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8 Policemen Shot Dead In Afghanistan

Eight policemen were
killed in an attack early
Wednesday near a
southern Afghan city, a
police commander said,
in an area that has been
a pioneer in the handover
of security from NATO to
Afghan control. Gen.
Nabi Jan Mullahkhail,
deputy regional com-
mander in the south, said
the deadly pre-dawn at-
tack targeted a check-
point near Lashkar Gah
in the southern Helmand
province, where the in-
surgency still has strong-
holds. Three policemen
were also wounded in the
attack. Mullahkhail said a
policeman who was man-
ning the checkpoint has
gone missing. Authorities
are investigating whether
he might have been in-
volved in the attack. A
day earlier, a suicide
bomber rammed an ex-
plosives-packed vehicle
into a police truck in the
same city, killing two

civilians. The Taliban
claimed responsibility for
that attack. Lashkar Gah
was one of five provincial
capitals chosen for the first-
round transition of security
from NATO to Afghan
hands this summer. The
process also included two
provinces. NATO hopes to
use the security zone
around Lashkar Gah and
the central Helmand River
Valley as a foothold to push
Afghan governance into
outlying areas as coalition
forces plans to withdraw
combat forces from the
country by the end of 2014.
Also in Helmand province,
Afghan and U.S.-led coali-
tion troops destroyed drugs
worth more than $350 mil-
lion and three drug labora-
tories in what is believed to
be Afghanistan's largest
drug seizure this past dec-
ade, NATO said Wednes-
day. The money from the
drugs was believed to be
bankrolling attacks on Af-
ghan and coalition forces.

Acting on intelligence,
the troops targeted an
area Helmand's
Baghran district on
Monday that was sus-
pected of being a
manufacturing site for
drugs and destroyed
more than 26,000
pounds (12,065 kilo-
grams) of chemicals
used to make drugs,
220 pounds (100 kilo-
grams) of heroin and
176 pounds (80 kilo-
grams) of opium. Af-
ghanistan produces
about 90 per cent of
the world's opium.
Separately, a New
Zealand special forces
soldier was shot in the
head and killed during
a gun battle with sus-
pected insurgents in a
compound near Af-
ghanistan's capital. Lt.
Gen. Rhys Jones, the
chief of New Zealand's
defense force, said the
soldier was part of a
team of 15 supporting

about 50 Afghan police
trying to serve arrest and
search warrants to a
group suspected of plan-
ning an attack in Kabul.
Jones said a man and a
child in the compound
were wounded during the
battle, which continued
for hours.
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Gunmen Seize Police Station, Kill 3

[

Gunmen disguised as police
officers seized control of a
police station in western Iraq
Monday morning, killing at
least three people and taking
dozens more hostages before
Iraqi forces swept in and
ended the standoff, Iraqi offi-
cials said. The three-hour hos-
tage crisis in western Iraqg's
Anbar province demonstrated
the vulnerability of the Iraqi

security forces at a time when
American troops are swiftly
drawing down their presence
after more than eight years of
war. Four insurgents wearing
police uniforms with explosive
vests underneath, armed with
grenades and pistols with si-
lencers, walked into the police
station in al-Baghdadi around
9 a.m., said Brig. Mohammed
al-Fahdawi of the Iraqgi Army's

7th Division in Anbar province.
Because the gunmen were
wearing police uniforms, they
were not searched, he said.
Three of the hostages died
along with all four of the gun-
men when Iraqi police
stormed the station to free an
estimated 40 people held in-
side, said al-Fahdawi, who co-
ordinated the rescue opera-
tion. Two of the insurgents
blew themselves up when the
Iraqi forces entered the build-
ing and the other two were
killed by security forces, he
said. Deputy governor of An-
bar province Dhari Arkan con-
firmed that the hostage stand-
off had ended, and said three
people were killed. The mayor
of the nearby town of Hit, Hik-
mat Juber, said many of the
hostages were government
officials working on the sec-
ond floor of the building. Just
as the hostage crisis was end-
ing, gunmen tried to attack
another police station about
ten miles (kilometers) away

Police Helicopter Hero Stops Rail Carnage

A HERO police helicopter
pilot averted disaster by
hovering in front of a

speeding train to stop it plow-
ing into a car abandoned on
the track. Kathryn Chapman,

51, flew backwards just 60ft
above the ground and flashed
her landing lights to alert the
train driver to the obstacle
ahead. He slowed the 60mph
passenger service and came
to a halt just 30 yards from
where frantic cops were just
heaving the car off the rails.
Ex-Navy pilot Kathryn, now a
police captain, said: "They
wouldn't have had time if we
hadn't slowed the train down. |
don't like to think what might
have happened." Mother-of-
two Kathryn was scrambled as
patrol cars chased a drugs
suspect in a Ford Mondeo just
after 2pm on Monday. He ca-
reered on to a level crossing
and then the line in Hull, East

but were repulsed, al-Fahdawi
said. Security forces killed two
insurgents and arrested an-
other three. Lt. Col. Moham-
med Ismail of the Anbar police
media office confirmed the
second incident but gave
slightly different details: two
insurgents blew themselves up
and a third was taken into cus-
tody, he said. Conflicting infor-
mation is common in the after-
math of such attacks. Anbar
province has been a hotbed of
Iraq's insurgency for years.
Sunni militants aligned with
terror groups such as al-Qaida
often attack the local police
and military, whom they see as
traitors and supporters of the
Shiite-led government. Under a
2008 agreement, all American
forces must leave Iraqg by the
end of this year, although U.S.
and Iraqi officials have been
discussing retaining a small
U.S. military presence into
2012.

Yorks, before leaving the car
as he tried to leg it. Kathryn,
who saw action in the first
Gulf War and Bosnia, said: "
heard officers were on the
line so | decided to make sure
they were safe. "l saw this
train approaching went down
to around 60ft and positioned
the helicopter in front. | had to
be low to make sure the
driver saw me. | flew back-
wards to remain ahead of
him. "My colleague leaned out
of the door waving his hands,
which also had an effect.”
Police chiefs said the crew
"prevented potential tragedy".
A man, aged 40, was arrested
at the scene.
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British police in riot gear
used sledgehammers and
crowbars Wednesday to
clear the way for the eviction
of Irish Travellers from a site
where they have lived ille-
gally for a decade. The po-
lice and bailiffs faced resis-
tance from several dozen
protesters who threw bricks
and struggled with officers at
the Dale Farm site, set in
fields 30 miles (50 kilome-
tres) east of London. One
mobile home was set on fire

as police moved in at dawn,
and several protesters
chained themselves to barri-
cades with bicycle locks to
slow down the evictions. Oth-
ers scaled a 40-foot (12-
meter) scaffolding tower, from
which police began removing
them one by one. By late
morning, police said they were
in control of the whole site and
bailiffs were preparing to be-
gin removing the Travelers'
mobile homes. The conflict
over Dale Farm has simmered
since 2001, when Travelers
bought and settled on a for-
mer scrap yard next to a legal
Travelers' site. The legal bat-
tle dragged on for years until
the Travelers lost a final ap-
peal last week. The local au-
thority says it's a simple plan-
ning issue ©UO
lack permission to pitch
homes on the land. The Trav-
elers, a traditionally nomadic
group similar to, but ethnically
distinct from, Gypsy or Roma
people, call it ethnic cleansing
©uo the |l atest
turies-old story of mistrust
between nomads and British
society. Essex Police said two
protesters were Tasered and

three people arrested
Wednesday after police offi-

cers were attacked with rocks,

other missiles and liquids in-
cluding urine. Residents and
supporters, however, said
police had used excessive
force. "I've been through a lot
of evictions, but I've never
seen anything like this ... they
have come in and started a
riot that we never wanted,"
said resident Kathleen

McCarthy, who accused police

of roughing up Travelers at

the site, injuring three women.

"We are being dragged out of
the only homes we have in
this world." Lily Hayes, who
identified herself as a human
rights observer, also accused
the police of using unneces-
sary force. The ambulance

t shreice Sal onfe wamian wae s

taken to a hospital with minor
back injuries. Five other peo-
ple were treated for smoke
inhalation, breathing difficul-

ties and a nosebleed. Authori-

ties said the violence was

Europe to the site. "The pre-
meditated and organized
scenes of violence that we
have already seen with pro-
testers throwing rocks and
bricks, threatening police with
iron bars and setting fire to a
caravan are shocking," said
Tony Ball, leader of Basildon
Council, the local authority. He
said while "no one takes any
satisfaction” in the police op-
eration, he was confident that
"after 10 years of negotiations
to try and find a peaceful solu-
tion to this, that what we are
doing is the right thing." There
are estimated to be between
15,000 and 30,000 Irish Trav-
elers in Britain, where they are
recognized as a distinct ethnic
minority. Traveler evictions are
common across Britain, but
few have been as high-profile
as Dale Farm. Oscar-winning
actress and political activist
Vanessa Redgrave came to
the community's support, and
the U.N. Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimi-

cchnaing hoe from fesiderds but e nnation urged authorities to find

from their
mix of anarchists, environ-
mentalists and anti-capitalists
who travelled from across

Psychic Gets Girl To Thieve With 'Curse’

A woman who claimed to be

a psychic persuaded a 12-
year-old girl to steal jewelry
from her family and throw it
into a cauldron to lift a curse
and appease evil spirits,
authorities said Friday.
Jackeline Lopez, 42, of
Palmdale was arrested last

month for investigation of ex-
tortion. She has since posted
bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in court on Oct. 18. Lo-
pez did not return a message
left on an answering machine
at her home. The girl, a class-
mate of Lopez's daughter,
stole more than $10,000 worth
of unique jewelry from her
home before her parents real-
ized something was going on
and questioned their children,
sheriff's Detective Luan Dang
said. "The girl was scared and
came out with the truth and

that's when we were called,"
Dang said. Three pieces of
the jewelry were recovered at
a pawn shop, and authorities
were looking for a man who
claimed some other pieces
from the shop, said Deputy
Aaron St. George. The girl
met four or five times with
Lopez in her garage filled with
the cauldron, candles, chalk
outlines, beads, dolls and rep-
licas of human skulls, authori-
ties said. "She had it set up
Hollywood-style," St. George
said. Dang said he couldn't

S u p p tapeaeefuland@pppriate

solution" to the crisis.

disclose if the curse involved
death, harm or bad luck, but
he did say it targeted the girl
and there was a deadline
involved. The girl was fright-
ened into stealing the jewelry
and isn't considered a sus-
pect, he said. Lopez, her hus-
band and three children live in
a middle-class neighborhood
in Palmdale, 100 kilometers
northwest of Los Angeles.
There were no signs visible
from the street advertising a
psychic or palm reader, St.
George said.


http://www.castanet.net/news/World/65710/Psychic-gets-girl-to-thieve-with-curse-
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US. Wants To Fence Canada's Border
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The United States is looking
at building fences along the
border with Canada to help
keep out terrorists and other
criminals. The U.S. Customs
and Border Protection agency
has proposed the use of
"fencing and other barriers"
on the 49th parallel to man-
age "trouble spots where pas-
sage of cross-border violators
is difficult to control." The
border service is also ponder-
ing options including a beefed
-up technological presence
through increased use of ra-
dar, sensors, cameras,
drones and vehicle scanners.
In addition, it might continue
to improve or expand cus-
toms facilities at ports of en-
try. The agency considered
but ruled out the possibility of
hiring "significantly more"
U.S. Border Patrol agents to
increase the rate of inspec-
tions, noting staffing has al-
ready risen in recent years.
The proposals are spelled out

Serial Killer Clifford Olson Is Dead

in a new draft report by the
border service that examines
the possible environmental
impact of the various options
over the next five to seven
years. Customs and Border
Protection is inviting comment
on the options and plans a
series of public meetings in
Washington and several U.S.
border communities next
month. It will then decide
which ideas to pursue. U.S.
Homeland Security Secretary
Janet Napolitano noted last
month the challenges of
monitoring the vast, sparsely
populated northern border
region. She stressed man-
power, but also a greater
reliance on technology. Ironi-
cally, the moves come as
Canada and the U.S. try to
finalize a perimeter security
arrangement that would focus
on continental defenses while
easing border congestion. It
would be aimed at speeding
passage of goods and people

Media reports say serial child
killer Clifford Olson has died.
Several media outlets are
attributing the information to
relatives of some of Olson's
victims. The parents of some
of Olson's victims said last
week that they had been told
the 71-year-old was dying of
cancer and likely wouldn't

across the Canada-U.S. bor-
der, which has become
something of a bottleneck
since the 9-11 terrorist at-
tacks. Relatively speaking,
Washington has focused
more energy and resources
on tightening security along
the border with Mexico than
at the sprawling one with
Canada. But that may be
changing. A U.S. Government
Accountability Office report
recently warned that only a
small portion of the border
with Canada is properly se-
cure. It said U.S. border offi-
cers control just 50 kilometers
of the 6,400-kilometre bound-
ary. The Customs and Border
Protection report says while
fences have been a big ele-
ment in deterring unauthor-
ized crossings of the U.S.-
Mexican border, "it is unlikely
that fencing will play as
prominent a role" on the
northern border, given its
length and terrain that varies
from prairie to forest. How-
ever, the agency would use
fencing and other barriers
such as trenches to control
movement and sometimes
delay people trying to sneak
across the border, increasing
the likelihood they could be
caught, says the report. It
doesn't provide details about
what the fences might look
like, but suggests they would
be designed to blend into the

live until the end of the month.
Olson pleaded guilty to 11
murders in 1982, bringing to
an end more than a year of
horror that gripped British Co-
lumbia as the young victims
disappeared. The case be-
came even more controversial
when days later, media re-
ports revealed police paid

environment and "complement
the natural landscape." The
approach would also involve
upgrading roadways and trails
near the border. "The lack of
roads or presence of unmain-
tained roads impedes efficient
surveillance operations,” says
the report. "Improving or ex-
panding the roadway and trail
networks could improve mobil-
ity, allowing agents to patrol
more miles each day and
shortening response times."
Over the last two years, the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security has already made
what it calls "critical security
improvements along the north-
ern border," adding inspectors
at the ports of entry and Bor-
der Patrol agents between
ports, as well as modernizing
land crossings. Nearly 3,800
Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers scrutinize people
and goods at crossings. The
number of Border Patrol
agents working between
crossings along the northern
parallel has increased 700 per
cent since Sept. 11, 2001.
And some three dozen land
ports of entry are being mod-
ernized. Unmanned U.S. air-
craft patrol about 1,500 kilo-
meters along the northern
border from Washington to
Minnesota as well as more
than 300 kilometers of the
Canadian border around New
York state and Lake Ontario.

Olson's wife $100,000 in ex-
change for leading officers to
the bodies. Sharon
Rosenfeldt, whose son Daryn
was one of the first victims,
has said Olson's death will
bring her some peace, but it
won't bring her son back.
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U.S. Federal prosecutors have
launched a crackdown on
some pot dispensaries in Cali-
fornia, warning the stores that
they must shut down in 45
days or face criminal charges
and confiscation of their prop-
erty even if they are operating
legally under the state's 15-
year-old medical marijuana
law. In an escalation of the
ongoing conflict between the
U.S. government and the na-
tion's burgeoning medical
marijuana industry, at least 16
pot shops or their landlords
received letters this week stat-
ing they are violating federal
drug laws, even though medi-
cal marijuana is legal in Cali-
fornia. The state's four U.S.
attorneys are scheduled to
announce a broader co-
ordinated crackdown at a Fri-
day news conference. Their
offices refused to confirm the
closure orders. The Associ-
ated Press obtained copies of
the letters that a prosecutor
sent to at least 12 San Diego
dispensaries. They state that
federal law "takes precedence

over state law and applies
regardless of the particular
uses for which a dispensary is
selling and distributing mari-
juana." "Under United States
law, a dispensary's operations
involving sales and distribution
of marijuana are illegal and
subject to criminal prosecution
and civil enforcement actions,"
letters signed by U.S. Attorney
Laura Duffy in San Diego
read. "Real and personal
property involved in such op-
erations are subject to seizure
by and forfeiture to the United
States ... regardless of the
purported purpose of the dis-
pensary." The move comes a
little more than two months
after the Obama administra-
tion toughened its stand on
medical marijuana following a
two-year period during which
federal officials had indicated
they would not move aggres-
sively against dispensaries in
compliance with laws in the 16
states where pot is legal for
people with doctors' recom-
mendations. The Department
of Justice issued a policy
memo to federal prosecutors
in late June stating that mari-
juana dispensaries and li-
censed growers in states with
medical marijuana laws could
face prosecution for violating
federal drug and money-
laundering laws. The effort to
shutter California dispensaries
appears to be the most far-
reaching effort so far to put
that guidance into action.
"This really shouldn't come as

a surprise to anyone. The
administration is simply mak-
ing good on multiple threats
issued since President Obama
took office," Kevin Sabet, a
former adviser to the presi-
dent's drug czar who is a fel-
low at the University of Penn-
sylvania's Center for Sub-
stance Abuse Solutions. "The
challenge is to balance the
scarcity of law enforcement
resources and the sanctity of
this country's medication ap-
proval process. It seems like
the administration is simply
making good on multiple
statements made previously to
appropriately strike that bal-
ance." Greg Anton, a lawyer
who represents a Marin Alli-
ance for Medical Marijuana,
said the 14-year-old dispen-
sary's landlord received an
"extremely threatening" letter
Wednesday invoking a federal
law that imposes additional
penalties for selling drugs
within 1,000 feet of schools,
parks and playgrounds. The
landlord was ordered to evict
the pot club or risk imprison-
ment, plus forfeiture of the
property and all the rent he
has collected while the dis-
pensary has been in business,
Anton said. The Marin Alli-
ance's founder "has been pay-
ing state and federal taxes for
14 years, and they have
cashed all the checks," he
said. "All | hear from Obama is
whining about his budget, but
he has money to do this which
will actually reduce revenues."

Man Lies When GF Meets The Other GF

Police say a man's girlfriend
unexpectedly came home
just before another woman
was due to visit, so he called
police to report his new ac-
guaintance as a burglar. The
Gazette reports that 24-year-
old Kevin Gaylor was cited

Kris Hermes, a spokesman
for the medical marijuana
advocacy group Americans
for Safe Access, said the
warnings are part of what
appears to be an attempt by
the Obama administration to
curb medical marijuana on
multiple fronts and through
multiple agencies. A series
of dispensary raids in Mon-
tana, for example, involved
agents from not only the FBI
and U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency, but the Internal
Revenue Service and Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency. Going after property
owners is not a new tactic,
though, Hermes said. Five
years ago, the Department
of Justice under President
George Bush made similar
threats to about 300 Los
Angeles-area landlords who
were renting space to medi-
cal marijuana outlets, some
of whom were eventually
evicted or closed their doors
voluntarily, he said. "It did
have an impact. However,
the federal government
never acted on its threats,
never prosecuted anybody,
never even went to court to
begin prosecutions," Hermes
said. "By and large they
were empty threats, but they
relied on them and the cost
of postage to shut down as
many facilities as they could
without having to engage in
criminal enforcement activ-

ity."

with a misdemeanor of false
reporting to authorities. Police
say Gaylor had invited a
woman he met online to come
to his home after 3 a.m.
Wednesday so they could get
better acquainted, but his girl-
friend came home first. Police

say that when the other
woman arrived, Gaylor called
police and falsely reported an
intrusion. Gaylor has an
unlisted phone number and
couldn't be reached for com-

ment.


http://www.castanet.net/news/World/65684/US-Attorneys-threaten-medical-pot
http://www.castanet.net/news/World/66558/Man-lies-when-GF-meets-the-other-GF
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Global Art Theft: From Rembrandt To Riopelle

Over the next few issues we will be talking about global art theft

Part 3 of 4

STATUES MELTED FOR SCRAP

The actual thievery process can also vary sig-

J nificantly 8 from simple smash-and-grabs to

elaborate plans involving tunneling or imperson-
ating police officers. Less organized and con-
nected criminals will steal sculptures or statues

‘| solely for the value of scrap. "Sadly, we find that

those are often melted down for the value of the

+if|| base metal," Marinello said. Some reports, for
§] instance, said the Riopelle statues were des-
W] tined for the scrap yard. Another concern for art

appreciators is that criminals are hardly careful

‘| with delicate pieces, both during the actual theft

and as items are moved around. In August
2004, armed men burst into the Munch Museum
in Oslo, Norway, in broad daylight and ripped
down The Scream and Madonna by Edvard
Munch before fleeing. The pieces were eventu-

+4 ally recovered two years later but both had suf-
;| fered damage. "I've seen works of art that have

come back after they've been through four or

4] five different handlers and criminals and they've

either got scratch marks on them or holes or
frames have been removed or they've been cut
out of their frames," Marinello said. Unfortu-
nately for art lovers the statistics on recovering
stolen pieces isn't good either. Marinello said
the recovery rate is between five and 15 per
cent, though exact figures are hard to come by
due to the global nature of the activity. Bonnie

Czegledi, an art and culture lawyer based in Toronto, said it is important to report thefts to both
local police and groups like Interpol because globalization has made shipping illegal items eas-
ier and faster. "If something is stolen on a Tuesday night in Toronto it can land in New York the
next day," said Czegledi, who is also author of Crimes Against Art, which examines interna-
tional art theft. She said dealers should go to the media as well and provide photographs along
with detailed descriptions of stolen items to bring more attention to the theft. "There used to be
a taboo not to talk about it when you've been robbed but it only benefits the offender," she said.
"It's important to launch a PR campaign.” And if a dealer is hoping to recover a missing piece,
they need to act fast. The basic idea, Czegledi said, is to make the piece "too hot to handle.”



http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/story/2011/08/03/riopelle-sculpture-theft.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/story/2011/08/03/riopelle-sculpture-theft.html
http://www.cbc.ca/m/touch/arts/artdesign/story/2008/03/04/munch-paintings-return.html
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Three people are being held in
connection with the theft of
paintings worth at least 100
million dollars from a Paris
gallery last year, but the works
are still missing, a legal official
said Saturday. The three, a
woman suspected of taking
part in the theft and two peo-
ple suspected of handling

stolen goods, were arrested
and charged over the robbery
of the five paintings, by Henri
Matisse, Pablo Picasso, Geor-
ges Braque, Ferdinand Leger
and Amedeo Modigliani, and
placed in custody on Septem-
ber 16, the official said. A lone
burglar sheared off a gate
padlock and broke a window

to get into the city-run Musee
d'Art Moderne in the brazen
operation during the night of
May 19 last year. The paint-
ings were found to be missing
just as the museum, a major
tourist attraction near the Eiffel
Tower, was about to open.
Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoe
later said one of the mu-
seum's alarms had been
"partly malfunctioning” since
the end of March, and that it
was still awaiting repair when
the thieves struck. The stolen
Picasso alone -- the cubist
"Dove with Green Peas,"
which the Spanish artist cre-
ated in 1912 -- is worth some
25 million euros, according to
the mayor's deputy for culture,
Christophe Girard. The others

The Decapitating Hand With Eyes Gang

Police in Mexico City found
two severed human heads
on a street near a major mili-
tary base Monday, a grisly
tactic of warring drug gangs
that has long affected other
parts of the country while
largely sparing the capital.
Decapitations are frequently
carried out by gangs in drug-
violence-plagued cities such
as the Pacific coast resort of

Acapulco and in northern
Mexico, often to intimidate or
threaten rivals. But it was the
first multiple decapitation in
the capital since January
2008, when two heads were
found near the city's interna-
tional airport. Two heads
were also found in the same
vicinity in December 2007.
Those killings were believed
to be related to a drug ship-

ment that had been seized at
the airport. The office of Mex-
ico City Attorney General Mi-
guel Mancera said in a state-
ment that one of the heads
found Monday had been
placed on the hood of a sport
utility vehicle, and the other
was found on a nearby side-
walk. The heads were found
just before dawn on the side
of a busy ring road across
from the army's headquarters
at Military Camp 1. Mancera
was quoted by local news
media as saying Monday that
the heads were accompanied
by a note referring to the
"Mano con Ojos" or "Hand
with Eyes" drug gang. The
organization has been active
in the State of Mexico, which
borders Mexico City, and in
some southern districts of the
capital. Mancera gave no de-
tails of what the message
said. The heads were found
on a busy ring road across

were French contemporary
Matisse's "Pastoral" from
1905, Braque's "Olive Tree
near Estaque", Modigliani's
"Woman with a Fan" and
Leger's "Still Life with Can-
dlestick". City hall put the
total value of the haul at 100
million euros ($140 million),
but some experts said they
were worth twice that, while
admitting they were totally
unsaleable openly. Girard
said the thief managed to
slip past three nightwatch-
men on duty. "To get into the
museum so fast by disas-
sembling a window, choose
five specific works and then
slip out unnoticed by the
guards, that is quite impres-
sive," he said.

from the army's national head-
quarters at Military Camp 1.
The Hand with Eyes gang
formed after the arrest of Ed-
gar Valdez, aka "La Barbie," a
top assassin for the Beltran
Leyva cartel until he was de-
tained in 2010. The alleged
leader of the Hand with Eyes,
Oscar Osvaldo Garcia
Montoya, 36, was arrested in
July and told prosecutors he
helped carry out or ordered
more than 600 Killings. In Aca-
pulco Monday, about 120 sol-
diers patrolled streets around
schools in the city's rougher
neighborhoods, but that still did
not convince students, teach-
ers and parents to reopen all of
the 460 schools that had
closed because of extortion
demands and threats. That
number represents about one-
third of all schools in the city of
about 800,000.
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Real Life Weekend At Bernie's

Two Colorado men stand ac-
cused of multiple offenses
after driving
corpse to a pair of Denver
nightspots and using his ATM
card to buy themselves drinks
say they thought the man was
drunk, not deceased. Robert
Young, 43, faces charges
including abusing a corpse.
He spoke before a court hear-
ing Thursday in Denver. In-
vestigators allege Young and
Mark Rubinson, 25, drove
around with the body of their

43-year-old friend Jeffrey
Jarrett in their car in August.
"In my mind, | wanted to be-
lieve he was passed out. |
didn't want to call 911," Young
said Thursday. "I didn't want
to believe he was dead." Ac-
cording to police reports, the
night on the town started
when Young went to Jarrett's
home and found him unre-
sponsive. But rather than call
the authorities, police say,
Young went to find Rubinson.
The duo returned to Jarrett's

men took him back to his
home after notifying police.
They then went to a strip joint,
where Young took $400 from
an ATM, police said. Young
said Jarrett owed him money
and gave him his credit card.
Young rejected comparisons
to the plot of the 1989 movie
"Weekend at Bernie's." He
said the ordeal only lasted
four hours, and insisted there
was no comparison to the
movie. "It's not a joking mat-
ter. He deserves better than

hogneé and pliehandntofRubine n thét,%Young said. In the 1989

son's SUV and headed to a
nightspot where they spent
more than an hour drinking,
leaving Jarrett's body in the
vehicle, according to police
records. Police say the two
men used Jarrett's card to pay
for the drinks on Aug. 27, not-
ing "they did not have Jarrett's
consent." Young said he real-
ized Jarrett was dead while
leaving the bar and the two

Hollywood comedy, two ne'er-
do-wells find their boss dead
at his ritzy beachfront home
and escort his body around
town, attempting to save the
weekend of luxury they had
planned Rubinson and Young
aren't charged in Jarrett's
death. Young was scheduled
to be arraigned Thursday, but
his attorney was granted an
extension to Nov. 3 after she
told the judge authorities are
still waiting for the results of
an autopsy to determine how
and when Jarrett died.

New Gang Responsible For Over 60 Killings

.

A relatively new drug gang is
responsible for killing at least
67 people whose bodies were
found over the course of a
couple of weeks in the Gulf
coast state of Veracruz, Mexi-
can authorities said Friday.
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il Marines ar-
rested eight
members of
the Jalisco
New Genera-
tion drug
gang Thurs-
day, navy
spokesman
Jose Luis
Vergara said
at a news

¥l conference.
The suspects
later led au-
thorities to 32
bodies left in three houses in
Veracruz, a port city that
carries the state's name.
Vergara said the gang is
also responsible for dumping
35 bound, tortured bodies on
a busy boulevard in a suburb

of Veracruz on Sept. 20. The
navy appeared eager to
dampen speculation that the
New Generation gang, believed
to be allied with Mexico's Si-
naloa drug cartel, is some sort
of paramilitary group aimed at
eliminating the hyper-violent
Zetas cartel. New Generation
members have dubbed them-
selves "Mata Zetas," or "Zetas
Killers," and many of their vic-
tims appear to be from that
cartel. Authorities would have
ample reason to want to elimi-
nate the Zetas, who have been
blamed for the kidnap-murders
of three marines so far this year
in Veracruz. Vergara insisted
no paramilitaries were involved.
"We stress that this is just an-
other organized crime gang
that opposes the Zetas, with

whom they are fighting for con-
trol of illicit income and criminal
activities in Veracruz," he said.
Marines also arrested 12 al-
leged Zetas on Thursday, in-
cluding Aquiles Amaranto Cruz
Hurtano, allegedly the group's
new operations leader in Ve-
racruz, Vergara said. He said
the suspects "presumably were
assigned to kill relatives of
their enemies" and carry out
other criminal activities. The
navy said that when marines
reached the first of the three
safe house, where 20 bodies
were found, state police offi-
cers were already there. Ma-
rines found 11 bodies at the
second house and one at a
third


http://www.castanet.net/news/World/65645/Real-life-Weekend-at-Bernie-s
http://www.castanet.net/news/World/65724/Gang-responsible-for-over-60-killings
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British police say a 77-year-
old man has been charged
with a string of 16 sex at-
tacks targeting children dat-
ing back to 1949. Scotland
Yard says Reginald Davis, of
Wanneroo, Australia, will
appear later Wednesday at
London's City of Westminster

Magistrates Court to face the
charges. The offences alleg-
edly took place in London
between 1949 and 1971. They
include four counts of raping a
child under the age of 12 and
several counts of attempted
rape and indecent assault on
children under the ages of 12

to 15. Police said they believe
Dauvis is a British national who
has been living in Australia
since the 1970s. The force
said it could not provide fur-
ther details on when or why
Davis returned to the U.K

New Product - The Cop Shield

The Cop Shield's key objective is to save police officer lives, with its terrible human and
financial consequences to their family, their organization, and to society at large.

In order to meet this objective the Cop Shield was designed and manufactured from the
ground up for an everyday use by police officers.

This ballistic shield has many advantages:

-There is no metal component in the composite shield.

4t's small: size is only 1706 X 13" when f 6 whe
easy access in patrol cars, e.g. the front passenger seat, especially when the officer is

alone on patrol.

-It weighs LESS than 6 pounds, which is 40% LESS than a similar shield.

-It has a new sleek, horizontal design that is not threatening to peaceful citizens.

-It's also possible to order the Cop Shield with your own custom graphics design in front
of the shield (extra fee).

-Police and Security personnel can have their own graphics on the front.

-It provides protection from knife and other handheld weapons.

-Barrier, i.e. there is now a batrrier, a cover, between the officer and the suspect, which

police officers do not have at the moment. The ballistic vest is essential and should be

worn; but it does not provide a barrier against felons with a gun and a criminal intent to-
wards the patrolman or patrolwoman

The Cop Shield is a new concept whereby all police officers, on an everyday basis, can
have quick access in their patrol car to a lightweight, foldable, ballistic shield which can
be used for most situations that can become life threatening at any time:

- traffic stops

- domestic disturbance calls
- other disturbance calls

- arrests with warrants

These four categories of situations are responsible for almost all police officer deaths by
gunfire.




Page 10

Seattle's SupeiHeroes

Fabio Heuring was standing
outside a Seattle nightclub
with a friend on a Saturday
night, smoking cigarettes,
when a man bolting from a
bouncer ran into them. En-
raged, the man ripped off his
shirt in the middle of the street
and prepared to give Heur-
ing's buddy a beating. Just
then, in swooped a bizarre
sight: a self-proclaimed super-
hero in a black mask and
matching muscle-suit. He
doused the aggressor with
pepper spray, much to Heur-
ing's shocked relief. A couple
hours later, though, using
those tactics on another group
of clubgoers would land the
superhero ©u00o
dor, better known as Phoenix
Jones ©UO0 in |
tion of assault, sending pangs
of anxiety through the small,
eccentric and mostly anony-
mous community of masked
crime-fighters across the U.S.
The comic book-inspired pa-
trolling of city streets by "real
life super-heroes" has been
getting more popular in recent
years, thanks largely to main-
stream attention in movies like
last year's "Kick-Ass" and the
recent HBO documentary
"Superheroes." And as the
ranks of the masked, caped
and sometimes bullet-proof-
vested avengers swell, many
fret that even well-intentioned
vigilantes risk hurting them-
selves, the public and the
movement if they're as ag-
gressive as Jones. Some

have gone so far as to pro-
pose a sanctioning body to
ensure that high super-hero
standards are maintained.
"The movement has grown
majorly," said Edward Stinson,
a writer from Boca Raton,
Florida, who advises real-life
superheroes on a website
devoted to the cause. "What |
tell these guys is, "You're no
longer in the shadows. You're
in a new era. ... Build trust.
Set standards. Make the real-
life superheroes work to earn
that title and take some kind of
oath." It's not clear how many
costumed vigilantes there are
in the U.S. The website
www.reallifesuperheroes.org
lists 660 members around the
world. They range from mem-
bers of the New York Initiative
in New York City and the
Shadow Corp in Saginaw,
Michigan, to a character
named Nightbow who says he
has patrolled the streets of
Carlisle, England, for three
years. Some take on their
fictional identities while doing
charity work. Fodor, 23, is the
most prominent face of the

B &ain GtyBuperhérd®Move-

ment, a collection of vigilantes

a iwho appeaied in BeatBeSovet

past year. Early on Oct. 9,
about two hours after he
saved Heuring and his buddy,
he charged a group of people
leaving a downtown nightclub
as a videographer trailed him.
From the shaky camera work,
it appeared there may have
been some kind of distur-
bance in the group. Fodor
insists he was breaking up a
fight when he hit the crowd
with pepper spray; the people
who got sprayed told police
there had been no fight. He
was briefly booked into jail for
investigation of assault, but
prosecutors haven't charged
him yet. He appeared in court
last week while wearing his
superhero costume under a
button-down shirt. "Recently

there have been increased
reports of citizens being pep-
per sprayed by (Fodor) and
his group," the police report
noted. "Although (Fodor) has
been advised to observe and
report incidents to 911, he
continues to try to resolve
things on his own." Fodor re-
mained unapologetic after the
court appearance, saying he's
just like anyone else except
that "I decided to make a dif-
ference and stop crime in my
neighborhood." He invited
members of the public to join
him on patrol Saturday night.
Heuring, a 27-year-old shuttle
driver from nearby Auburn, is
a fan. "Without a question,
there was a fight going to hap-
pen," he said. "It could have
ended ugly had he not come
in. He used good judgment in
our case. He saw who was
instigating it and who he
needed to defend." But many
in the vigilante community
point to Fodor's arrest as a
watershed moment: As more
people often, young peo-

ple fashion themselves into
superheroes, they risk finding
themselves in similar situa-
tions where they wind up hurt-

g aing innocent members of the

public or being shot, stabbed
or beaten themselves. Such
negative attention could doom
the movement, they say.
Stinson, who is 40 and says
he has a military background,
said that if the movement is to
continue to grow, it needs to
do a better job policing itself.
He envisions a non-profit or-
ganization that would have
departments devoted to fund-
raising and building commu-
nity trust and alliances. He
also thinks there should be
tactical superhero train-

ing including how to take con-
trol of a volatile situation and
defuse it. Filmmaker Michael
Barnett followed 50 real-life
crime fighters for 15 months
for his documentary

"Superheroes." Many have
great intentions, he said, but
that doesn't mean their
methods are proper. "The
police by in large appreciate
an extra set of eyes, but they
really, really want these guys
to do it according to the law,"
Barnett said. Masked cru-
saders began appearing in
the 1970s with San Diego's
Captain Sticky, who used his
Superman-like costume to
fight for rental car rip-offs
and tenant rights, Barnett
said. They spread through-
out the country in the 1980s
and 1990s, and became
more popular thanks to the
faster communications and
online support communities
of the Internet. Barnett said
he met plumbers, teachers,
cashiers and firefighters who
leave their day jobs behind
every night in the name of
security. Their weapons in-
clude pepper spray, stun
guns and batons. Relatively
few have any combat train-
ing or any formal knowledge
of how to use their arsenal,
he said. That concerns the
professional crime-fighters.
"If people want to dress up
and walk around, knock
yourself out," said Seattle
police spokesman Mark
Jamieson. "Our concern is
when you insert yourself into
these situations without
knowing the facts, it's just
not a smart thing to do." Not
all of the vigilantes take a
confrontational approach. A
53-year-old man in Mountain
View, California, who calls
himself "The Eye," keeps a
low-enough profile that offi-
cers there have never
booked anyone arrested with
his help. "The only reason |
know him is because he's
my neighbor," said police
spokeswoman Liz Wylie.
"He's a neighborhood watch
block captain, a very good
one at that."
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Border Patrol Halts Routine Checks

PLEASE
REPORT
SUSPICIOUS
ACTIVITY
(800) 331-0353

US. BORDER PATROL
BUFFALO SECTOR
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The U.S. Border Patrol has
quietly stopped its controver-
sial practice of routinely
searching buses, trains and
airports for illegal immigrants
at transportation hubs along
the Canadian border and in
the nation's interior, prevent-
ing agents from using what
had long been an effective
tool for tracking down people
here illegally, The Associated
Press has learned. Current
and former Border Patrol
agents said field offices
around the country began
receiving the order last
month, soon after the Obama
administration announced
that to ease an overburdened
immigration system, it would
allow many illegal immigrants

Covering Up A Murder With Emails

to remain in the country while
it focuses on deporting those
who have committed crimes.
The routine bus, train and
airport checks typically in-
volved agents milling about
and questioning people who
appeared suspicious, and had
long been criticized by immi-
grant rights groups. Critics
said the tactic amounted to
racial profiling and violated
travellers' civil liberties. But
agents said it was an effective
way to catch unlawful immi-
grants, including smugglers
and possible terrorists, who
had evaded detection at the
border, as well as people who
had overstayed their visas.
Often, those who evade initial
detection head quickly for the

nearest public transportation
in hopes of reaching other
parts of the country. Halting
the practice has baffled the
agents, especially in some
stations along the northern
border, from Bellingham,
Wash., to Houlton, Maine,
where the so-called
"transportation checks" have
been the bulk of their every-
day duties. The Border Patrol
is authorized to check vehicles
within 100 miles of the border.
The order has not been made
public, but two agents de-
scribed it to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
government does not author-
ize them to speak to the me-
dia. The union that represents
Border Patrol agents planned
to issue a news release about
the change Monday. "Orders
have been sent out from Bor-
der Patrol headquarters in
Washington, D.C., to Border
Patrol sectors nationwide that
checks of transportation hubs
and systems located away
from the southwest border of
the United States will only be
conducted if there is intelli-
gence indicating a threat," the
release says. Those who have
received the orders said
agents may still go to train and
bus stations and airports if
they have specific "actionable

A U.S. man is due to be ar-
raigned on charges he mur-
dered his business partner
for financial gain then pre-
tended the dead man was
still alive and sending emails
while on vacation in Africa.
Edward Younghoon Shin is
charged with murdering
Christopher Ryan Smith in
their business office after
Smith said he wanted out of
the advertising company the
two had created. Rather than

intelligence" that there is an
illegal immigrant there who
recently entered the country.
An agent in Washington
state said it's not clear how
agents are supposed to
glean such intelligence, and
even if they did, under the
new directive they still re-
quire clearance from Wash-
ington, D.C., headquarters
before they can respond. A
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection spokesman, Bill
Brooks, repeatedly insisted
that any shift in enforcement
tactics does not amount to a
change in policy as local
commanders still have au-
thority to aggressively pur-
sue illegal immigrants near
the border and at transporta-
tion hubs. "It's up to the local
commander to position his
agents the way he wants to
position them. What we've
done is gone to a risk-based
posture," he said. In a sepa-
rate statement, the agency
said, "Conducting intelli-
gence-based transportation
checks allows the Border
Patrol to use their technol-
ogy and personnel re-
sources more effectively,
especially in areas with lim-
ited resources."

buying out his partner for the
agreed $1 million, prosecutors
say Shin killed Smith then
hijacked his email account
and sent messages to family
members saying Smith was
enjoying an adventurous Afri-
can holiday. Prosecutors say
the messages stopped after
Smith purportedly said he was
visiting "the Congo." Shin's
attorney, Al Stokke, declined
to comment.


http://www.castanet.net/news/World/66649/Border-Patrol-halts-routine-checks
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End of Waitch

The Fraternal Order of Law Enforcement and its members would

like to pay tribute to the Law Enforcement Officers in North

America that lose their lives inthe lineofduty. | t 6s been mor e
65 years since the annual number of line-of-duty police deaths

was fewer than 100. We would like to hit home and remind

officers to keep up on regular training, eat healthy, exercise and

to make sure all their equipment is working, including Sidearm

Handcuffs, OC Spray, Baton, and Flashlight before they go out on

every patrol.

Deputy Sheriff

Bryan Sleeper

Burleigh County Sheriff's Department

North Dakota

Cause of Death - Heart Attack

End of Watch: Wednesday, September 26, 2011

Officer safety begins with five
simple things:

1. Wear Your Seatbelt

2. Watch Your Speed

3. Wear Your Vest
Sergeant Paul Stuckey

Sherman Abrams . S 4. WIN - What's Important Now?
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Louisiana 5. Remember:

Cause of Death - Gun Fire (Accidental) Complacency Kills!

End of Watch: Friday, September 30, 2011

Reserve Deputy Sheriff

Tim Lowery

Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office

Oklahoma North

Cause of Death - Automobile Accident :

End of Watch: Friday, September 30, 2011 America
Total Line of

Reserve Deputy Sheriff Duty Deaths:

Mike Roberts 140

Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office

Oklahoma

Cause of Death - Automobile Accident
End of Watch: Friday, September 30, 2011

Line of
Captain dUty
John Wayne Haddock deaths up

Grenada Police Department
Mississippi 1%
Cause of Death - Vehicle Assault

End of Watch: Friday, October 7, 2011

Patrolman Gun Fire
Derek Kotecki  (Related article next page)

Lower Burrell Police Department Deaths
Pennsylvania 0
Cause of Death - Gunfire up 13%

End of Watch: Wednesday, October12, 2011



http://www.odmp.org/officer/20992-captain-john-wayne-haddock
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Police Officer

WALKZR Trevor Slot
Walker Police Department
POLICE Michigan

Cause of Death - Vehicle Assault
End of Watch: Thursday, October12, 2011

Patrolman
Joseph Wargo

New Jersey

Mount Arlington Police Department

Cause of Death - Vehicle Assault
End of Watch: Sunday, October 16, 2011

Deputy Sheriff
JamedDd D. P

Georgia
Cause of Death - Gunfire

Richmond County Sheriff's Office

End of Watch: Sunday, October 23, 2011

augh

Police Officer

Terry L. Fleming

Albany Police Department
Georgia

POLICE

Cause of Death - Vehicle Pursuit
End of Watch: Friday, October 28, 2011

Police Officer
Brad Jones

Arizona
Cause of Death - Gunfire

Glendale Police Department

End of Watch: Saturday, October 29, 2011

True Partner- Odin Stayed By His Partners Side

investigating reports of a
wanted man at a local fast
food restaurant. The man was
wanted for a shooting ten
days earlier and for threaten-
ing police officers during the
previous week. The subject
was hiding by laying in the
back seat of his SUV. As Pa-
trolman Kotecki and his ca-
nine, Odin, approached, the

Patrolman Derek Kotecki
was shot and killed while

man suddenly sat up opened
fire from a distance of about
10 feet. Patrolman Kotecki
was struck in the head, abdo-
men, and left arm. The man
then fled, but was confronted
by other officers as he at-
tempted to climb a fence be-
hind the restaurant. He was
killed during an exchange of
shots with the responding

officers. K9 Odin was unin-
jured but had to be muz-
zled after refusing to leave
Patrolman Kotecki's side
Patrolman Kotecki had
served with the Lower
Burrell Police Department for
18 years. He is survived by
his wife and two children.
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RCMP Officers To Get New Guns

The RCMP will spend at least
$1 million to add more high-

powered guns to its arsenal, a
move recommended after four

Mounties were shot to death six

years ago in Alberta. The C8
patrol carbine, a version of a
rifle similar to an M-16, is now
used by the army and police
tactical squads, including the
RCMP's emergency response
teams, and other police agen-
cies. By the end of next year, it
will also be made available to
front-line RCMP members. De-
parting RCMP Commissioner
William Elliot told Mounties in a

memo earlier this week the C8
will fill "gaps in our operational
firearms capabilities.” Insp.
Troy Lightfoot with the force's
criminal operations branch in
Ottawa confirmed Friday that
about 375 of the guns, each
costing at least $2,800, will
initially be ordered. Instructor
training on the weapons is set
to begin next summer. In com-
parison to other high-powered
weapons, the carbine is more
accurate and fires more bul-
lets with less penetrating
power, thus reducing the
chance of someone else being
hit. Lightfoot, who was at the
RCMP's training depot in Re-
gina on Friday, said the C8
won't replace other weapons
the force uses, including pis-
tols, .308-calibre rifles and
shotguns. The carbines will be

distributed among the coun-
try's detachments after a risk
assessment determines the
need in each location. "Risk
will be different in every de-
tachment," he said. Lightfoot
added that several factors
went into the decision to pur-
chase the guns, including an
increase in calls dealing with
firearms and high-powered
weapons. Some of those calls
have involved officer deaths,
the most notable near Mayer-
thorpe in 2005. "Mayerthorpe
has definitely weighed into our
decision." Constables Anthony
Gordon, Leo Johnston, Brock
Myrol and Peter Schiemann
died after they were shot with
high-powered bullets from a
semi-automatic military as-
sault rifle. They had been
guarding a marijuana grow-op

A Call For Terrorist Attacks In Canada

An al-Qaida-linked Somali mili-
tant group has released an au-
dio tape calling for terrorist at-
tacks in a host of countries in-
cluding Canada. The tape

posted by al-Shabab was alleg-

edly made by an American citi-

zen who blew himself up during

an attack on an African Union
base in Somalia's capital on

Saturday that killed at least 10
people. The young man urges
others to "do jihad in America,

do jihad in Canada" and in other

parts of the world. He also

urges other youth not to "just
chill all day" but to carry out
attacks against non-Muslims
around the world. The young
man had an American accent
and mixed Muslim terminology
with American slang. The U.S.
Embassy was not able to
comment, but U.S. authorities
estimate at least 20 American
passport holders have joined
the insurgents in Somalia.
About 9,000 African Union
peacekeepers supporting So-
mali government troops have
almost pushed al-Shabab
from the capital of Mogadishu.
Earlier this month, Kenya
opened a second front, send-
ing hundreds of soldiers
across the border into south-
ern Somalia. Somalia has not
had a functioning government
in more than 20 years. A Ca-
nadian detained in Mexico
City after a body was found in
the back of his pickup truck

told police that he hit a pedes-
trian and was taking him to the
hospital, local authorities said
Friday. In a summary of facts
sent to The Canadian Press,
the state public security de-
partment said that 48-year-old
Bruno Nardi was detained
Tuesday night after police
discovered a corpse lying in
the cargo box. Nardi, the de-
partment said, is a Canadian
who has been living in Mexico
for eight years and had resi-
dent status. There was no
immediate information about
Nardi's hometown or province.
The authorities allege that
Nardi had hit 78-year-old
Gregorio Canseco Albogabo
at an intersection shortly be-
fore he was ultimately
stopped. Local newspapers
reported that the windshield of
Nardi's pickup was broken
and that he had been speed-
ing. The media also noted that

and stolen parts cache in a
Quonset hut on the farm of
James Roszko. Roszko was
hiding in the metal shed and
ambushed the officers. He
shot himself after he was
wounded by another Mountie.
An inquiry earlier this year
into the deaths was told that
officers who surrounded the
shed after the shootings
needed more weapons. They
had to ask to borrow rifles
from neighbours because the
local detachment had just one
long-barrelled gun. Myrol's
father, Warren, told the in-
quiry that Mounties in the field
have to have the weapons
they need and suggested a
minimum of three rifles and
two high-powered rifles in
every detachment.

witnesses had called police to
report a hit-and-run, and that
the victim's shoes were found
at the intersection. "In his first
statements, the alleged ad-
mitted that he hit the man and
said that he had decided to
transport him inside his vehi-
cle, a pickup truck, to the
Mexican Social Security Hos-
pital," reads the official ac-
count. "Nevertheless, the
victim died." The account
adds that Nardi told authori-
ties he got lost while he was
trying to reach the hospital.
Nardi is currently being held
at a detention centre in Mex-
ico City and was scheduled to
appear before a judge Friday,
when he was to be assigned
a court date. Rodolfo Torres,
a spokesman for the state
attorney general's office, said
the Canadian embassy in
Mexico was offering consular
support to Nardi.


http://www.castanet.net/news/Canada/66358/RCMP-officers-to-get-new-guns
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on a po-
lice sta-
tion,
Baghdad
police
officials
said.
Smoke

" could be
W seen
rising
from the
blast site
as ambu-

A slew of bombings targeted
Iraqi police in Baghdad on
Wednesday morning, includ-
ing blasts by two suicide
bombers who tried to ram
their vehicles through police
station gates. Iraqi officials
said 25 people died and
dozens more were wounded
in the carnage. The blasts
were aimed at the police,
generally considered to be
the weakest section of the
country's security forces,
and emphasized that despite
Iraq's security gains, long-
term stability in the country
is still elusive. U.S. forces
are scheduled to leave Iraq
by the end of this year, and
Wednesday's multi-pronged
attack is likely to add to con-
cerns about whether the
Iragi security forces are able
to effectively secure the city.
In the southern Karradah
neighborhood, 13 people
died and 25 were wounded
in a suicide car bomb attack

lances rushed to the scene,
their sirens wailing. Iragi army
helicopters circled overhead.
In the mainly Shiite neighbour-
hood of Hurriyah, a suicide car
bomber targeted a police sta-
tion and killed nine people,
two Baghdad police officials
said. Twenty-seven people
were wounded in that blast.
Officials said the suicide
bombers both exploded their
vehicles at the outer en-
trances into the police sta-
tions. "The scene was hor-
rific," said Salim Ghadban,
who was having breakfast
near the Karradah police sta-
tion when he heard a loud
explosion. "We saw terrified
people, some injured, running
in our direction, and we
rushed to the attacked police
station and saw burned bodies
and charred cars," he said.
"We helped cover the burned
bodies until the ambulances
arrived." The attack in Hurri-
yah was especially remark-

10 Lashes For Driving A Car

A Saudi government official
says King Abdullah has over-
turned a court verdict that sen-
tenced a Saudi woman to be
lashed 10 times for defying the
kingdom's ban on women driv-
ing. The official declined to
elaborate. He spoke Wednes-
day on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized

able because the neighbor-
hood is a stronghold of Shiite
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr. It is
almost entirely surrounded by
blast walls, and access is
tightly restricted through four

entrances manned by the Iraqi

army. Also, a roadside bomb
exploded near a police patrol
in western Baghdad, killing
two policemen and wounding
another five, police officials
said. A parked car bomb ex-
ploded in western Baghdad
targeting a police patrol but
killed one civilian and injured
five people. Three people
were also injured by a road-
side bomb that hit a police
patrol in western Baghdad. A
hospital official confirmed the
causalities. The officials all
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not
authorized to speak to report-
ers. There was no immediate
claim of responsibility, but
such attacks are usually the
work of Sunni militant groups
such as al-Qaida in Irag. They
often target security forces in
their attempt to destabilize the
country and sow havoc. The
military spokesman for Bagh-
dad, Qassim al-Moussawi,
blamed al-Qaida for the at-
tacks and said they were an
attempt to show people that
the militants are still active.
"Every three months or so, al-
Qaida mobilizes all its re-
sources to launch such at-

tacks in one day to say that al-

to brief the media. A day
earlier, a Saudi court found
Shaima Jastaina guilty of
violating the driving ban,
and sentenced her to 10
lashes. It was the first time
a legal punishment had
been handed down for
breaking the longtime ban
in the ultraconservative

Qaida is still able to attack
and threaten security posts,"
he said. Wednesday's at-
tacks came two days after a
series of explosions target-
ing security officials killed 10
people in Baghdad. The
police are an especially vul-
nerable target among Iraq's
security forces because they
usually do not have the
heavy weapons or equip-
ment that the Iraqgi army has.
The military has received the
bulk of the U.S. training as-
sistance since the war be-
gan. Under a 2008 security
pact, all U.S. forces are to
leave the country by the end
of this year, although a large
American diplomatic force
will remain. U.S. and Iraqi
officials have been discuss-
ing whether to have a long-
term but small U.S. military
presence in the country after
December in order to train
Iraqi security forces. But
they have been unable to
agree on whether to give the
troops the legal protections
that the American govern-
ment requires, and time is
rapidly running out for any
agreement to take effect.
"We urge the security forces
to be on high alert ahead of
the U.S. withdrawal," al-
Moussawi said. "Security
stability in Iraq seems to be
far away, because we are
still facing challenges."

Muslim nation. No laws
prohibit women from driv-
ing, but conservative reli-
gious edicts have banned it.
Earlier this week, King Ab-
dullah announced that
women will have the right to
vote and run in the coun-
try's 2015 local elections.
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Fools With Pants On The Ground Fined

Officials in Georgia say a
city's ban on saggy pants has
generated nearly $4,000 in
fines in less than a year. Al-
bany attorney Nathan Davis
says 187 citations have been
issued and $3,916 in fines
collected since the ordinance
went into effect Nov. 23, ac-
cording to the Albany Herald.
The ordinance bans anyone

Police Officers In Gun-Smuggling Sting

Five New York Police De-
partment officers smuggled
firearms and slot machines
they thought were stolen and
some even used bolt cutters

to pilfer hundreds of
boxes of cigarettes
from tractor-trailers as
part of a 12-person
theft ring that was
under federal surveil-
lance the entire time,
authorities said Tues-
day. Three retired
NYPD officers and a
New Jersey correction
officer are among the other
defendants named in a federal
criminal complaint alleging an
undercover agent paid them
more than $100,000 to

moonlight as gun runners
while under FBI surveillance.
Three current officers also
participated in a brazen theft
of cigarettes they were told
were worth $500,000, the
complaint says. Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg has long
targeted illegal smuggling of
guns into the city and said
that, if the accusations are
true, the officials engaged in
"a disgraceful and deplorable
betrayal of the public trust."
The men were eager and will-
ing to smuggle the weapons

Weapons Seized From Brad Pitt Film

pistols, security offi-
cials said. The weap-
ons arrived from Lon-
don to Budapest's
Ferenc Liszt Airport

| on Saturday and

d were discovered at a
nearby duty free
zone, Janos Hajdu,
head of Hungary's
Counterterrorism

Nearly 100 live weapons to
be used in Brad Pitt's "World
War Z" film were confiscated
by Hungarian authorities,
local media reported Tues-
day. The weapons included
machine-guns, rifles and

Center, said. He said
he could not confirm they
were meant for the film. "It's
possible that all the weapons
were brought in for the film,
but this would not be allowed
by Hungarian law," as the
weapons had not been fully

deactivated and could easily
be used to fire live ammuni-
tion, Hajdu said on Neo FM
radio. "This is a very compli-
cated case." Hajdu said the
weapons had been shipped to
a Hungarian company, whose
representative was being
questioned by investigators.
Hajdu explained that in Hun-
gary weapons were consid-
ered to be deactivated only if
the process "was irreversible,"
while the weapons seized
could still be fired even though
screws had been used to fill
the end of the barrels. Adam
Goodman, whose company is
providing production services

from wearing pants or skirts
more than eight centimeters
below the top of the hips, ex-
posing the skin or undergar-
ments. First-time offenders
face a $25 fine. On further
offences, the fine can rise to
$200. The ordinance also al-
lows 40 hours of community
service to be completed in lieu
of fines

and commit other crimes "so
long as the price was right,"
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara
said at a news conference
announcing the arrests. Ar-
resting fellow law enforcers
in a corruption case "is a
heartbreaking thing," Bha-
rara added. The arrests
come amid speculation that
other NYPD officers could
be facing less-serious crimi-
nal charges in a separate
investigation of ticket fixing
in the Bronx.

for "World War Z," said he
had been advised not to
comment on links between
the seized weapons and the
film. "We are preparing as
planned. We are not chang-
ing our schedule," Goodman
told The Associated Press.
He added that media reports
claiming the film set had
been raided by police to
confiscate the weapons
were "not true." Hungary's
National Investigation Office
said it had launched a probe
in the case, but spokesman
Laszlo Bartha said they had
no additional information for
now.
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Killing A Mother To Steal A Baby

A woman who faked a preg-
nancy and panicked as her
supposed due date grew
near attacked a pregnant
mother with a baseball bat
and cut her full-term fetus
from her womb, killing the
mother and baby, according
to court documents filed
Monday. Annette Morales-
Rodriguez, 33, faces one
count each of first-degree
intentional homicide while
armed and first-degree inten-
tional homicide of an unborn
child while armed in the
death of Maritza Ramirez-
Cruz and the boy she was
set to deliver next week.
Morales-Rodriguez faces
mandatory life in prison if
convicted. Morales-
Rodriguez made a brief court
appearance Monday, stand-
ing silent as her bail was set
at $1 million. Online court
records didn't list an attorney
for her, and the Milwaukee
public defender's office
voicemail wouldn't accept
messages Monday after-
noon. "l don't know what she
had in her mind," said Maria
Garcia, 44, who lives next to

Morales-Rodriguez and de-
scribed her as her best friend.
According to the criminal com-
plaint, Morales-Rodriguez told
detectives that her boyfriend
wanted a son but she couldn't
get pregnant. She told him
she was pregnant anyway, but
started to grow desperate as
what would be her due date
approached. She told investi-
gators she planned for two
weeks to find a pregnant
woman, take the baby and
make it hers, the complaint
said. Morales-Rodriguez
drove around on Wednesday
searching for a pregnant
woman, but found none, au-
thorities said. On Thursday
she drove around a non-profit
organization that provides
Hispanics with health care and
found Ramirez-Cruz. The 23-
year-old had moved from
Puerto Rico to join her child-
hood sweetheart, Christian
Mercado, said Mercado's fa-
ther, Carlos Mercado. They
already had three children
together, and Ramirez-Cruz
was carrying their fourth.
Morales-Rodriguez told detec-
tives she thought about telling

her boyfriend the truth, but
decided against it and offered
Ramirez-Cruz a ride. Telling
Ramirez-Cruz she needed to
change her shoes, she drove
them to her house. Ramirez-
Cruz went inside to use the
bathroom. When she
emerged, Morales-Rodriguez
was waiting for her with a
baseball bat. The complaint
said Morales-Rodriguez be-
gan to bludgeon her. Ramirez-
Cruz fell to the ground.
Morales-Rodriguez straddled
the younger woman and
choked her until she passed
out, the complaint said.
Morales-Rodriguez then duct-
taped Ramirez-Cruz's feet and
hands and taped over her
mouth and nose. She cut her
open with the knife, the com-
plaint said, telling detectives
she was trying to imitate a
procedure she had seen on
the Discovery Channel. When
she pulled the fetus out, the
baby wasn't breathing,
Morales-Rodriguez said. She
then dragged Ramirez-Cruz's
body into the basement and
hid it near the hot water
heater, according to the com-
plaint. She smeared some of
Ramirez-Cruz's blood around
her thighs to make people
think she herself was bleeding
from giving birth, the com-
plaint said. Then she called
the emergency dispatcher and
said she'd given birth to a
stillborn. She was taken to a
hospital, but left before she
was fully examined, the com-
plaint said. An autopsy the
next day revealed that the
baby wasn't the product of a
natural birth. Police returned
to Morales-Rodriguez's house
and took her back to the hos-
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pital. An examination verified
she hadn't given birth, and
officers arrested her.
Morales-Rodriguez is due
back in court Oct. 19 for a
preliminary hearing. Similar
cases of women taking an
unborn child from a mother's
womb were reported in Mas-
sachusetts and Oregon in
2009, in Pennsylvania in
2007, in lllinois in 2006 and
Missouri in 2004. Garcia
said she was convinced
Morales-Rodriguez was
pregnant, saying she even
rubbed her belly. The last
time Garcia saw her, on Oct.
3, Morales-Rodriguez told
her she was going to have a
Cesarean section in two
weeks. But she also seemed
depressed, refusing to come
out of her house to even join
Garcia for a walk. "She just
wanted to be in the house,"
Garcia said, tears filling her
eyes. "I'm so confused |
don't know what to do." Car-
los Mercado, 59, said he
couldn't stand up when he
heard Ramirez-Cruz was
dead. "My heart, oh my God,
it's hurting me. | can't sleep,”
he said. His son, who de-
clined to speak with report-
ers at his home Monday,
must now raise the couple's
three children alone without
much money, Carlos
Mercado said. The oldest
child is only six. "He'll have
to be the mother and father.
| don't know how he's going
to make it. He's got to grow
them up, take them to
school, get them in the
shower," Mercado said.
"He's real sad. He's real
hurt."

Any suspect with a rifle is a better shot than any cop with a pistol.



