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Ambush Began With Death Of  Officer  

hoping it was a false 
alarm," he said. "Then 
there were reports of two 
people dead, and the 
second person shot was 
in the parking lot where I 
usually park to go to 
school, so it was kind of 
surreal." 

A gunman killed a police 
officer in a Virginia Tech 
parking lot and was 
found dead nearby 
Thursday in an attack 
that sent fear through the 
campus nearly five years 
after it was the scene of 
the deadliest shooting 
rampage in modern U.S. 
history. The school 
locked down for hours 
and warned students and 
faculty members via 
email and text message 
to stay indoors.  The 
shootings came as uni-
versity officials were in 
Washington appealing a 
fine that U.S. officials 
gave them over the 
school's response to the 
2007 rampage. "Today, 
tragedy again struck Vir-
ginia Tech," said univer-
sity president Charles 
Steger. "Our hearts are 
broken again." The police 
officer was killed after 
pulling a driver over in a 
traffic stop. The gunman, 
who was not involved in 
the traffic stop, walked 
into the parking lot and 
shot the officer, Sgt. 
Robert Carpentieri said. 
Police wouldn't talk about 
a motive. A law enforce-
ment official who spoke 
on the condition of ano-
nymity confirmed the 

gunman 
was dead, 
but would-
n't say 
how. It 
appeared 
the gun-
man died 
in another 
school 
parking 
lot, where 

officials said a man was 
found dead with a gun 
nearby. While police at a 
news conference wouldn't 
confirm the second body 
was the gunman, Carpenti-
eri said "you can kind of 
read between the lines." 
The campus swarmed with 
heavily armed police during 
the lockdown and manhunt. 
Students hid in buildings, a 
day before final exams 
were to begin Friday. "A lot 
of people, especially toward 
the beginning were scared," 
said Jared Brumfield, a 19-
year-old freshman. "It's 
crazy that someone would 
go and do something like 
that with all the stuff that 
happened in 2007," said 
Corey Smith, a 19-year-old 
sophomore. Campus was 
quieter than usual because 
classes ended Wednesday. 
The school said exams that 
were to start Friday would 
be postponed. The shoot-
ing came as Virginia Tech 
was appealing a $55,000 
fine by the U.S. Education 
Department in connection 
with the university's re-
sponse to the 2007 shoot-
ings. The department said 
the school violated the law 
by waiting more than two 
hours after two students 
were shot to death in their 
dorm before sending an 

email warning. By 
then, student gunman 
Seung-Hui Cho was 
chaining shut the doors 
to a classroom building 
where he killed 30 
more people and then 
himself. The depart-
ment said the email 
was too vague be-
cause it mentioned 
only a "shooting inci-
dent," not the deaths. 
An administrative 
judge ended the hear-
ing by asking each 
side to submit a brief 
by the end of January. 
It is unclear when he 
will rule. Since the 
massacre, the school 
has overhauled its alert 
system and now sends 
text messages, emails, 
tweets and posts mes-
sages on its website. 
Other colleges and 
universities have put in 
place similar systems. 
On Thursday, during 
about a one-hour pe-
riod, the university 
issued four separate 
alerts. Derek O'Dell, a 
third-year student who 
was wounded in the 
2007 shootings, was 
shaken. He was moni-
toring the situation 
from his home a cou-
ple of miles from cam-
pus. "At first I was just 
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have seized about euro2 billion 
($2.7 billion) worth of assets 
allegedly illegally gained by its 
members over the last few 
years.  Last year, another top 
Casalesi lieutenant, Antonio 
Iovine, nicknamed "'o 
ninno'" (dialect for "the baby") 
for his youthful looks, was ar-
rested in a major strike against 
the Casalesi. His arrest left 
Zagaria as the last big fugitive 
lieutenant of the charismatic 
convicted Camorra boss Fran-
cesco Schiavone.  Nicknamed 
Sandokan after the hero of a 
series of pirate adventure 
books in Italy, Schiavone is 
believed to still control the 
Casalesi clan from behind 
bars.  In one of their bloodiest 
strikes, Casalesi gunmen 
gunned down six African immi-
grants in one swoop as they 
chatted on a town street in 
what police said was a warning 
to other Africans to stay away 
from drug trafficking in the 
area. 
 

Police arrested one Italy's top 
most-wanted fugitive mobsters 
arresting the last major boss 
of one of Italy's bloodiest ma-
fia clans on Wednesday. 
Michele Zagaria is wanted for 
murder, extortion, kidnapping, 
mafia association and other 
crimes. Michele Zagaria was 
found in an underground bun-

ker in Casapesenna, in his 
hometown province of Caserta 
in southern Italy, the head-
quarters of the Casalesi clan 
of the Neapolitan Camorra. 
Anti-mafia prosecutor Piero 
Grasso said it was likely Za-
garia had spent his years as a 
fugitive nearby since mob 
bosses "can only exercise 

their power if they're in an 
environment that protects 
them."  "This was the night-
mare: We knew he was there, 
but it was tough to find him, 
tough to get him out," he told 
Sky TG24. "Finally we did."  
Police had located the bunker 
some time ago and were dig-
ging around it. Zagaria was 
watching their progress on 
closed-circuit TVs and gave 
up without a fight after police 
cut off the electricity that was 
pumping fresh air into the bun-
ker, news reports said.  "The 
government won," he told 
police, the ANSA news 
agency reported. "It's over."  
Investigators contend the 
Casalesi family runs a lucra-
tive illegal business in trans-
porting and disposing of toxic 
waste, a murky world explored 
in the book and film 
"Gomorrah." Other money-
makers for the crime clan are 
rackets, extortion, drug traf-
ficking, smuggling of illegal 
migrants and arms.  Police 

One Of Italyõs Most-Wanted Fugitive Mobsters, Captured 

Quebec Police Officer Hit By Truck Dies 

was interviewed by police at a 
nearby station. Ruel said nei-
ther alcohol and speeding 
were factors and police are 
treating the incident as an 
accident. Roy leaves behind 
two children, aged 8 and 10. 
The former RCMP officer had 
been working in Bromont for 
several months, police said. 
Police and officials with the 
province's workplace health 
and safety board were on the 
scene investigating Thursday 
afternoon. All 20 officers in 
the Bromont police force are 
being treated for shock and 
will not work for at least 24 
hours. Provincial police will 
take over their shifts. 

A Bromont municipal police 
officer has died after he 
was hit by a truck on the 

side of a road Thursday, Que-
bec provincial police say. Vin-
cent Roy, 37, had just stopped 

a vehicle for a highway infrac-
tion and was out of his car on 
the side of the road when he 
was struck by a cube van. The 
accident happened at about 
11:30 a.m. ET on Highway 
139 near Adamsville, Que., in 
the Eastern Townships about 
100 kilometres southeast of 
Montreal. "He was giving back 
the driver's licence, registra-
tion and insurance papers," 
said Sûreté du Québec 
spokesman Louis-Philippe 
Ruel. "The truck left the road 
and went on to the shoulder 
and actually hit the patrol car 
first and afterwards hit the 
officer." The truck remained 
on the scene as police investi-
gated, and its female driver 



Page 3  VOLUME 4,   ISSUE  1 

taken into custody. Both had 
non-life-threatening injuries, 
but police aren't saying if they 
had been shot. "I'm not given 
those circumstances because 
it's part of the investigation 
itself. But I'm told it's non-life-
threatening," Taniguchi said. 
Police have not released any 
details about the man and the 
woman who were taken into 
custody. Taniguchi said there 
was no one else in the home, 
which he said was a farm 
house. RCMP said their seri-
ous crimes unit is conducting 
the criminal investigation, while 
Alberta's Serious Incident Re-
sponse Team has been 
brought in to investigate the 
police actions during the shoot-
out. Taniguchi said one of the 
officers, who is a 10-year 
member of the force, received 
"superficial" injuries. The inju-
ries of the other officer, who 
has 30 years of service, were 
"more serious." He wouldn't 
comment on the circumstances 
of the gunfire exchange. 
"Those circumstances will be 
part of (the investigation). So it 
would be inappropriate for me 
to speak specifically about 
that," Taniguchi said. 

Two Alberta Mounties were 
shot and wounded early 
Sunday morning during a 
standoff at a rural home near 
a community southwest of 
Edmonton that lasted more 
than 15 hours. RCMP Sgt. 
Tim Taniguchi says the offi-
cers were part of an emer-
gency response team that 
surrounded a home Satur-
day evening about 18 kilo-
metres west of Breton, Alta., 
following a report that a 35-
year-old man had been 

wounded from a gunshot. The 
injured man was taken away 
to hospital, and police say 
extra resources, including a 
police helicopter and an ar-
moured vehicle from the Ed-
monton Police Service, were 
brought to the scene. Tanigu-
chi said nearby homes were 
evacuated as a precaution 
and negotiations between 
police and people who were 
inside the home continued. 
But the situation deteriorated 
early Sunday. "At approxi-

mately 3:30 a.m. this morning, 
an incident occurred where 
there was an exchange of 
gunfire between police and 
unknown individuals from the 
residence," Taniguchi said. 
"As a result, two RCMP emer-
gency response team mem-
bers were shot and injured." 
Both were flown to hospital in 
Edmonton with non-life-
threatening injuries, Taniguchi 
said. Several hours later, po-
lice say a man and a woman 
from inside the home were 

2 Alberta Mounties Wounded In Standoff 

Convicted For Filming Rapes As Porn 

Two Florida men are facing 
potential life prison sen-
tences after they were con-
victed of filming rapes of 
women for sale as pornogra-
phy. A federal jury in Miami 
convicted 40-year-old Lavont 
Flanders Jr. and 45-year-old 
Emerson Callum of multiple 
sex-related and conspiracy 
charges Wednesday. 
They're scheduled to be 
sentenced in February. 
Prosecutors say the two 
lured women to Miami with 

false promises of work as 
models. At auditions the 
women were given drinks 
laced with so-called date rape 
drugs. One of the men then 
had sex with the women while 
the other filmed it. The film 
was then sold to pornography 
websites and stores around 
the country. Flanders posed 
as a female model when con-
tacting the women over the 
phone about the purported 
Miami auditions. 

http://www.castanet.net/news/Canada/68124/2-Alberta-Mounties-wounded-in-standoff
http://www.castanet.net/news/World/68304/Convicted-for-filming-rapes-as-porn
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lic. Meanwhile, a handheld 
fingerprint identification sys-
tem saves police a drive back 
to the station when potential 
suspects don't have proper 
identification. Funding for the 
new technology is expected to 
be the biggest hurdle, and 
some local organizations have 
already started to pitch in. The 
Mid-Valley Community Police 
Council, a nonprofit commu-
nity service organization, is 
raising money to buy a license
-plate reader for the Van Nuys 
Division. Police Commissioner 
Alan Skobin, a reserve deputy 
sheriff, said the Smart Cars 
are expensive but an essential 
tool in the future of policing. 
``Funding is critical, but when 
you have too few police offi-
cers, technology is not a lux-
ury, it's a necessity,'' he said. 
Sgt. Mike Zaboski of the Val-
ley Traffic Division said the 
new gadgets benefit the de-
partment, but like cell phones, 
the Internet and other techno-
logical advances, they can 
also complicate lives. ``On the 
one hand, it's going to help the 
officers do their job more effi-
ciently,'' Zaboski said. ``On the 
other hand, it's more sys-
tems and maintain and oper-
ate. It kind of changes the 
focus of police work.'' 

By 2021, the bad guys might 
be a lot smarter than they are 
today. But so will the police 
cars. Imagine a patrol car that 
scans hundreds of license 
plates an hour, fires Global 
Positioning System trackers 
on get-away cars and comes 
fully loaded with facial-
recognition software and a 
mobile fingerprint identifier.  
While only one such car is 
now in the police garage at 
Parker Center headquarters, 
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment brass hope that by 2021 
every patrol officer will be 
sitting behind the wheel of 
one of these specially souped 
up police cars -- known as the 
Smart Car. ``The officers ab-
solutely love it,'' said Sgt. Dan 
Gomez of the LAPD's Tactical 
Technology Unit. ``Whenever 
I take it to any of our divi-
sions, the No. 1 question is: 
`When am I getting one?' or 

`Can I borrow yours?''' Costs 
will delay a rollout to the en-
tire force -- the license-plate 
scanner alone is worth 
$20,000 -- but the department 
plans to introduce bits of the 
new technology as early as 
this year. Among the gizmos, 
the car has a digital in-car 
audio-video recorder, bullet-
resistant doors, removable 
laptop computers and tech-
nology that allows live moni-
toring from surveillance cam-
eras to be viewed on the lap-
top's screen. The laptops also 
allow for the first-time officers 
in the department's 1,500 
patrol cars to file reports while 
in the field. Every division will 
be equipped with some li-
cense-plate recognition cam-
eras, and 300 squad cars will 
be outfitted with audio-video 
recorders by July.  Officer 
Jesus Zaragoza of the West 
Valley Division has tested the 

license-plate system and said 
he and his partner impounded 
11 stolen cars during one 
outing. In seven months, the 
technology has helped the 
LAPD recover more than 200 
parked stolen vehicles and an 
additional 50 vehicles that 
were being driven. ``Every 
time I've used it, I impound a 
vehicle,'' Zaragoza said. 
Cameras on the car's roof 
scan vehicle plates, process-
ing about 8,000 plates 
through criminal databases in 
an average 10-hour shift. By 
contrast, a single officer can 
run about 100 license plates 
manually in that time. In Los 
Angeles, where grand theft 
outnumbers homicides 50-1, 
the technology is especially 
valuable in alerting patrol 
officers to cars wanted in 
connection with crimes, in-
cluding warrants and Amber 
Alerts`` The car is designed 
to be a force multiplier'' Go-
mez said. ``Our officers can 
do more with their time, by 
doing less. We want the bad 
guys to know what we're do-
ing.'' The Smart Car also has 
a front-bumper device that 
shoots and sticks a GPS 
tracker -- about the size of a 
cigarette box -- onto fleeing 
cars. Officers can then track 
the car without having to en-
gage in a high-speed pursuit 
that could endanger the pub-

Futuristic Gadgets Arm LAPD Police `Smart Car'  

'Frosty The Snowman' Cools Off  In Cuffs 

.Who says "Frosty the Snow-
man" has to be jolly? A man 
in a "Frosty the Snowman" 
costume was arrested Satur-
day during the annual Christ-
mas parade in Chestertown, 
on Maryland's Eastern 
Shore. He's accused of scuf-
fling with police and kicking 
at a police dog. Sgt. John A. 

Dolgos tells The Star Democ-
rat of Easton that 52-year-old 
Kevin Michael Walsh became 
agitated when a dog-handling 
officer tried to escort him away 
from the crowd. Walsh told 
The Associated Press that he 
has dressed as Frosty in the 
parade for at least 10 years. 
He says he did nothing wrong 

and was wrongfully arrested. 
He says an officer hassled 
him after he made a joke 
about the police dog's pres-
ence at the parade. Walsh 
was released on personal 
recognizance. 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/complicate
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/force+multiplier
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/endanger
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commend Officer Estrada, 
who had the presence of 
mind to focus on the man 
with the gun, and the cour-
age to chase him down and 
capture him," Kelly said. The 
two had been partners for 
three years, since Figoski 
switched to the midnight 
shift. Both have spent their 
entire careers in the 75th 
Precinct. Estrada is also 
decorated and has 15 years 
on the job. Police found a 
silver, semi-automatic pistol 
under a parked car near 
where Pride was arrested. 
There was one round dis-
charged from the weapon, 
and the shell casing had 
jammed inside the gun. Kelly 
said the gun had 10 other 
live grounds. Police found a 
second gun stashed inside a 
filthy microwave at the apart-
ment. All the suspects were 
caught by Tuesday The al-
leged gunman, Lamont 

Pride, appeared in court 
while being shackled and 
didnôt speak as he faced the 
first-degree murder 
charge.  His co-defendants ï
  Kevin Santos, Ariel Tejada, 
Nelson Moralez and Michael 
Velez, who were all located 
and arrested before 9 a.m. 
Tuesday ð are facing sec-
ond-degree murder charges. 

A 22-year veteran police 
officer responding to a break-
in Monday morning was shot 
in the face and killed by one 
of the suspects hiding inside 
the Brooklyn apartment when 
officers arrived, police offi-
cials said. Officer Peter 
Figoski, who could have re-
tired two years ago with a full 
pension, was pronounced 
dead at 7:17 a.m. at a hospi-
tal just hours after the shoot-
ing, authorities said. Lamont 
Pride, 27, was arrested and 
faces murder charges. There 
was no answer to calls at a 
Greensboro, N.C., address 
where he said he lived, and 
no phone listed for a Brook-

lyn home. It's not clear when 
he would be arraigned, and 
there was no information on 
whether he had an attorney. A 
second suspect was still being 
sought. Figoski had more than 
200 arrests in his career and 
had been awarded 12 medals, 
including 8 for exceptional 
police duty. He was part of a 
backup team of officers who 
responded to a report of a 
break-in at the basement 
apartment in the East New 
York section of Brooklyn, Po-
lice Commissioner Raymond 
Kelly said. The owner of the 
two-story, who lives on the 
first and second floors and 
rents out the barely-finished 

basement apart-
ment, called 911 
at about 2:15 
a.m. The two 
suspects had 
tried to flee 
through the back 
of the long, nar-
row apartment, 
but they couldn't 
find a way out 

and were hiding in a side 
room full of tools as officers 
walked past them and started 
to interview the tenant and a 
neighbor. They 
were trying to 
escape through 
the front when 
they ran into 
Figoski, police 
said. He was 
shot once at so 
close a range 
his gold collar 
insignia flew off. 
A handprint, 
possibly the 
suspects, was 
found in a pool 
of blood. 
Figoski's partner, Glenn 
Estrada, was struggling with 
the second suspect in front of 
the house when he heard the 
shot and saw the shooter take 
off. Estrada chased after him 
for blocks before he tackled 
the murder suspect , Lamont 
Pride. Estrada was treated for 
a shoulder injury sustained 
during the struggle. "I want to 

NYPD Officer Shot, Killed At Scene Of  Break - Police Officers                

Applaud His Partner As A Hero For Capturing The Suspect 
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              Over the next few issues we will be talking about the                                                             
              Cartels behind Mexico's drug war  
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    MEXICO'S NOTORIOUS DRUG CARTELS   

 

Although a specific 
drug cartel has not 
as yet been impli-
cated in the recent 
arson attack on a 
Monterrey casino 
that killed 52 peo-
ple, many observ-
ers suspect the 
incident is a prod-
uct of the bloody 
turf wars and extor-
tion rackets involv-
ing Mexico's notori-
ous drug cartels. 
The ruthless battles 
among competing 

cartels and between the cartels and the government forces trying to take them down have 
claimed at least 40,000 lives since 2006, the year that Mexico's president, Felipe Calderon, 
launched a crackdown against the cartels that many say has only increased the violence. In 
2010 alone, the bloodiest year to date, more than 15,000 people were killed in drug-related 
violence. Although there are many areas of Mexico where cartels are not active, in the states 
and cities they do control, their reach is vast. They not only employ local gangs as enforcers but 
exert control over police, the military and politicians. Mayors, governors, journalists and police 
officers have all fallen victim to the cartels' particularly brutal brand of intimidation and violence. 
What's more, the cartels have branched out from drug trafficking in recent years and are in-
volved in numerous other criminal enterprises, including kidnapping, counterfeiting, human-
smuggling and business extortion of the kind authorities suspect may have been behind the 
attack at the Monterrey casino, which had been hit twice before the Aug. 26 incident. With a 
presidential election on the horizon in 2012, the pressure is on Calderon to curb the violence 
and rethink the strategy he set in motion in 2006. Back then, the president set about disman-
tling the local police forces he felt had been corrupted by the cartels and brought in tens of 
thousands of his own federal troops and police to pursue the drug lords. Some say this only led 
to more violence, as the cartels were now fighting not only each other but federal forces as well, 
and more and more civilians were getting caught in the crossfire. Calderon has also been criti-
cized for his tactic of going after the high-profile heads of the cartels, which often provokes vio-
lent power struggles within the organizations that breeds more killing and violence. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/08/27/mexico-arson-attack-response.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/08/27/mexico-arson-attack-response.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2011/08/27/mexico-arson-attack-response.html
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and bought some cheap 
homemade booze for about 
10 rupees (20 cents) a half 
litre, less than one-third the 
price of legal alcohol. The 
men were drinking along the 
roadside near the railway 
station, when they began 
vomiting, suffering piercing 
headaches and frothing at 
the mouth, Nigam said. Ar-
man Seikh, 23-years-old, 
rushed his brother-in-law to 
the hospital. "He complained 
of burning chest and severe 
stomach pain last night," he 
told The Associated Press. 
Furious villagers ransacked 
the illegal alcohol shops. 
Cheap bootleg liquor kills 
dozens of people every year 
in India. In 2009, at least 112 
people died from a toxic 
brew in western India  

A tainted batch of bootleg 
liquor killed at least 80 people 
and sent dozens more to the 
hospital in villages outside the 
eastern Indian city of Kolkata, 
officials said. Day laborers 
and other poor workers began 
falling ill late Tuesday after 

drinking the brew that was 
laced with the toxic methanol 
around the village of San-
grampur, about 30 kilometres 
(20 miles) south of Kolkata, 
according to district magistrate 
Narayan Swarup Nigam. Po-
lice arrested four people in 

connection with making and 
distributing the toxic booze, 
said police official Surajit Kar 
Purkayastha. By Thursday 
morning the death toll had 
skyrocketed to at least 80, and 
74 remained hospitalized, 
Nigam said. Mamata Baner-
jee, chief minister of the state 
of West Bengal, promised a 
crackdown. "I want to take 
strong action against those 
manufacturing and selling 
illegal liquor," she said, ac-
cording to Press Trust of In-
dia. "But this is a social prob-
lem also, and this has to be 
dealt with socially also along 
with action." The deaths came 
just days after more than 90 
people were killed in a hospi-
tal fire in nearby Kolkata that 
led to the arrest of the facility's 
directors for culpable homi-
cide. The latest tragedy began 
Tuesday night when groups of 
poor labourers finished work 

Bootleg Booze Kills 80  

of the incident shot by a by-
stander was beamed around 
the globe. Four officers face 
perjury charges in connection 
with the aftermath. And 
Mounties across the country 
have made headlines for al-
leged misdeeds, from breach 
of trust and theft to drunk driv-
ing and assault. "I think Cana-
dians expect that we'll make 
mistakes. And when we do, as 
long as they're sort of good-
hearted mistakes, people are 
patient," Paulson said. "Dark-
hearted behaviour has no 
place in police work. And Ca-
nadians are right to expect that 
the higher standard of conduct 
comes from their police offi-
cers. And so we're going to 
take some very simple but 
decisive steps in the first little 
while to try and get that back 
on track." 

The new RCMP boss says 
he'll root out "dark-hearted 
behaviour" in the national 
police force by swiftly firing 
clear wrong-doers and giving 
his senior officers the author-
ity to settle disputes without 
delay. RCMP Commissioner 

Bob Paulson told The Cana-
dian Press that lying, cheat-
ing, stealing, intentional use 
of excessive force and bla-
tant harassment will not be 
tolerated. "We're going to 
suspend people immediately. 
We're going to seek their 

dismissal through a formal 
process and we're going to 
suspend their pay," Paulson 
said in his first interview as top 
Mountie. "Those are all pow-
ers that are available to me 
now." The veteran officer, who 
assumed the high-profile job 
last week, says leadership 
and accountability within the 
RCMP are his immediate pri-
orities.He stepped into the 
post as long-simmering con-
cerns about harassment and 
bullying within the iconic po-
lice force boiled over, prompt-
ing an internal review and an 
investigation by the RCMP 
watchdog. The police force 
continues to feel reverbera-
tions from the case of a bewil-
dered Polish immigrant who 
died at the Vancouver airport 
after being zapped repeatedly 
with an RCMP Taser. A video 

RCMP Boss Has Zero Tolerance Policy 

http://www.castanet.net/news/Canada/68173/RCMP-boss-has-zero-tolerance-policy
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Four Dead In Alta. Murder-Suicide 

men. MacLean and Craswell 
were from Prince Edward 
Island -- baseball players and 
friends who played together 
on the Lethbridge Bulls, a 
collegiate summer baseball 
league operating in the Prairie 
provinces. MacLean was 
named rookie of the year and 
Craswell was an all-star 
shortstop. They were headed 
back to P.E.I. for the holidays, 
and on Thursday morning, 
were getting a ride to the air-
port from Stepple, according 
to friends. "The whole PEI 
community is saddened," said 
Baseball P.E.I. president Don 
Leclair, who watched the 
young men's short careers. "It 
takes a bit of the joy out of 
Christmas because how can 
you be rejoicing when others 
are so overwhelmed with 
grief?"  

Hours before he is alleged to 
have shot his ex-girlfriend, 
three others and himself on an 
Alberta highway, friends say 
Derek Jensen went "berserk" 
upon running into Tabitha 
Stepple on Wednesday eve-
ning. Jensen and Stepple -- 
who are said to have broken 
up a few months ago but were 
still living together -- crossed 
paths at a Lethbridge pub as 
she was out celebrating the 
birthday of 22-year-old Tanner 
Craswell, according to friends. 
Jensen pushed his ex-
girlfriend out of a chair and 
threatened her, according to 
Caitlin McFarland. "He saw 

her and lost it, lost his mind ... 
and he was like yelling," 
McFarland told CTV News. 
"Then we left, he was phoning 
her, phoning her, phoning her 
and said to her, 'This night's 
not going to end well for you. I 
hope you know that.'" By early 
Thursday morning Stepple, 
who was also in her early 20s, 
was dead alongside Craswell 
and Mitch Maclean, 20, on a 
stretch of highway in southern 
Alberta. Jensen was also 
dead, having reportedly turned 
his weapon on himself after 
the shooting spree that also 
wounded a fourth victim, 
Shayna Conway. "Friends say 

he was very controlling, al-
ways telling (Stepple) what to 
do," reported CTV's Alberta 
Bureau Chief Janet Dirks. 
Conway is being treated in a 
Calgary hospital and is ex-
pected to recover. She was 
interviewed on Friday by po-
lice for insight into the shock-
ing murder-suicide. Investiga-
tors have determined Jensen 
was searching for Tabitha 
Stepple early Thursday along 
Highway 2, south of Calgary, 
when he spotted her car 
stopped at a 7-Eleven store in 
Claresholm. Stepple and three 
friends in the car were making 
a quick pit-stop on their way 
from Lethbridge to the Calgary 
airport. When they got back 
on the road, Jensen continued 
to follow the car for another 
1.5 kilometers, then quickly 
rammed it from behind and 
opened fire on everyone in-
side. He next turned the 9-mm 
handgun on himself. Mounties 
found two more loaded guns 
in his vehicle, a shotgun and a 
rifle. They later discovered 
another rifle and some ammu-
nition at his home in 
Lethbridge.  Media reports say 
Jensen -- an avid hunter and 
skeet shooter -- was the gun-

Robocop was once pretty fa-
mous movies back in the nine-
ties, but it seems the future 
format for policemen chasing a 
criminal not necessary have to 
risk or sacrifice physical body. 
The Scarab Self-Driven Car is 
a concept that has the poten-
tial to reduce casualties, inju-
ries or any unwanted fatal acci-
dents during the chase of flee-
ing criminals. Designed by Carl 
Archambeault, Scarab Self-
Driven Car concept is totally 
self-driven, lightweight, com-

pact and designed to be zero 
emissions.  Scarab Self-
Driven Car concept would be 
a neat answer for risky police-
men tasks, involving gun fire 
or tasks that have high risk 
potentiality. This is the best 
answer for stopping careless 
drivers that fond of road racing 
or speeding on the high ways. 
Scarab Self-Driven Car is de-
signed with radar that will be 
triggered the moment it de-
tects speeding vehicle passing 
by. 

Future For Policemen Chasing Criminals ?  

http://www.castanet.net/news/Canada/68577/Four-dead-in-Alta-murder-suicide
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Though just a 

concept              
(for now), this 
gun-inspired 
Nokia phone 
concept may 

come in handy 
for military 

and law en-
forcement 
agencies. 

However, we 
would like to 
see a newer 
model inte-

grated into the 
device. We 
hope it does 
not go into 
production 

Talk About Shooting Your Mouth Off 

"What I really wanted to do 
was to meet the man, shake 
his hand and say what an in-
spiration he is," Bale was 
quoted as saying by CNN. 
Journalists and scores of Chi-
nese human rights activists 
have sought to visit Chen in 
the past, all unsuccessfully. 
Chen's case has also been 
raised publicly by U.S. con-
gressmen and diplomats, in-
cluding Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, all to 
no response from China. CNN 
said Bale first learned of Chen 
from news reports when he 
was in China filming "The 
Flowers of War," China's offi-
cial submission for best foreign 
language film Oscar. It said he 
"reached out to CNN and in-
vited us to join him on his jour-
ney to visit Chen." 

"Batman" star Christian Bale, 
in the midst of promoting a 
film he made in China that 
some critics have called 
propaganda, was stopped 
trying to visit a blind activist 
living under house arrest, 
with a CNN crew in tow. CNN 
posted footage of a scuffle 
between Bale and the activ-
ist's guards on its website 
Friday. The run-in and public-

ity is likely 
to cause 
discomfort 
in China's 
government
-backed 
film indus-
try, which 
hopes 
Bale's 
movie "The 
Flowers of 
War" will be 
a creative 

success at home and 
abroad. It also raises ques-
tions about whether it was 
prudent to bring the star to 
see an activist guarded by 
thugs who have turned away 
dozens of reporters and fel-
low activists trying to see him 
in the past. Bale was due to 
leave China on Friday and 
his representatives could not 
immediately be reached for 

comment. A CNN spokesman 
did not immediately respond 
to questions about the story, 
but said a statement would be 
forthcoming. Bale, who won a 
best supporting actor Oscar 
for last year's "The Fighter," 
travelled Thursday with a crew 
from CNN to the village in 
eastern China where blind 
lawyer Chen Guangcheng 
lives with his family in com-
plete isolation. They were 
stopped at the entrance to 
Dongshigu village in Shan-
dong province by unidentified 
men. The footage shows Bale 
asking to see Chen, with a 
CNN producer providing inter-
pretation, but being ordered 
by one of the guards to leave. 
He then asked why he was 
unable to pass through. The 
guards responded by trying to 
grab or punch a small video 
camera Bale was carrying. 

'Batman' Stopped By Chinese Security 

http://www.castanet.net/news/World/68598/Batman-stopped-by-Chinese-security
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not been immune to such 
violence. There was another 
deadly shooting Tuesday in 
Italy, where a man opened 
fire in an outdoor market in 
Florence, killing two vendors 
from Senegal and wounding 
three other Senegalese be-
fore killing himself, authori-
ties said. Investigators iden-
tified the attacker as 50-year
-old Gianluca Casseri, and 
RAI state TV said he was 
known to police for having 
participated in racist 
marches by an extreme right
-wing group. In Norway last 
July, far-right extremist An-
ders Behring Breivik went on 
a bomb and shooting spree 
that killed 77 people in Oslo 
and an island retreat, appar-
ently motivated by a hatred 
of Muslim immigrants and a 
deep grudge against the 
governing Labor Party. A 
psychiatric evaluation found 
him criminally insane, which 
if upheld by the courts 
means he would end up in 
compulsory psychiatric care 
instead of prison. A body of 
a woman was later found in 
the garage of the man, Nor-
dine Amrani, who lobbed 
hand grenades and fired 
weapons into crowds in the 
Belgian city of Liege, killing 
four people and wounding 
123, officials said Wednes-
day. Liege Prosecutor 
Daniele Reynders said the 
body of a woman in her for-
ties was discovered during a 
search of Nordine Amrani's 
property, and that she was 
killed before Tuesday's mur-
derous spree at Liege's main 
square. "It was a cleaning 
lady.  

Summoned for questioning by 
Belgian police, a man with a 
history of weapons and drug 
offenses left home armed with 
hand grenades, a revolver and 
an assault rifle. Stopping at a 
central square filled with holi-
day shoppers, he lobbed three 
grenades into the crowd, then 
opened fire. Four people were 
killed, including an 18-month-
old toddler, and 122 were 
wounded in the assault Tues-
day that brought tragedy to 
the pre-Christmas season of 
students reveling in exam 
results and preschoolers en-
chanted by brightly lit trees 
and holiday stalls. Authorities 
said the shooter also died, but 
they were at a loss to explain 
the reason for the onslaught. 
The prime minister said it was 
not related to terrorism. In a 
second burst of deadly vio-
lence in Western Europe on 
Tuesday - attacks rare for the 
continent - a man shot and 
killed two Senegalese vendors 
at a market in Italy. The mid-
day attack in the eastern Bel-
gian city of Liege sent hun-
dreds of panicked shoppers 
stampeding down the cobbled 
streets of the old city, fleeing 
explosions and bullets. Bel-
gian authorities identified the 
shooter as Nordine Amrani, a 
33-year-old Liege resident 
who had done jail time for 
offenses involving guns and 
drugs, and had been called in 
for questioning Tuesday in a 
sexual abuse case. Officials 
said Amrani left his home with 
a backpack, armed with hand 

grenades, a revolver 
and an FAL assault 
rifle. He walked alone 
to the busy Place Saint
-Lambert, the central 
entry point to down-
town shopping streets, 
then climbed onto an 
overpass that gave 
him an ideal view of 
the square, which was 
bedecked with a huge 

Christmas tree and crowded 
with shoppers. From there, 
Amrani lobbed three hand 
grenades toward a central bus 
stop, which serves 1,800 
buses a day, and opened fire. 
The explosions sent shards of 
glass from the bus shelter 
across a wide area. "I heard a 
loud boom," said Dimitri De-
gryse, who was driving near 
the square. "I thought it was 
something on my car that was 
broken or something. Then a 

few seconds after a second 
boom, and I saw all the glass 
breaking, I saw people run-
ning, screaming." Hundreds 
fled the square as well as a 
nearby Christmas market. 
Video showed people, includ-
ing a large group of preschool-
ers, rushing to seek cover, 
some still carrying shopping 
bags. Amrani died at the 
scene, but Liege Prosecutor 
Danielle Reynders told report-
ers he was not killed by police. 
It was unclear if he committed 
suicide or died by accident, 
though he still had a number 
of grenades with him. Those 
killed were two boys ages 15 
and 17, a 75-year-old woman, 

and an 
18-month
-old tod-
dler who 
died 
Tuesday 
evening 
in the 
hospital, 
Liege 
police 
said. As 
police hunted for possible 
accomplices, residents were 
ordered to stay in their homes 
or seek shelter in shops or 
public buildings. Sirens blared 
and a police chopper roared 
overhead, and a medical post 
was set up in the nearby 
courtyard of the Prince Bish-
ops courthouse. Dozens of 
emergency vehicles took vic-
tims away for treatment. Po-
lice closed off the area but 
found no accomplices, and 
calm returned a few hours 
later. The Place Saint-Lambert 
and the nearby Place du 
Marche host Liege's annual 
Christmas market, which fea-
tures 200 shops and attracts 
some 1.5 million visitors a 
year. A nearby Ferris wheel is 
also a central attraction. By 
dusk, with the Christmas lights 
gleaming again, King Albert II 
and Queen Paola came to pay 
their respects, as did Prime 
Minister Elio Di Rupo. Di Rupo 
stressed the attack was the 
act of a lone assailant, a man 
known to police who had no 
links to terrorism. "The whole 
country shares in the pain. 
This is an isolated case. This 
is not about terrorism," he 
said. Herman Van Rompuy, a 
former Belgian prime minister 
who is now president of the 
European Council, said he 
was badly shaken by the at-
tack. "There is no explanation 
whatsoever," Van Rompuy 
said. "It leaves me perplexed 
and shocked." While such 
attacks are unusual in West-
ern Europe, the continent has 

Attack In Belgian City Leaves 5 Dead, 122 Wounded 



stars Bryan Cranston, Bill 
Nighy, Kate Beckinsale, Jes-
sica Biel and John Cho. 

The futuristic police of Len 
Wiseman's upcoming re-
make of Total Recall have hit 

the streets of Comic-Con. The 
below vehicle has been set up 
across the street from the 

convention center, accompa-
nied by two apparently robotic 
law enforcement officers. Cur-
rently filming and scheduled 
for an August 3rd, 2012 re-
lease, Total Recall remakes 
the 1990 Paul Verhoeven ad-
aptation of the short Philip K. 
Dick story, "We Can Remem-
ber It For You Wholesale." 
The original starred Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as Douglas 
Quaid (to be played by Colin 
Farrell in this version), a man 
who, after buying implanted 
memories of a vacation, be-
gins to remember experiences 
tied to an elaborate conspir-
acy. Wiseman's version also 
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Long after he vanished in 
Iran, retired FBI agent Robert 
Levinson has reappeared in 
a video and a series of pho-
tographs sent to his family 
over the past year. The sur-
prising proof of life trans-
formed his mysterious disap-
pearance into a hostage 
standoff. The problem for 
Levinson's family is the U.S. 
has no idea who has him. In 
the 54-second video, sent in 
November 2010, Levinson 
pleaded for help and said he 

wasn't in good health. The 
Associated Press delayed 
reporting on the video be-
cause the U.S. government 
said it would jeopardize efforts 
to bring Levinson home. 
Those efforts have stalled, 
and his wife plans to release 
the video herself with a per-
sonal appeal to the kidnap-
pers. Levinson's family says 
he was in Iran as a private 
detective, investigating ciga-
rette smuggling 

Ex-FBI Agent Held Hostage For Years 

There are lots of trees, it's 
close to a lake and it's tucked 
away, almost in the middle of 
nowhere; it's an ideal prop-
erty for camping, getting 
back to nature a retreat or a 
grow operation - and it was. 
The 100 Mile House RCMP 
executed a search warrant 
on a rural residence near 
Abel Lake at 105 Mile House. 
The people running it had the 
grow business down to a fine 

art, the grow-barn was full of 
all the latest gadgets to im-
prove their 'bud'; from lights, 
to a feeding system, and it 
was all powered from huge 
generators with propane used 
as a supplemental energy 
source.  The estimated the 
street value of the seizure 
could exceed $2.7 million dol-
lars. RCMP investigators also 
seized over $1 million dollars 
in offence related property 

including four trucks, a back-
hoe and two very large com-
mercial diesel generators on 
triple axle trailers. A 35-year-
old man along with two 26-
year-olds, one from Vancou-
ver Island and two from the 
Lower Mainland, were ar-
rested on the scene. All three 
males will be facing charges 
related to the production of 
marihuana. 

Dopes Grow Million Dollar Business  

http://www.comingsoon.net/films.php?id=56016
http://www.comingsoon.net/films.php?id=56016
http://www.comingsoon.net/films.php?id=56016
http://www.castanet.net/news/World/68298/Ex-FBI-agent-held-hostage-for-years


C.R.A.B. Robot Will Revolutionize Future                                   

Police Force With Advance Robotics And AI 
While the most favorite super-
hero RoboCop needed a car to 
get to spot, C.R.A.B. robot is an 
all-in-one solution for the safety 
of future civilization featuring a 
superb combination of a patrol 
police officer, armed guard and 
a patrol police vehicle without 
the need of a driver. The key 
goal of the concept was to revo-
lutionize the nature of policing 
through artificial intelligence and 
advanced robotics. This spider 
like robot concept features six 
mechanical legs, making it able 
to over rough and uneven ter-
rains, and incorporates next-
generation armor protection and 
weaponry to ensure maximum 
efficiency of the future police 
force. Incorporating beneath the 
body enables the robot to adjust 
its height as and when required 
to have a visual over a barrier. 
The robot is going through its 
development process for last 12 
years conducted by mega-
corporation Omni Consumer 
Products and weapon Dalton/
Stanley which would be the first 
of robotics in the field of future 
defense system. 
 
Designer : Jamie Martin 

resident Joe Ahluwalia said he 
was going for a walk when he 
heard about the shooting. The 
76-year-old man, who has 
lived in the neighborhood for 
41 years, says authorities 
should crack down on crimi-
nals. "Something has to be 
done," he said. "You know the 
law has to be strict." In a sepa-
rate shooting Tuesday night, a 
man in his 30s was wounded 
while sitting in a Tim Horton's 
restaurant. The shooter man-
aged to get away and no ar-
rests have been made, al-
though police have a vague 
description of the male sus-
pect. 

A 38-year-old woman was 
shot dead Wednesday while 
sitting in a car with a toddler 
in the back seat, the second 
shooting in Vancouver in less 
than 24 hours. Const. 
Lindsey Houghton said the 
Vancouver resident and the 
child were in an SUV outside 
a home in a residential 
neighborhood when a sus-

pect or suspects fired multi-
ple shots at close range 
through the vehicle's window, 
striking the victim multiple 
times Wednesday afternoon. 
When police arrived on the 
scene, the victim's vehicle 
was parked but the engine 
was still running, said Hough-
ton. He said the boy, who is 
believed to be about three 
years old, was taken into 
care by social workers with 
the Ministry of Children and 
Family Development. "I could 
not begin to even fathom 
what this young boy is going 
through," said Houghton. 
"This is a horrible day for this 
young boy and his family." 

Houghton said police are now 
trying to contact the boy's 
father and the victim's next of 
kin. He said no arrests have 
been made and there are no 
descriptions of suspects, al-
though police are talking to 
several witnesses. While po-
lice believe the shooting was 
targeted, they don't think the 
attack was gang related, said 
Houghton. "This is something 
that has all the hallmarks of 
being very targeted and very 
directed as to whoever was 
sitting in that driver's seat," he 
said, adding that investigators 
believe the suspect or sus-
pects were in a vehicle when 
they fired on the victim. Local 

Mom Shot In Car, Child Safe In Back Seat 
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