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London Riots Spread - 1700 Arrested 

man in his 60s with life-
threatening injuries. So 
far over 1700 people 
have been arrested in 
London and over 1000 
charged, and the capital's 
prison cells were over-
flowing. 
 

Continued Next Page  

Britons swept up, 
patched up and feared 
further violence Tuesday, 
demanding police do 
more to protect them 
after three nights of riot-
ing left looted stores, 
torched cars and black-
ened buildings across 
London and several other 
U.K. cities. Police said 
they were working full-tilt, 
but found themselves 
under attack -- from riot-
ers roaming the streets, 
from a scared and wor-
ried public, and from poli-
ticians whose cost-
cutting is squeezing po-
lice numbers ahead of 
next year's Olympic 
Games. London's Metro-
politan Police force 
vowed an unprecedented 
operation to stop more 
rioting, flooding the 
streets Tuesday with 
16,000 officers, nearly 
three times Monday's 
total. Although the riots 
started Saturday with a 
protest over a police 
shooting, they have 
morphed into a general 
lawlessness that police 
have struggled to halt 
with ordinary tactics. Po-
lice in Britain generally 
avoid tear gas, water 
cannons or other strong-
arm riot measures. Many 
shops targeted by looters 

had goods that youths 
would want anyway -- 
sneakers, bikes, electron-
ics, leather goods -- while 
other buildings were 
torched apparently just for 
the fun of seeing something 
burn. Police said plastic 
bullets were "one of the 
tactics" being considered to 
stop the looting. The bullets 
were common in Northern 
Ireland during its years of 
unrest but have never be-
fore been used in mainland 
Britain. But police acknowl-
edged they could not guar-
antee there would be no 
more violence. Stores, of-
fices and nursery schools in 
several parts of London 
closed early amid fears of 
fresh rioting Tuesday night. 
"We have lots of informa-
tion to suggest that there 
may be similar distur-
bances tonight," Com-
mander Simon Foy told the 
BBC. "That's exactly the 
reason why the Met (police 
force) has chosen to now 
actually really 'up the game' 
and put a signifi-
cant number of 
officers on the 
streets."Top of 
Form Bottom of 
The riots and 
looting caused 
heartache for 
Londoners 
whose busi-

nesses and homes 
were torched or looted, 
and a crisis for police 
and politicians already 
staggering from a 
spluttering economy 
and a scandal over 
illegal phone hacking 
by a tabloid newspaper 
that has dragged in 
senior politicians and 
police. "The public 
wanted to see tough 
action. They wanted to 
see it sooner and there 
is a degree of frustra-
tion," said Andrew 
Silke, head of criminol-
ogy at the University of 
East London. London's 
beleaguered police 
force called the vio-
lence the worst in 
memory, noting they 
received more than 
20,000 emergency 
calls on Monday -- four 
times the normal num-
ber. Scotland Yard has 
called in reinforce-
ments from around the 
country and asked all 
volunteer special con-
stables to report for 
duty. Police launched a 
murder inquiry after a 
man found with a gun-
shot wound during riots 
in the south London 
suburb of Croydon 
died of his injuries 
Tuesday. Police said 
44 officers and 14 
members of the public 
were hurt, including a 
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Theresa May told Sky News. 
"The way we police in Britain 
is through consent of commu-
nities." The riots could not 
have come at a worse time 
for police, a year before the 
Olympic Games, which Scot-
land Yard says will be the 
biggest challenge in its 182-
year history. The government 
has slashed police budgets 
as part of its spending cuts. A 
report last month by Her Maj-
esty's Inspectorate of Con-
stabulary said the cuts -- a 
third of which have already 
taken place -- will mean 
16,000 fewer police officers 
by 2015. Opposition Labour 
lawmaker David Winnick said 
the government should scrap 
its plan 
to cut 
police 
num-
bers. "I 
think it's 
absolute 
madness 
in view of what's happened 
over the last few nights," he 
said. The force also is without 
a full-time leader after chief 
Paul Stephenson quit last 
month amid a scandal over 
the ties between senior offi-
cers and Rupert Murdoch's 
British newspapers, which are 
being investigated for hacking 
phone voicemails and bribing 
police for information. The 
force's top counterterrorism 
officer, John Yates, also quit 
over the hacking scandal. 
Police representatives say 
officers are demoralized, and 
feel a sense of betrayal by 
politicians and their leaders. 
Constable Paul Deller, a 25-
year veteran working in a 
police control center during 
Monday's violence, said the 
rioting was "horrific." He ac-
knowledged there were not 
enough officers on the streets 
to stop it, but said "we gave it 
everything we could." 

Several dozen more were 
arrested in other cities. Prime 
Minister David Cameron -- 
who cut short a holiday in to 
deal with the crisis -- recalled 
Parliament from its summer 
recess for an emergency de-
bate on the riots and looting 
that have spread from the 
deprived London neighbor 
arrested in other cities. Prime 
Minister David Cameron -- 
who cut short a holiday in Italy 
to deal with the crisis -- re-
called Parliament from its 
summer recess for an emer-
gency debate on the riots and 
looting that have spread from 
the deprived London 
neighborhood of Tottenham to 
districts across the capital, 
and the cities of Birmingham, 
Liverpool and Bristol. Cam-
eron described the scenes of 
burning buildings and 
smashed windows as 
"sickening," but refrained from 
tougher measures such as 
calling in the military to help 
police restore order. "People 
should be in no doubt that we 
will do everything necessary 
to restore order to Britain's 
streets and to make them safe 
for the law-abiding," Cameron 
told reporters after a crisis 
meeting at his Downing Street 
office. Parliament will return to 
duty on Thursday, as the po-
litical fallout from the rampage 
takes hold. The crisis is a ma-
jor test for Cameron's Conser-
vative-led coalition govern-
ment. A soccer match sched-
uled for Wednesday between 
England and the Netherlands 
at London's Wembley stadium 
was canceled to free up police 

officers for riot duty. A wave of 
violence and looting raged 
across London on Monday 
night, as authorities struggled 
to contain the country's worst 
unrest since race riots set the 
capital ablaze in the 1980s. 
Groups of young people ram-
paged for a third straight night, 
setting buildings, vehicles and 
garbage dumps alight, looting 
stores and pelting police offi-
cers with bottles and fire-
works. Rioters, able to move 
quickly and regroup to avoid 
the police, were left virtually 
unchallenged in several 
neighborhoods, plundering 
stores at will. Silke said until 
police were seen arresting 
large numbers of rioters, it will 
be hard to control the rioting. 
"People are seeing images of 
lines of police literally running 
away from rioters," he said. 
"For young people that is in-
credibly empowering. They 
are breaking the rules, they 
are getting away with it, no 
one is able to stop them." Poli-
ticians visited riot sites Tues-
day -- but for many residents it 
was too little, too late. In 
Hackney, one of the boroughs 
hosting next year's Olympics, 
hundreds of youths left a trail 
of burning trash and shattered 
glass. Looters ransacked a 
convenience store, filling plas-
tic shopping bags with alcohol, 
cigarettes, candy and toilet 
paper. Disorder flared 
throughout the night, from 
gritty suburbs along the capi-
tal's fringes to west London's 
posh Notting Hill neighbor-
hood. In Croydon, fire gutted a 
140-year-old family run de-
partment store, House of 
Reeves, and forced nearby 
homes to be evacuated. "I'm 
the fifth generation to run this 
place," said owner Graham 
Reeves, 52. "I have two 
daughters. They would have 
been he sixth. "No one's sto-
len anything," he said. "They 

just burnt it down." In the 
Clapham Junction area of 
south London, a mob stole 
masks from a party store to 
disguise their identities and 
then set the building on fire. In 
nearby Peckham, a building 
and a bus were set ablaze. 
Cars were torched in nearby 
Lewisham, and in west Lon-
don's Ealing suburb the win-
dows of each store along en-
tire streets had been 
smashed. A blaze gutted a 
Sony Corp. distribution center 
in north London, damaging 
DVDs and other products, and 
about 100 young people 
clashed with police in north 
London around Camden. "We 
locked all the doors, and my 
wife even packed a bag to 
flee," said 27-year-old Cam-
den resident Simon Dance. 
"We had Twitter rolling until 
midnight just to keep up with 
the news. We were too afraid 
to even look out the window." 
Outside London, dozens of 
people attacked shops in Bir-
mingham's main retail district, 
and clashed with police in 
Liverpool and Bristol. On 
Tuesday, as Londoners 
emerged with brooms to help 
sweep the streets of broken 
glass, many called for police 
to use water cannons, tear 
gas or rubber bullets to dis-
perse rioters, or bring out the 
military for support. Although 
security forces in Northern 
Ireland regularly use all those 
methods, they have not been 
seen on the mainland in dec-
ades. Conservative lawmaker 
Patrick Mercer said that policy 
should be reconsidered. "They 
should have the tools avail-
able and they should use 
them if the commander on the 
ground thinks it's necessary," 
he said. But the government 
rejected the calls, for now. 
"The way we police in Britain 
is not through use of water 
cannon," Home Secretary 
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Guzman, Mexico's most-
wanted fugitive, who has ex-
panded the reach of his Si-
naloa cartel along the U.S.-
Mexico border since escaping 
from prison in 2001. In Novem-
ber, U.S. and Mexican investi-
gators found two long, sophisti-
cated tunnels under the border 
between Baja California and 
California, along with more 
than 36 tonnes of marijuana in 
and around the tunnels. The 
tunnels ran about 600 meters 
from Mexico to San Diego and 
were equipped with lighting, 
ventilation and a rail system for 
drugs to be carried on a small 
cart. U.S. officials say they 
believe the tunnels also were 
the work of the Sinaloa cartel. 
While the Arellano Felix or 
Tijuana cartel long dominated 
the drug trade in Baja Califor-
nia, the cartel has been greatly 
weakened by government hits 
on its leadership, and authori-
ties say there are signs that 
the Sinaloa cartel now also 
operates in the area. Duarte 
said he did not know which 
group operated the plantation 
found Tuesday.  

Mexican soldiers have found 
the largest marijuana planta-
tion ever detected in Mexico, 
a huge field covering almost 
120 hectares, the Defence 
Department said Thursday. 
The plantation is four times 
larger than the previous re-
cord discovery by authorities 
at a ranch in northern Chi-
huahua state in 1984. The 
pot plants sheltered under 
black screen-cloth in a huge 
square on the floor of the 
Baja California desert, more 
than 250 kilometers south of 
Tijuana, across the border 
from San Diego. Army Gen. 
Alfonso Duarte said the 

screening, which is often used 
by regular farmers to protect 
crops from too much sun or 
heat, made it difficult to detect 
from the air what was growing 
underneath. It was only when 
soldiers on the ground 
reached the isolated area 
Tuesday that they found thou-
sands of pot plants as high as 
2.5 meters. The average 
height of the plants was about 
1.5 meters. Duarte said they 
were not yet ready for harvest. 
"We estimate that in this area, 
approximately 60 people were 
working. When they saw the 
military personnel, they fled," 
Duarte told reporters. A few 

were later reportedly detained 
at a nearby roadblock, but 
Duarte said no arrests were 
made at the scene. He said 
traffickers could have har-
vested about 108 tonns of 
marijuana from the plantation, 
worth about $152 million Cdn.  
Video of the plantation 
showed a sophisticated sys-
tem of piped-in irrigation to 
support the plants, which 
Duarte said was fed by two 
wells. The plantation, near the 
coastal town of San Quintin, 
also included some wooden 
outbuildings, presumably for 
use by people caring for the 
plants. Troops will destroy the 
fields by burning them, Duarte 
said. While it's unknown how 
much of Mexican drug cartels' 
income comes from mari-
juana, recent discoveries sug-
gest it remains a large-scale 
trade. Last October, Mexican 
authorities made their largest-
ever seizure of marijuana 
packaged for sale, a record 
134 metric tonnes found in a 
number of tractor trailers and 
houses in Tijuana. They ap-
peared to make up a major 
distribution centre traced di-
rectly to Joaquin "El Chapo" 

Mexican Soldiers Find Huge Pot Plantation 

Police Officer Slashed In New Westminster, B.C. 

black man, approximately six 
feet four inches tall, and be-
tween 25 and 30 years old. 
He has a muscular build and 
black hair, which was shaved 
with a "fade" on the right side. 
At the time of the assault, the 
suspect was shirtless and 
wearing green and black 
camouflage cargo shorts, 
white socks, and white run-
ners with a dark Nike swoosh 
logo. 

A New Westminster police 
officer was slashed across 

the face in Queen's Park on 
Saturday night. McBride 

Boulevard and 6th Ave E., 
New Westminster. The officer 
was investigating a complaint 
of a "distraught male," a press 
release from the police service 
stated. "As the officer ap-
proached a picnic table, a 
male seated at the table sud-
denly lunged at the officer," 
the statement said. The officer 
was slashed in the face with a 
knife, and then disarmed the 
assailant. The suspect fled 
towards McBride Boulevard at 
6th Avenue E, and got away. 
The suspect is described as a 
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Remains May Be '70s Hijacker D.B. Cooper 

flight to Seattle from Portland, 
Ore., in November 1971, 
claiming he had a bomb. 
When the plane landed at 
Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport, he released the pas-
sengers in exchange for 
$200,000 and asked to be 
flown to Mexico. He appar-
ently parachuted from the 
plane's back stairs some-
where near the Oregon bor-
der. Agents doubt he survived 
because conditions were poor 
and the terrain was rough but 
few signs of his fate have 
been found  The FBI is investigating 

whether remains found in 
the Pacific Northwest are 
those of D.B. Cooper, who 

hijacked an airliner in 1971 
and parachuted from it with 
$200,000 in ransom, an 
American law enforcement 

official says. Cooper hasn't 
been found. The official says 
the FBI got a tip three months 
ago from a law enforcement 
source about a possible sus-
pect. The federal official re-
quested anonymity to discuss 
a current investigation. FBI 
agents requested personal 
effects of the possible sus-
pect, who died years ago of 
natural causes. The FBI is 
trying to find fingerprints or 
DNA on the effects to com-
pare with items the hijacker 
left behind. A man identifying 
himself as Dan Cooper ð 
later mistakenly but enduringly 
identified as D.B. Cooper ð 
hijacked a Northwest Orient 

troops in the south, a region 
that has been rocked by vio-
lence and suicide attacks in 
recent weeks. Mullen visited a 
base outside Kandahar city on 
Sunday morning. Mullen told 
reporters that the top U.S. 
commander in Afghanistan 
has until mid-October to sub-
mit a plan for the initial with-
drawal of American troops. 
Mullen's comments for the first 
time laid out a deadline for 
Marine Gen. John Allen to 
submit plans for the with-
drawal of 10,000 U.S. troops 
by the end of the year. His 
decisions may hinge in part on 
whether the latest surge in 
attacks continues through the 
holy month of Ramadan, 
which starts Monday. In the 
east, meanwhile, an interna-
tional service member was 
killed Sunday in a pre-dawn 
bomb attack, according to a 
NATO forces statement. The 
statement did not provide fur-
ther details on Sunday's at-
tack, nor the nationality of the 
dead. 

A suicide bomber blew him-
self up Sunday at the gate of 
the police headquarters in 
Lashkar Gah in southern Af-
ghanistan, killing at least 11 
people in a city where Af-
ghans have recently taken 
control of security. The blast 
was the latest in a string of 
attacks in the south in recent 
weeks that have included 
assassinations of high-level 

government officials in 
neighboring Kandahar and a 
co-ordinated attack against 
government buildings in 
Uruzgan province that killed 
19 people last week. The 
attack early Sunday, which 
ripped a gaping hole in the 
station compound's wall, also 
wounded at least 12 people, 
said Helmand provincial 
spokesman Daoud Ahmadi. 

He said the dead included 10 
police officers and one child. 
People at the site said they 
saw a police vehicle on fire at 
the gate. Ahmadi said a sui-
cide bomber apparently drove 
a car between two police ve-
hicles at the entrance and 
then set detonated the explo-
sives. Taliban spokesman 
Qari Yousef Ahmadi claimed 
responsibility for the attack. It 
has been less than two 
weeks since Lashkar Gah 
was formally handed over to 
Afghan control in the first 
stage of a plan to have all of 
Afghanistan under the over-
sight of Afghan security 
forces by the end of 2014. It 
is the capital city of a prov-
ince that has been a strong-
hold for the insurgency and 
where U.S. Marines have 
surged in over the past year 
to try to turn back the Taliban. 
The attack comes as Adm. 
Mike Mullen, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, tours 
Afghanistan for a second day. 
He has been meeting with 
military commanders and 

Bomber Strikes Police Office In Southern Afghanistan 



management techniques to 
big-city policing: A new set 
of chiefs "re-engineered" the 
department to track lesser 
crimes by computer and 
thwart them before they 
evolved into anything worse. 
In his first two years with the 
New York Police Depart-
ment, reports of serious 
crime dropped 27 per cent, 
matching levels not seen 
since the 1960s. Homicides 
alone fell nearly 40 per cent. 
But Bratton resigned in 1996 
amid persistent rumors that 
Giuliani was fed up with all 
the media attention the com-
missioner was getting. In 
Los Angeles, Bratton again 
displayed a politician's deft 
touch with the city's diverse 
communities while showing 
his formula for knocking 
down crime rates was port-
able: When Bratton left the 
West Coast in 2009 after 
seven years on the job, 
crime in the nation's second-
largest city had dropped to 
levels not seen since the 
1950s. He became chief of 
the Los Angeles Police De-
partment in 2002, when the 
agency was struggling to 
recover from a corruption 
scandal, under federal over-
sight and saddled with a 
tarnished image from the 
1991 videotaped attack on 
Rodney King, a black motor-
ist whose beating by four 
white police officers led to a 
riot after the officers were 
acquitted in a criminal trial. 
Bratton left widely credited 
with ushering in an era of 
safer streets and improved 
relations between police and 
the people they protect. Civil 
rights attorney Connie Rice 
said she considers Bratton a 
transformative figure in the 
history of the LAPD. "He has 
a racial-justice vision that is 
married to effective law en-
forcement," Rice said. "He 
knows how to carry out 
both." 

Former New York Police Com-
missioner William Bratton has 
agreed to act as an unpaid 
adviser to the British govern-
ment, Prime Minister David 
Cameron's office has con-
firmed. Downing Street said 
Cameron thanked Bratton for 
agreeing to a series of meet-
ings in the U.K. in the fall to 
share his experiences tackling 
gang violence. Bratton will 
provide counsel "in a personal 
capacity," according to a 
statement. Bratton has also 
served as police chief in Los 
Angeles and Boston and has 
built a reputation for helping 
quell gang influence. He is 
now a private security firm 
executive. Cameron told Brit-
ish lawmakers this week that 
he would welcome Bratton's 
input following a flurry of criti-
cism over police response to 
rioting in London. Disturbing 
scenes of police overwhelmed 
by rioters show a need for 
more minority officers and 
other long-term solutions that 
have worked in New York and 
other U.S. cities, Bratton said 
Friday while confirming he 
was in talks to formally advise 
Britain on reforms. Bratton ð 
who gained fame by fighting 
crime with innovation and bra-
vado as he headed police 
departments in New York, 
Boston and Los Angeles ð 
told the Associated Press in a 
phone interview that Cameron 
called him seeking his exper-
tise. "We can definitely take 
some of the lessons here and 
apply them there," Bratton 
said. During his conversation 
with Cameron, Bratton said, 
"he thanked me for my willing-

ness to work for them, and I 
thanked him for the opportu-
nity." 
 
'The idea is to get ahead of 
the violence rather than just 
react to it.' ðWilliam Bratton, 
an American security adviser 
 
"This is a prime minister who 
has a clear idea of what he 
wants to do," Bratton said. "He 
sees this crisis as a way to 
bring change. The police force 
there can be a catalyst for 
that. I'm very optimistic." Brat-
ton, 63, left the Los Angeles 
police in 2009 and is now 
chairman of Kroll, a Manhat-
tan-based private security 
firm. More than 1,700 people 
have been arrested after a 
week of violence in London 
and other British cities that 
was triggered by a fatal police 
shooting under disputed cir-
cumstances. Police have been 
outmaneuvered by mobile 
gangs of rioters, and the un-
rest has stirred fears of height-
ened racial tensions. Bratton 
said he believes British police 
need to focus on quelling ra-
cial tensions by collaborating 
more with community leaders 
and civil rights groups. He 
also said social media sites 
can be a useful tool for law 
enforcement trying to monitor 
gang activities. "The idea is to 
get ahead of the violence 
rather than just react to it," he 
said. Another part of the po-
tential long-term solution for 
London's Metropolitan Police, 
widely known as Scotland 
Yard, is to become more ra-
cially diverse, Bratton said. 
"Part of the issue going for-
ward is how to make policing 
more attractive to a changing 
population," he said. Los An-
geles and New York have 
benefited from police forces 
that "reflect the ethnic makeup 
of the cities," he said. Over 
the past two decades, Bratton 
has gained a reputation as a 
bold leader who refocused 

police departments in cities 
struggling with spikes in gang 
and other violence. When 
Bratton stepped in as Boston's 
police commissioner in 1991, 
the city was still being rocked 
by the violence that gripped 
many U.S. cities in the late 
1980s as potent and addictive 
crack cocaine flooded urban 
neighborhoods. The ensuing 
gang turf wars forced a dra-
matic spike in the city's mur-
der rate, hitting a high of 153 
people in 1990. One of the 
steps Bratton took to curb the 
violence was to deliver a list of 
about 400 of the city's gang 
and drug kingpins to then-
mayor Raymond Flynn, who 
had appointed him police 
chief. Flynn said Bratton 
wanted direct indictments for 
as many as possible, sweep-
ing some of the city's most 
violent criminals off the street 
for up to a decade. "That's 
what he was good at; he was 
able to get those ringleaders 
off the streets," Flynn said. 
Throughout the decade, Bos-
ton's murder rate steadily fell 
to 35 in 1998. Soon top politi-
cal figures, including former 
president Bill Clinton, hailed 
the "Boston Miracle" with a 
good portion of the credit go-
ing to Bratton. Although the 
city's murder rate has fluctu-
ated since then, local leaders 
credit the legacy of community 
policing with helping keep the 
city relatively safe. "When 
police are out in the neighbor-
hood on an ongoing basis, 
there's a trust relationship 
that's built up," said Senator 
Sonia Chang-Diaz, whose 
district includes Jamaica 
Plain, one of the city's most 
racially and ethnically diverse 
neighborhoods. "It's a strong 
model." In 1993, then-New 
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
recruited Bratton to help him 
pursue his administration's 
law-and-order agenda. Bratton 
soon won admirers on Wall 
Street by applying corporate 

 

Cameron Turns To U.S. Supercop For Riot Advice 

Page 5  FRATERNAL  ORDER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 



Global Art Theft: From Rembrandt To Riopelle 
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              Over the next few issues we will be talking about global art theft  

Part 1 of 4  

 

There are 90 and 100 cases every year   

 
 
 

Stealing a vehicle or jewelry is 
one thing but try getting away 
with a one-of-a-kind, priceless 
piece of art that is known the 
world over. A painting by Vin-
cent Van Gogh or Rembrandt, 
for instance, is not exactly the 
sort of thing that gets bought 
and sold everyday. But that 
hasn't stopped criminals from 
trying, both here in Canada 
and abroad. In fact, high-
profile art heists are on the 
rise around the world and 
even Canadian police are 
investigating between 90 and 
100 cases every year, a 
spokeswoman said. Earlier 
this week, thieves in Estérel, 
Que., tried to make off with a 
pair of bronze statues created 
by renowned Canadian artist 
Jean-Paul Riopelle while last 
month 11 paintings valued at 
$387,000, including several 

from the Group of Seven, were stolen from a gallery in Toronto.  Art and cultural property crime, in-
cluding theft, fraud, looting and trafficking, is part of an international black market worth $6 billion an-
nually, according to the FBI's art crime squad. In 2008, the RCMP partnered with the Sûreté du Qué-
bec to create Canada's first arts theft unit. A total of five officers ð some of whom have earned de-
grees in art history ð investigate thefts across the country. They work with the Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency and Interpol, which operates a free, public database of stolen art from around the world. 
Pieces can be stolen from a number of places, including private residences, museums, galleries as 
well as places of worship. What's more, thanks to the global economic downturn thefts are on the rise, 
says Christopher Marinello, executive director of the Art Loss Register, which maintains a list of 
360,000 pieces of lost or stolen art. The organization charges a fee of $75 US for each search. 

Gatineau Hills, by Group of Seven painter Frederick Var-
ley, was stolen from a Toronto gallery on July 10, 2011. 
The watercolour is valued at $15,000   
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earis Institute had on the 
pieceôs history, although 
sheriffôs officials said the 
piece was insured. Repre-
sentatives of the Linearis 
Institute have not responded 
to to multiple phone and 
email messages requesting 
comment about the theft and 
seeking more information 
about the piece. Sheriffôs 
department spokesman 
Steve Whitmore said that at 
one point, the institute was 
not returning calls from in-
vestigators either. The de-
partment is still holding the 
piece as evidence. It has 
been dusted for fingerprints 
and will be tested for DNA, 
Whitmore said. Investigators 
are also taking independent 
steps to confirm that the 
piece is a Rembrandt. "We 
are also curious about its 
authenticity," Whitmore said. 

The dramatic theft of a Rem-
brandt drawing from an up-
scale hotel in Marina del Rey 
and its mysterious recovery 
from a priestôs office two days 
later has roiled the art world. 
But the recovery of the piece 
is only the beginning to an-
swering the myriad questions 
surrounding the case. Among 
them: Is the work really a 
Rembrandt? According to the 
drawingôs owner, the Bay Area
-based Linearis Institute, the 
pen and ink drawing called 
ñThe Judgmentò is a signed 
work of the 17th century Dutch 
master Rembrandt van Rijn, 
completed in 1655 and worth 
$250,000. It disappeared from 

an exhibit at the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel in Marina del Rey Satur-
day night while the curator 
was distracted by a potential 
art buyer and surfaced Mon-
day evening when an un-
known person dropped it off in 
a priestôs office at St. Nicholas 
of Myra Episcopal Church in 
Encino. But the drawing's ori-
gin is also a mystery. None of 
the curators, art historians and 
other preeminent Rembrandt 
experts contacted by The 
Times since the theft were 
familiar with the drawing. Most 
were reluctant to comment 
publicly on an art piece they 
had not seen in person or to 
wade into a potentially contro-

versial issue, but several ex-
pressed doubts about the 
pieceôs authenticity, based on 
images of it published online.  
Dr. Martin Royalton-Kisch, 
retired curator of Dutch draw-
ings at the British Museum, 
said in an emailed response 
that based on the style of the 
drawing, ñIt's clearly [in my 
personal opinion] a work of 
Rembandt's school rather 
than by Rembrandt himself.ò A 
number of experts pointed to a 
six-volume catalog of Rem-
brandtôs work by Otto 
Benesch as the definitive 
compilation of drawings that 
experts generally accept as 
belonging to the master, al-
though there is much dis-
agreement even among schol-
ars about which works should 
be included in the list of 
known Rembrandts. The 
Times reviewed the Benesch 
volumes, and the drawing 
identified at ñThe Judgmentò 
was not included. It also does 
not appear on a list of 70 au-
thenticated, signed Rem-
brandt drawings compiled by 
scholar Peter Schatborn. Typi-
cally, art dealers maintain a 
provenance, or detailed writ-
ten documentation of a pieceôs 
history and sales. It is unclear 
what documentation the Lin-

Stolen Rembrandt: Authenticity, Origin Of  Drawing Shrouded In Mystery 

Hot Air Balloon Stolen 

An American in Quebec for 
the annual hot air balloon 
festival has been grounded 
by a thief. His truck, balloon 
and hydraulic lift, valued at 
around $75,000, were all 
stolen from his hotel parking 
lot early Friday morning. Po-
lice are now investigating. 
Wes Pittman came from Flor-
ida for the international hot 
air balloon festival in Saint-
Jean-sur-Richelieu, Que. this 

week. He's been a regular at 
the festival for the past seven 
years. But Pittman said his 
flying career may be over if his 
open-cockpit balloon isn't re-
covered. "It's just gorgeous," 
he said. "It's as close as one 
can be to flying like a bird. I 
have mixed emotions to go 
out and find another balloon 
that I like, have it built. It's a 
pretty big hassle." Festival 
spokeswoman Marie Claude 

Beauvais said there have 
been other incidents of hot air 
balloon theft, but it's not a 
growing trend. She hopes 
others pilots at the festival will 
get Pittman up in the air one 
more time before the event 
ends Sunday. "It's a very tight 
community," she said. " I'm 
sure any pilot will welcome 
him to be a co-pilot in their 
balloon." 

http://www.montgolfieres.com/index.php/fr
http://www.montgolfieres.com/index.php/fr
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'Flash Mobs' Give Way To Unsettling Trend: 'Flash Robs' 

Investigators are using the 
same technology to try to 
catch the culprits, creating 
Facebook profiles to look for 
leads, Knowles said. Mean-
while some convenience 
store owners have taken 
matters into their own hands. 
"We have alarms. We are 
connected to the police. We 
put in cameras. We put in all 
that, spend all the money to 
make sure it's safer for us 
and the employees," said 
Moe Atallah, who downsized 
his Ottawa convenience 

A new phenomenon in which 
large groups of miscreants 
suddenly converge on busi-
nesses to steal goods, using 
their sheer number to over-
whelm security, has come to 
the Ottawa area. The so-
called "flash robs" originated 
south of the border. They in-
volve crowds of young people 
rushing into a store and grab-
bing goods, and apparently 
using social media to organize 

the thefts. In one 
incident last week, 
a group of men 
and women in 
Georgetown, 
Wash., plundered 
a luxury lingerie 
store. And the 
trend appears to 
have moved north 
of the 49th parallel. 
Two cases have 

taken place in Ottawa in re-
cent weeks. In one incident, 
more than 40 people mobbed 
a convenience store just be-
fore midnight. They came in 
waves, and wound up costing 
the store's owners $800 in 
stolen food and damages. 
"What can we do?" asked 
Elias Dxafaii, a cashier at the 
store. "We cannot do every-
thing. We can try to say to 
them, óIt's not good. You will 

be on the (security) camera.'" 
A second recent case un-
folded at an Ottawa grocery 
store. "Anyone in the store 
could have been hurt," said 
Tom Wilson, who owns the 
store. "Some of them started 
to knock products off of the 
shelves and actually break 
stuff. Once they heard the 
breaking sound, a lot of them 
just started to run, panic, and 
they left the store." Police said 
they're hoping to stop flash 
robberies from happening 
while they're still in the plan-
ning stage. "It's 
the use of social 
media and the 
ability to use tech-
nology to organize 
and gather," said 
Sgt. Murray 
Knowles with the 
Ottawa police. 

ment. It is unclear how many 
soldiers NATO countries have 
in the province, where security 
is provided largely by a small 
force of Afghan police. Al-
though Taliban-caused civilian 
deaths outnumber NATO's by 
more than four-to-one, Adm. 
Mike Mullen, chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, told 
reporters in Kabul on Sunday 
that reducing them was a top 
priority for international forces. 
"We are working hard to com-
pletely eliminate these casual-
ties," he said. 

The governor of a province in 
northeastern Afghanistan 
said Monday a NATO air-
strike killed four police offi-
cers at a checkpoint in the 
remote, mountainous region. 
Jamaluddin Badar said the 
strike took place late Sunday 
in the Wama district of the 
province of Nuristan, a law-
less, rugged area near the 

border with Pakistan. He 
said coalition forces de-
tained 12 police officers fol-
lowing the airstrike. NATO 
said it was aware of the re-
ports of a friendly fire inci-
dent and was investigating. 
Botched airstrikes and night 
raids are the leading cause 
of tension between the U.S.-
led occupying forces and the 

Afghan government. 
President Hamid 
Karzai has de-
manded that the coa-
lition take steps to 
ensure that airstrikes 
do not cause acci-
dental deaths. The 
United Nations said 
in a recent report that 
airstrikes conducted 
by U.S.-led foreign 
troops remain the 
leading cause of civil-
ian deaths by pro-
government forces. 
Badar con-

demned the incident, 
which he said occurred 
"while the flag of Af-
ghanistan flew from the 
checkpoint and all po-
lice were in uniform." 
"The repetition of such 
mistakes will have a 
bad effect on the police 
ranks in the province," 
he warned in a state-

Afghan Police Reported Killed In NATO Strike 
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murdered by subjects they 
had previously encountered 
during their duties." In his 
victim impact statement, the 
teen ð whose name has not 
been released ð said "it's 
still haunting me days and 
nights." The teen said he 
feel nervous and tense driv-
ing on highways, and is 
"uneasy and fearful" driving 
across the border. "At night I 
often dream of someone 
crushing my neck," the state-
ment said. "After I wake up 
from such nightmares time 
and again, night after night, I 
always feel the scars in the 
neck with my fingers in the 
darkness." He goes on to 
say tries not to let the inci-
dent affect his life, but "these 
days I find myself prone to 
angers and frustrations. 
Sometimes I have difficulties 
concentrating on studying 
and my grades have not 
been as good as before." 
Helle has been on indefinite 
suspension without pay 
since the incident, and U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion is conducting an internal 
review. 

A U.S. border guard has 
pleaded guilty to harassment 
for threatening to kill a Surrey, 
B.C., teenager during a road 
rage incident. Joel J. Helle, 
56, who works at the Blaine 
border crossing, was sen-
tenced last week to one month 
of partial confinement. Accord-
ing to court documents filed in 
Skagit County, the 17-year-old 
B.C. resident was driving 
northbound on the I-5 with his 
parents and two friends on his 
way back to B.C. from Seattle 
on April 23. The teenager had 
just changed lanes when he 
noticed a black BMW following 
closely behind. The teen 
changed lanes again, away 
from the BMW, but it also 
changed lanes and moved in 
close to the teen's car, forcing 

him 
onto 
the 
shoul-
der of 
the 
road. 
The 
BMW 
fol-
lowed, 
at 
which 

point Helle got out of the 
BMW, struck the teen's win-
dow with his fist, then pulled 
out a badge and slapped it 
against the window. He then 
reached in and grabbed the 
teenager's neck, making 
statements like, "You are 
lucky I didn't shoot you." Helle 
then let go of the driver, got 
back in his car and drove 
away. In his defence, Helle 
said the teen changed lanes 
erratically and forced him off 
the road, even though Helle 
honked his horn repeatedly. 
 
'After I wake up from such 
nightmares time and again, 
night after night, I always 
feel the scars in the neck 
with my fingers in the dark-
ness'ðSurrey, B.C., teenager 
 

Helle claimed the teen was 
driving abnormally, leading 
him to believe "the driver's 
actions were intentional and 
that he was forcibly trying to 
assault or intimidate me on 
account of the performance of 
my official duties." Helle said 
he has denied admissibility to 
thousands of arriving aliens in 
his work as a customs agent. 
"I have initiated more adverse 
actions against arriving aliens 
than any other [Customs and 
Border Protection] officer in 
Blaine, Washington," his 
statement read. "Many of 
these adverse actions have 
resulted in the aliens being 
barred from admission to the 
U.S. for a period of five years 
or longer." Helle said he 
feared the Surrey teen might 
have been one of the "large 
number of Canadians" he'd 
taken enforcement actions 
against. "During my employ-
ment as a CBP officer, while 
in my personal vehicle, I have 
been followed by a mental 
subject who had been stalking 
CBP officers as they leave ... 
at the end of their shift," the 
statement read. "I am also 
aware of off-duty CBP officers 
who have been assaulted and 

U.S. Border Guard Pleads Guilty To Harassing B.C. Teen 

Known for his immense size 
and strength, the beloved 
film and TV star and feared 
NFL defensive end, passed 
away Wednesday in his Los 
Angeles home.  Former NFL 
defensive end and beloved 
film and TV star, Charles 
Aaron "Bubba" Smith, 66, 
was found dead at his Los 
Angeles home on Wednes-
day. The coroner's report has 
yet to be released, but it's 
believed that Smith passed 

away from natural causes.  
Playing for Michigan State, the 
towering defensive end was 
drafted first overall by the Bal-
timore Colts in the 1967 NFL 
draft and would play nine sea-
sons with three teams before 
retiring from football in 1976. 
Known for his intimidating 
swagger and an uncanny abil-
ity to get to the opposing 
team's quarterback, Smith 
would appear in two Pro 
Bowls and two Super Bowls, 

winning the championship with 
the Colts in Super Bowl V.  
After retirement, Smith got a 
role in the Police Academy 
series of films, playing the 
sweet, but mega-strong 
Moses Hightower. He would 
also star in a series of amus-
ing TV commercials for Miller 
Lite beer.  Smith was consid-
ered by friends and family to 
be as sweet and generous off 
camera as he was large and 

Bubba Smith - Sgt Hightower -  Dead At 66 
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attempt to break into the 
casino's walls as smoke 
billowed from the main en-
trance, hindering firefighters. 
Maria Tomas Navarro, 42, 
stood weeping at the edge of 
the police tape stretched in 
front of the smoke-stained 
casino building. She was 
hoping for word of her 
brother, 25-year-old Genaro 
Navarro Vega, who had 
worked in the casino's bingo 
area. Navarro said she tried 
calling her brother's cell-
phone. "But he doesn't an-
swer. I don't know what is 
happening," she said. "There 
is nobody to ask." Monterrey 
has seen bloody turf battles 
between the Zetas and Gulf 
cartels in recent months. 
Once Mexico's symbol of 
development and prosperity, 
the city is seeing this year's 
drug-related murders on a 
pace to double last year's 
and triple those of the year 
before. Last month, gunmen 
killed 20 people at a bar in 
Monterrey. The attackers 
sprayed the bar with rounds 
from assault rifles, and po-
lice later found bags of drugs 
at the bar. State police offi-
cials initially said witnesses 
reported hearing three ex-
plosions before Thursday's 
fire started, but later said a 
flammable material was 
used. The officials were not 
authorized to be quoted by 
name for security reasons. 
The reports of explosions 
may have been the sound of 
the ignition of the liquid. 
Norma Reyes, 45, was one 
of the people who received 
good news Thursday. Her 
son called her before she 
even heard about the fire to 
say he was all right. Jona-
than Reyes, 25, who worked 
as an area supervisor, told 
his mother he was at the 
hospital trying to find out 
what happened to his co-
workers. "God took care of 
us today," she said. 

Rescue workers recovered 
burned bodies and anxious 
residents crowded behind 
yellow police tape Friday wait-
ing to hear if relatives were 
among the victims of an arson 
attack on a casino by pre-
sumed drug traffickers that 
killed at least 52 gamblers and 
employees. Family members 
arrived at the morgue all 
through the night in Monter-
rey, a modern metropolis and 
one of Mexico's most impor-
tant business centres that has 
recently become the target of 
increasing drug-related vio-
lence. The armed assailants 
burst into the casino Thursday 
afternoon and then poured 
and ignited gasoline, burning 
the casino to the ground in 
what President Felipe 
Calderon described as the 
worst attack on innocent civil-
ians in recent memory. 
Calderon has declared three 
days of mourning, saying the 
assailants who set fire to the 
Casino Royale are "true ter-
rorists who have gone beyond 
all limits." The Mexican gov-
ernment is also offering a $2.4 
million reward for information 
leading to catching the assail-
ants who set the fire. The At-
torney General's Office said in 
a statement that Calderon 
instructed authorities to offer 
the reward to find those re-
sponsible for the "act of bar-
barism." Nuevo Leon state 
Gov. Rodrigo Medina lowered 

the death toll to 52 early Fri-
day in fire in northern indus-
trial city of Monterrey after 
initially pegging it at 53 the 
night before. Santiago Loera, 
53, came looking for his 
brother, Miguel Angel, a cook 
at another casino who had 
gone to the Casino Royale to 
sign a new contract. "We think 
he's here," Loera said. Loera 
said authorities have asked 
him for a DNA sample. So far, 
45 of the victims have been 
identified. The fire represented 
one of the deadliest attacks in 
Mexico since Calderon 
launched an offensive against 
drug cartels in late 2006. 
Francisco Tamayo, 28, of 
Monterrey, said he and family 
members looked at about 40 
bodies in search of his 
mother, Sonia de la Pena, 47, 
who loved to gamble at the 
casino and was there on aver-
age four days a week. They 
had yet to find her. When Ta-
mayo learned of the fire from 
television, he ran to the scene. 
"She's probably here," said 
Tamayo, who repeatedly 
called her cellphone, only to 
hear that it was out of the area 
of service. Calderon tweeted 
that the attack was "an abhor-
rent act of terror and barba-
rism" that requires "all of us to 
persevere in the fight against 
these unscrupulous criminal 
bands." Attorney General 
Leon Adrian de la Garza said 
a drug cartel was apparently 

responsible for the attack, 
though he didn't name which 
one. Cartels often extort casi-
nos and other businesses, 
threatening to attack them or 
burn them to the ground if 
they refuse to pay. It was the 
second time in three months 
that the Casino Royale was 
targeted. Gunmen struck it 
and three other casinos on 
May 25, spraying the building 
with bullets, but no was re-
ported injured in that attack. 
The fire in the two-storey ca-
sino was reported just before 
5 p.m. ET, a slow time of day 
when normally about 80 peo-
ple play the tables and slots, 
said former security guard 
Alberto Martinez Alvarado, 30. 
Martinez, who was on his way 
home from work Thursday 
when he saw the fire, said the 
casino could hold hundreds, 
perhaps 1,000 people. "We're 
lucky we weren't there," he 
said. "Why couldn't the people 
who did this do some honest 
work instead?" State police 
officials quoted survivors as 
saying armed men burst into 
the casino, apparently to rob 
it, and began dousing the 
premises with fuel from tanks 
they brought with them. The 
officials were not authorized to 
be quoted by name for secu-
rity reasons. De la Garza said 
the liquid appeared to be 
gasoline. With shouts and 
profanities, the attackers told 
the customers and employees 
to get out. But many terrified 
customers and employees fled 
further inside the building, 
where they died trapped amid 
the flames and thick smoke 
that soon billowed out of the 
building. Monterrey Mayor 
Fernando Larrazabal said 
many of the bodies were 
found inside the casino's bath-
rooms, where employees and 
customers had locked them-
selves to escape the gunmen. 
Authorities commandeered 
backhoes from a nearby con-
struction site and made a brief 

Mexico Mourns After 'Abhorrent' Casino Attack 



drugs, including synthetic 
marijuana, sometimes sold 
as "spice." But the latest 
drug craze has taken law-
makers by surprise, and 
worries even seasoned 
health professionals, such 
as emergency room physi-
cian Dr. Ronald Strony. "In 
my 17 year career in emer-
gency medicine," Strony 
says, "this is one of the most 
dangerous drugs that I've 
never seen."    

For most people the term 
"bath salts" suggests crystals 
to be poured into a tub of hot 
water for a relaxing soaking 
experience. But the term is 
also the name of a powerful 
new designer drug that can be 
bought at the corner store, 
and has been linked to several 
deaths in the United States. 
Bath salts can be snorted or 
injected by users looking for a 
euphoric high, similar to that 
offered by cocaine or metham-
phetamine. But they can also 

cause terrifying hallucinations 
and suicidal urges. The syn-
thetic drug, one of many prod-
ucts to be manufactured to 
mimic the effects of illicit 
drugs, has so far eluded regu-
lators because its label bears 
the warning, "not for human 
consumption." But users who 
are buying the bath salts at 
convenience stores and other 
local markets know exactly 
what they're getting. 
"Everybody who's trying these 
things knows what's going 

on," says Jim Williams of the 
Washington Poison Center. A 
gram of bath salts can cost 
US$80, and despite the price 
tiny bottles fly off the shelves. 
"I've never seen a drug pro-
gress from never heard of, 
never abused, never seen in a 
period of three months, to 
becoming an epidemic," says 
ER physician Dr. William 
Dempsey. Use of the drug has 
been linked to a number of 
deaths in the U.S. Dickie 
Sanders, 21, shot himself in 
the head after using bath 
salts, while Elijah Taylor threw 
himself into traffic. "In his 
mind, he thought he was be-
ing smart because it wasn't 
illegal," said Elijah's father, 
Eldon. Johnny Salazar was 
high on bath salts when he 
burned his own son's hands 
when the child touched his 
bible. "My son was 
a good son, is a 
good son. And this 
drug has destroyed 
a lot of children," 
says Connie Sala-
zar, Johnny's 
mother. Bath salts 
are just the latest in 
a line of synthetic 
versions of illegal 

Cocaine-Like Drug Sold As 'Bath Salts' At Corner Store 
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Hate Crime Suspected In Attack On Security Guard 

later waited with the guard 
until police arrived and he 
was taken to hospital for 
treatment.  Police have re-
leased surveillance images 
from the night of the attack, 
and anyone with information 
about the identity of the man 
pictured is asked to call Van-
couver Police at 604-717-
2541 or Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477  

The Vancouver Police De-
partment is investigating a 
possible hate crime after a 
security guard was violently 
assaulted and robbed. The 

26-year-old guard, who is de-
scribed as being of South-
Asian descent, was repeatedly 
kicked and punched in the 
early morning of Aug. 4. He 
had been guarding his post in 
the lobby of a residential build-
ing on the 500-block of Pacific 
Boulevard.  The VPD Hate 
Crimes unit has also become 
involved because of com-
ments that were overheard 
during the assault. The Surrey 
man had asked a small group 
of people who were being loud 

to either move from the area 
or come inside when he was 
attacked by one of the men in 
the group, according to police. 
The man also took the guard's 
wallet and cell phone. "Seeing 
the assault on video was very 
disturbing," said Const. Jana 
McGuinness. "This is not a 
minor assault; this is a signifi-
cant, violent assault."  Accord-
ing to police, the assault was 
so violent that two Good Sa-
maritans were moved to inter-
vene and call police. They 
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End of  Watch 

Detective                                                                                                                                                             
Tina Rambo                                                                                                                                                              
Ocean County Prosecutor's Office, New Jersey 
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
End of Watch: Monday, August 1, 2011  

Deputy Sheriff                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
David Jennings Dawson, III                                           

Greene County Sheriff's Office, North Carolina 
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
End of Watch: Monday, August 1, 2011  

The Fraternal Order of Law Enforcement and its members would 
like to pay tribute to the Law Enforcement Officers in North            
America that lose their lives in the line of duty. Itôs been more than 
65 years since the annual number of line-of-duty police deaths 
was fewer than 100. We would like to hit home and remind              
officers to keep up on regular training, eat healthy, exercise and    
to make sure all their equipment is working, including Sidearm 
Handcuffs, OC Spray, Baton, and Flashlight before they go out on 
every patrol.  

North                

America          

Total Line of 

Duty Deaths: 

123 

Line of 

duty 

deaths up 

7% 

Gun Fire 

Deaths 

up 19% 

 
Officer safety begins with five 
simple things:  
 
1. Wear Your Seatbelt  
 
2. Watch Your Speed  
 
3. Wear Your Vest  
 
4. WIN - What's Important Now?  
 
5. Remember:  
    Complacency Kills! 

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Jeremy Henwood                                                                 

San Diego Police Department, California            
Cause of Death - Gun Fire                                                          

End of Watch: Saturday, August 6, 2011  

Probation / Parole Officer II                                                                
Jeffrey "Jeff" Settle                                                          

North Carolina Department of Corrections              
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
End of Watch: Thursday, August 4, 2011  

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                             
James Ryan McCandless                                                    

Rapid City Police Department, South Dakota   
Cause of Death - Gun Fire                                                                                                                                

End of Watch: Tuesday, August 2, 2011  

Trooper                                                                                                                                                             
Frederick "Fred" F. Guthrie, Jr                                            

Missouri State Highway Patrol, Missouri  
Cause of Death - Drowning                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
End of Watch: Monday, August 1, 2011  
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Corporal                                                                                                                                                               
John Kendell                                                                                                                                              

Louisiana Department of Public Safety Police, 

Louisiana  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
End of Watch: Tuesday, August 9, 2011  

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                               
Robert A Lasso                                                                                                                                           

Freemansburg Borough Police Department,                                           

Pennsylvania  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                                               

End of Watch: Thursday, August 11, 2011  

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Bart Child                                                                                                                                              

United States Department of Defense -  Fort 

Huachuca Police Department, U.S. Government 
Cause of Death - Heart Attack                                                                               

End of Watch: Thursday, August 18, 2011  

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                               
Evan Burns                                                                                                                                           

Caruthersville Police Department, Missouri   
Cause of Death - Vehicular assault                                                                                        

End of Watch: Tuesday, August 16, 2011  

Police Officer                                                                                                                                                             
Nick Armstrong                                                    

Rapid City Police Department, South Dakota   
Cause of Death - Gun Fire                                                                                                                                

End of Watch: Sunday, August 7, 2011  

 
Constable                                                                                                                                                             
Ross R Potter                                                                                                                                         

Carter County Sixth District Constable's Office, 

Tennessee  
Cause of Death - Automobile accident                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
End of Watch: Friday, August 19, 2011  

 
Police Officer                                                                                                                                                             
Justin Sollohub                                                                       

Anniston Police Department, Alabama  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                                               

End of Watch: Thursday, August 25, 2011  
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South Korean police say they 
have cracked down on an 
international ring that alleg-
edly collaborated with North 
Korean hackers to steal mil-
lions of dollars in points from 
online gaming sites. The 
Seoul Metropolitan Police 
Agency said Thursday that 

five people, including a Chi-
nese man, were arrested on 
suspicions of working with 
North Korean hackers in 
China to hack South Korean 
gaming sites. The agency said 
in a statement the hackers 
created programs enabling the 
ring to rack up points without 

actual play and later exchange 
the points for cash. The ring is 
also accused of selling the 
programs and sharing profits 
with the hackers. The police 
described the hackers as 
members of a North Korean 
company that helps fill leader 
Kim Jong Il's coffers. 

S. Korean Police Crack Down On Ring Working With North 

 
Sergeant                                                                                                                                                             
Mark Scianna                                                                          

Bexar County Constable's Office -  Precinct 3, 

Texas  
Cause of Death - Automobile Accident                                                                                                                                                              

End of Watch: Saturday, August 27, 2011  

 
Police Officer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Tiffany Bishop  
Georgia Department of Corrections, Georgia  
Cause of Death - Gunfire  (accidental)                                                                             

End of Watch: Wednesday, August 31, 2011  

Police in Britain have re-
leased CCTV footage which 
shows an officer chasing a 
suspect after being hit by a 
stolen car. The incident took 
place on July 3 in Surrey. 
Police officers had been 
alerted that a BMW stolen in 
nearby Middlesex in June 
had been spotted heading 
southbound on the M25 mo-
torway before taking the 
Chertsey exit. CCTV footage 
released by Surrey police on 

Tuesday shows officers trying 
to set up a roadblock on the 
slip road when the stolen 
BMW collides with their sta-
tionary vehicle. One of the 
officers, PC Dan Pascoe, who 
had climbed out of the car, 
was thrown into the air by the 
force of the collision. He got to 
his feet, however, and gave 
chase to the suspect, 29-year-
old Lee Ralph Adamson, who 
had abandoned the BMW. 
The police officer caught up 

with Adamson and arrested 
him on suspicion of vehicle 
theft and other driving of-
fences. Adamson was 
charged with dangerous driv-
ing, failing to stop at the scene 
of an accident, driving while 
disqualified, driving without 
insurance and resisting arrest. 
He pleaded guilty to all 
charges and was sentenced to 
23 months in prison last week 

Hero Copõ Hit By Stolen Car Gets Up, Catches Criminal 

 
Agent                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Emiliano Torres -Soto  
Puerto Rico Police Department, Puerto Rico  
Cause of Death - Gunfire                                                                               

End of Watch: Sunday, August 28, 2011  
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cape made sense to a hand-
ful of locals gathered for 
pizza and beer at Viktorio's 
after the chase. Asked why 
they thought the fugitives 
fled here, some just pointed 
toward snowcapped peaks 
just to the west. "It's as good 
a place as any to disappear, 
I guess," Garcia said 

The cross-country manhunt 
for three heavily armed sib-
lings from Florida ended far 
from home but in a favorable 
place for people on the run 
who want to vanish ð the 
sparsely populated Rocky 
Mountains. The tight-knit ð 
and tight-lipped ð towns 
near the rugged San Isabel 
National Forest in southern 
Colorado seemed unsur-
prised about the brief but 
intense nationwide search for 
two brothers and a sister 
accused of shooting at a 
police officer in Florida and 
robbing a bank in Georgia. 
"It's kind of backwoods 
around here, plenty of places 
to hide," said Becky Garcia, 
a waitress and bartender at 
Viktorio's Pizzeria in Colo-
rado City. "What I can't be-
lieve it that they were dumb 
enough to get on the inter-
state. They could have made 
it. Then they went and got on 
the interstate. How stupid." 
The siblings ð Lee Grace 
Dougherty, 29, Dylan Dough-
erty Stanley, 26; and Ryan 
Edward Dougherty, 21 ð 
reportedly bought camping 
gear and were hiding out in 
the nearby national forest. 
They didn't stand out to 
some. Jaimie Clark, 18, an 
employee at the Colorado 

City gas station where the 
siblings were spotted before 
their arrest on Wednesday, 
said her co-worker who was 
working the cash register at 
the time didn't recognize the 
trio as fugitives, and they did-
n't strike her as suspicious. 
"They just came in, grabbed a 
few snacks, got gas and left," 
Clark said. "She couldn't even 
recall what they got because 
they just came in like regular 
customers." Clark said given 
what the siblings were ac-
cused of in other states, she 
and her co-workers are re-
lieved that nothing happened 
at the gas station. "The fact 
that they came in here peace-
fully, we're extremely thankful 
for," she said. Their notoriety 
didn't go unnoticed by every-
one after their images were 
splashed across television 
reports. Someone tipped 
Colorado state troopers and 
the sheriff's office at about 9 
a.m. Wednesday that the sus-
pects might be at a camp-
ground south of Colorado 
Springs. A Pueblo County 
sheriff's detective spotted the 
car near an interstate highway 
Wednesday, followed it dis-
creetly until state troopers 
joined him, and the chase was 
on.  AK-47 rounds were fired 
at the four patrol cars during 

the pursuit south on the inter-
state, where speeds exceeded 
160 kph, said Lt. Col. Anthony 
Padilla of the Colorado State 
Patrol.  In Walsenburg, troop-
ers deployed spiked stop 
strips across the interstate. A 
tire was punctured on the Su-
baru, sending it rolling and 
crashing into a guardrail. Lee 
Dougherty was shot in the leg 
after she pointed a gun at a 
police officer near the car, 
authorities said, adding that 
she was trying to escape on 
foot. Another one of the sus-
pects was apprehended after 
a brief foot chase. The three 
suspects were treated at a 
Walsenburg hospital ð Lee 
Dougherty for the gunshot 
wound and her brothers for 
injuries suffered in the crash 
ð and were later transferred 
to Pueblo County Jail. They 
face four charges each of first-
degree assault on a peace 
officer. They also have no-
bond warrants in Georgia and 
Florida. It wasn't immediately 
known when their first court 
appearance would be. "These 
three have a big legal mess in 
front of them and at some 
point they'll face charges in all 
those jurisdictions," FBI Spe-
cial Agent Phil Niedringhaus 
said. No one could say why 
the three ended up in Colo-
rado, though Niedringhaus 
offered his own idea. "They 
were here because they were 
running," he said. Other fugi-
tives have chosen the Rocky 
Mountain wilderness for a 
hideout. Last month, police 
nabbed a convicted murderer 
from Florida, 60-year-old Mark 
Barrett, who was discovered 
living in a remote cabin in 
Montrose, Colo., after more 
than three decades on the 
run. And last summer, a 
prison escapee from Arizona 
was captured in rural Rifle, 
Colo. A Rocky Mountain es-

Fugitive Siblings Face Charges 
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Dial -A-Dope: Man Calls Police Looking For Drugs 

A Vancouver Island man who 
police say accidentally called 
his local RCMP detachment 
looking for drugs is now facing 
charges for allegedly bringing a 
weapon to a meeting with a 
police officer. A Mountie in 
Campbell River answered the 
call -- apparently a wrong num-
ber -- on Aug. 6, and played 
along as the man on the other 

end said he was looking to 
buy $100 worth of drugs. 
Police have offered few 
details about the dopey dial, 
but say the officer arranged 
a meet-up with the stranger 
later the same day. Shortly 
before the scheduled ren-
dezvous, the same caller 
rang up again, offering to 
trade some Oxycontin for 

the drugs. A 37-year-old 
man from Campbell River 
showed up at the arranged 
time and place, and was 
promptly arrested by the 
officer. When the Mountie 
searched the suspect, he 
says he discovered a con-
cealed weapon. Police are 
now recommending 
charges. 

Rapper's Twitter Prank Snarls L.A. Sheriff's Office 

in. The Game, whose real 
name is Jayceon Terrell Tay-
lor, later told CNN it was a 
"joke gone wrong." "I never 
intended for anybody to take 
it the wrong way or for it to go 
this far, and just, you know, I 
think it's all nonsense," he 
said. Parker said the depart-
ment was consulting with 
legal experts to see whether 
legislation could be devel-
oped to address social media 
messages that may cause 
harm to public safety, while 
still respecting individuals' 
rights to freedom of speech. 

The Los Angeles County Sher-
iff's Department said it would 
not seek criminal charges and 
has closed its investigation into 
a rapper's tweet that prompted 
hundreds of calls to a sheriff's 
station, jamming phone lines for 
hours. Capt. Mike Parker said 
Wednesday that the department 

decided to drop the 
matter after conduct-
ing an investigation 
and consulting with 
the district attorney's 
office. He also wel-
comed an apology 
the rapper, known as 
The Game, made to 
the department. "His 

willingness to help share with 
the media and the community 
that the safety of the public is 
what is most important is a 
great message," Parker said 
in a statement. The tweet 
posted on The Game's Twitter 
account on Friday encouraged 
his 580,000 followers to call a 

number if they wanted an in-
ternship. That number turned 
out to be the Compton sta-
tion's official help line. Phones 
at the southeast Los Angeles 
County station were jammed 
by hundreds of calls for more 
than two hours, prompting 
authorities to bring in addi-
tional help. Many callers hung 
up as soon as someone an-
swered, while others asked 
deputies about a music intern-
ship. The sheriff's department 
said during that time people 
with legitimate issues that 
included a missing person, 
spousal abuse and two rob-
beries were also trying to call 

Charges Laid In Dragging Of  Toronto Officer 

bation. Cummings was the 
only one in the car, police 
said. Cummings made a brief 
appearance in a Toronto 
courtroom on Thursday. He 
was wheeled into court in a 
wheelchair. He is scheduled 
to make his next appearance 
on Aug. 30. The incident is 
similar to the one that re-
sulted in the death of York 
Regional Police Const. 
Garrett Styles, who died in 
June after he was dragged by 
a car he had pulled over north 
of Toronto 

An 18-year-old has been 
charged with attempted murder 
after a Toronto police officer 
was dragged under a car door 
for 75 metres early Thursday 
morning. Police say an officer 

from 54 Division 
stopped the car at 
Pharmacy Avenue 
near Danforth Ave-
nue at 12:30 a.m. 
The officer was 
holding onto the car 
door near the pas-
senger side when 
the vehicle began 
to reverse sud-

denly. The officer was pinned 
under the door and dragged 
for 75 metres before he was 
able to free himself. ñ[The 
officer] did manage to break 
free, at which point the back 

tires hit the curb, causing the 
car to flip and then when it 
flipped, it landed on the 
driverôs side,ò said Toronto 
Police Const. Tony Vella. The 
driver attempted to flee from 
the vehicle but was arrested a 
short distance away, police 
said. The officer was treated 
for bruises and an injured an-
kle and was released from 
hospital. Steven Cummings, 
18, is charged with attempted 
murder and dangerous opera-
tion of a vehicle causing bodily 
harm, failure to stop for police 
and failure to comply with pro-

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/story/2011/06/28/york-police-officer635.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/story/2011/06/28/york-police-officer635.html


'Hands -on manager'   
 
Acosta is a former state po-
lice officer, and built a crimi-
nal empire out of leading a 
gang of contract killers for 
the Juarez cartel and extort-
ing businesses, as well as 
carrying out kidnappings for 
ransom, said Tony Payan, 
an expert on the drug war at 
the University of Texas at El 
Paso. "This is an enforcer 
and the financial arm of the 
Juarez Cartel,'' said Payan, 
whose research comes from 
both newspaper accounts 
and people living in Ciudad 
Juarez. Payan said Acosta 
was able to gather intelli-
gence using informants from 
within local police forces, 
given his own past experi-
ence with law enforcement. 
He said that Acosta's arrest 
could reduce the number of 
murders in Juarez, where 
more than 3,000 murders 
were recorded last year. "He 
was a very hands-on man-
ager that was practically 
involved in the management 
and organization, personally 
brokering every single activ-
ity and every single murder," 
Payan said. 

Mexican police say a sus-
pected drug cartel leader 
they arrested last week has 
confessed to ordering the 
killing of 1,500 people in 
northern Chihuahua state. 
Jose Antonio Acosta Her-
nandez is also a suspect in 
the murder of a United 
States consulate employee 
last year near a border 
crossing in Ciudad Juarez. 
Felipe Calderon, the Mexi-
can president, said on Sun-
day that the capture was 
"the biggest blow" to organ-
ised crime in Ciudad Juarez 
since he first sent about 
5,000 federal police person-
nel to the city in April 2010 in 
a bid to curb violence in one 
of the world's most danger-

ous cities. Acosta, 33, was 
caught on Friday in the north-
ern city of Chihuahua, said 
Ramon Pequeno, head of the 
federal police's anti-drug unit. 
The arrest was not confirmed 
until Sunday, just before 
Acosta was displayed to the 
media in Mexico City. He was 
limping as he was brought 
before the cameras, escorted 
by two masked federal police 
officers. Acosta, who is nick-
named "El Diego", told federal 
police that he had ordered 
1,500 killings, Pequeno an-
nounced at the news confer-
ence. Investigators say that he 
was also the mastermind be-
hind an attack that killed a US 
consulate employee, her hus-
band and the husband of an-

other consulate worker, in 
Ciudad Juarez. US prosecu-
tors say they want to try him in 
that case, and a federal indict-
ment filed in the western dis-
trict of Texas names Acosta 
and nine others as conspiring 
to kill the three US citizens. 
Pequeno said that he expects 
an extradition request to be 
filed by the US government. 
Mexican authorities have iden-
tified Acosta as the head of La 
Linea, a gang of hit men and 
corrupt police officers who 
have been acting as the en-
forcers of the Juarez cartel. 
Pequeno said that Acosta 
acknowledged that he had 
ordered such crimes as the 
detonation of a July 2010 car 
bomb and a massacre that 
killed 15 people at a birthday 
party. Both events took place 
in Ciudad Juarez. The Juarez 
cartel, allegedly led by Vicente 
Carrillo Fuentes, has been 
losing ground in recent times 
to the Sinaloa drug trafficking 
organization, headed by 
Joaqiun "El Chapo" Guzman. 
The two groups have been 
locked in a three-year battle 
over the border city's smug-
gling corridors. Fuentes and 
Juan Pablo Ledezma, alleg-
edly his top lieutenant, remain 
at large. 
 

Mexico 'Drug Enforcer Admits 1,500 Killings' 

vehicles and fled. The victim 
followed the thieves but lost 
them in traffic. The victim, who 
was treated and released from 
a hospital with minor injuries, 
was described as a merchant 
in the jewelry trade business. 
His name was not released. 
"We are treating it as a legiti-
mate crime," the lieutenant 
said. Masked men in dark clothing 

stopped a jewelry merchant's 
car, beat him and stole $2 

million worth of diamonds dur-
ing a brazen Los Angeles 
street heist, police said Friday. 
The merchant appears to 
have been targeted by profes-
sional thieves, police Lt. Alan 
Hamilton said. No arrests 
have been made. "This isn't 
unusual," Hamilton said, not-
ing there are large jewelry 
thefts each week in Southern 
California. "It's usually South 
American nationals who are 

very organized and profes-
sional." The victim told investi-
gators he was driving down a 
well-lighted North Hollywood 
street about 10:10 p.m. Thurs-
day when his car was blocked 
by two vehicles. and five to six 
men jumped out. The men ran 
up to the merchant's car and 
smashed a window while 
struggling for the backpack 
containing the diamonds. The 
attackers got back in their 

Diamond Heist Nets L.A. Thieves $2M 
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