband, 
children and grandchildren. 

 Murder Mystery On The Queen's Land 
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called Free Syrian Army are 
known to be active in the 
area. A Syria-based activist 
said the area has several 
army encampments and is 
full of roadside bombs 
planted to target army tanks 
passing by, adding that the 
truck carrying prisoners may 
not have been the intended 
target. The activist spoke on 
condition of anonymity for 
fear of reprisals. The 10-
month uprising against Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad 
has turned increasingly mili-
tarized and chaotic as more 
frustrated regime opponents 
and army defectors arm 
themselves and fight back 
against government forces. 
The capital has seen three 
suicide bombings since late 
December which the govern-
ment blamed on extremists 

At least 14 people were killed 
when multiple explosive de-
vices struck a police truck 
transporting prisoners in a 
tense area of northwestern 
Syria on Saturday, the state-
run news agency and an op-
position group said. Govern-

ment troops also battled de-
fectors in the north in fighting 
that left 10 people dead. The 
state news agency SANA 
blamed the attack on 
"terrorists" and said it oc-
curred on the Idlib-Ariha high-
way, an area near the Turkish 

border that has witnessed 
intense fighting with army de-
fectors recently. Four bombs 
that went off in "two phases" 
hit the truck, and then attack-
ers targeted an ambulance 
that arrived to assist the 
wounded, SANA reported. Six 
policemen who were accom-
panying the prisoners were 
also wounded, some of them 
in critical condition, it said. 
The British-based opposition 
activist group, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, 
confirmed the incident Satur-
day and put the toll at 11 dead 
prisoners. Rami Abdul-
Rahman, director of the group, 
said the truck was hit by sev-
eral roadside bombs, but it 
was not clear who was behind 
the attack. There was no im-
mediate claim of responsibil-
ity, but members of the so-

 Syria Police Truck Attack Kills 14 
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End of  Watch 

Sergeant                                                                                                                                                         
Abimael Castro -Berrocales                                                  

Puerto Rico Police Department                            

Puerto Rico  
Cause of Death - Gunfire  

End of Watch: Sunday, January 1, 2012  

Agent                                                                                                                                                       
Jared Francom                                                       

Ogden Police Department                                     

Utah  
Cause of Death - Gunfire  

End of Watch: Thursday, January 5, 2012  

The Fraternal Order of Law Enforcement and its members would 
like to pay tribute to the Law Enforcement Officers in North            
America that lose their lives in the line of duty. Itôs been more than 
65 years since the annual number of line-of-duty police deaths 
was fewer than 100. We would like to hit home and remind              
officers to keep up on regular training, eat healthy, exercise and    
to make sure all their equipment is working, including Sidearm 
Handcuffs, OC Spray, Baton, and Flashlight before they go out on 
every patrol.  

North                

America          

Total Line of 

Duty Deaths: 

13 

Line of 

Duty 

Deaths 

Down           

28% 

Gun Fire 

Deaths 

Down 

25% 

 
Officer safety begins with five 
simple things:  
 
1. Wear Your Seatbelt  
 
2. Watch Your Speed  
 
3. Wear Your Vest  
 
4. WIN - What's Important Now?  
 
5. Remember:  
    Complacency Kills! 

Correctional Officer                                                                                                                                                        
Clarence Tariq Hammond, III                                                   

Michigan Department of Corrections                       

Michigan  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
End of Watch: Saturday, January 14, 2012  

Detective                                                                                            
Andrew F Faggio                                                       

New Haven Police Department                             

Connecticut  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                         

End of Watch: Wednesday, January 11, 2012  

 
Deputy Sheriff                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
William Coleman                                                                     

Maricopa County Sheriff's Office                          

Arizona  
Cause of Death - Gunfire  

End of Watch: Sunday, January 8, 2012  

Park Ranger                                                                                                                                                           
Margaret Anderson                                                                   

United States Department of the Interior -   

National Park Service, U.S. Government  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                   

End of Watch: Sunday, January 1, 2012  

 

http://www.odmp.org/officer/20992-captain-john-wayne-haddock
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Deputy Sheriff                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Randall L. Benoit                                                   

Calcasieu Parish Sheriff's Office                                       

Louisiana  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
End of Watch: Wednesday, January 18, 2012  

 Corporal                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Barbara Ester  
Arkansas Department of Correction                               

Arkansas  
Cause of Death - Stabbed                                                         

End of Watch: Friday, January 20, 2012  

 
Agent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Francis Crespo -Mandry  
Puerto Rico Police Department                               

Puerto Rico  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                          

End of Watch: Wednesday, January 18, 2012  

 
Officer                                                                         
Ronnie Smith  
Honolulu Police Department                                    

Hawaii  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                         

End of Watch: Saturday, January 21, 2012  

 
Deputy Sheriff                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
James I. Thacker  
Pike County Sheriff's Department                                

Kentucky  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                   

End of Watch: Monday, January 23, 2012  

 
Senior Police Officer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Gail Thomas  
Atlanta Police Department                                         

Georgia  
Cause of Death - Vehicular  Assault                                                        

End of Watch: Tuesday, January 24, 2012  

 
Master Corporal                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Sandra "Sandy" E. Rogers  
Aiken Department of Public Safety                         

South Carolina  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                          

End of Watch: Saturday, January 28, 2012  
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tery where he ate the parts 
at his brother's grave site, 
ctpost.com reported. Odalys 
Vaszuez told ctpost.com that 
she wants justice for her 
stepfather's slaying. "Here it 
is that my dad was trying to 
help this guy, telling him to 
come inside from the cold," 
she told the website. "If my 
father was helping him stay 
warm, what kind of person is 
it who does this, who repays 
him by swinging an axe at 
him and hitting him so hard it 
blows his brains out?" Police 
said the woman Smith was 
staying with in Florida was 
unaware of the allegations 
and is cooperating with in-
vestigators, according to 
NBCConnecticut.com. 

A Florida man has been ar-
rested on charges that he 
hacked to death a Connecti-
cut man and ate the victim's 
eye and part of his brain. 
Police in Lynn Haven, Fla., 
said Wednesday that 35-year
-old Tyree Lincoln Smith was 

arrested Tues-
day night on a 
Connecticut 
warrant for mur-
der. According 
to police in 
Bridgeport, 
Conn., Smith 
was covered in 
blood when he 
told a relative on 
Dec. 16 that he 
had killed a man 
with a hatchet 
and eaten 
pieces of his 

brain and his eye. The relative 
contacted authorities after 
the body of Angel "Tun Tun" 
Gonzalez, 43, was discovered 
Jan. 20 at his Bridgeport, 
Conn., apartment. Police say 
Smith left Connecticut that day 
on a Florida-bound bus. Lynn 

Haven police say federal, 
state and local law enforce-
ment officers took Smith into 
custody at a residence without 
incident. According to 
ctpost.com, an affidavit in the 
case says Gonzales had 
seen Smith sleeping outside 
on a porch and invited him to 
come in from the cold and 
share the apartment he was 
living in. Once in the apart-
ment, the affidavit states, 
Smith began beating Gon-
zalez about the head and face 
with the ax, ctpost.com re-
ported. He later told his rela-
tive the blows to Gonzalez's 
head were so severe he was 
able to remove an eye from 
the victim's head along with a 
piece of the victim's brain, 
which he then carried in a 
plastic bag to a nearby ceme-

 Cops: Man Hacked Victim With Ax, Ate Brain 

what was going to happen, 
we did not expect him to 
react the way that he did." 
Macagni said police had 
expressed condolences to 
the officer's family. The offi-
cer who fired the fatal shot, 
an eight-year department 
veteran, has been placed on 
administrative leave, and the 
Santa Barbara County Sher-
iff's Department was investi-
gating the shooting, Macagni 
said. The name of the officer 
killed has not been released 
because some family mem-
bers were still being notified, 
and the name of the officer 
who fired the shot was with-
held while the incident was 
under investigation, police 
said. Santa Maria is a city of 
some 100,000 people about 
60 miles northwest of Santa 
Barbara and 160 miles 
northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles  

A police officer under investi-
gation for sexual misconduct 
with a teenage minor was 
shot and killed while on duty 
by fellow officers Saturday as 
they tried to arrest him on 
California's central coast, 
authorities said. The officer 
was manning a DUI check-
point when the shooting oc-
curred shortly after 1 a.m. He 
was declared dead after 
emergency surgery at Marian 
Medical Center, Santa Maria 
police Chief Danny Macagni 
said in a statement. The offi-

cer, a four-year 
Santa Maria de-
partment veteran, 
had just learned 
of the internal 
investigation of 
an alleged sexual 
relationship with a 
17-year-old girl, 
and it became 
necessary to ar-
rest him immedi-

ately, Macagni said. "We had 
no choice," Macagni said in 
video of an afternoon news 
conference posted by KCOY-
TV. He said investigators had 
evidence "that demanded that 
we go out and take this officer 
off the street immediately." 
Supervising officers were sent 
to make a felony arrest, but he 
struggled with them when they 
arrived, first putting up a 
physical fight, then firing his 
gun but hitting no one, 
Macagni said. "He chose to 
resist, he drew his weapon, a 

fight ensued, he fired his 
weapon," the chief said. Sev-
eral officers came to help the 
police making the arrest, and 
one of them shot the sus-
pected officer in the chest 
once, Macagni said. Detec-
tives had begun investigating 
the alleged relationship on 
Thursday night, and minutes 
before the shooting had con-
firmed that an "inappropriate" 
and "very explicit" relationship 
had been going on, Macagni 
said. He said he could not 
give details because of the 
sensitivity of the investigation, 
but "there was some witness 
intimidation involved" and the 
arrest couldn't wait for a more 
proper time or place. "The 
information that we had in 
hand demanded that we not 
let him leave that scene, get in 
a car, drive somewhere, it 
would put the public at risk," 
Macagni said at the news con-
ference. "We just did not know 

 Police Officer Shot, Killed By Fellow Officer Trying To Arrest Him  

http://www.ctpost.com/policereports/article/Man-charged-in-gruesome-ax-murder-2685485.php
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/Man-Accused-of-Cannibalizing-Victim-Caught-in-Florida--138063398-138063413.html
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/Man-Accused-of-Cannibalizing-Victim-Caught-in-Florida--138063398-138063413.html
http://www.connecticutpost.com/policereports/article/Man-charged-in-gruesome-ax-murder-2685485.php
http://www.connecticutpost.com/policereports/article/Man-charged-in-gruesome-ax-murder-2685485.php
http://www.connecticutpost.com/policereports/article/Man-charged-in-gruesome-ax-murder-2685485.php
http://www.connecticutpost.com/policereports/article/Man-charged-in-gruesome-ax-murder-2685485.php
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ficking and organized crime 
charges. The U.S. indict-
ment says Arellano Felix 
was the principal organizer 
and top leader of the 
Arellano Felix cartel going 
back to 1986, and that the 
cartel tortured and killed 
rivals in the United States 
and Mexico as it smuggled 
tons of Mexican marijuana 
and Colombian cocaine. The 
cartel, which was known to 
dissolve the bodies of its 
enemies in vats of lye, be-
gan to lose influence along 
California's border with Mex-
ico after Arellano Felix was 
arrested in 2002. A month 
earlier, his brother, Ramon, 
called the cartel's top en-
forcer, died in a shootout 
with Mexican authorities 

Mexican drug cartel kingpin 
Benjamin Arellano Felix will 
plead guilty to unspecified 
charges, the U.S. attorney's 

office in San Diego said 
Wednesday. Spokeswoman 
Debra Hartman said she could 
not elaborate in advance of 

the filing. Arellano Felix is 
expected in federal court 
Wednesday afternoon. 
Arellano Felix headed a once-
mighty cartel that came to 
power in Tijuana, Mexico, in 
the late 1980s. He had been 
under indictment in the U.S. 
since 2003 and is one of the 
highest-profile kingpins to face 
prosecution in the United 
States. Defence attorney An-
thony Colombo did not imme-
diately respond to a phone call 
seeking comment. Arellano 
Felix was extradited from 
Mexico in April 2011 to face 
drug, money-laundering and 
racketeering charges. Arellano 
Felix was incarcerated in Mex-
ico since his 2002 arrest and 
was sentenced in 2007 to 22 
years in prison on drug traf-

 Mexican Drug Kingpin To Plead Guilty  

Angeles police homicide 
investigators have begun 
checking recent missing-
person reports for leads on 
the identity of the man 
whose head was found, Win-
ter said. The two people who 
reported finding the head 
told park rangers they were 
walking about nine dogs in 
the Bronson Canyon area of 
the park around 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday when two of the 
dogs started playing with an 
object in a plastic grocery 
bag, police told CNN. The 
rangers in turn notified rob-
bery and homicide detec-
tives, who are handling the 
investigation. 

Searchers found two hands 
and two feet Wednesday 
near the famous "Hollywood" 
sign, the same area where 
police said a severed head 
was discovered earlier. A 
cadaver dog found part of a 
human hand Wednesday 
morning about 50 yards from 
where a severed head was 
discovered in a Hollywood 

Hills park on 
Tuesday, 
police said. 
Another 
hand was 
located later 
in the after-
noon, and 
two feet were 
found 
Wednesday 
evening, Los 
Angeles Po-
lice Officer 
Cleon Jo-
seph said. 
"We're hop-

ing that we can find more re-
mains," Los Angeles Police 
Cmdr. Andrew Smith said. 
The head, found Tuesday by 
two people walking dogs 
along a dirt trail, is that of a 
man between 40 and 60 years 
old, with salt-and-pepper-
colored hair, Los Angeles 
County Deputy Chief Coroner 
Ed Winter said Wednesday. 

Investigators "have every rea-
son to believe" the hands and 
head belonged to the same 
person, Smith said. It is possi-
ble an animal may have 
dragged the body parts from 
where they were initially 
placed, Smith said. Investiga-
tors suspect they had been in 
the park for about two days. 
The body parts were found in 
brush off a secondary trail, 
about a half-mile from the park 
entrance, Smith said. At least 
30 Los Angeles police officers, 
a dozen coroner's investiga-
tors, a SWAT team trained in 
climbing skills and mounted 
officers were searching a 
seven-acre section of Bronson 
Canyon, next to Griffith Park, 
Smith said. The search effort 
in the area's steep terrain was 
suspended late Wednesday 
afternoon because of failing 
light, but searchers will re-
sume work after daylight 
Thursday, police said. Los 

 Severed Head, Body Parts Found Near 'Hollywood' Sign, Police Say 
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with six months to go, a suc-
cessful dummy device is not 
the problem one might think 
it to be. The whole point of 
such tests is to expose vul-
nerabilities, she said. "The 
key thing is that they are 
putting this real ring of steel 
around the Olympic sites," 
she said. The terror threat is 
the biggest security worry for 
the London Olympics, which 
take place July 27 through 
Aug. 12. Security has been 
an intricate part of the 
games since an attack at the 
1972 Olympics in Munich 
killed 11 Israeli athletes and 
coaches. London itself has 
not been immune from terror 
attacks, four suicide bomb-
ers killed 52 commuters in 
2005 when they targeted the 
city's transit network 

U.K. police managed to 
smuggle a fake bomb into 
Olympic Park in a security 
test, overshadowing a spe-
cial U.K. Cabinet meeting 
held at the park Monday 
marking 200 days until the 
Summer Games begin. The 
Olympic Delivery Authority 
declined to comment directly 

on whether a fake bomb was 
involved in last year's failed 
test, but said "testing is stan-
dard practice" in all major se-
curity operations. "Such tests 
have a key role in developing 
our capability to ensure that 
London 2012 is safe and se-
cure and that we are best pre-
pared to detect potential 

threats before and during the 
Games," the statement said 
Sunday. "Members of the pub-
lic with tickets should be reas-
sured that such exercises are 
being staged to ensure their 
safety, our number one prior-
ity." Olympic security experts 
downplayed the significance 
of the test, arguing that such 
tests are routine and con-
ducted by experts trained at 
exposing vulnerabilities. Peter 
Fussey, author of "Securing 
and Sustaining the Olympic 
City," which looks at the Lon-
don 2012 games, said the 
only thing that was unusual 
was that the public heard 
about it. "You can't make 
something completely terrorist
-proof," he said. "There's al-
ways going to be some risk." 
Margaret Gilmore, a senior 
research fellow at the Royal 
United Services Institute, said 

 Police Smuggle Bomb Onto Olympic Site  

you'll see the bubbles take a 
little bit of time to dissipate." 
GHB is a central nervous 
system depressant which 
can be odorless, colorless, 
and tasteless and is fre-
quently combined with alco-
hol and other beverages, 
making it almost impossible 
for the victim to detect. 
"Drugs are prevalent in any 
community. Drugs, specifi-
cally chemical or synthetic 
drugs that are made in these 
labs with no quality control 
are extremely dangerous," 
adds Clark. "There are poi-
sonings and even deaths 
that have occurred from the 
consumption of these drugs. 
When you can seize some-
thing of this quantity and this 
magnitude, it has a huge 
affect. 

Kelowna RCMP have taken 
more than $100,000 worth of 
drugs off the street. Included 
in what Cst. Kris Clark terms 
a 'significant' bust was 23.5 
litres of GHB 
(Gamma Hydroxybutyrate) 
also known as the "date 
rape" drug. The GHB had a 

street value of nearly 
$95,000. Police 
seized the drugs 
during a raid on a 
home on Kinnear 
Avenue Thursday. 
Also seized was 
more than $12,000 
in US and Cdn. 
cash, 380 grams of 
magic mushrooms, 
180 grams of MDMA 
powder, 16 LSD 
tablets and 20 ec-
stasy tablets. Three 

Kelowna men, all in their late 
20s, were also arrested. They 
face charges of Possession of 
a Controlled Substance for the 
Purpose of Trafficking.  These 
drugs are commonly known as 
"club drugs," that tend to be 
abused by teens and young 
adults at bars, nightclubs, 

concerts, and parties. Coma 
and seizures can occur follow-
ing the use of GHB and ec-
stasy.  On top of that, GHB 
has been used to commit sex-
ual assaults due to its ability to 
sedate and incapacitate un-
suspecting victims, preventing 
them from resisting the as-
sault. The use of these drugs 
have also resulted in poison-
ings, overdoses, date rapes, 
and death. Clark says GHB is 
typically sold in 5ml 'shot' 
sizes which go for $20 each. 
They are usually wholesaled 
in 500ml water bottles for be-
tween $100 and $150. "It 
looks just like water but it's 
actually a little bit thicker," 
says Clark in describing GHB. 
"In its resting state it looks just 
like water. You would never 
know. If you give it a shake 
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